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PREFACE. 



X HIS Work 18 part of a design which I had formed, 

of giving such an account of the Countries connected 

with the Mediterranean, as would, tend to fiuniUniisi^ 

them to the British Puhfic. It will appear sufficiently 

evident, in many places, that. a. great pai;! h^.been 

printed lirom the original Notes. I am not aware 

that this will he regarded as a fault, although it may 

expose me to the animadverriona of vtthal criticism. 

But I ought to apolo^se for publishing, unamplified; 

a number of remarks, which were noted down, as 

hints for dissertations. I was apprekensii^ that my 

Book would have been enlarged, without b^ng aug^ 

mented with information ; and I would rather that it 

were thought defective in disquisition, than deficient 

in facts which suggest reHectionB. 
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1^ PREFACE. 

I considered myself bound to be more minute, rela- 
tive to the modes and circumstances of travelling, than, 
perhaps, may be deemed conformable to the title of 
the Book: — because the treatment which strangers 
receive, in any coiintry,' furnishes a topic connected 
with its domestic economy, and that kind of know- 
ledge which is useful to the Merchant and Politician, 
aft well as amusing to the general Reader. 
•' C^iMhsA UiquiribS' formed no part of the objects 
df'itti^'jdiimfeys. M^'obsouregropii^, therefore, at 
tll^'eii^idation of ancient mythblogy,' should be re- 
t^v^d^thi indulgence. « They may amuse the learned ; 
and they serve to vary the narrative to the less accut 

'••"'P'truBtthat the papers in thie Appendix, will not 
i^i^^AtiAtdi as mserted tof swell :the volume, i Tli^ 
'Iftat^toient of the produbtions of Sicily was not made 
5^}thout industrion:^ inquiry. Nor will the utility of 
-tli^ other two pfeipers, relative: to that island, be dis- 
puted. Hie Kclogue I. hesitated about' inserting. It 
was written at Cape Passero, under a lively impression 
of the peculiarities of the Sicilian p^usantry* What- 
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PREFACE. 



eyerimay be the poetical defects, it will, probably, 
not be found incorrect as a delineation. The docu- 
ments relative to the projects of the ' French are 
more than curious ; and those explanatory of the pro- 
cesses of dying Turkey red, though not new, will 
have their use, from being exhibited together. 

The political opinions, occasionally intcoduced, 
have not been delivered without reflection. The im- 
portisuice of Malta to this country, first impressed on 
the public mind by the Star newspaper, will be en- 
forced by the incidental notice? in the following 
pages. Reflecting, in that island, on the influence of 
a free press over the operations of states, I was in- 
duced to interweave those remarks, in the text, which 
occurred to me, from seeing so central a station neg- 
lected to be made a fulcrum to that powerftd engine. 

In the prosecution of the objects partly disclosed 
in this volume, I consider ipyself as under many 
obligations to several of our public officers. To 
Mr. Hill, bur Envoy at the Court of CagKaii, I am 
indebted for' much hospitality, and for a very ready 
offer, on his part, to fiicilitate my views, had I under- 
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VI' PREFACE. 



taken' the tour of the kland. To Mr. Smith, Secretovy 
of Legation there, I am^particulaELy obliged, for the- 
willingness with which he assisted my inquiries. In* 
deedj I esteem myself fortunate in having met with 
this very accompUshed gentleman. In Pal^tnoy 
Mr. Fagan, the CcRosid Geneml, rendered me all the 
assistance! could c^sire; and I cannot omit here to 
mention the kindness of Signor Stiflingi, the Consul; 
at Girgenti. For the privilege of wearing a British 
epaulet, this man executes all the drudgery attendant 
on the Malta packets, that land and receive the ambas- 
sador's dispatches, and the letters of themerchantsimd 
of the army. That such useful and necessary service 
should be unrequited, is a disgrace to the British nation. 
Mr. Caniung, in Constantinople, .evinced a very willing 
disposition to promote my objects, as £ur as his owii 
influence extended ; but the influence of the British 
minister ia, in that capital, contracted by the strange 
importance allowed to the ford^ers connected with 
the mission. I ahaU ever remember, with pleasure, the 
singular purity of his mind, contrasted with the cha^ 
racter of the diplomatic ol&l in the Ottoman metro^ 
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PREFACE. Vll 



polls. Should the hook reach his hands, he will dis- 
criminate the respect that is paid from a motive which 
'^ had not its origin in considerations for his public situ^ 

ation, nor in return for any favours proposed or re- 
ceived. 

The incidents of my first voyage to Greece will 
form a work by itself, and will afford me an oppor- 
tunity of mentioning the names of other gentlemen 
firom whom I received civilities. 



London, 
Ist January l8l3> 
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OBSERVATIONS 

RELATIVE fO COUNTRIES CONNECTED WITH 

THE MEDITERRANEAN. 



jLHE Mediterranean affords access from the Atlantic ocean to the 
finest countries in the world. It washes that coast of Spain on 
which the principal ports of the kingdom are situated. It opens a- 
great outlet to the South of France, and embraces the whole territory 
of Italy. No other «pace of equal extent presents so many famous 
cities, such opulent and populous lands, as are comprdiended in the 
sweep of the Mediterranean, from Gibraltar to Venice. 

From Venice to Constantinople, European Turkey, by numerous 
gulphs of the same waters, is penetrated to the interior; and by 
the straits of the Bosphorus, the navigation of the largest vessels 
may not' only be extended to Russiaj^ut nearly to the confines of 
the Persian empire. The whole of the rich tract of Asia Minor is 
bounded also by the Mediterranean, which, sweepid^ the coast of 
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Palestine, is separated from the Red Sea by a neck of land not half 
so broad as the distance between Manchester and London. 

The Sout||ftrn side of this great thoroughfare of so many nations 
is formed by the continent of Africa^ compFehen^ing the celebrated 
kingdom of Egypt^ and the dominions of the Barbary powers. 

Nor are the islands less eminent, comparatively, than the states 
by which it is «arroiinded. After Great Britain and Ireland, they 
are the richest, the most floarishing, and the most civilized in the 
world. Sicily, of. aUiq^sular .na^ion^^^ipust be cpU8idei:ed as next in 
nnk to Ireland. 

From time immemorial, the shores of the Mediterranean have 
been the scenes of the greatest actiona» On them the human mind 
has appeared with the brightest lustre. The highest excellence in 
art, and the largest discoveries in science, have been attained and 
achieved hy their inhabitants. There is no portion of the globe so 
celebrated as the Mediterranean ; and^ whether considered as the field 
of curious research, or of commercial enterp'rise, it is undoubtedly 
the most interesting to which the attention of the British nation at 
present can be directed. 

The condition of the vast population of the countries of the 
Mediterranean affords the prospect of a great market to our manu- 
factures ; and the state of civilization in many parts is so high, that 
even our own artists may yet be ambitious of entering into compe-^ 
tition with theirs. Populous nations only furnish sure and regular 
markets to the merchant ; anff it is only of latd that our manufactures 
have been brought to such a degree of excellence as to enable us to 
rival those of the chief Mediterranean nations. Political circumstances,. 
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however^ exclude vm, at pttoent, from this superior commerce with 
France and Italy ; but, in looking forward to the epoch of peace, 
we noay calculate on obtaining a larger share of the trade of those 
countries' than we ever before possessed; not only by the excellence 
to which our commodities ha\e been brought, but also from the 
interruption? and oppressions which the French and Italian artists 
of all descriptions have sufiered from the events of the times. 

The following observations, made in the counsef of two years- 
travelling, relate chiefly to the consideration of that commercial 
system' which we seetji to have insensibly adopted since we pos* 
sessed ourselves of the isknd'of Malta. 



GIBRALTAR. 

The Bay of Gibraltar may be described as of a semi-o¥al Ibnm 
It is about five miles in breadth between the town of Algeskas and 
the Rock, and probably of the same extent in the contrary direction. 
The mountains of Andalusia are seen rising at a distance, beyond the 
hill which has been called the Queen's seat ever since it was the 
station from which the infamous Queen of Spain sui*veyed the grand 
attack on the fortress, and witnessed the destruction of the floadog 
batteries. On turning round, Apes-hill, opposite the mouth of the 
bay, forms a majestic central object, from the East and West sides 
of which interminable vistas of the African mountains are seeo 
extending. 
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Inbe fortress^ undoubtedly, may be called stupendous, and may be 
regarded as impregnable; but it has not that degree of visible 
grandeur \^hich its fiime and the circumstances of its resistance in 
the last siege lead one to expect. The fiice of the rock is to the 
full as arid and rugged as can well be conceived. From the ship's 
deck not a spot of pasturage can be seen ; and the few trees scattered 
among the buildings and along the ramparts, appear so stunted in 
their growth, and are usually so disguised with dust, that they may 
be considered mther as memorials than as specimens of vegetation. 
The town is situated behind the principal bastions, and rises in 
successive tiers of ordinary looking houses, a considerable way up 
the acclivity. The ruins of a Moorish castle on the shoulder of the 
rock, add an air of antiquity to its picturesque effect 

Strangers, on entering the works, are conducted by a sentinel 
to the town-major, from whom they receive a permit for passing 
the gates during the time they intend to stay. If they are properly 
introduced, they may also obtain permission to view the batteries 
and excavations. 

In walking round the ramparts, different parts of the walls 
were pointed out to me, as covered with a composition, which, 
though only road-dust, pounded stone, and a little mortar mixed 
up with water, becomes as hard and as durable as stone — some- 
thing like Wyatt's cement, with which the House of Lords is 
coated. 

The population of the rock, exclusive of the garrison, may be 
computed at ten thousand souls. In the principal street, however, 
the throng is certainly very great ; and were the appearance there to 
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be taken as the criterion, even twenty thousand could not be con- 
sidered too high an estimate. 

The motley multitude of Jews, Moors, Spaniards, &c. at the 
Mole, 'where the trading vessels lie, presented a new scene to me; 
nor was it easy to avoid thinking of the odious race of the Orang 
Outang, on seeing several filthy, bearded, bare-legged groupes 
huddled together in shady comers during the heat of the day. The 
languor occasioned by the heat appeared to have increased the silly 
expression of their faces ; particularly of the Jews, who, notwith- 
standing the usual sinister cast of the Hebrew features, seemed here 
to be deplorably simple animals. Their females are entitled to any 
epithets but those which convey ideas of beauty or delicacy. A few 
may possibly be discovered, now and then, inclining towards comeli- 
ness, but so seldom, that it is no great injustice to call them, on the 
whole, superlatively ugly. 

The town of Gibraltar possesses a charter, which being calcu- 
lated for a place much inferior in. size and importance to what it has 
become, is now, perhaps, rather limited. In criminal causes justice 
is administered according to the laws of England ; but, as in the 
other colonies of the Empire, there are local peculiarities in settling 
civil disputes. Questions between debtors and creditors are referred 
to the Judge Advocate, and two respectable persons of property, 
from whose award an appeal may be made to the Governor. When 
the sum at issue exceeds three hundred pounds sterling, the Council 
at home may be appealed to, but when under this amount, the de- 
cision of the Grovernor is final. 

The value of Gibraltar to the Btiti^h Nation I had hitherto been 
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rather disposed to doabt, conceiving the expence of maintaining it 
to be fully equal to its utility. I had been led to form this opini<m 
by considering the large force which it withheld fix>m active service, 
and the little protection which, in the first years of the present war, 
it afforded to merchant vessels against the gun-boats of Algesiras; 
but a view of the place, and a better knowledge of local circum- 
stances, have altered my opinion. In order, however, to render us 
effectually masters of the Straits, Ceuta on the African side 
must be made ours. Gibraltar may in many points be compared to 
a great guard-ship, the utility of which, without a supplementary 
fleet of small vessels, may be justly questioned; but, with such a 
fleet, no boat from Algesiras Ihould be able to do any mischief to 
our trade, while no ship of the enemy could escape. The neglect of 
rendering the fortress in this way a point of offence, has perhaps 
tended to lower its value in the estimation of mercantile men. To 
the nation it is not a very expensive establishment. There are se- 
veral noble families which perhaps cost the public as much. Betweeil 
four and five thousand vessels annually touch at the rock either for 
trade, or in the course of their passage up and down the Straits. 
During the last twelve months the value of British goods sold here 
has been estimated at a million sterling. The net annual charge 
against the place is not more than fifty thousand pounds, of which 
sum thirty thousand pounds are expended' on the works, and the re- 
mainder in payment of the ofiicers' salaries. The disbursements, 
on account of the regiments which compose the garrison, are leie 
than the expence of a fleet of men of war would be on this station, 
and the possession of such a place adds to the reputation of our 
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power with the neighbouring nations. Besicles^ the annual oiiaige 
of fifty thousand pounds might, with little difficulty, be raised by a 
jtax on the exports of the town, and an assessment on the inha- 
.bij:ants, who at present do not contribute any thing in return for the 
protection afforded them. The British nation never refused to pay 
the Sound duty to Denmark ; why a toll should not also be levied by 
us I am at a loss to understand. 

In Gibraltar there is a contemptible theatre, where strolling 
Spanish comedians sometimes perform. The garrison library la the 
only place of rational amusement for strangers, and there Bib few 
towns which have any thing comparable to it. The inns are mean, 
but the rate of the charges is abundantly magnificent. A dollar 
here passes under the nimie of a cob*; and it is but a small matter 
that a cob can purchase. 



SARDINIA. 

During my passage from Gibraltar to Sardinia the heat, in 
the day-time, was excessive. After sunset the air became agreeably 
cool, and continued pleasant for^two or three hours. As midnj^^t 
approached, the heat was renewed. This alternation seemed to be 
regular. 

Cagliari, the capital of this island, appears to have fallen 
greatly from what it has been in some more prosperous epoch of the 
Government. Many of the houses still show traces of Spanish 
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:grandear, but an air of ruin and dtfcay is visible throughout the i 

whole town. The streets are not more than twenty feet wide^ and 

for their passable condition are evidently more indebted to the dry 

weather than to scavengers. I went into several of the churches^ 

and in one of them saw a priest delivering an extemporaneous dis- 

Qiurse with a respectable degtee of dignity and force. In the Royal 

Chapel I l|^d an opportunity ^ se^ng Mass performed before the 

Court. The observations oh the appearance of the town apply with 

pecuhar propriety to the decorations of the ecclesiastical service. 

Eveiy thing seemed to bear the marks of incurable decay. 

The inhabitants of Sardinia (t speak of the common people) 
are yet scarcely above the negative point of civilization ; perhaps it 
would be more correct to say that they appear to have sunk a certain 
way back into barbarism. They wear indeed linen shirts^ fastened 
at the collar by a pair of silver buttons like hawks' bells ; but their 
upper dress of shaggy goat-skins is in the pure savage style. A few 
have got one step nearer to perfectibility, and actually do wear 
tanned leather coats, made somewhat in the fashion of the armour 
worn in Europe in the fifteenth century. With such durable habili- 
ments it is easy to conceive that they do not require much assistance 
from fhe manufactures of foreign Countries. 

.„ \^e state of Society in Sardinitt is probably not unlike what ex- 
isted in Scotland about a hundred and fifty years ago. Family pride, 
a species of political scrophula, is in Sardinia particularly inveterate. 
But the exclusive spirit of the Nohles begins to be counteracted by 
the natural dispositiqmflf the Sovereign lb extend his own authority. 

Many parts of the country are in^ what a politician considers only 
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as an unsatisfactory state. In the district of Tempio this is greatly 
the case ; the mountains are infested with banditti, and the villages 
are often at war with one another. A feudal animosity c^^is kind, 
which had lasted upwards of half a century, was lately pacified by 
the interference of a Monk. The armies of the two villages, amount- 
ing each to about four hundred men, were on an appointed day drawn 
out in order ^of battle, front to front, and musquets loaded. Not 
far from the spot the Monk had a third host prepared, consisting of 
his own brethren, with all the crucifixes and images that they could 
muster. He addressed the beUigerents, stating the various sins and 
wrongs that they had respectively committed, and shewing that the 
period had arrived when their dispute should cease, for the account 
current of aggressions then balanced. The stratagem had the de- 
sired efiect, and a general reconciliation took place. The Sardinians 
have yet much to learn, not only in civil intercourse, but in the 
delicacies that should attend it *. 

The country is divided into prefectures. The Prefect is a lawyer, 
and is assisted by a military commandant, who furnishes the force 
required to carry his warrants into effect. This regulation has been 
made in the course of the present reign, and may be regarded as an 
important step towards the establishment of a public and regal au- 
thority over the baronial privileges. In the provinces justice is^ 
distributed by the Prefects, whose functions seem to correspond in 

* A gentleman who had, a short time before my second visit to Cagliari, made 
the tour of the island, told me that on one occasion he requested a utensil of a 
particular description, and the pot in which his supper had been cooked was placed 
by his bedside. * « 

c 
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many respects with those of the Scottish Sheriffs. When any par- 
ticular case occurs in which the King considers it expedient to 
appoint ^^ Judge ctf the Supreme Court in the Capital, on purpose 
to try the cause on the spot, wherever this extraordinary Justiciary 
passes, the provincial Courts of Jusdce are silent, and superseded by 
his presence. There are no periodical circuits of the Justices. 

The Laws of Sardinia, civil as well as crimiMd, are contained in 
the Carta di LogUy which I believe consists of the record of local 
uisages and practices ; the Reale Prammatica and Editti e Pregoniy 
,which emanated from the Kings of the house of Savoy, or from their 
Viceroys ; and the Carte Realcy directed from time to time from the 
Sovereign to the Viceroy or to the Real Udiaiza of the Kingdom. 
If the cases agitated before the tribunals are not provided for in these 
codes, the Judges recur to the Roman Law. 

The Judges receive a small stipend from the King, upon which 
they cannot subsist. They are allowed also a certain sum for each 
award that they deliver, which has the effect of making them greedy 
of jurisdiction, and interested in promoting revisions. The admi- 
nistration of justice is in consequence precarious, and gifts to the 
Judges are of powerful advocacy. 

In a country where the Government has so little power in the 
detail of ruling, and where the recdtude of the Laws is so enfeebled 
by the chicane of the Courts, it is natural that the people should 
often surrender themselves to their bad passions. The Sards possess, 
to an eminent degree, the venerable savage virtue of hospitality. They 
are courageous, and think and act with a bold and military arro* 
gance ; but the impunity with which they may ofiend, fosters their 
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natural aspmty. They are jealous of the Piedmontese ; and on this 
account the King has not encouraged emigration from his late 
continental dominions to settle in Sardinia. In their political reso- 
lutions they have sometimes acted with an admirable concert and 
spirit Not many years before the arrival of the Royal Family they 
had some reason to be discontented with the conduct of the Viceroy 
and his Ministers ; and, in consequence^ with one accord^ they seized, 
at the same time, both on him and on all the Piedmontese Officers, 
and sent them hoioe without turbulence or the shedding of any blood. 

In a country where the inhabitants still wear skins, and titles 
remain in a great degree territorial, it is not to be expected that 
learning and the arts of polished life can have made any interesting 
degree of progress. Tliere is, however, an institution in Cagliari 
worthy of being particularly noticed. It is formed for the purpose, 
as it were, of affording an opportunity to humble-bom genius to 
expand and acquire distinction* The children of the peasants are 
invited to come into the city, where they serve in families for their 
food and lodging, on condition of being allowed to attend the 
schools of die institution. 

They are called Majoli, and wear a kind of uniform, with which 
they are provided by their friends. Some of the Majoli rise to high 
situations: the greater number, however, return back to the pro- 
vinces, and relapse into their hereditary rusticity ; but the effects of 
their previous instruction remains ; and sometimes, in remote and 
obscure valleys, the traveller meets with a peasant who, in the 
uncouth and savage garb of the country, shews a tincture of the 
polish and intelligence of the town. 
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The government of the present King is certainly esteemed by 
the people ; but^ considering the extent of the island, it has still too 
strong a predilection to the show rather than to the substance of its 
duties. By continuing impolitic restrictions on the exportation of 
wine and grain, except when there is unequivocally a surplus, it 
seems not yet to have learnt, that agriculture is but a branch of 
commerce ; nor tliat the surest way of securing a supply for the 
home market is to encourage exportation, which gives a motive for 
cultivating the lands, and which, when failures of the usual crops 
arise, by being suspended, furnishes from the cultivation that k had 
promoted a supply for the deficiency. The government of Sardinia 
is in so great an apprehension lest the people should not have the 
necessary quantity of wine and grain, that the trade in these articles 
wants that assured regularity which is requisite to encourage mer- 
chants to embark in it. Licences to export are procured from the 
court ; and, like all other court favours, are probably interestedly 
granted. 

The revenue of the King b not at this time (1811) more than 
eighty thousand pounds sterling; still the paper money of the 
government does not bear a discount of more than six per cent. ; so 
that it may be regarded as not inferior to any in Europe. It 
is only in the dealings of merchants that the discount is allowed ; 
and it is a legal tender to. the extent of half the amount of 
any debt. 

The duty on importations by foreigners into Sardinia is 18^ per 
cent, on the tarif estimates. 
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The population of the island is estimated at about 500,000 
seuls. The peasantry are the vassals of their respective chieftains ; 
and the citizens are commonly employed in the little internal com- 
merce which the country afiPords. The nobility are numerous and 
ignorant ; and the same terms may be applied to the ecclesiastical 
locusts. 

The exportable commodities of this island, owing to the condition 
of the inhabitants, still consists of very primitive articles ; but which, 
notwithstanding the warmth of the climate and fertility of the soil, 
are not numerous. Wheat, in considerable quantities, is exported 
from Cagliari, the Gulph of Palmas, Orestano, Algheri, and Porto 
Torre, the harbour of Sassari. There is one kind of white wine, of 
a very superior flavour, made near Caghari ; and the red of the same, 
neighbourhood, as well as that of the district of Oliastro, is of a 
strong good body, improves by transportation, and, with age, would 
become esteemed in England. Cheese forms an important article in 
the little traffic of Sardinia. Wool is also collected for exportation. 
Barilla, of a* kind inferior to the Spanish, is also exported ; and tho 
salt works near the capital furnish a few cargoes. The Tunny fishing 
is one of the chief objects of the care of the government, and is in a 
respectable degree of prosperity. Goat and sheep skins may be 
obtained in quantities ; and cow and stag horns may be numbered 
among the returns that a merchant might bring from this island. 
In the interior there are extensive forests of oak and other timber 
belonging to the King, but the oak for the most part is not sound 
at heart. Nevertheless it might be usefully employed, and might 
be turned to account by the merchant 
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IThere is a kad mine open, which is reported to be rich, and 
tni^ht be made productive : it is wrought by convicts. But the 
u'ant of roads and of machinery has the effect of prohibition both on 
the mineral and vegetable riches of this island. 

A paper manufactory has been lately established under the royal 
patronage. In Cagliari there is a manu&ctory of cloth for the troops, 
and a tannery, the leather of which is considered tolerably good. 
The workmen are French. There is also in Cagliari a small soap 
manufactory. About eight or ten years ago the rearing of cotton 
was introduced. The silk-worm has also been very lately brought 
into the island, but it has not yet furnished any thing for exportation. 
It seems remarkable that this valuable insect should only have been 
so recently ouldvated here, considering how well the climate is adapted 
to momote its increase 

It is to be regretted that, in the present circumstances, no attempt 
has been made^ on our part, to cultivate a more intimate connexion 
with Sardinia. Except the facilides voluntarily afforded by Mr. 
Hall, our minister, nothing has yet been publicly done to encou* 
rage the British merchants to explore the abundant commercial 
resources of this island. The pecuniary necessities of the court 
of Cagliari would, I think, induce the government to enter into 
any commercial treaty which would afford the prospect of a regukr 
relief to its embarrassments ; and the state of the inhabitants is such, 
that we might calculate on a growing demand for our manuftictures, 
were the intercourse between the two countries established on a firm 
and assured basis. It is plainly the policy of Britain to acquire an 
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insular influence : an influence on the afiections of those nations 
which she b able efiectually to protect^ and on which she has it in 
her power^ from her commercial character^ to confer the most essen- 
tial benefits. 

But while the system of occasional expedients, and the molest- 
ation of points^ shall continue to engage the attention of our states- 
men^ nothings in this way, suitable to the private character of the 
nation^ can be expected. In every thing that relates to mercantile 
concerns, all our treaties have hitherto been singular monuments of 
official ignorance and presumption. It is wonderful that men, versed 
only in files and precedents, should still have the arrogance to suppose 
themselves capable of arranging matters, of which, from their educa- 
tion, they can have little knowledge. There is certainly an essential 
difference between the principles of the French and British systems 
of foreign policy. France is properly the active nation ; and Britain 
has acquired her greatness merely by the vigour of her counteraction, 
led by the enterprising spirit of her commerce. It vrill hardly be 
denied, that if the French would only be quiet, the British govern- 
ment would be content to sit still. In the history of the. rivalry of 
the two nations, every conquest achieved by the British, during the 
lapse of more than a century, has been acquired either immeoHttely 
from the French, or to thwart some of their designs. 
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SICILY. 



][^was landed from the Malta packet at Girgenti. Although the 
few houses at the Mole should no inore be considered as a fair sne- 
cimen of the genera) domestic accoffimodations of Sicily than a fishing 
village in the neighbourhood of an ordinary English town would be 
of those ^f England, there were, nevertheless, such unequivocal indi- 
cations of an hereditary disposition to filthiness, that it was impossible 
to flatter myself with the hope of finding much comfort The house of 
the post-officer, a large building, shewed a handsome enough exterior; 
but the road to the door was abominable, and what had been destined 
for the hall or vestibule, was in a condition only fit for the reception 
of pigs and poultry. Tlie stairs seemed never to have been cleaned 
since the masons' rubbish was removed ; and the rooms, when access 
was effected, presented a striking aspect of poverty and neglect. 

At the post-house I got mules to carry my luggage to the city, 
and A horse for myself. Sending forward the mules, I proceeded, by 
the temples, in company with our Consul, who was so good as to act 
as ni^^icerone, to the ruins of Agrigentum. In the course of our 
ride I noticed the rows of the American aloes which Mr. Brydon has 
described ; and I was gratified with the view of a beautiful country, 
interspersed with vineyards and olive trees. Of the temples, the 
largest is thiat of Jupiter Olympus. It is now a mere heap of ruinsj^^; 
and I could scarcely trace its form. The defaced fragments of the/^*' ^ 
pillars have relapsed into shapeless masses of stone ; an^ the small 
portion of the walls that is still visible, is only sufficient to shew that 
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there has been a building. Not far from this edifice stands a mau- 
soleum^ which antiquaries say is that of Tero, one of the earliest 
Sicilian monarchs. In passing along, several holes in the ground were 
pointed out to me, as openings which led into the Catacombs. The 
Temple of Concord is in fine condition, as an antiquary would say ; 
the parts having been collected and replaced on each other, by order 
of the king. The Temple of Juno has also been re-edified in the 
same manner. But still, even though they be the monuments of 
Agrigentum, the sight of them is hardly worth a sabbath-day's 
journey. The church of St. Martin in the Fields, London, is larger 
than both of them put together, and infinitely more magnificent. 
Whatever the Ancients may have thought of the grandeur of Agri- 
gentum, one can hardly refrain from suspecting, that in order to form 
a true conception of it, we should have pictures as well as words. 
The epithet Palace is applied to the residence of the chief of the 
Hottentots, as well as to the Vatican ; and the two or three score of 
pillars plated with stucco which remain of Agrigentum, are not cal- 
culated to confirm the stories of its splendour- I can never now 
believe that it was really any thing but a respectable Sicilian town, 
when the island was probably a little more prosperous than at present. 

GIKGENTI. 

The distant appearance of this town, which stands on the summit 
of a lofty mountain, is truly superb. The large masses of convents 
and other ecclesiastical mansions, combined with the adjacent pic- 
turesque scenery, induce the mind to expect much internal magni- 
ficence. But the delusion soon vanishes : the vilest lanes in £din- 
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burgh are paths of pleasantness compared to the streets of Girgenti. 
I was shown, among those objects, within the town, that are usually 
pointed out to strangers, the remains of a columnar temple which had 
been hewn out of the solid rock. The cathedral is a large plain 
structure, and celebrated chiefly for a remarkable echo. A person 
standing behind the high altar, hears the slightest whisper uttered 
at the west door, although the distance is between two and three 
hundred feet. This echo is but a trifling curiosity, not half so ex- 
traordinary as the echoes in the alcoves of Westminster Bridge, 
where a whisper articulated in any of them on the one side is heard 
in the opposite in despite of the noise of the carriages. 

The principal commodities exported from Girgenti are grain and 
sulphur. The district makes wine sufiicient for the inhabitants ; but 
it is not remarkable for the cultivation of the vine. The grain har- 
vest, indeed, where the land will admit of general cultivation, is a 
better return than wine ; for the vines do not produce till the third 
year after planting. 

A JOUJBNEY. 

Having staid a few days at Girgenti, I proceeded across the 
mountains to Palermo in a Letica, the only kind of carriage suitable 
to the country roads of Sicily. It is of the form of a coach, and 
carried between two mules in the style of a sedan chair. 

The country between Girgenti and Palermo is what a painter 
would probably call, very beautiful, and a young lady, romantic. It 
is, however, really often savage, seldom pleasant, and altogether 
such as only necessity should lead me to pass again. But in many 
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places one cannot avoid observing the liberality of nature to Sicily. « 
The soil here and there, where the torrents from the mountains 
had worn out channels, appeared to be not less than twenty or thirty 
feet in depth. The fields, from which the harvest had just been 
removed, bore scarcely any traces of tillage. The Sicilian husbandry 
utensils are still in a rude state ; the native fertility of the land 
is never properly excited ; and the thinness of the stubble on the 
fields shewed that the produce had been scanty. 

In the village where I rested for the night my guard procured me 
a miserable lodging in a little wine-shop, but more comfortable, as 
)ie assured me, than I should have found at the inn, where the 
mules and letica were stabled. 

Soon after leaving this village, we entered the great road to 
Palermo. I was equally pleased and surprised at the number of well* 
dressed peasants whom I met returning from the market, and the 
prosperous appearance of the country. The vineyards in many 
places were in excellent order; the inclosures, though formed of 
that cumbrous shrub the prickly pear, were decently enough kept ; 
and neat little country houses were interspersed among the fields. 

After leaving the mountains, and coming down upon the level 
between them and the sea, the approach to Palermo is uncommonly 
delightful. The city, crowned with numerous domes, appears 
scarcely inferior to the idea which one is apt to conceive from the 
descriptions of Brydon. It stands at the junction of several valleys, 
and the surrounding mountains are finely picturesque ; particularly 
Mount Pelegrino, which, in any landscape, would be a magnificent 
object. The sea also adds to the charms of the view. The surface 
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• is frequently enlivened by numerous vessels and fishing-boats^ scat* 
tered over it to the utmost range of the sight. 

PALERMO. 

AU the descriptions that I have seen of the Capital of Sicily 
are rather defective than incorrect. Only the finest things are 
brought into the picture ; the great masses of mean and slovenly 
objects, which everywhere ofiend the eye in the original, are excluded, 
by the prejudices of the taste of travellers. Palenno, notwith- 
standing the number and architectural magnificence of its Palaces 
and Churches, has an air of tawdry want, such as cannot be dis^ 
tinctly described. Poverty seems really to be the ordinary condition 
of the people from the top to the bottom. The ground stories of the 
noble edifices in the Via Toledo, as well as in the other great streets, 
would never have been converted into shops and coffee-houses, could 
the Princes and Dukes above-stairs have easily done otherwise. 

It is the custom here for tradesmen of all sorts to carry on their 
respective employments in the open air. The number, in particular, 
of shoemakers and tailors at work in the Via Toledo is inconceivable. 
Indeed the crowd of persons in the streets is much beyond any thing 
that I have elsewhere seen ; certainly much greater than in London. 
But, considering the extent of the city, only four miles within the 
circumference of the walls, it is impossible to be believed that the 
population is so great as the Sicilians allege. They talk of three 
hundred thousand inhabitants ; a number, notwithstanding that the 
people swelter by dozens together in very small apartments, not to be 
credited. The population of Palermo may be equal to that of Dublin. 
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It appears to me, that it is not only the practice of the Sicilian 
tradesmen to work in the streets, but that particular streets in 
Palermo are, in some degree, appropriated to certain occupations : 
not that each trade exclusively attaches itself to any one part of the 
town, but, generally speaking, it has a local situation, where it may 
be considered as predominant. The Via Toledo seems to be the 
grand emporium of all the professions dependant on fashion. Another 
street is almost entirely occupied with brasiers ; and there is perhaps 
not a more noisy spot in all Europe. Our thin tinned iron scarcely 
seems to be known here ; but considerable quantities of block tin 
are used in the manufacture of lamps, forks, and other culinary and 
table utensils. In a third street I observed a number of female 
children, in almost every house, employed in tambouring and em- 
broidering muslin. The manufacture of muslins has been introduced 
some time, and succeeds so well that it already consumes the prin- 
cipal part of the cotton raised in the district of Terra Nova. Hie 
chief establishment is at Caltanissetta, an inland town, rather dis- 
tinguished for its linen trade. The latter branch is much indebted 
to the war, which has raised the price of German linen so high, that 
the Sicilians are obliged to have recourse to the productions of their 
own looms. The women are the weavers ; their wages are about 9d. 
per day. The same quantity and kind of goods which were sold in the 
year 1792 for a dollar, are increased in value to above a dollar and a 
half. In the neighbourhood of the tambourers^ street there is a lane en- 
tirely occupied by chair-makers and bed-smiths. It may be necessary 
to explain what the latter profession is ; which, I think, does some 
credit to the Sicilians, if it originated with them. The climate of 
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this country is peculiarly congenial to the engenderings of bugs and 
other anti-dormists ; and the inhabitants, in consequence, I imagine, 
have renounced bedsteads of wood, and adopted iron ones. Wei^e the 
frames made of cast metal, they might be rendered ornamental, and 
could be procured, I should think, much cheaper than the hammered 
iron, which is the only kind at present in use. 

THE JESUITS. 

The college of the Jesuits in the Via Toledo, is the finest building 
in Palermo. It may not occupy ^o much ground as Christ Church 
in Oxford, or Trinity in Cambridge, but in architecture it excels 
them ; and it Is adorned with . more costly ornaments. The stairs 
and galleries are spacious. The steps of all the former are made of 
large single blocks of marble, and the walls of the latter are hung 
with pictures and portraits, several of which are said to be very 
good. 

Were we to Judge of the character of the Jesuits by the singular 
manner in which their secular and ecclesiastical superiors have treated 
them, we should conclude that they were a highly dangerous, and even 
a criminal fraternity. But were we to judge by their undertakings, 
or by comparing them> with the other monastic societies, or by 
the tendency of their general views, and particularly by the 
reasons which led to the abrogation of their order, our conclusion 
might be different. In the province of Paraguay, wliere they 
enjoyed the liberty of following their own systems completely, every 
thing in their government, as fer as concerned the publick, was 
excellent. Steadily and directly pursuing the great end for which 
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govemmeats were ordained, they made rapid progress in the forma- 
tion of a community in which acts of public benefit were the only 
means of promoting private advantage. Whether a state so consti* 
tuted was calculated to last, is a question that would admit of much 
discussion. Those who think it was not, may allege the present 
relapsed and barbarous condition of Paraguay; but certainly the 
argument is not perfectly fair. The experiment of the Jesuits was 
only in process when they were compelled to abandon their labora- 
tory ; and it cannot be just to say that the result which they expected 
would not have been realized, merely because the fire happened to 
be suddenly quenched, and the apparatus destroyed. It might be 
stated, that the tendency of the system of the Jesuits was to obtain 
the management of the political machine of the world : to take it 
out of the hands of the hereditary orders and of the military ; and to 
substitute, in place of coercion and prerogative, reason and persuasion 
in the regulation of national affairs : to re-establish on the ruins of the 
Empire of Christendom, which the Reformation had so effectually rent 
and undermined, another Empire of Opinion, over which their own en- 
terprizing fraternity should have the sovereign influence. Without ex- 
amining their professions (for as members of the Roman church their 
professions were necessarily in conformity to itd doctrines), let us only 
look at what they did : they formed a plan of intercourse and corre- 
spondence which extended to every country where they could obtain a 
footing ; and they endeavoured to insinuate themselves into the con- 
fidence of mankind by every species of address that could procure an 
interest in the affections. Where a reputation of sanctity was the 
best instrument of advancement, the Jesuits never failed to distin- 
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guish themselves by the correctness of their morals. Where dexterity 
and address were wanted, the members of the brotherhood displayed 
a penetration and ability which have never been excelled. In short, 
by the exercise of all the various modifications of genius, wherever 
talents excited admiration and acquired power, the Jesuits were 
discovered labouring for the ascendancy. They were a religious 
order, because the character of priests facilitated their views. 

The tendency of the principles of this celebrated society began to 
manifest itself in so many various ways, and with so great a 
uniformity of effect, that it came to be considered as the result of a 
premeditated design. The secular rulers of Europe were alarmed. 
They saw that hereditary rank and privilege — all those things which 
they conceived to be the end for which governments were instituted, 
would be subverted by the Jesuits ; and, therefore, coalescing against 
the Order, they effected its abolition. A partial restoration, however, 
has lately been permitted in Palermo ; and the school of the Order 
is numerously attended. If the times and -circumstances in which 
the restoration has taken place be considered, we may perhaps see 
cause to regard the Sicilian government as influenced, in this matter, 
by a broader policy than is commonly ascribed to its views. The 
success of the French has been, undeniably, in a great measure, owing 
to their general mental superiority. The very errors of the Revolu- 
tionists proceeded from a kind of moral rankness that led to under- 
takings, which were criminal only because they were excesses. 
Armies having been opposed to their armies without effect, it is 
plausible to have recourse to a systematic counteraction of their moral 
vigour. This is a refinement in policy, however, that seems hardly 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



25 

credible ; but it ought to be remembered that in the court of Palermo 
there are many frienda and admirers of Filangieri. 

THE CLEROY. 

In Sicily, as in other countries, the Hierarchy has certainly seen 
the best of its days. The youth no longer consider the service of 
the Altar as the apprenticeship of Fortune, i^Hr the livery of tbe 
Church as the garb of Honour. ITiey shrink at the ridiculous 
appearance of gowns, cowls, and shaven crowns, compared with 
the elegancies of worldly men ; and the indolence of the monastic 
life is no longer a sufficient recompence for submitting to its 
restndnts. The Qiurch, having ceased to be regarded as venerable^ 
is looked upon as ridiculous. This change has arisen from causes 
different from those which led to the Reformation in Luther's time^ 
Tliat Reformation originated in the exposure of doctrinal cor^ 
ruptions ; and it was more because the monastic institutions were 
not found to be authorized by Scripture that they were abolished 
in the countries which embraced Protestantism, than on account, of 
the flagitious lives of their members. But the doctrinal- com:q>tion8 
are not now thought of; nor do even considerations of morality 
much contribute to the increasing contempt with which the eccle« 
siastical profession throughout this province of the Papal empire U 
regarded. The institutions of the Church are now generally estimated 
by their temporal utility ; and, being found without value in this 
respect, are of course deemed oppressive. 
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THE POOR. 



Among the most striking proo& of the decline of clerical wealth 
and power in Sicily ^ is the falling off in the customary largesses to 
the poor at the gates of the convents. The effect of this in the first 
instance is melancholy. The state of the poor is gradually become 
worse, and in Palerfpo the number of mendicants has visibly increased 
,within the last twenty years. Some time since, their distresses 
attmcted the attention of the government ; and a large and extensive 
fAtaUisbment, in imitation of our English workhoUses, was instituted 
to remedy the evil The building, though not yet completed to the 
extent of the design, would do honour to any state. The interior 
regulations are, I am told, efficient and judicious. The inmates 
amount to several hundreds, and their employment is chiefly in the 
different processes of the manufactories of silk. But however well 
intended, this institution is found entirely inadequate to remove the 
distresses of the poor ; and in proportion as the Church continues to 
decline, the number of beggars must increase, until that salutary 
change in the habits of the lower orders, of which the cessation of 
their gratuitous supply is the necessary forerunner, shall have taken 
place. The Sicilian gentry, particularly the females, have the reputa* 
tion of being very charitable. The whole nation, indeed, seems to 
have a great share of benevolence. He must be strongly prejudiced, 
indeed, who would not allow the conduct of this people, to one another, 
notwithstanding the general distrust that indivi4uaUze$ them so 
much, to be both respectable and kindly. 
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LU;^URI£S. 

Among the extraordinary things in the frame of the society of 
this country^ may be reckoned the exeniption of articles of luxury 
from taxation. Neither carriages, horses, nor houses, are subject to 
assessment Even foreign wines in Palermo are rated at little more 
than the wines of the island. But all those necessaries, of which 
the labourer requires as many and as much as the nobleman, constitute 
the means of the revenue. Here the monopolies of bread, fish, oil, 
&c. are annually farmed ; and the privilege of selling ice, which in 
Palermo is as much an article of necessity as porter is in London, is 
disposed of in the same manner. It is hardly possible to imagine a 
fact more strikingly illustrative of the contempt with which the 
people of this island are regarded. 

The quantity of Indian figs, or prickly pears, as they are sometimes 
called, consumed in Sicily, is almost incredible. In every part 
of the country you meet with plantations of Indian figs. In every 
village, stalls are seen covered with Indian figs. At every corner of 
every street in Palermo are piles of Indian figs. If a Sicilian be 
observed eating any thing, it is certainly Indian figs. If he be 
carrying a basket, it is full of Indian figs. Every ass that is seen 
coming into the city in the morning is loaded with Indian figs. 
Every peasant that is seen in the evening counting his copper money 
on a stone, is reckoning the produce of his Indian figs. If an article 
be bad, it is said not to be worth an Indian fig ; and there is no- 
thing in the world better than an Indian fig. It is the only luxury 
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that the poor enjoy ; and, like all other luxuries^ it is exempted 
from taxation. 

'' This is noble^ and bespeaks 

A nation proud and jealous of the hlessing." 

POPULATION. 

The population of Sicily has for many years been gradually in* 
ereasing. The fact has been incontrovertibly established by recent 
extracts from the parochial registers ; a £cict sufficient to prove that 
the condition of the inhabitants must be in a gradual state of im* 
provement. It is deserving of notice^ that the increase of males has 
lately been out of all proportion greater than that of females. In 
Palermo the population has exceeded the increase of houses, and, in 
consequence, it is exceedingly difficult to find aa empty habitation. 
In the year 1809 the demand was greater than had ever before been 
known, and was attended in many instances with piuch inconve- 
nience. Persons who had given notice of removal, . not being able 
to find houses, refused to quit at the term ; and landlords, in order 
to avail themselves of the augmented value of their property, at- 
tempted to oblige the tenants either to remove or to pay a higher 
rent. This excited much conversation ; and, as the Sicilians have a 
great deal to say on all suljects> their noise and clamour at length 
reached the ears of Government^ and it was tfaoaght expedient to 
prder that no person in the possession of a house should, for that 
term, be forced to quit, nor any increase take place in the rate of 
rents. This sudden influx of inhabitants to Palermo is aUpposed to 
be owing to Neapolitan and other Continental emigrants. 
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Although it cannot be douhted that Silcily^ within the last ten 
years^ has begun to shew decided symptoms of improvement, a fact 
confirmed by the testimony of those who have made the statistics of 
the country their study ; yet, in what concerns the arts of deco- 
tation, Paleimo has greatly declined. The ^ buildings erected during 
the early part* of the last century are on a more magnificent^ scale 
than those recently constructed. The style, if I ,may use the ex-> 
pression, was then more spacious, and the interior ornaments more 
splendid. The walls and cieHngs of .the apartments . in the new 
houses are either Btained with simple colours, or painted in imitation 
of paper han^ngs, while the doors and . pannelling are commonly 
plain. But, in the old houses, the .walls are hung with satin and 
tapestry, the doors are gilded^ and the pannels are. often co\^ered with 
mirrors or pictures, r This alteration, in the style of domestic accom* 
modation, might lead one to conclude that Palermo has.&Uen from its 
ancient opulence. But the falling off, in point, of state and shew, 
may be owing to the introduction of a taste for more comfort and 
convenience. The residence of the nobility in the capital, duiing 
the reign of the present king, has diffused among the tradesmen so 
much wealth, that a middle class has b^un to arise here ; while the 
fashionable competitions of the nobility in their entertainments has 
impaired their inheritance, and. forced them to incur debts which 
no longer permit them to maintain the splendour of. their ancestors. 
If, therefore, no palaces be* now building, but many falling into 
ruin, changes may be observed going on which. more than com-^ 
pensate. this disadvantage* /niecsuburbs of Palermo, begin to in^^ 
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dicate somethiDg like the JFonnation of that cooifortable middk daw, 
which is the pre-eminent boast and distinction of England. 



GAMING. 



The Palennitans aie certainly greatly addicted to * cards and 
bilharda. The number of gaming-houses adapted to all ranks and 
degrees is astonidiing. So. genenJ and habitual, indeed, is the 
passion fw play, that it manifests itself in situations wh^re, pre- 
'vioosly, one shoidd not expect to meet with it : it is the ruling 
passion of the Sicilians. In going one morning to the Tribunal of 
Justice, I saw a groupe of card-players sitting on the landing-place 
of the great staircase^ earnestly occupied with their game, al^ough 
the bustle around them was almost as great as that of the Royal 
Bxchange of London at high change time. On. the Marina^ when 
the weather will not permit boats to put to sea, I have frequently 
seen the fishermen, at cards ; nor is it unusual to observe bands of 
idle boys sitting on the steps of the church-doors engaged in the 
same spendthrift occupation. Were this passion confined only to 
1^ higher ranks, I should almost be disposed to consider it as mie 
of those private evils whick minister to public good. It may seem 
paradoxical to assert that the love, of play among the Sicilian no- 
bility is a source of national benefit ; but, nevertheless, the idea has 
some foundation, in fiact. The losers are compelled to resort to so 
many various modes of fnncuring the means of paying their debts of 
honour, that firequent changes of property are produced, either fer 
life or in perpetuity, by which tilie feudal obligations are gradually 
relaxed. The vassals, no longer labouring for those hereditary 
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lords, whose aikestdrs, time out of mind, were the lords of their 

fathers, feel themselves, under new masters, in possession of some 

degree of individual liberty. The surplus of their lahour comes to be 

r^arded less as die property of their masters, and they begin to 

entertain the hope of acquiring something that may be called their 

own. Still, however, as the new territorial superior has the same 

legal privileges as the old, this gives birth to dnpUcity of character .^^ 

and clandestine dealings, in order to ward oflP the executioQ of his 

claims; and the peasantry of Sicily are, of necessity, a cumui^ and- 

equivocatingrace. 

TIME AND BELXS. 

One of the most puzzling thii^ to an Bi^sh stranger in Sicily 
is the mode of reckoning time. I was several days in Palermo 
before I understood it, or indeed suspected that it diflPered from owe, 
having either never heard, or forgotten, llmt the Italian mode of com« 
puting was different from that of the rest of Surope. Sometimes the 
public clock in the Hazza Marina, where I staid, pronounced the 
hours with much audible distinctness, and there was little dif'* 
ference between it and my watch; but it was in general so inco* w' >' 
herent, that I began to think that the intellects of the steeple were 
deranged. The servants in the hotel, being acquainted vrith our 
way of reckoning the hours, never found any difficulty in ui 
standing my orders or inquiries which respected time, and they ah 
answer^ according to our practice. I know not how long I might 
have continued in this state of ignorance and error, had I not over* 
heard a gentleman observe jocularly that it was noon to-day at 
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the seventeenth hour. This expression excited my attention ; and^ 
after I got home, and had thrown myself on a sopha, I began to 
ruminate upon it. ^^ Was it a scriptural mode of expression ?" No : 
^^ for the Jews reckoned from die watches of the night;— ^What can 
it mean ?''--^At this interesting moment, the waiter happening to 
come into the room, was, jiist asiie entered, asked ^by some one in 
the passage, " what o'clock it then was?*' ^' Twenty-one Bnd a 
half,"' answered he. " Twenty>-one and a half o'clock !" echoed I : 
^^ why this is still mere mysterious." I immediately started upright^ 
and began to examine the waiter on the subject. The result was a 
most satisfactory explanation of the whole mystery, and an ample 
vindication of the steeple' from the suspicion that I had entertained 
of its sanity. The Sicilians, it seems, begin 'to reckon their time 
from sun*8et, an hour after which is one of the clock ; in conse^ 
quence, as the dedinatton of die dun alters, the time by tde clock 
at which it is noon also changes. Part of my error as to the public 
clock had arisen, I found, in consequence of its superior endow- 
ments, for it told quarters as well as the hours, and the hours only 
by half dozens; ' 

The subject of Clocks leads one, by the natural association of 
ideas, to* that of Bells. It is not the pracdoe in these Catholic 
Countries to' hang the bells in oiir heredcal manner, on moveable 
axlibs with great wheels that make the steeples quake to the foun** 
dations, but to fix them to a stationary cross-beam. The rope is 
fastened to the tongue, immi^diately underneath which the bellman 
takes post, and, by shaking it backwards and forwards, produces 
the sound. This mode, though the ncMse is much more disorderly 
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dian with m^ i^ reftfly a "Wty flenBible one ; foi^ certainly it i» mudi 
better to move the tongue against the body^ than the body again^ 
the tongue. I sunpett thstt when bells were first imported among 
118^ difections for rmrging them wefe omitted to be sent^ and that 
our laboriotaia ewtom most be considered as another proof of that 
wisdom ct our MiM&tae^ whieh id so justly admired. 

AMUSEMENTS. 

The appettmftoe of the Itatiaa Theatre^ anid the interim)* aarrang^- 
menti I think superior to Durs. The bodies aire snug Kftle lodges^ 
suitable for many other purposes^ as well as of seeing the per^ 
formance on the stage. There is no gallery, but the pit is divided 
into two departments. The back divisiMi, being at a lower rate^ 
answers the purpose of a gallery equally well, and is more easily 
kept in order. Disturbances, mdeed, are not likely to occur in the 
Theatres of Palermo f for the benches are subdivided into a certain 
number of seats each, and, on paying the price at the door, a iScket, 
with the number of the benck and the seat, is given. One is not, 
therefore^ exposed to any pMssme, and a seat may be always secured 
by sending in time for a ticket It is not the custom for persons to 
go alone to the boxes, becavse it is necessnry to pay for the whole 
box. But, in taking a box, tJie number which may be carried with 
one is of no consequence; a good regulation far fsonilies where 
there are many unmarried daughters. The boxes are separated from 
each other in front by a division apparently about a foot broad^ which 
g^ves them a BMcb snugger appearance than the pigeon-holeir df the 
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King's Theatre in London, and adds greatly to the symmetry Mid 
beauty of the house. 

A great part of the audience in the pit generally consists of the 
Officers of the Guards and the Garrison, and some of the knacky 
little ones carry ^mblets in their pockets, which they screw into the 
back of the seats before them, to serve as pegs for their hats. Fe- 
males are not allowed to come into the pit ; and, instead of those 
bawling strumpets that annoy one so much in the London houses 
with " Nice oranges, and a bill of the play," the servants of the 
company in the boxes attend their masters or mbtresses with ices, 
&c. and one person has a monopoly of the sale of refreshments in 
the pit. 

In the Theatres of Palermo the^e are two excellent customs for 
the public, the authors, and the performers. When a new piece is 
to be brought out, the Court generally goes to the Theatre, and, by 
its presence, ensures a fair hearing to the performance. An actor, 
before the sovereign, rarely has presumption enough to sloven over 
his part, and conspirators are restrained in their designs, whether 
they be against the author or the public. The practice of ap- 
plauding, by clapping the hands, is here as vehemently in use as 
with us ; but singers are not obliged to repeat their songs at the will 
of ten or a dozen obstreperous ehcorers. When the applause con- 
tinues so long and general as distinctly to show the wish of the 
audience, the Lord Mayor of the City, as we should call him, or 
the Magistrate next in rank to him, when he happens not to be 
present, gives a sign to the actor, and the song is repeated. Cer- 
tainly neither of these two customs does, in the smallest degree, 
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.infnnge public liberty : on the contrary, by securing justice to indi« 
Tidnals, they promote it. 

It is somewhat remarkable, that the gesticulation on the stage of 
Palermo is more moderate than with us : it is, at the same time, 
much more emphatic. The Sicilians, indeed, excel in this respect ; 
even in the streets one sometimes sees an unstudied display of this 
tacit part of oratory equal to some of our best premeditated ex*^' 
hibitions. 

The apparatus of the Palermitan stage is not, for an instatit, to 
be compared to that of the smallest of the London houses, either in 
point of magnificence or of variety. But in some other things it 
is not inferior ; for, though the dresses are less splendid, and the 
scenery less various, the dramas are got up with much minuteness 
and propriety of decoration. 

The subjects of the performance, however, more than the regu* 
lations of the theatre, or the ornaments of the stage, interested my 
attention. Of Italian Operas and Comedies I was not ignorant; 
but I had scarcely ever heard of Alfieri before my arrival in Palenno ; 
nor was I at all aware of the extraordinary merits of his Tragedies 
till I happened to see one of them performed. The simplicity of the 
arrangement, the majestic energy of the language, and the noble 
public virtue which he inculcates, came upon me with "the fineshness 
of nature and the thrill of enchantment* I had no previous notion 
that the Italian language contained any thing so powerful, nor that 
an Italian of these times had been capable of conceiving sentiments 
so magnanimous. The only fault that I could find, after the firat 
excitement abated, was the elevation of his verse. The Drama is a 
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sepf^^ptaticm <^ p0r9«ps; so^id^ whi^ovtr may be the gmndeqr and« 
glory of their ideas, they should he made to deliver thems^ms in 
tl^e familiar effpv^mom of life. Ther^ is fipotber defect in the oom- 
positioDS of Al£eri, arisipg ^om the copstr^iQi with whioh eireumi 
stfipces are made conformable to the unities. A more natural ar-> 
l^^gemeptji and a style of poetry like the GoUoquial felicity of 
l^l^espefire, would cpn^titate, in my ^ipiop, the perfection of tl)e 
Drama. 

NpQe of the performers that I saw io Sii^ly seemed to have any 
4#gref of uncommon merit The most popular was one who repre-> 
il^nted the vulgar Sicilian character much in the manner that the 
Irji^h and Scottish characters are commonly exhibited in liondon. 

Ii^ Palermo there is a Burritini Theatre^ where Comedies are 
really most divertingly well performed by puppets *. Qn ihiB 9t«ge 
a Signior Topholo is introduced, who seems to be that kind of per- 
sopificatipn of the Sicilian national character that John Bull is of the 
English- But the most amusing part of the perfonnance arises from 
thfr p^i|^^ being made^ in some instances^ to resemble so exactly 
odd chamcters iq the town, that the caricature cannot be mistaken, 
axid i^ver fails to aflbrd indescribable 4e%ht to the loquacious and 
Uvfly Sicili«n3, 

NOBILITY. 

Of the character and condition of the Sicilian Nobles I have 
uniformly received but pne opinion. . The time of by fiar the greater 

a A sknUsr en^rtainmeat wa» some years ago exbibiled at Ran^Iagb, under 
the name of tbe Fantocisi 
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mmifaer is spent in the pursuit of amusement^ and of aay ether 

direct dian the public good. The s&ost c^ th^a are in debt^ and the 

inoomes of but few are adequate to their 4vants : many are in a state 

of absolute beggary. 

One evening, as I happened to be returning hmne, I fell m with 
a procession of monks and soldiers bearing an image oi St Francis ; 
and, not having seen any thing of the kind before, I went with the 
crowd into a church towards which the processim was moving. 
While reckoning the number of the fnars as they entered, and having 
reached a hundred and seventy, all excellent subjects for soldiers, a 
well-dressed gentleman came up to me, and, bowii^, pointed to 
some of the ornaments as objects worthy of a stranger's curiosity ; 
but, perceiving me shy of entering into conversation vnth him, and 
the procession entering the diurch at the same time, he waHced or 
was forced by the current of the crowd away. 

The idol being placed near the high altar, the crowd b^an to 
chaunt a hymn. As they all fell on their knees, and my ti^t pre- 
judiees and small clothes would not permit me to do the same, I 
turned into one of the side chapds, and, leaning against the railing 
of the altar, began to speculate on the spectacle before me^ when the 
stranger agsdn accosted me. Somewhat disconcerted by the in» 
terruption, and by the forwardness of the man, I abruptly quitted 
my place. But, befere I had nuyved two steps, he approached, and, 
bowing, said, I am the Baron M ■ , and my palace is just op- 
posite. At this instant the worshippers rose, and the procession 
turning to go out at one of the side doors nedP whoe we were 
standing, before I could retreat, I feund myself involved in the 
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croiMl^ and obliged to go with the stream. When I reached the 
street, I found the stranger a^in at my side. This is very extra- 
ordinary, thought I ; and, without seeming to notice him, walked 
away. He followed ; and when we had got out of the nucleus 
of the throng, : he seized me firmly by the arm, and drew me 
aside. Enraged and alarmed at this mysterious treatment, I shook 
him fiercely from me. For about the time that one might count 
twenty, he seemed to hesitate ; and then, suddenly coming back, 
repeated, in Italian, with considerable energy, ^^ I, I am the Bu*on 

M • This is my palace ; but I have nothing to eat !" I looked 

at the building, near the gate of which we were then standing : it 
was old and ruinous : there was no lamp in the court*yard, and only 
a faint light glimmering in one of the windows. 

M&taking my silence and astonishment, he pulled out his watch, 
and, placing it in my hand, entreated me to give him some money. 
As I had no disposition to become a pawnbroker, I returned it ^th- 
some expressions of surprise, and took out my purse with the intention 
of giving it to him, for it only contained twa or three small pieces. 
But here all the solemnity of the adventure terminated. He snatched 
it out of my hand, and, emptying the contents into his own, returned 
it ; and, wishing me good night, ran into the gateway. 

In Sicily the number of the nobility is out of all proportion to the 
population, and they are too strong for the government, without 
having any connexion with the people. It seemed to me, that the 
great desideratum in Sicily was a reduction of the number of nobility, * 
and some constitfidon which would subject them more to the controul 
of public opinion, l^thout something of this kind, the resources of 
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the country can never be rendered available to the government; nor 
the government, however absolute it may be in name, made«eally 
efficient : and without this, I may add, the nobility themselves can 
.never acquire respectability as a body. Were they rendered in any 
degree responsible to the public for their conduct, there is a spirit of 
improvement in Sicily abundantly strong to make it a considerable 
kingdom. Many of the poor young diminutive Barons, CoUnts, and 
Marchesies, who are .deterred, by respect for their titles, from embark- 
ing in business, would, if relieved from that restraint, soon be seen 
occupied in counting-houses, instead of lounging at the gaming-table. 
Their little estates would frirnish respectable capitals for trade, while 
their petty feudal jurisdictions would serve legitimately to augment 
the regal authority. 

Political power is in this island subdivided into so many small 
unequal portions, that there' is not enough left to enable the govern- 
ment to act in a way suitable to the extremity of its circumstances. 
The government feels this ; and, in order to preserve itself, is often 
obliged to act in a manner repugnant to the habits of the Sicilian 
nobility, and destructive of their feudal pretensions. This occasions 
discontent, which betrays them into intemperate expressions. These 
are reported, with aggravating insinuations. The Court, in addition 
to the natural jealousy of governments, is vexed by the loss of all its 
splendour, and the finest portion of its dominions, and deems extra- 
ordinary precautions necessary to preserve the little that remains. 
These cannot well be taken against the discontented only : they com- 
prehend the whole nation ; and the nation, feeling itself an object of 
distrust to the Court, becomes, in its turn, distrustful of the govem- 
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ment Wera the regal autbwity bettef defiaed^ md eapaUe of being 
exercifed with uaifbrm eSocty it i» probftUe that the diflcoiiteiits 
engendered ameng the higher naks^ and diaseminated bjthem among 
the lower^ would no* be so strong as they have genetaUy been* 

The present state of Sicily, I am inclined to tinak, resemUea very 
much what I conc^Te to have been thttt of England in the reign of 
Henry VII. The church is falUag, the nobility are losing their 
feudal influence, and the pretensimis of the crown, and the conse- 
quence of the commonB, are visibly extending. It woxat be added, 
however, that there is a vast cBffMenee between the chaiBcier of the 
Sicilians and that of the English <rf the period alluded to. The 
English were a bdd and masculine raee^ rendered fsuniliar with 
danger by a long series of domestic contests. The Siciliaas are of a 
very different description ; and the constitution of the country is more 
likely to be reformed by strangers than by themselves. 

MANNEB OF LIVING. 

Since the arrival of the ftkish in Sicily, the price of meat has 
nearly doubled, and the value of eattle of all descriptions has beea 
raised prodigiously throughout the whole island ; the ^ect of which 
must soon be fielt ia the improved cultivation of the land, and an 
increase of the wages ef labour. The value of aristocratic pcoperly 
will be increased, and the ^ue of the poor man's stodt (his strength} 
will also share in the genual benefit The l%cilians themselves are. 
no great consumers of animal food. SaUads, maeamnies^ and dfives,. 
constitute the main part of their feyre ; and if the frugality that is the 
resist of necessity wwe a virtue, thew ten^ranoe would deserve 
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gteat praiise. Children and young people eat bread to breakfast ; but 
adults seldom take more than a single <nip of coffee. The dinner 
hour is early, and corresponds to the lunching time of the English. 
Supper is the principal meaL They do not diink wine at table with 
one another as we do, but fill their glasses as they please. Nor is it 
the custom to inquire of a stranger, of what dish he would choose to 
eat. The fish afnd meats being cut up, a servant carries them round, 
and the guest takes whichever he likes. There is, in general, 
an evident imitation of British customs ; but, like all imitations, the 
effects are sometimes ludicrous. In Palenno it is not confined to 
dress and the etiquettes of the table ; but extends even to the con- 
struction of the houses. There are several new ones painted to 
imitate bricks, with which the proprietors have heard that the English 
houses are built. The most ludicrous instance of this taste, that I 
have seen, is the palace of Prince Belmonte, at the bottom of Mount 
Pelegrino. The building is certainly in the British style, and not 
unlike the body of Wanstead-house, in the neighbourhood of London. 
The stone of Palermo is so very coarse, that it is necessary to coat 
the walls with a plaster prepared from it. But, instead of the native 
stone colour of the plaster being retained, the walls of this palace 
are painted to resemble brick, to the great disgrace of a beautiful 
marble portico. 

The general foreign tnde of Palermo, appeared to tee to be chiefly 
in the hands of the British ; and the supply of colonial produce to 
be brought by the Americans. The Americans have enjoyed this 

G 
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Walbcb> xvbicfa one might have expected to have heen more natoraUy 
ki oHk* haBdi»> owing to the now impolitic adheiexiGe of our gDv^mmeat 
to that prineijffele of eolomal poticy, whidii in a IbriMr age rendbred it 
neceeaery to oblige ihe planters to tend thdo* produte to the naother 
eoubiary. One might have thought that, having obtaued Malta, and 
ceneidering the great coosunption of colonial produce in the suir- 
rounding countries, c(Misid»ing also the hardships which our planten 
have Buffered by the shutting of the ports uader die dominadon ci 
the French, that a direct ibtercourse wtfuid have been allowed from 
the agonies to that island. But the surprising degree of ignwaaee 
which our diplomatic men shew in the arrangements that they makts 
under the idea of promoting trade, but in effect to abridge it, has 
prevented our planters fr<Hii being benefited by the advantage which 
might have been derived to them froka ^ur possession ef Malta. Nor, 
in our treaties with the SiciUaa governments has any care been taken 
to secure for us that degree of superior favour which we ought to 
possess, considering the vast saci^oes tliat are Inade on otir part, 
for the defence of Sicily. The Americans have, it is true^ consuls in 
Sicily, but there is no diplomatic correspondence between the two 
nations : and yet they enjoy as great privileges, and more fiu^ties to 
their trside> than we do ; notwithstanding that diere is a laige British 
army quartered in the fortresses, and a fleet specially appointed for 
the protection of the island. This, no doubt, partly arises from the 
insignificant characters that we have had in our embassies at the 
court of Palermo* But our interests abonld be placed on a more 
distinct basis than on the personal peculiarities of any indiridnals 
whatever. We are a commercial naAion in what tespects our com*- 
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nexions with foreign powers j and die men who ham the ebsu^ df 
superintendiog the tenves of these oonnexion^ should not only be 
capable of understanding the impcitance of the mercantile ohaMelec^ 
but abo be rendered ineapahle of impairing their own partieukr efaange^ 
without inourriog a positive penahy. The n^Kgenoe, however, of 
our diplomatic rations with Sicily have miw readsttd their extremity, 
and cannot be either longer concealed or endured. 

The territory immediajtely round Pklermo is chiefly devoted to 
the raising of supplies for the city. It liiniishes little for exportatioD, 
though its production are various and numerous. The king has 
lately, for hia own amusement, laid out a piece of gmund with eKve 
trees, where the oil is prepared in the French manner. What is 
made is said to be excellent j but the quantity, as yet, is triflipg* 
The adjacent land not furnishing any great quantity of commodities 
for exportation^ and the manufisurtures of the town being g«neraUy 
in a rude and humble state, the trade oi Fklernto is much less con* 
siderable than might have been expected from its wealth and popu<» 
lation. The facilities for extending the commercial intercourse with 
the interior, stand much in need of improvement The post-oflfice 
establishment, so essential and so fostering to mercantile bm^ness, 
is here in a very contemptible condEition : so much so, that the British 
have in some sort a post establishment for themselves j chie^ in 
conseipence of the imperfections of the Sicilian post-office, and partly 
on account of the want of integiity in the officers, as wdtt as on 
account of the intriguing, distrustful, and prying spirit of the Court 

At a period not long past, it appears to have been the wish of 
die Neapohtan government, to give inducements to foreign merchants 
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to settle in Sicily ; and^ among other r^olations ibr this put^ 
pose, one still exists in Palermo, which seems to have been juidi* 
cioiiftly contrived. It is, in principle^ the same as oar bonding 
system ; but, being calculated more for the detail of dealing, is, on 
that account, more remarkable. It is also of greater antiquiiy. The 
merchants are allowed to land and lodg9 their goods in the ware- 
houses of the custom-house, where they dispose of them to^liie small 
buyers, paying the duties as they sell. This, in the present state of 
the trade of Palermo, is highly admirable.. There are few merchants 
m the city who could commaiid sufficient money to pay the duties at 
importation ; and the foreigner, oh his arrival here, is, in a great 
degree, enabled to transact his own business. The plan, however, 
requires revisal, and might be made a very excellent accommodation 
to the merchant. On a recent occasion, it was rather disturbed by 
the Court ; but my observations relate, chiefly, to the general state of 
things ; and temporary accidents, or errors, it is needless to notice 
circumstantially, unless they serve to illustrate general views. 

AN IMPROVISATORE.. 

On the day after my arrival in Palermo, while passing along the 
Via Toledo, a man accosted me in English, putting, at the same 
time, into my hand, a paper, signed by several British travellers. 
The piM^port of this paper was, that the bearer had acted as their 
guide in viewing the curiosities of the place, and that they had been 
pleased with him. As I was, at the time, not disposed to look at 
particular sights, I desired him to call on me at the hotel, rather for 
the purpose of getting quit of him for the present, than with any 
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intention of taking his assistance; for I have unSfondly, in Ae 
course of my travels, avoided, when I could, these kind of professional 
guides. On the following morning, he accbrdingly paid me a visit ; 
and, among other rare and great qualifications, informed me, that he 
had received from nature the endowment of poesy, and that he was the 
best improvisatore in all Palermo. Just as I was about to ask for a 
specimen of his talent, the landlord came into the room ; and, by 
divers significant winks and nods, admonished me to send the Cicerone 
away, which I did. On inquiring of the landlord, who spoke a little 
English, what the fellow was, " Oh my God !" cried he, " that is 
one grand furbo^ He shall not come in house of mine. He play 
at cards^ and take away all the money. He is one spy. He will ask 
you for the news. You will tell him, without the particularmenti. 
Then he go to Castroni of the police, and say what he heard from* 
English gentleman. My God ! Signore, he is one poet ! When 
he come again, you tell him to go to hell/' " I shall certainly foUow 
your advice,'* said I. 

Next' day,^ the Improvisatore again made his appearance. He 
held in his hand two sheets of paper, magnificently stitched together 
with a pink ribband ; which, with a smiling and triumphant look, 
bowing at the same time^ he presented to me ; and, seating himself, 
began to take snu£F. The paper contained a congratulatory ode on 
my arrival, written in English ; but such incomparable nonsense I 
never before perused. Notwithstanding I had, d priori, resolved to 
drive him out of the room, the absurdities of the composition com- 
pelled me to laugh, and it was quite impossible, in that state, to be 
so rude. The bard himself also began to grin with hope and 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



4^ 

Mtlsfaction ; bat a gentleman^ happening in that crisis to call, to 
whom I shewed the ode^ told me, that the same fellow had presented 
a copy of the same verses to a friend of his a few days before. 

BOOKSELLERS. 

During my first peregrination^ through Pal^rmo^ I began to 
fwm a very respectable opinion of the state of literary knowledge 
among the inhaUtants. In almost every street I saw shops full of 
venerable looking books ; seemingly, by their size and binding, the 
most ancient editions of the classics ; and evtty shop was crowded 
with customers, intent to communicate, and eager to learn. Desirous 
of ascertaining what species of literature was most in fashion, I 
resolved to make a tour of the booksellers ; and, having breakfasted 
earlier by an hour than usual, I accordingly sallied forth. But on 
going into the first diop, the servant whom I had hired to act as 
Sicilian interpreter, having previously understood die cause of the 
untimely breakfasting, eame up, and said that it was not a bookseller's 
but a notary's shop. " Well then," said I, " let us go to the next." 
It was a lottery-office* To the next : it was agaiA a notary's. Not 
to be tedious, let it suffice to say, that all the numerous shops, with 
the venemble books, and throng of customers, turned out to be either 
lawyers' or lottery-offices. In the whole city of Palermo, which 
probably exceeds in the number of palaces all the cities of the British 
empire put together, and the population of which is more than 
double that of Edinburgh, there are but two regular bookseUers. 
Ihere are, it is true, several other shops where books are sold; but they 
are mean and dirty, and only antiquaries and vermin frequent them. 
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QUAIL SHOOTING. 



In the montli of September vast flocks of Quails come over from 
die Continent to Sicily^ and^ being fatigued by their flighty are easily 
shot on their arrival. The pleasure u4iich the Palecmitans take iat 
this sport is incrq^le. Crowds of all ages and degrees assemble on 
the ^ore^ and the number of sportsmen is prodj^ous. In one 
groupe I reckoned eleven ; and^ in leas than half a mile, thirty«*fottr 
groupes ; each consisting of ftmn two to five peroons^ with as many 
dogs. Hie number in boats is, p^iiaps^ greater than those on the 
knd. From morning to night they watch <jie coming of the Inrds^ 
and nature seems sometimes to be con^ered by patie&ce ; for I saw 
one day a sportsman actually asleep, his head restii]^ on his gun. 
But, on observing the proceedings, this, did not appear so m«ch out 
of diameter as I at first supposed. For the aqnatics fimt seeic^ the 
^pails, llieir firing muses and gives si^al to the landsmen. Then 
eaviaUe is the lot c^ the idle apprentice^ who, with a borrowed old 
musket or pktol, no matter how unsafe, has gained possessions^ the 
feriliest accessible rods, where there is but room lor himself and 
his dog, which he has fed with bread only, all the year round, for 
these ddigfadul days, and which sits in as happy expectation as 
himself for the arrival of the*quails. 

ST. ROSALIA. 

I made a pilgrimage to the shrine of St BosdUia on Mount 
Pelegrino, not performed without toil; but the magnificent pro- 
spects which display themselves at every turning of the steep ascent 
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tend ta lessen the fatigue^ and excite to new efForts. The shrine of 
thislbeloved Goddess of the Palermitans in no respect £dls short of 
the description given of it by Brydon. Bhe is worth several thou- 
sand pounds ; at least I am sure she has dowry enough to awaken 
the afiections of any General in the French service. When one 
reflects on the romantic history and benevolence ^f the beautiful 
Rosalia^ it is really no wonder that she is so much adored. I ob- 
served, by one of the votive offerings, that she had only a few days 
before wrought a very notable miracle. The miracles of the Roman 
Saints are, in fact, only events of that' sort which we call providen- 
tial escapes, and are commemorated by the votaries presenting to 
^e shrines, with money or trinkets, paintings representing the ac- 
cidents. Sometimes the painting represents a tooth-drawing, and 
even more laughable subjects. 

The festival of Santa RosaHa is, by the concurring testimony of 
all who have seen it, the most superb ecclesiastical exhibition in 
these regions. Every dealer in finery looks forward to it as the 
fermer does to autumn. The wealth of the confectioners is esti- 
mated by the number of festivals that they have been in business. 
One seller of iced water in the Via Toledo^ who distributes his 
glasses at the rate of a grain each (the twentieth part of eightpence), 
is said to sell, during the festival, to the amount of twenty pounds 
sterling a day. If a baronial family be stinted in its meals, children 
and domestics are all consoled with the expectation of the profusion 
that shall abound at this feast 
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ACAJDEMT OF PAINTING- 

Every man who passes tbe Straits of Gtbraksr preteffils to some 
stqperior power of discrbEiioation^ in tbfe arts of Painting atid ^Sealpture, 
I might jasdy be charged with afibctktidn^ did I not deefaere ihat 4lie 
pictures, in the Royal c6Uecti6n here, afforded me gftat pkasure. 
But, as they have all, no d6ubt, been often enot%h deseribed, and I 
ha|[»pen not to have any Bictionary of Pahiters at hmd to help've 
with details, either biographical or critical, I shsdl not Y^nigtke iso^'nay 
which, in my opinion, are the most beautiful. I only know what 
pleases myself, without being able to assign the principles from 
which my satisfieu^tion arises. This, however, I could not figdl to 
observe, in looking at these well-preserved specimens of the dkill of 
the old masters, that the artists of the English Academy have mttoh 
to unlearn. There is a vicious propensity among them to surpeAs 
Nature. Her shnplicity, v^ur, and graces, are rejected for some 
metaphysical conception of beauty, which the Italian painten newc 
appear to have studied. If criticism be the art of detectkig de- 
viations from Nature, the presumption that oversteps her tnodB^ 
deserves chastisement as much as the vulgarity that disfigufes her. 
I cannot withhold my' inconsiderable approbation finom the excellent 
plan in practice here for improving the art of painting. The Royal 
collection of pictures is chiefly iexhibited in the saloon of the palace, 
where the students belon^ng tq the Academy have permission to 
draw, with every facility to promote, their studies, and a master to 
diveet them. There is, at present, no native artist in Palermo of ex- 
traordinary merit ; but I saw at igrork, in the Palace, several young 

H 
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men who copied with fidelity and great splendour of effect. This 
libecal and judicious arrangement cannot long continue, without 
assisting the developement of original genius. 

It may be considered as a shocking disr^aid of keeping, to pass 
firom the master-pieces of the Italian artists to the Barbers' signs of 
Palermo ; but the human mind is so framed, that such associations of 
ideas are nevertheless natural. For the barbers' signs here are 
pictures. They commonly represent a naked arm, just punctured by 
a lance held in an adjacent hand. 

MODB OF SEPULTURE. 

The concatenation continues ; and I am led by the images that 
suggested to me cases of sickness and doctors, to think of the inter- 
ment of the dead. 1 had been fully six weeks in Palermo bdbre I 
was so lucky as to see a funeral, although '< the host" at that 
time had evidently a great run. Happening to mention this cir- 
cumstance to a gentleman, he amused me much by his account of the 
Palermitan mode of burial. The dead are put into sedan chairs, and 
carried quiedy to the church, where the friends and relations meet 
and pay their last respects. These sedan chairs resemble exactly 
. those which are used at Bath to carry the hospital patients to the 
waters. Some of them are appropriately adorned with the armorial 
bearings of the king of terrors, vw. two bones in Or, as a Saltier on 
afidd Sable; crest, a scull; motto. Memento mort. 
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MARINA. 

The mention of heraldic ornaments recalls to remembrance the 
Marina^ where the nobility and their emblazoned carriages make so 
great a shew. It is chiefly frequented during the summer evenings. 
I have never seen, nor can I imagine, a more charming place for 
similar recreation. The walk is a raised pavement next the sea. t!)n 
it the Patricians mingle with the multitude, sharing the impartial 
blandishment of the air as it comes refreshed from the water. The 
views, both towards the east and the west, afford supearb prospects 
of mountain acenery ; and the moving vessels in the bay form an 
agreeable contrast to the stationary objects of the town. But the 
universal gaiety which prevails, on this delightful place, is even mope 
fnquisite than the variety and cheerfulness of the views. The heaft 
must be sullen indeed that will not relax on the Marina of Fklermo. 

THE cou&T. 

£very tnveller who gives his observations to the public is a kind 
of spy ; for ofteny after he has been hospitably entertained, he finds 
himself obliged to make communications, which may lay him c^pen 
to the charge of iogratitude. In the little, however, that I have to 
say relative to the Court of Palermo, I am mider no temptation to 
disguise my real sentiments. At the same time, I am so fully sen- 
sible of the difficulty, to a stranger, of justly appreciating the cha- 
racters of public persons, and of the danger of trusting to popubtr 
report, that'I am almost inclined to omit the topic entirely. I feel 
also a restraint arising from another cause. There seems to me a 
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sufficient disposition excited in the public mind of England against 
the line of political conduct pursued by the Court of Palermo ; nor is 
the spirit of the age indulgent to the errors of princes. 

The queen must, undoubtedly, be considered as the first person 
in Sicily, as the king leaves all the afl&irs of the state to her manage- 
ment; and certainly she conducts them "with much address and 
splKt The wisdom of her measures, as to the efiect intended, is 
another question. In her attention to business she is quite indefa- 
tigable.; and the number of letters and papers, which appear in her 
own hand-writing, is so extraordinary, that I have heard her appli- 
cation described as a passion for doing' every thing herself. Not- 
withstanding the moral d^ects generally laid to her charge, she is 
said to he much esteemed by • her immediate attendants, and to 
possess many amiable qualities. In her affections, as a mother, she 
is entitled to the greatest respect. It is indeed not uncommon to 
find the public and private character of persons in high stations at 
variance. The great infirmity of Queen Caroline's mind arises from 
iJbe vehemence of her feelings. She considers her uftdertakings 
with too much earnestness, and looks upon every measure that ;she 
plans as in some sort her last stake. Were she a gambler, it is pro- 
baUe that her anxieties would be as strongly roused at sixpenny loo 
as by the hazard of all she possessed in the world. When one re- 
flects on her misfortunes, it is not surprising that she should have lost 
that r^al equanimity which is expected on the throne. Bom to the 
highest earthly dignity, and fostered, unconsciously, by the cir- 
cumstances attending the early part of her life, into a belief that she 
was almost of a species superior to the ordinary human race, she 
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could not be otherwiae thaxi, proud. All the predijl^tions of her 
diBposition were settled intq habits before any event occuired to iifiform 
her that tibe daught^ of so many eooperors was withm the re«ch of 
adversity ; but, few women have ever ejadured greater afflictions. 
Her sister has fallen on the scaffold. The family of that sbtei^ 
has been compelled to implore alms and shelter from its ancient 
enemies. She cannot name one relation, or fiiend, that has not suf- 
fered degradation. She has, herself, been compelled to become a 
fugitive, and. knows, whidi, to a mind like hers, is one of the greatest 
miseries, that many of her former flatterers are now repeating their 
sycophancy to the robbers that have taken possession of her home. 
Nor is this all; she knows that her favourite daughter has been 
poisoned. The house that she inhabits is but a precarious lodging, 
in which she never lays her head upcm her pillow without the dread 
of being roused by a warning to quit, or by a fiat that may make 
her a beggar, or a prisoner. Did her situaticm afford any prospf ct of ' ID? 

improvement, it would lessen the sentiments whicb her great mis- 
fortunes inspire ; but, wherever she turns her eyes, she can witness 

only affliction aqd dismay. Even as a mother, she is cut off from 

« 

the pleasure, of that redeeming hope which sofitens the present 
distress of a parent : for she sees none of her descendants capable 
of contending with the staunch destruction that has been let loose on 
ibe race of Austria and the Bourbons. Her second son. Prince 
Leopold, was sent, in a late expedition, to the coast of Naples, with 
some expectation that he would distinguish himself : the expedition 
feiled ; and the Prince, in many respects, disappointed the hopes of 
his mother. .Befwe he had time to land finun ike frigate that 
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Irooght him back to Palermo, she went, it is reported, in a pri- 
vate boat, along side. The Prince, recc^nizii^ her, hastened to 
present himself; but she spumed him away^ in a passioa of grief 
and vexation, bitterly upbraiding him with the .mortification whi^h 
he had added to the misfortunes of the family* 

The chief merit of the King is his good-nature, of which he 
possesses an abundant portion. He is, I think, very popular among 
the Sicilians ; who, in no small degree, manifest the same cha- 
racteristic as their sovereign. Not taking any active part in the 
proceedings of the government, he escapes the odium of ita 
measures ; and he has, occasionally, interfered in cases of particular 
grievance, in a way that has obtained the applause of his people ; so 
that, in those acts where he has appeared at all as the monarch, he 
has been always seen to advantage. I have been told that he is 
partial to our national character, and not even irritated at the free- 
^ffl^ dom with which his own conduct has been treated by some of our 

writers. An anecdote, which I have heard, server to illustrate both 
this part of his character and his constitutional good humour. A 
party of English officers and gentlemen were dining together in a 
house situated over a gateway through which carriages pass in going 
to one of the theatres. It was in the winter- lime, and they had a 
wood fire. Just at the moment when the royal carriages were ap<* 
proaching, one of the company, in frolic, happened to fling a 
burning stick at another, who, in warding it off, threw it out of the 
window, and it fell- on the King's coach. In an instant the house 
was filled with guards. The Ample hct of the accident was told to 
the <^ficer, who immediately r^MMrted it to the king. ^^ O, very 
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Well/' said Ferdinand, ^^ let them alone ; they are only drunk ;'' and 
accordingly no farther notice was'taken of die affair. 

The hereditary prince is seldom the subject of conversation, 
being known merely as a man of quiet manners and domestic habits. 

Considering how much the Government of Sicily is indebted to 
Great Britain, we ought to possess a greater influence in the di- 
rection of its public measures than we Imve yet obtained. That the 
queen has hitherto resisted all interference of this kind is not sur- 
prizing, when we ccmsider the character of the persons to whom the 
management of our afiairs in Sicily has been entrusted. However 
respectable as private individuals, none of them have been men likely 
to carry that authority, as statesmen, which was necessary to overawe 
the intriguing spirit of the Neapolitan Court. Diffidence is not a 
diplomatic virtue ; but, for some strange reason or another, it would 
appear that we think our foreign ministers should be the meekest 
spirits in the nation. 

None of the Sicilian statesmen, during the first time that I was in 
the island, were spoken of as persons of much capacity, nor did I find 
that they had improved in reputation when I retumedMhe second 
time. The talents of the queen kept them in a state of inferiority, 
from which they had not energy enough to rise. They were allowed, 
however, to possess a kind of prudence, which tempered the impas- 
sioned conduct of the queen ; but it was allied to have in it more 
cunning than wisdom. The school, indeed, in which they had been 
educated, was not calculated to prepare them for that manly course 
of action to which they have been called in latter times ; nor to fit 
them for an intercourse, which subjected their conduct to the scrutiny 
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of the British public. The kingdom of Naples^ standing out of the 
vortex of European politics, was, for a long time before the French 
revolution, not involved in hostility with any great power. Tlie 
opportunities for promotion in the Court wete, in consequence, few ; 
and the avenues to distinction, full of rubbish, llie road to place 
was by the toll-bar of corruption; and success, even at the tribunals 
of justice, was obtained only by the advocacy of fees. The govern- 
ment had rarely occasion to undertake any enterprise in which it was 
necessary to consider the popular sentiments ; add the people little 
regarded the proceedings of the government. To prevent scarcity, 
and to keep the peace during the public spectacles, seemed to be all 
the duty of the government of Naples. Still it was expedient, that 
it should have the shew, at least, of greater afiairs; and the ministers 
and courtiers, to maintain their consequence, were obliged to throw 
over their petty concerns a veil of mystery, which magnified them, 
not only to the eye of the public, but even deceived tiiemselves. 
From this artificial and sinister course of proceeding, grew that 
sceptical and derelict habit of thinking and acting, which aU travellers 
have repreAnted as more peculiar to the Nesq)olitan statesmen than 
to any other people. Every thing about the court of Naples was 
managed with the dexterity and providence of intrigue and conspi- 
racy. All was in masque; and truth, and honour, and justice, 
when they appeared in their native fairness, were regarded, like 
every thing eke, only as painted artifices, and treated as such. In 
many points, the court of Palermo resembles tiiis disagreeable 
portrait ; and the change in political relations, since we obtained the 
military possession of the island, ought to prepare tts for unsatisfectory 
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events. In her double tie, of grand aunt and grandmother to the 
Bmpress of France, the Queen may reasonably calculate on partici- 
pating in the favour of Napoleon ; especially as his systematic 
endeavours to establish a corporative despotism over the continent, 
embrace all his domestic relations. It is, therefore, natural, that, if 
she can obtain security, by acquiescing in the views of her new* 
relation, she should Hot only relax in her professions of regard 
for us, but give way to those feelings, which the frank -speaking 
spirit of the British public irritates in the bosom of every continental 
sovereign. Nor will she be blameable for thus seeking her own 
iiyterest : the fault will lie on our side, if we db not take care to 
prevent the disgrace of such a desertion. Self-interest is the 
motive of all alliance ; and care should be taken, that the sacrifices, 
which we have made for the Sicilian court, shall yield their expected 
and just equivalent 

MONT R£AL£. 

When I had satisfied my curiosity respecting Palermo, I proceeded 
to make the tour of the Val di Mazzara, the western district of Sicily. 
On reaching Mont Real^, which is only four or five English miles 
from £he capital, I resolved, having heard a great deal of the Mosaic 
ornaments in the cathedral, to pay it a visit. The architecture is in 
a mongrel style : columns of the classic orders supporting Gothic 
arches. As for the Mosaic pictures, they are not worth the trouble of 
putting on one's spectacles to look at. The subjects seem chiefly to 
represent passages in the Pentateuch. The ark is a thing like a 
brute beast J and there are angels, or rather fantasies with wings. 
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like imto nothkig iti the heavens above^ nor in the edrdi beneadi, ricAr 
in the waters under the earth — no, nor any where else. 

The city of Mont Real^ is but a mean place ; and, being the seat 

of an archbishop, is, of course, grievously infested with clergy. Tliey 

have had the assurance, lately, to begin the construction of another 

' large church ; but it is not likely that they will now have the felicity 

to finish it. 

LASALA, ALCAMO, AKD S£G£STA. 

After leaving Mont Real^, the appearance of the country becomes 
wild and dreary. There is but little grandeur in the aspect of the 
hiBs, to compensate the traveller for their nakedness and poverty. 
But as the road winds down the steeps towards Lasala, the prospect 
of a fertile country gradually opens, and the town, at a distance, 
appears to be a place of respectability. Here, on account of rain, 
I was obliged to halt; and, going into a little coffee-house, which 
was kept by a man who had been a servant to an English gentleman, 
I requested him, by way of passing the time, to make me tea. 
Observing the landlady busily employed over a pot, which appeared 
to be full of perywinkles of an extraordinary size, I began to think 
of asking for a few ; and, by way of preliminary; requested to look 
at l^em. They were snails. The landlord said, that if I was obliged 
to stay the remainder of the day, he had a parcel still better, which 
he would dress for my dinner. '^ Minced, and mixed with crumbs 
of bread and grated cheese, they make,'* said he, " a delicate dish.** 
This threat only served to quicken my desire to depart. 

While the letica was getting ready, I walked through Lasala, 



Digitized by CnOOQ IC 



B9 

wkicby though not anawering the expectation inspired by the splen- 
dour of its distant appearance, is still a very decent coimtry town. 
The population, may be about three thousand souls. It has a^ theatre; 
and I observed an opera and. ballet announced for the evenuig. 
This, if any thing could, would have tempted me to stay ; for a 
company of Sicilian strolling players must certainly beggar description. 

The hew road,, from Palermo to Lasala, is so good, that it would* 
not discredit England ; but it terminates at the latter town. About 
half way from Lasala to Alcamo, I crossed the little river Diato, by a* 
brMJge, which, by an inscription upon it, appears to have been erected' 
in.' the sixteenth century. At that time, it is probable, the old roadi 
waa made ; part, of the pavement of which I had observed in several: 
places as I came along. Owing to the great depth of the vegetable 
mould ih this country, it is necessary to pave the roads through the 
valleys; and no repairs being, consequently, required for many years, 
the funds appropriated to this purpose become diverted to othw uses. 
For defraying the expence of the roads which are now making from 
Palermo through the interior, a duty was at first levied on the exports 
of produce ; but it has judiciously been converted into a small 
assessment on cattle and territorial property. 

Alcamo, hke the greater part of the old Sicilian towns, is situated 
on the brow of a lofty hill. . The walls, battlements, and churches, 
present an imposing appearance, but the first peep within the gate 
dissipates the admiration of the traveller. The prospect, howevw, 
mends on entering, for it contains several handsome houses ; and the 
ipn, for a Sicilian locanda, is not bad. 

The immediate neighbourhood of Alcamo is in a tolerable state 
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of caltiyation ; but oa approachiDg the ruins of Segesta, the. scenery, 
becomes more nigged, the land is neglected^ and the mountains are 
lonely and desolate. The ruins of the temple haye, like those ctf 
Agrigentum, been re-ec^fied by his present majesty. 

Soon after leaving the temple of Segesta, I observed a very inte« 
resting specimen of Sicilian agricultural industry. On one field^ 
eleven pairs of oxen were dragging eleven ploughs, driven by eleven 
men, all in a line, one behind another, and yet not making a deeper 
impression on the soil than a good English harrow would have done. 
The Sicilian plough, notwithstanding the antiquity of its form, 
is really a very humble instrument. Owing, in a good measure, to 
the wretched state of the plough, the fertility of the Sicilian soil is 
never properly brought into action. The mere surface of the ground 
is only, as it were, scratched. Is it, therefore, surprising, that the 
produce is scanty, or that the harvest is seldom more than ade- 
quate to the support of the inhabitants ; although it might be ren- 
dered sufficient to maintain more than three times their number? 

TRAPANI. 

Trapani, in point of consequence, is the fourth city in Sicily. 
It is well built, and contains several handsome edifices, both secular 
and ecclesiastical. The fortifications are respectable ; and formidable 
addillpns are now piaking to them. It might, indeed, be easily made 
very strong, as it stands on a peninsula. But, while it is supplied 
with water by an aqueduct, redoubts and ramparts are useless. 
If but a single arch be thrown 4^wn, the plaqp must surrender. 
The population is estimated at about thirty thousand souls, and the 
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natives have long been celebrated for Aeir pn^ciency in the fine arts. 
The Marina, as the space on the outside of the walls, towards the 
sea, is called, if not so large as that of Palermo, is more various in 
the prospects that it affords. Numerous mounds of salt, on the 
shore beyond the harbour, appear like the pavilions of an army ; and 
the ^gadean islands in the offing, give a pleasing variety to the 
view of the Mediterranean. 

Trapani is one of those kind of places, which I had imagined 
existed no longer. It is an Italian town in the style of the sixteenth 
century. It has an academy of design, and two literary societies, which 
have also the title of academies. This place has been the mother of so 
many eminent artists, who have ornamented it with their earliest pro- 
ductions, that it would be unpardonable to pass them without i)ot|h|^ apl 
Erranti, one of the most admired, if not the most eminent, of all the 
living painters, is a native of this town. In Italy, where theexceUbnce 
of pictures is so well understood, several of his works are r^aotled 
as little inferior to those of Raphael. A few pieces which he painted 
before going to Rome, are in the possession of persons who, at the 
time, were his companions ; though evidently juvenile essays, they, 
undoubtedly^ indicate a genius, peculiarly sensible to, whait may be 
called, the serene sublime. He was the son of a shoemaker, and very 
early manifested a decided disposition to drawing, but his father 
obliged him to follow his own profession; nor was it till after he 
had spoiled a great deal of leather by scratching figures on it with 
an awl^ that he was permitted to indulge the invincible propensity 
of his genius. He was six and twenty years of age before he went 
to Rome. Erranti, at present^ resides in Milan, from which, three 
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are esteemed among its greatest ornaments, The< war hfia, hithertp^ 
prevented his being known in !Q^ngJand« Several years agp, some 
notice was taken of his works in the London Morning Post newsr 
paper; but I have not heard that any of his. pictures have yet come 
among tv^. Erranti is in correspondence w^th the gentleman at 
whose house I had the pleasure of staying in Trapani ; and wrote to 
him lately, that, having done something for fame and fortune to 
himself, he intended now to execute a work that should be useful to 
others* The subject he has fixed upon, is, perhaps, the very best, 
that could have been chosen' for the purpose. It is the damsels: 
splaying their naked charms before Zeuxis. 

The greatest curiosity in this town, perhaps in Europe, is the 
oratory of the church of St. Michael. It is, indeed, a most tre- 
mendous chamber. The place in which the incarnated devils of the 
Spanish inquisition held their sittings, in aU the plenitude of their 
iniquity^ could not be more terrific. It contains about a dozen niches, 
and in each is placed, a group of h^man figures, of the natural size, 
representing an event or passage in the sufiferings of Christ. If 
considered only as exhibiting an innocent man under persecution, 
or even but as the different stages of a criminal's punishment, they 
cannot be contemplated without inspiring a strong degree of horror. 
The group which seemed to me the least terrible, and in the best 
taste, is that which represents the temporary apostacy of Peter. 
The time chosen by the artist is the crowing of the cock. Jesus is 
conducted by a band of soldiers from the house of Pilate, and, passing 
hb £dthless iriend, looks at him with a coimtenance full of com- 
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INUision. The constei^Qation and contrition of the apostate is beyond 
all praise^ simple and impressive^ These surprising sculptures are, 
tmfortunately, of wood. They are, chiefly, the works of llpa, a 
native of Trapani — the same artist who executed a much admired 
St. Michael, in the imperial collections of Vienna. The present 
king of Sicily, being informed that the surviving relations of this 
artist were in very humble. circumstances, some •years ago bestowed 
a pension on the representative of the family ; and, notwithstanding 
hid own great pecuni^ embarrassments, it has ^ways been regu- 
larly paid. 

Tl}e church of St Lorenz6 here, was planned by a Trapanesle 
architect of the name of Amico, who published, at Palermo, a 
collection of his own designs } wMcfa, I am told, is esteemed even by 
the Roman virtilosi. The chm-ch, were it fully completed, would 
ceHainly be a handsome edifice. There are so many productions, 
both in sculpture and painting, of considerable merit, the work df 
native artisrts, that it would be tedious to enumerate them : there is, 
in &ct, at Trapani, a sufficient number to amuse the general traveller 
two or three days, and the student still longer. 

Though but of small commercial importance at present, Trapani 
is dho not unworthy the attention of tiie merchant. It is the 
principal town of the Val di Maz^ara, the most productive province 
of Sicily ; but, for a long period, it has been a place to which vessels 
have resorted merely for the produce of the adjacent country. The 
gteat staple of its copimerce is salt, vast quantities of which are 
annually prepared in the immediate vicinity. About a thousand tons 
of barilla, when the cVOp is good^ are also exported ; and the Wine of 
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the adjaoent district is getting into repute, both in England and 
America. Within the city, ^er^ is an inconsiderable silk manu* 
factory ; but the looms are in a very rude state, and the stuffs are, 
of course, inferior. There is also a tan-work : but the produce of it 
is mily fit for the coarsest purposes. The polishing of the toral 
which is fished up on this part of the coast, and the engraving of 
intaglios upon shells, no stranger can weU avoid seeing ; for he will 
not be allowed to rest many hours in the town^ till he finds himself 
beset with solicitations to purchase. The intaglios are beautiful, 
and very cheap ; and he must have tied his purse weU, who resists 
the temptation to buy. There are also shops, where little statues of 
alabastei^are made, some of which are singularly well executed. 

In passing through a mean lan« of tdis town, I was surprised by 
an incident, that has several times since amused my imaginatiom 
A fat plain-looking woman, spinning with a distaff at her window, 
was singing to herself, with all the flourishes and elegance of a well- 
taught public singer. I halted for a short time, to listen ; and was 
about to conclude, hypothetically, that it was not in painting and 
sculpture only that the Trapanese excelled; when the gentleman, 
who had taken the trouble of acting as my Cicerone, said, that 
she was the prima donna of the theatre, and esteemed one of 
the best singers in the kingdom ; but prevented from promo- 
tion by the uncouth size of her figure. -An opera singer indus- 
triously spinning, was certainly a rare sight ; and I turned round, 
and looked again. This woman was the first Sicilian that I had 
heard singing off the stage ; and I am not a little at a loss to dis- 
cover iipon what possible grounds the nation can be considered 
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musical. I scarcely remember to have heard one of the common 
people attempting to whistle a tune. When we returned home, I 
found assembled several friends of the family with whom I resided, all 
anxious to hear descnptionsof London. I mentioned its population 
of a million of inhabitants ; its circumference, commonly estimated at 
twenty miles ; its spacious squares ; the uniformity and neatness of 
the houses ; the vast docks ; the stupendous bridges ; and the innu- 
merable vessels which cover the surface of the Thames. All this was 
fully credited, nor thought in any degree exaggerated, till I hap- 
pened to say, alluding to the circumstances of the Opera singers, 
that Catalani was pud about five thousand pounds for singing only 
during the winter. I could then clearly perceive, by the astonishment 
which this statement excited, that the greatest part of what I had 
been saying would be discredited. Opulent and prodigal as the inha- 
bitants of London are known to be, it is a fact in its own nature im* 
proliable, that the salary of a singer should be as great as that of the 
€rst minister of the British nation. That a favourite actress should 
become enormously rich, could not be doubted, for such things have 
happened even in this mendicant island ; but it was always owing to 
numerous spendthrift lovers, and never to professional emolument. 
The salary of the Prima Donna of the Theatre of Trapani is about 
thirty pounds sterling per annum^ and her benefit is worth half as 
much more. 

LITEBATURE. 

The state of Literature in Sicily must, I suspect, be considered as 
very low ; but the cause should be ascribed rather, perhaps, to the dr- 
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comstance of the country having been, till lately, only a province 
of a greater kingdom, than to the want of opportunities of acquiring 
learning, or to any deficiency of genius in the people. As the lite* 
jary men of Ireland and Scotland used formerly to resort to London, 
those of Sicily, probably, went to Naples. I say probably, more 
because I think the thing would naturally be so, than from any po- 
sitive information that I have obtained. Besides this, the language 
is still considered but a provincial dialect ; and a Sicilian, in fact, 
uses a foreign language when he writes in Italian. It is less, I con- 
ceive, by the number of publications than by the number of readers, 
that the state of learning in a country is to be estimated. What 
proportion the number of readers in Sicily may bear to those in any 
other European country, I have not the means of even conjecturing. 
But I may venture to affirm, that Sicilian will soon be added to the 
number of the polished languages of Europe. A dictionary, in five 
volumes, quarto, has been published, and there are several poets who 
have' used the language with success ; particularly Don Giovanni 
Meli, of Palermo, whose odes are highly esteemed. He has also 
written several papers in prose with much classical propriety. In- 
deed the number of authors is already sufficient to raise the Sicilian 
tongue from its provincial inferiority, and even, perhaps, to render 
it worthy the attention of a scholar. 

Of the two literary societies in Trapani, one is very antlent. It was 
originally called the j^cademia della Limay but now it is named the 
Academia della Civetta : since the institution of the other, how- 
ever, which bears the more assuming title of the Academia del 
DiscemimentOy it has lost much of its former importance. 
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The Aaademia del Discemimento is composed of the principal 
persons of the place, who assemble, at stated times, during the winter, 
in the Town Hall, where such of the members as are productive 
geniuses read their essays. Two censors are appointed annually, 
whose duty is to show to the . authors the blemishes that are dis- 
covered in dreir compositions, and otherwise to assist the president 
in managing the affairs of the society. 

Besides the two societies, there is a respectably endowed college, 
the professors of which are said to be well-informed men. As they 
do not form a university, they have not the privilege of conferring 
degrees ; but they teach all the different branches of knowledge 
usually taught in universities. 

MAS8ALA« 

After passing the Trapanese salt mounds, the road to this place 
lies, for a considerable part of the way, through a very pleasant 
country. A number of pretty little white-washed cottages are seen 
smirking, as it were, among inclosures, and the prospect, for several^ 
miles, would not discredit the ordinary parts of England. The old 
line of road is so little efiaced,. that^ if the briers were cut down, and 
the rubbish, which has accumulated between the paths, were levelled, 
it would still do very well for the few travellers who pas* along it. 
I saw none but two sturdy capuchins, who had been begging over 
the country, and were returning to their convent with well-filled 
wallets, with which they had loaded a mule. ^ 

The appearance of Marsala, at a little distance, is rather calcu- 
lated to raise agreeable expectations, which, on entering the gates, 
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are instantly dissipated : for^ although it contains several re« 
spectable private houses, and the churches are handsome, the gene* 
lalitj of the buildings are mean, and the streets narrow. The great 
church is planned on a very magnificent scale, but has never been 
finished ; and, in all probability, never will. 

The wine, prepared in the neighbourhood by an English con- 
cern, is well known; and, though, perhaps, not equal An flavour 
to many other kinds of the Sicilian wines, has tended to shew that 
it has been more owing to ihe want of care, in preparing them icr 
exportation, than to any inferiority of quality, that the wines of this 
island have had so little reputation among us. 

MAZZABA. 

A great part of the road from Marsala to Mazzara lies across a 
waste as desolate as Hounslow^heath, and equally susceptible di cul- 
tivation. The town, like all the Sicilian towns, is, for its extent, 
abundantly showy at a distance. The fortifications, being in the 
6ldest and most obsolete style, have a formidable aspect, but nothing 
more. The town within is a collection of relicks and rubbish. The 
fecess of the high altar in the Cathedral is decorated with several 
well-executed Trapanese statues, and an impious representation of 
the Deity -in the shape of a huge incumbent giant. In one of the 
lesser churehes I saw, for the first time, a cadavery — a large well- 
lighted room, containing about a hundred dead men, women, 
and children, placed without any veil or mask to hide the horrible 
look with which they seemed to regard the living. Some of them 
are in niches ; others are lying on the floor. Some are yet entire ; 
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others are half mouldered away. The mode of preparing the dead 
for this hideous and dia^sting exhibition is very simple. The body^ 
cleansed from the bowels^ is placed in a vault, from which the air is 
carefully shut out. In the course of three months the whole moisture 
is exuded^ and the corpse^ having become quite dry^ is then removed 
into the cadavery. 

The population of Mazzara is^ probably^ about three thousand 
souls ; and^ though the seat of the Bishop, the place is much inferior^ 
both in size and consequence, to Marsala* In this town the church 
has certainly made great progress in decay. Several convents are 
almost tenantless ; and others have actually become entirely unin- 
habitable. There is scarcely any other trade than what is conducted 
by an English merchant, who has formed a wine establishment 
here. About the cathedral there are a few scraps and shreds which 
might please an antiquary to look at. 

SCIACCA. 

The road to Sciacca proved more interesting than, perhaps, I should 
have found it had my information been more correct. The ruins of 
Salinuntum lie on the right hand, about five English miles distant 
from the direct road ; and they are certainly worth going fully that 
distance to see. They were the first ruins, I had seen in Sicily, 
that gave me that kind of pleasure which one expects from viewing 
the remains of antiquity. The temples of Agrigentum and Se- 
gesta having been, in a great measure, rebuilt, afibrded me, compa- 
ratively, but little satis&ction. Those, however, of Salinuntum, 
lying shapeless and desolate^ on a lonely promontory^ corresponded^ 
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ezacdy^ to the idea that I had fonned of the remains of a city de*' 
stroyed many ages ago. The rains consist of huge piles of broken 
pillars, of the' most extraordinary dimensions. I measured a capital, 
a single stone, still entire, and found it fully more than twelve feet 
square. I also measured a stone, one of the lintels of the same 
edifice to which the capital belonged, and found it several inches 
more than two and twenty feet in length, five in breadth, and three 
in thickness. How such prodigious masses were lifted into the air 
is not easy to be conceived; but Sicily disputes with Samos the 
honour of having given birth to Archimedes. I traced, without 
difiiculty, the bounds of two other temples, which seem to have 
been more ornamented: though, of smaller dimensions, they are 
surprizing monuments of antient labour. 

Leaving Salinuntum, the road, for several miles, lies through a sort 
of underwood forest, in which I observed the wild pear-tree, and se- 
veral of our most beautiful shrubs and flowers in the natural state. 
After quitting this tract, we reached the steep banks of a stream, 
where the surrounding country seemed well calculated to form a 
back -ground to some of Salvator Rosa's banditti, and I began to 
think of robbers. Having passed down the side of the stream about 
a mile, I saw a bridge of two arches before us. One of the arches 
had fallen in, but the road was carried across by trunks of trees and 
pieces of timber rudely placed together. On turning to go over, I 
perceived a kind of gate at the farther end. A little beyond it was 
a house, lonely and ruinous ; from behind which appeared, as we 
crossed the bridge, a tall stout fellow, in a tawdry uniform. He had 
on a leather cap, more like a huntsman's than a soldier's, with a plate 
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of m^tal glittering on the front of it He wore a short grey jacket, 
and his waiscoat had been scarlet, bat the weather had changed its 
colour, and tarnished the gold lace with which it had been richly 
ornamented. At his belt, made of goat^skin with the hair on, 
hung a clumsy sword, and an ammunition- bag. I had scarcely made 
these observations^ when I discovered a long old-fashioned gun 
standing at the door of the house. A boy, whom I had not before 
observed, ran suddenly in ; and, in a moment after, a third fellow, 
bare headed, looked out. The man in the uniform, as we passed the 
gate, came up, and, stopping the letica, demanded money, and I paid 
the tolL This is the only establishment of the kind that I met 
with in Sicily^ 

With the appearance of Smcca, when I saw it from the packet 
in passing the coast, I had been much pleased ; but a nearer in- 
spection produced only disappointment. The buildings that seemed 
so magnificent, are, it is true, palaces and monasteries, but they are 
either roofless or deserted, and in the last stage of dilapidation. The 
whole town, like Mazzara, bears indubitable marks, not of decay only, 
but, of ruin. How should it be otherwise P The population does not 
probably exceed six thousand persons, and it contains four nunneries, 
«xteen convents, five attorneys, about twenty doctors and apo- 
thecaries, a duke, four marquises, and sixteen barons. 

The trade of Sciacca is confined to the exportation of the pro- 
duce of the country and of the sulphur mines in the neighbourhood. 
I did not learn that it had any manufisurtories ; for I do not con-* 
sider the domestic industry of the women as entitled to that ap- 
pellation. 
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Sciacca must^ I imagine^ be noticed as <^ a city fortified/' It has 
walls and gates^ the state of which may be easily conceived by 
mentioning the strength of the garrison, which consists of five men, 
militia officers. . The whole males of the town are enrolled vo- 
lonteers^ but they are neither armed nor disciplined. The natural 
hot baths here are famous for their efficacy in curing scorbutic 
aflfections. 

In passing along one of the streets a house was pointed out to me 
as having been inhabited by Rosa the painter. What Rosa, or any 
thing more about him, my conductor could not tell. Whether this 
was Salvator, whose paintings so frequently reminded me of the 
scenery of Sicily, I cannot, therefore, presume to say. Salvator Rosa, 
I have always understood, studied in Calabria ; but I have never met 
with any circumstantial account of his life. It is not improbable 
that he may have been here ; lor, in his youth, he was a rambling 
fellow, and, it is said, was actuaUy a member of a gang of banditti. 



ST. MARGABITTA. 



It was about mid-day when I left Sciacca, and at sun-set I 
reached St. Margaritta, a small town in the interior. The locanda 
or inn, in this place, was one c^ the very poorest that I met- 
with in Sicily. The sight of it sickened ipy heart. The walls of the 
bed-room, as black as a chimney, were scrawled with divers 
hieroglyphical devices of ships and asses, which I suppose denoted 
that it had been the occasional abode c£ sailors and Sicilian peasants. 
Bed, there was none ; but across two blocks of wood a parcel 
of reeds were laid as a substitute. There were two chairs ; but 
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ose of them was bottomless^ and the table had lost one of its legs. 
Had the place been clean, all these defects and deficiencies might 
have bten submitted to; but it was stinkingly filthy, and, being 
over the stable, was, of course, swarming with vermin. To stay 
in this hole was out of the question, and I resolved to apply to one of 
the monasteries, having observed no fewer than three handsome ones 
on entering the town, although the population of the place does not 
probably amount to fifteen hundred souls. I accordingly went to one 
of the Franciscan order. Vespers were not over when I reached 
the gate ; and I was obliged to wait a short time in the cloisters. 
When the service ended, a Monk came to me ; and, being made ac- 
quainted with my situation, immediately went for a key, and ad- 
mitted me into a cell, which he said I might use as long as I wished 
to stay in the town. He then left me. One of the muleteers who 
had followed, seeing I was accommodated, returned to fetch my 
bedding, and store basket, and I sat down on the only chair that the 
room afibrded. The Friar had, in the mean time, announced the 
arrival of a stranger ^^ to all the bouse ;'' and I had not seated my* 
self many seconds, when the cell was filled with the brotherhood. 
Some of them were contented with a slight look, and retired ; others 
sat down on tlie bed-side, and on the table, and debated concerning 
me. They spoke only Sicilian, and I did not understand them ; 
faat I endeavoured to make affable faces at them. When the mu* 
ieteer returned, a peasant came to the door, bawling for the Capitano 
Inglese, as he was pleased to call me. The meaning of this vehement 
inquiry I could not divine ; but, after innumerable signs, and much 
roaring, as if our difficulty of comprehending each other had been a 
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real misutid^erstanifing^ a friar who spoke French came in, and 
explained to me, that the peasant had come to beg my interference 
to procure the release of some others, whom he represented to be; 
i^dkinteers that had been thrown into prison hj an officer sent from 
tiie Court of Palerma; but that the fellows were^ in truths great 
ffogues. The circumstance of their application to me, and their ex-- 
pectation that an Englishman would be induced to^ assist them by. 
aUeging the oppression of their own Government, suflBciendy in- 
dicates what are the political notions of the lower class of Sicilians. 

Next morning, at day*li^t, I left the convent, and ha^ not ad^^ 
vanced many miles when the rain began to fall in torrents. The- 
wind being high, I was obliged to draw up the blinds of the letica,,. 
80 that, for the greatest part of the way to the little town of St 
Giuseppe, where the great road tfl Palermo,, from thia part of the 
country, commences, I could see nothing.^ As I approached St. 
Giusepp^, the wind abated; and, not hearing the pattering of 
the rain on the roof, I inferred, like Noah in the ark, that 
the waters were assuaged, and opened a window. The grape^^ 
gatherers, having been inteinipted by the wetness of the mom^ 
ing, were seen returning to their labour. Their faces were be* 
MQDieared with the juice ; and they were, themselves, as noisy as 
the ancient bacchanalians on similar occasions. They did not,.how« 
ever, attack me with any ribaldry, according to the privilege <^ 
their order; but they were abundantly vociferous in their jests on 
one another. 

The harvest and the vintage are periods of reoiunpence and ge«- 
nerosity. The fietrmer receives the reward of his industry, and 
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the laboaver is paid for Us aasieteoce widi a freer heart. The 
hands. are filled^ and the miod, participatiiig in the abnndanoe'^ 
expresses itself vAih unusual hilarity. It is^ therefm^^ unnecessary 
to suppose, ias some of the. pedantic commentators on the allegorical 
descriptions of the classics have done, iiiat there were any positive 
legislative institutions for making the slaves merty dmii]^ the af^ 
fluent periods.of the harvest and vintage. 

On entering the village, I observed the labour of the wine^-press 
going on ; a process of which a faithful account might enforce the 
precepts of Temperance. The grapes are thrown into a large square 
vessel, somewhat like a brewer's cooler, but deeper. It is elevated 
about eighteen inches from the ground, and round it are several aper- 
tures, with vessels under. In this theatre a number of bare-legged 
peasants, with clum8(y shoes, ^i^re bellowing and treading out the 
juice, which squirted against their unwashed limbs ; and I saw, 
with consternation and horror, that the finger .and thumb had been 
made for other ends, in case of need, than to sau£f candles. Ima- 
gination must supply the rest 

It was late when we approached Palermo, and I began to think 
that I should not have deemed myself very safe in the neighbourhood 
either of London or Dublin at such a time of night. About eleven 
o'clock we reached the gate, and I never, was more pleased with the 
sight of a lamp, than with that which bums before the saint who 
is the sentinel. It never occurred to me before,, that, but for the 
saints with their lamps, the streets of Palermo would be utterly dark 
after the shops are shut. The church, in this respect, may oertainly 
be considered as a light to the path of the Palermitans. 
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In treciBg^ my noctumal journey, <m the map, I peroeived thatl 
had passed one of the five Greek villages, which are in Sicily. The 
history of these establishments I have never heard well exphdned ; 
farther than that, about a hundred and fifty years ago, several Al* 
banian families took refuge here from the oj^resnon to which they 
had been subjected at home« They were followed by others, and 
by them these little colonies were established. The descendants 
still wear their national dress, and speak the language of their 
ancestors. 

A JOUBNET. 

It was in the month of November that I left Palermo for Messina. 
The journey is usually performed, by letica-travdling, in four days ; 
but the rains happened to set in with more than (mlinary violence, 
and I was seven on the road. The first stage, after leaving Palermo^ 
is Termini, and thus far the road is excellent. 

Termini is situated cm the eastern side of a bold promontory, 
crowned with a castle. Its population is reckoned at twelve thou* 
sand souls. It has but little trade; and, though a slovenly town, 
and, by its situation, on a steep declivity, disagreeaUe to walk in, 
upon the whole, it must be regarded as a respectable place for its 
extent. The baths have, from time immemorial, possessed a high 
reputation ; but the buildings^ at present, over the springs, are by no 
means calculated to please delicate invalids. There are two or three 
r^icks of antiquity in the neighbourhood of the town. A daily stage* 
coach runs between Palermo and TerminL It ie drawn by three horses 
abreast, a style of harnessing ancient, handsome, and efficient. 
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Nothing, in this place^ attracted my attention so much as the 
barbers' polea, because they served to satisfy a sort oiF antiquarian 
curiosity which I bad sometimes felt, to know why barbers' poles, 
with us, are always painted as if twisted with a ribband. In Termini 
they are twisted with real ribband in the way that ours are painted ; 
and to this, tresses of hair, of divers colours, and suitable to various 
complexions, arepinned* 

We halted for the night at Cefelu, where we found a neat cleanly 
house. I have since lodged in the same place ; and the accommo^ 
dations appeared, in the interval, to have approximated to respecta- 
bility. The town stands at the foot of a very lofby perpendicular 
rock, on which embattled waUs and buildings have a strikingly pic- 
turesque appearance. The country, on the West side of the town, 
is well cultivated ; and the oil, produced from the numerous olive* 
trees, with which it is covered^ is said to be the best in Sicily. It is 
certainly very good ; but, in general, is not perfectly transparent. 
Some of the country-houses are neat ; one in particular, which stands 
in an inclosed park, about two miles £rom the town, would, even in 
England, be regarded as a handsome manorial mansion. The town 
is pretty well built, but the streets are narrow. The population 
is estimated at ten thousand souls. The cathedral is, apparently, a 
cotemporary with that of Montreal^. It is built in the same style, 
and ornamented witib similar mosaic pictures. One or two of the 
paintings over the altars are tolerably good ; but its greatest orna* 
ment, and one of the very finest things in all Sicily, is the tomb of a 
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ppoprietj of design, or superior in beauty of execution. The subject 
}By the bishoip distributing alms : a venerable and dignified %uro> in 
th<e flowing drapery of his^rder, gi^ng a shirt to a naked infirm csippfo. 
With this, the artist should have been oontent Nothing can be ima- 
ging more natural than these two figures. The cripple is, indeed, an 
excellent statue. The shirt which he is receiving, has the lightness 
and easy folds of linen. The bishop, though less eloquent, if the ex- 
pression may be permitted, than Sir Isaac Newton in Cambridge, the ' 
finest statue in England, may, I should think, without any disparage* 
ment, be compared with it Two mendicant children, a boy and a girl, 
ix>mplete the group. They are finished, with a beauty and felicity not 
Inferior to the other two figures ; but they rather tend to divert the 
spectator s attention from the action* The design of this monument 
appears to me a le^timate subject for sculpture. Angels and spirits, of 
any sort or shape, certainly ought never to be placed on the same pede* 
stals with nM)rfials ; because, it is not possible for the chissel to endow 
them with that airiness of appiearance which is essential to mark the 
diiference between them and the beings of this world. One can 
hardly think, without shrinking, of the ridiculous idea which posterity 
must entertain of our taste in sculpture, by the Britannias, Fames, 
and other horrible images, which will scare them from looking at our 
national monuments. There are two cheesemongers, with wings, in 
3t. Paul's, exhibiting a couple of double Gloucesters, on which, 
strange drawings of two naval officers have been scratched ! Tbey 
ought to have had their heads broken by the first s^ne-cuMer's 
apprentice tbat happened to see them^ When it is considered, that 
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the British nation gives more money for the monuments of its public 
men^ than all the other states of the world, put together, allow for 
the encouragement of sculpture, it is wonderful that the art is in so 
mean a state among us. Since the commencement of the late war, 
a greater sum has been voted by Parliament for these subjects, than, 
perhaps, the whole amount of what Leo X. laid out on all his artists; 
and yet we have not obtained one statue above mediocrity. From 
whatever cause arising, it seems clear, to me, at least, that the 
inferiority of the British artists, is not owing to wftnt of encou- 
ngement In no part of the world are the productions ci the fine 
arts more sought after than in London, nor higher prices given for 
lAiem. If old works be preferred, let u&not be told that it is merely 
en account of their dame, until we have seen our native cylists 
equal thenu 

Among a crowd of beggars, by mJichki we were beset at departure,, 
were two hideousv wretches^ devoured by the leprosy. One of them 
was reduced to ^e most flightftd speotade in which the human form 
can be retained. His skin was shrurdk and black.; his nec^ and 
limbs swollen, and covered with a disgusting crust;, and his teeth, 
long and yellbw,.seemed to he only sticking in a mass of putrefaction. 
Yet he could articulate ; but his tones were, ii possible, more horrible 
than his figure. Instead of exciting compassion, they only inspired' 
abhorrence. Never having before witnessed a case of this terrible 
disease, 1, was fascinated^, as it were, by the perfection of misery; 
and could npt, in spite of a strong sensation of disgust, refrain from' 
looking at him. 
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FINALE. 



We were obliged, in consequence of a torrent from the hiUs, to stop 
at this place. A priest, who Uves, in a hermit state, near a watch 
tower, on the sea shore, allowed us to lodge in his house. On the 
summit of a neighbouring mountain, the little town of Pollini is 
situated. The priest told us, that it coolained a few fragments of 
antiquity, supposed to be older than the time of the Roman conquest. 
In the morning we forded the stream, not without the hazard of a 
ducking. 

ST. STEPHANO. 

The road to this town is very bad. A gentleman, with whom t 
had travelled from Palermo, having a letter to the bishop, we received 
an invitation to lodge with him. The town is a poor uninteresting 
place ; standing, like the generality of Sicilian villages, on the brow 
of a • steep liill ; but episcopalian fare, delicious wine, and elegant 
apartments, would have made a Greenland village agreeable. Our 
host was a facetious little man, 

** With twinkling ^es, and visage chubby .•• 

He con^cted himself on inquiring if we were Christians, by re- 
marking, that the difference between the Roman and English churches 
consisted only in etiquette. 

The procesa of extracting oil from the olives, was going on in one of 
his out-houses, and we went to see it. The fruit was first crushed under 
an edge-stone, put in motion by an ass; then gathered, and, after being 
slightly heated in a caldron, put into baskets resembling fig frails^ 
and placed in the press. The juice was expressed into a tub half full 
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of water below. The oi\ swims on the surface^ i$ skimmed off 
into jars and butts^ and is fit for immediate use or exportatipn. 
The bishop informed us^ that the quality of the oil depends nxore 
on a careful assortment of the olives, than upon any peculiarity of 
the soil on which they grow, or art in the process* His servants 
make three different kinds. They pick out the best fruit, of which 
the first quality is made ; and from the refuse, the third kind is 
manufactured. The second quality is made of the promiscuous frmt 
This method is commonly practised in Sicily, and is, perhaps, the 
only cause of the general inferiority of the Sicilian oil* The extra 
labourers were paid at the rate of two pence a day. 

ST. MARCO. 

From St. Stephano we came, next day, to St. Agatha, where we 
saw a little fair of earthen-wares and toys. There was no Jollity or 
merry-making, such as one sees, on siqiilar occasions, among our own 
country folk. We passed, indeed, one raree-shewman, who had 
been there, and was strolling, with the theatre on his back, towards 
Melazzo. The evening proving fine, instead of stopping here, as we 
had intended, we proceeded to St Marco, a small fishing village, 
where our accommodations were in comfortless contrast to those of 
the preceding night. Travelling instructs one in the vicissitudes of 
fortune. The hardships of a journey differ in nothing, while they 
last, from the effects of adversity; nor its temporary pleasures, 
from the mutable favours of prosperity. 
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PATI. 



The weather, in the morning, was fair, and the air dear; 
When we reached the heights of Cape Orlando, we discovered the 
mountains of Italy ; and I obtained, far the first time, the sight of an 
active volcano. Strombolo. was seen, with a column of white aqueous 
smoke, which formed a cloud over it, that bore some resemblance, in 
outline, to a stupendous oak tree. The island itself is of a beautiful 
conical figure. 

The whole of this day's journey was truly delightful. The 
appearance of passing vessels varied the sameness of the sea, on the 
one liand; and valleys here and there, opening between the mountains, 
afforded several agreeable vistas, of the interior of the country, on 
the other. In the evening we reached Pad, a town somewhat disdn* 
guished for the fertility and beauty of its environs. As there was no 
lodging to be procured at the inn, on account of a wedding there, 
we went to the Franciscan monastery, where we readily obtained 
every kind of accommodation that the house afforded. I was pleased 
with the necessity of our application to this convent, as I was desirous 
of seeing a little more of monastic life, and grudged the opportunity 
which I lost at St. Margaritta, of seeing the monks assembled in the 
refectory. The Franciscans of Pati were, in what respected their 
house, inferior to those with whom I formerly lodged. They were, 
however, all very obliging. In general, I have found that the monks 
of this order are, commonly, peasants, who profess themselves only 
for an easy life. We supped in the refectory. It was a large vaulted 
chamber, lighted by two old* fashioned lamps. Across the upper 
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end were placed two tables^ one of which was covered with linen , 
and furnished^ in addition to the articles on the oth», with two 
flaggons of wine. This was destined for us. The other, at which 
sat the superior, and two stranger friars, was not covered. Along 
each side of the room were other tables, for the brethren and servants. 
The scene was just like a dinner of one of the monkish fratemitaes of 
Oxford or Cambridge, 

BARCELONA^ 

Barcelona is a straggling town, containing, probably, five 
thousand inhabitants. We saw here a party of British dragoons, 
and could not, without pride, observe the superiority of their figures 
to those of the Sicilians. 

There is a small quantity of silk manufactured here, for sale ; but 
the chief artide of trade is earthenware, which, for its purposes, is 
etruscanly light and elegant. The material used by the potters, is, 
chiefly, the vegetable soil of the vicinity, mixed with clay. When 
burnt, it assumes a light drab colour. Some of the jars were 
ornamented with the black outline of flowers, and other forms, in the 
style of the ancient vases. 

f UNDACCO NUOVO. 

From Barcelona, leaving the peninsular fortress of Melazzo on 
the left, about three miles disftant, we proceeded towards a place 
called Fundacqp Nuovo, — the New Inn. As it happens to be half 
way between the two principal British stations, Melazzo and Messina, 
we concluded, in our own minds, that it must be a comfortable house. 
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This erroneous hypothesis induced us to decline an invitation to 
dinner^ which an English officer^ as we passed through Spadafora^ 
had the politeness and sense to ofier us. He knew the sort of place 
to which we were going. 

On our arrival at this Fundacco Nuovo^ which we reached ahout 
half an hour after sunset^ we were not a little disappointed at finding 
the most despicable habitation that we had yet seen. We could 
scarcely procure any thing to eat ; the wine was new^ and the apart- 
ment^ which opened from the stable^ had been whitewashed^ per- 
haps twenty years before. The house was kept by a young couple ; 
but^ though we could admit the apolc^ of their want of means to 
buy furniture, it was impossible to allow the validity of their excuses 
for the dirtiness of the room. We slept in our leticas. Twenty 
months after, when I revisited this place, I found that the room had 
been whitewashed. Unable to sleep, we got up about two o'clock in 
the morning, and, before the dawn, reached the heights which over- 
look the straits of Messina, where we saw, distinctly, along the 
Calabrian shore, the morning fires of the inhabitants. The road 
down the mountains, we were told, was made by the British troops ; 
and is called, by the Sicilians, the Strada Ingles^. The British call 
it G)rk8crew-hill Road ; and the appearance of the descent^ seen from 
above, fully evinces the propriety of this name. 

MESSINA. 

Messina, unlike eyery other town in Sicily, has, at present, the 
appearance of great prosperity. The ruins, occasioned by the earth- 
quake, in 1783, are fast removing, and buildings, not inferior to those 
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whieh were destn^ed^. are bow^ every where^ making their a|^ear- 
ance. The Marina still presents the most impressive monuments of 
that terrible calamity ; but^ in a short time, it will, probably, retain 
as few as the other quarters of the town ; if a recurrence of the cause 
do not agEun involve it in a similar destruction. The prosperous state 
of this city, since the arrival of our troops,: is an excellent proof of 
our national superiority. Notwithstanding all the great and numerous 
defects of our official foreign policy, it is truly gratifying to perceive, 
that wherever our countrymen obtain a settlement, they never fail to 
improve the state of society, and, ultimately, the character, both of 
the people and their rulers. 

Here, as in Palermo, the British complain much of the imperfect 
manner in which justice is administered,, even in cases of the most 
flagrant nature. Not long since, in consequence of an Englishman 
having been robbed and murdered in the streets, our merchants came 
forward, collectively, and asserted the claims of justice,, in a way 
that could not but leave a salutary impression, both on the govern- 
ment and the people. Three persons had been apprehended, on 
suspkrion of having committed the crime ; and, after much equivoca- 
tion and delay, they were found guilty. Their relations and confe-* 
deratea endeavoured to prevent the execution of the sentence, by 
offering a ransom ; or, more properly, by bribery. This so provoked 
the British, that they subscribed a sum of money sufficient to 
enable them to contend against such a manifest corruption of justice, 
and procured the execution of the criminals. 

The British have a set of reading rooms, where the English 
newspapers are taken in. I was informed,, that the Sicilians are not 
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permitted to frequent them^ or^ rather, perhaps, they were deterred, 
by the dread of being considered, by the government, as persons of 
suspicious political opinions. If this be the fact, the government 
acts very weakly, Sp striking a proof of thhtldom, compared with 
the freedom of the British, cannot but produce the very efiect on the 
minds of the Sicilians, which the prohibition is meant to prevent. 

The difference between the British and the Sicilian character, is, 
^ here, very obvious. The British are so accustomed to think for 
themselves, and to speak of their rulers without fear or deference, 
that, though, here, only strangers, they act precisely as they would 
do at home ; and, by taking it as, of course, belonging to them, 
they actually possess more liberty than the natives. 

The produce of the environs of Messina, consists of fruits and 
wines. The Pharo red wine is rising in reputation ; and, when old, 
is not unlike port. The situa^on of the town is very advantageous 
for trade ; but seamen complain, that the harbour has been too deep 
since the great earthquake, at which time the bottom fell in several 
fathoms. It is, nevertheless, a very fine and secure bason. The 
silks woven in Messina are not very remarkable, either for elegance 
or cheapness. It is surprising, considering the vicinity of Sidly to 
Turkey, that it manufactures no stuffs suitable for the markets of 

that empire. 

The state of the theatre in Messina is very poor. Tragedies are 
generally performed on the Friday evenings. Formerly, the theatres 
were shut on that night ; but, since the Italian drama has been so 
admirably improved by Alfieri, the theatres have, in many places, 
been allowed to be opened on the Fridays, for tragedies. 
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In one of the churches I saw a dead friar^ laid oat io' the hahit 
of his order. At firsts I thought it a figure of wax^ and was about 
to give great praise to the artist^ when a gentleman^ who was with 
me, happened to inquire of one of the bystanders, how long the body 
had been there. As it is the business of the clergy to admonish the 
rest of mankind to prepare for death, the custom, of laying out their 
dea J brethren in the churches, may be capable of some excuse ; but, 
in thi» warm glimate it should not be permitted. 

In going to the Pharo, by water, I was amused by a species of 
labour, which, in a country where rocks are superabundant, seemed 
to me very thriftless. I happened to observe a boat passing slowly 
along the shore, with two men on board. One rested, every other 
minute or two, on his oars, while his companion appeared as if he 
pushed the boat forward with a pole. This alternate work induced 
me to go nearer; and I found that they were fishing up stones. 
The pole resembled the shaft of an (w, and had a piece of iron, like 
a horseshoe, fastened across the end. With this the stones were lifted 
into the boat. 

Messina is a town so well known, and has been so often described, 
that it would be superfluous to enter into any minute description. 
The ancient judicious regulations for the encouragement of foreigners 
to settle in this unstable city, have been lately impaired j and the 
complaints of our merchants, at the shameless negligence with 
which their concerns have been treated^ are becoming, daily, louder 
and more severe. 

The present population of Messina, is reckoned at upwards of 
eighty thousand souls, exclusive of the Britbh troops. The scouts 
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of a certain class of ladies, better understood than described^ are 
uncommonly numerous and enterprizing : they all speak a little 
English. 

The fortress in which Richard Cceur de Leon took up his quarters, 
when he landed in Sicily, in the course of his passage to the Holy 
Land, is again occupied by English troops. It is situated on the 
heights which overlook the southern part of the city. At that time, 
the Messinese were jealous of the English ; and freqi)ent bickerings 
led to an open and general quarrel, in which the Crusaders pursued 
the citizens into the town, and planted the English standard on the 
walls. But the object of the king was not, at that time, the conquest 
of this island, although it was ruled by a usurper : he, therefore, 
soon after, abandoned a possession that had been accidentally acquired, 
and proceeded to the great theatre of his exploits. 

TOAEMINI. 

The road from Messina to Toarmini lies along the shore. For 
several miles after leaving Messina, the appearance of the country, 
even in the depth of winter, is delightful. The orange trees are then 
in full bearing, and the vineyards are dressed. It may be said, that, 
in Sicily, autumn and spring go hand in hand. 

One of the headlands, along which the road winds, is crowned 
with a romantic military castle, which overlooks the sea at a fearful 
height. Of what use it can possibly be, I am utterly at a loss to 
conjecture. It has nothing to protect, and can protect nothing. 
We had a garrison in it when I passed. 
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Before reaching the top of the mountain^ on which Toarmini is 
•itttated, the sun had set; and, by the time we got to the gate, it 
was quite dark. The locanda, I found better than I had ventured to 
hope far. While I was taking supper, the Cicerone of the town 
came to offer his services, which being accepted, without further 
preface, he began to tell that he was also a poet, and repeated several 
of his sonnets. He likewise informed me, that there was another 
Cicerone in the town, whom he advised me to have notliing to do 
with, as he was an ignorant, impertinent, old man. In the morning' 
he came at the time appointed, and we proceeded to inspect the ruins, 
wliich are worth the trouble of inspecting, in fair weather. The 
theatre is still so entire, that it might yet, largely speaking, be easily 
repaired. When perfect, it must have been a superb and extensive 
building. It seems to have been semicircular ; and the apartments 
for refipeshments, instead of circumscribing the area, as in the London 
houses, were constructed under the slope on which the benches for th6 
audience were placed. Nor was so large a proportion allotted to the 
stage, as in our theatres. The drama of the ancients did not require 
any change of scene, throughout the whole developement of the 
performance. The semicircular form, in the construction of tlieir 
iheatres, was, certainly, more favourable to the actors, than the oval 
of the .modems. None of the spectators, in this edifice, were, 
pfbbaMy, further from the stage than the front of the gallery is 
from the orthestra, in the Opera-house of London ; and yet the 
theatre of Tauromifiiutti was capable of containing a greater audience 
than, perhaps, all the London theatres put together. 

w 
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Besides the theatre, there are remains of a naumachia here, and 
of the reservoirs which supplied the bason with water. Like all th^ 
other theatrical exhibitions of the ancients, the spectacles of the 
naumachia were, certainly, more expensive than those of the modem 
theatre ; but, when it is considered, that the art of perspective painting 
was unknown to them, it may be doubted if the e£fect was superior- 
The name of no ancient landscape painter has descended to posterity. 

The peculation of this eity, which waa once supposed to ex- 
ceed a hundred and fifty thousand, does not now amount to five 
thousand souls. The town is divided by a wall and gateway; and^ 
at the time I was there, a company of the British Grerman le^n had 
possession of it. The environs afford the most romantic views in all 
Sicily.' The country, though rugged and mountainous, presents an 
agreeable diversity of cultivated scenes, and rural objects ; and Etna,, 
widi all his regions, is seen from the base to the summit. Toarmini 
is situated on shelving cliflFs, which overlook the sea, nearly opposite 
to Cape Spartevento« It is a place of no trade. 

ETNA.. 

Having mounted,, after viewing the antiquities, I proceeded 
towards Catania: the rain, however, b^gan. to fall copiously, and 
obliged me to stop at Mascali, a handsome village, in the viny regioa 
of Etna. About two o'clock in the morning we set out for Catania. 
The weather was exceedingly cold ; but the darkness enabled me to 
aotice one of the phenomena of the mountain, of which I do not 
recollect to have heard. Some time before any symptoms of dawi^ 
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in the east, a fidiit, pale, reflected light, was shed firom the side 
of Etna ; and it ^ladnally increased to such a degree, that I 
C0nld almost see the hours oifi my watch,* although the sky was 
obscured with black clouds. The reflection was, no doubt, the early 
effect of the morning on the snow, with which the hill was then 
covered, nearly to the vineyards. 

As the dawn opened, I beheld, on all sides, the scoria of the 
cydopean furnaces. The appearance pf the lava disappointed me. 
I had expected to see it with some exterior marks of having once 
been fluent ; but it was all in heaps and masses, like a wide preci- 
pitation of black and craggy stones. T^e lava of Etna is, I under- 
stand, so very docile and deliberate in its course, that any curious phi* 
kisopher may approach, and poke it with his stick. The eruption in 
1809 was twelve days in coming eight miles ; yet, notwithstanding 
this slow and sluggish pace, it can be compared, in its effects, only 
to the advance of inevitable death. 

The fable of the rape of Proserpine, is, probably, an allegory, 
descnptive of the destruction of the cultivated land, by an eruption 
of the mountain. Much of the classic mythology is, evidently, 
allegorical ; and few of its subjects are susceptible of so simple an 
explanation. The single-eyed Cyclops are, certainly, only the 
personifications of volcanos. Those parts of Homer's works which 
relate to them, have, perhaps, had the distinct features of the allegories 
defaced by his correctors. When the history of the Iliad and Odyssey 
is considered, it is impossible to believe that they are now the very 
works which Homer composed. It is not credible, that, from the 
collection of the parts of the Iliad by Lycurgus, down to the trans- 
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lation by Vofpe^ it was copied^ witbcmt improvam^it ; diOMgh not 
to the extent that Pope baa improved on Chaucer, in his Temple 
of Fame — probably, in some similar maimer* The edition of the 
Casket was corrected by Aristotle and Alexander the Great. 

The king of Sicily, in bestowing on Lord Nelson the title of 
Bronte, seems to have indulged his fancy ; as it was the name of a 
one-eyed thunder-making Cyclops. 

On my arrival at Catania, I found that it was useless tatbiidt ^ 
ascending to the crater. The season was too far advanced ; and tlie 
snow had fallen earlier, and in larger quantities than usual. I, 
therefore, endeavoured to appease my curiosity, by the persuapioA 
th^t, probably, very little, worth the trouble of the journey, was to be 
seen. Besides, a volcano is better calculated to interest a mineralogist 
than a mere cursory voyager ; and £tna, after all that has been said 
and sung about* it, does not, realjy^ possess a tenth part of tba 
aspectable grandeur that one, somehow^ ^(pects. 

CATANIA. 

Catania is,^ certainly^ the finest town in Sicily. The buildings 
are on a scale of magnificence that far exceeds any idea I had enters 
tained of what Sicily, in its present state, was likely to have produced. 
The streets, in some places, are equal to those of Bath and Edin^ 
burgh. The houses, from being built in laige separate structures^ 
give it more variety than is seen in the new buildings lof those 
cities : stiU it has the characteristics of the country ; many of the 
best edifices are only half finished^ and the chief belong to the church. 
The senate-house, and the two universities^ ajre very handsome ; and 
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the BmeffidSbate monastery excels every other &bric, secular dr 
ecdefliasticali in tha island. It was inhabited, when I was thece> by 
sixty friars, of ndble birth, a hundred and twenty servants^ and a 
company of the British German legion. The soldiers, every where^ 
indeed, have taken up their quarters in the convents. The library 
of this fraternity contains many rare books, and the museum is not 
cont^tnptible. The taste of these blessed brothers for bottled 
OMnsters, a»d other useless articles, is fully as much tq be com- 
mended as. that oi thetr neighbours for old rags and rotten bones. 
Monks have al^vays been great coUectora of curiosities, but selddm 
so innocently. 

About a dosenof oditt straDgers were viewing the museum, when 
I was there ; and, among them, an offieer with a star, the admiral^ 
as I was tdd, of the Sicilian navy. The keeper, in the beginning, 
was all attention to this star-«ukm}ed chief, till he heard of the 
Englishman. From that moment he annoyed me with his assiduities. 
The Sicilians give cmly a bow for sights of this sort ; the English 
^ve money. Perceiving the motive of his particular civility, I re* 
solved to. do exactly like the rest of the Gom]pany ; and, in going out^ 
mmie him a very handsome bow^ and walked on. Before I had gone 
many paces, he^ however, came after me ; and, retuixiing the bow, 
gave me to understand that he expected something more substantial. 

The church belonging to this monastery is very grand ; were the 
design comfdeted, it would be one of the largest in Eur<^. The 
OKgan is truly-jexquisite ; and I was fortunate enough to hear the 
whole extent and variety of its powers. It is said to be the finest in 
the world : it is, by &r, ih» noblest I ever heard. The effect of 
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the sonata^ which is performed in order to shew the whole genius bf 
t&e instrument, may be compared to the course of a river horn the 
fountain-head to the sto. It begins with a sweet little trilling move* 
ment, like the sound of waters trickling in a far remote pastoral 
upland. The breadth of harmony increases^ and the mind is excited 
to activity, while the introduction of a delightful echo suggests the 
images of a rapid stream, and bands of huntsmen, with horns and 
hounds, coursing the banks. Continuing still to rise and spread, 
the music takes a more r^ular character, and fills the imagination 
with the notion of a Thames, covered with moving vessds, flowing 
th]3pugh a multitudinous city.' Occasional military movements gra* 
dually open all the fountains of the instrument ; and the fuU tide^ 
deepening and rolling on, terminates in a finals so vast, so various^ 
so extraordinary an efiusion of harmony, that it can be compared 
only to the great expanse of the ocean agitated by a tempest, and 
the astonishing turbulence of a^rafiilgarian battle. 

The public library of Catania is one of the greatest ornaments of 
the city. The collection occupies several large rooms in the plebeian 
university, and was originally formed by the Jesuits. It is open to 
strangers, as well as to the inhabitants, and it is numerously fre- 
quented by readers of all descriptions. 

The ancient theatre and amphitheatre are now subterranean. It is 
not dasy to conceive any notion of their form : with the aid of torches^ 
only vaults and conidores can be seen. The baths of the ancient 
town also are now under the lava. There are several private mu-* 
seums here ; the most famous and various is the Biscarian, which, 
as a collection of Sicilian antiquities, is an ornament to the nation. 
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The Catlftiians appehr to be as inflexibly attached to their old 
modes of building, notmthstanding their equally fatal experience, as 
the Messinese. Little timber is used in the construction of their 
houses, which are built to the height of four and five stories. A 
•light shock must, inevitably bring the whole vaulting of the rooms 
down upon the inconsiderate inhabitants. Having heard much of 
tile inexhaustible forests of this island, I was surprized that such a 
style of building should continue to be preferred. But, like many 
other things relative to Sicily, the magnitude of the forests has been 
ridiculously exaggerated ; and the island must be regarded as a 
country not only very bare of wood, but in great want of it. Planting 
does not appear to be practised. Scotland, in point of forest scenery, 
is a sylvan region compared to Sicily. 

During the rime that I was in Cat^a, a festival occurred in ho- 
nour of the Virgin. As her image passed the guard-house, the 
British soldiers were turned out, and presented arms to the image ! 
I have no comment to make on this iU^al iniquity. 

The number of ecclesiastics in. the town was greater than the 
number of men in the garrison. The troops were British, and paid 
by the British nation. The expense of maintaining the monks could 
not be less than that of the soldiers ; so that the British public, it 
may be said, were paying the ecclesiastics. 

The popidation of Catania is estimated at seventy thousand souls. 
I should not have supposed, from the first view of the place, that it 
contained above half that number ; but, when I had observed in what 
manner the people live, the estimate did not appear to have been ex- 
cessive. The population, on this side of Sicily, has, of late years, 
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materially increased. It seems^ indeed^ beyond dispAe, that the 
country is in a gradual state of improvement Whether this is the 
e£Pect of the natural powers of society recovering their vigour as the 
church declines^ or of an accidental and temporary exterior im«- 
prtssion, I want facts enough to enable me to form an opinion. ' Bui 
the *circulati<m of a million and a half sterling /-annually, by the 
British garrisons, must have some influence ; at the same time, it 
should he observed, that the increase of die population was visible 
before their anivaL 

Catania is rather a manufacturing than a trading town. Silk is. 
its great staple ; and some of the stufis, which I saw in the looms,, 
were beautifuL The velvet-workers earn about three shillings of our 
money per day, and the damask-weavers a little more. The wages 
are regulated according to the skill, as well as to the industry^ of the 
weavers. In the neighbourhood; along the foot of Btna, large 
quantifties of strong wine are made ; and the plain country, to the 
west of the city, exports several cargoes of grain, barilla, flax, lin- 
seed, and linseed-oiK The Port of Catania is- unsafe and in- 
o(wvenient« 

LEMTINI. 

The road, after leaving Catania, is very like the ruins of one ; 
but, with a little labour, it might be rendered tolerable : for there is 
no better material in the world, either for making or mencKng roads, 
than lava. The direct way from Catania to Syracuse, at the time I 
happened to travel, was impassable, owing to the rains ; and' I was 
obliged to go round .by Lentini. About two hours and a half. 
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lof ktlea travelliiig^ I was ferried across the Giaiietta (die JSimetos 
pf the aficients) the only stKam that I saw in l^cily deserving the 
name of a riv^« At its month are found the rich and rare ambers 
iptrhich the Catanians manufacture into trinkets. One of the principal 
^artificers.told me, that those specimens, with perfect flies, and other 
inseotsy whi<^ ars seen in museums, are not natural amber, but 
preparations of gum. When insects are found in the natural amber^ 
they khsiuU dikorted and imperfect. He convinced me of this fact, 
iby shewing me several specimens, of which, the mass appeared to 
have been foitoed at different times { for it evidently consisted of 
dyperent lamines* : 

The plain «f Catania £d not come up to my expectations, either 
as to extent or cultivatipn. Sic3y is a beautiful island, and the 
climate is delightful; but when the Sicilians hear us admire the 
luxury of their atr, and variety of their scenery, they should not 
imagine ihat we also admit their island to be equal to either af ours. 
They have as preposterous a notion of the improvability of their 
.<3ountry, as they have of the influence of governments. 

Governments can only do negative good, llieir duty is to pro« 
tect, not to meddle with, the concerns of individuals. The instinct 
of private interest, is the spring of public prosperity^ Instances are 
rare, of laws emanating spontaneously from rulers, for the purpose of 
improving the condition of their subjects. On the contrary, an 
obvious demand for the improvement, generating a disposition, on 
the part of the people, to extort it by force, has usually preceded 
those reformations of abuses, as well as those beneficial institutions, 
for which politidans have received the gratitude of posterity. The 

o 
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Sicilians know not what they think^.when tbey imagine, that Eaws 
mid a Constitution similar to those of England, wouki raise them^ 
a,t . once, to an equality with Englishmen. Bat. thdir. discontent k 
the forerunner of their iraproyement. . 

Lentini stands on the scite of the ancient LeontinL It is a small^ 
irregular built town; and, being inland, has but little commerce. 
It contains about four thousand inhabitants. The inn is ezemplasy 
to all the country towns of the island. It was built by a noUemaa 
of the neighbourhood. Hie establishing of tons in remote and 
desert situations, is truly philanthropic. It is providing for die 
comfort of the stranger and the unknown ; and, in. benevolence, is 
ooJy inferior to the endowment of hospitals. Perhaps, the wretched 
state of the inns in Sicily, is, partty, owing to the monasteries. Inns 
are supported, by the opulent travellers ; and, in this country, the 
opulent commonly go to the monasteries.^. 

In the town-hall, two large Etruscan vases ar& preserved, and 
in. the Capuchin convent there is an altar-piece, said to have been 
painted by Tintoretti. Above the door of a small set of catacombs, 
a priest . pointed out to me a hieroglyphical device, which, he said, 
was a proof of its having once been the asylbm of persecuted 
Christians. 

SYRACUSE. 

The road from Lentini, to the remnant of Syracuse, affords 
various and romantic views ; but the country is rugged and waste. 
The great charm of . the journey, and which renders every spot that 
die traveller passes interestii^, is the consciousness of approaching 
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^o Jcelebralted a city. He looks in vain^ however, for the remains of 
those edifices, which formerly extended, for 'so many miles, on every 
side. Here and there a few fragments of marble, and broken pillars, 
are all that meet his eye, as he approaches to the gates of thfe 
modem forfapess. 

The circmnference of the ancient Syracuse, has been estimated at 
upwards of twenty miles. I was, indeed, told, that the walls may 
yet be distinctly tmced. A most ingenious contrivance in the ancient 
fortifications, apparency for the purpose of making sorties, 'has lately 
been4iiscovered. It consists of a subterranean passage, for a consi* 
derable way beyond the walls, where it formed several branches, each 
opening at a port of the same 'dimensions as the entrance to the 
principal communicaticm. By this contrivance, the garrison could 
send, suddenly, forth, a greater body of troops than is practicable by 
any plan in ihe modem system of fortification ; while the danger of 
surprise was prevented, by the opening within the city being not 
wider than one of the sally ports. 

The theatre and amphitheatre, having been excavated in the 
rock ' on which t!ie city was built, are still tolerably entire* The 
latter is small, and, being of posterior construction to the former, 
may be regarded as a proof of the declining state of the city, at the 
time it was formed, which is said to have been in the i;eign of Nero. 
The iheatre must have been a vast work : it contained benches fot 
upwards of twenty thousuid spectators. It seems almost impossible! 
to conceive, in what manner the actors could make themselves heardr^ 
throi^hout so great a concave. H<^ow passages between every 
four or fiye benches^ are suj^sed to hav^ been ra»de f<Mr the purpose 
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of condactiDg the sound from the stt^ ; plkces axe aho Bhewa^ where 
reverberators were, according to this hypothesis, fixed, in order to 
throw out the sounds to the audience. That is to say, that the text 
of the performance was. heard like the talk of the invisible girls r a 
supposition very like nonsenser. Some of the learned have fiincied, 
that the actors performed only the pantomime of the drama, and that 
there was a person behind the scenes, who roared out the dialogue^ 
This, however, I do not believe, more especially Mice I have seen the 
theatres of Syracuse and Toarmini. In the latter, on each side of 
the stagjs, there is a place where^ it is said, a pulpit stood^ whTch, I 
imagine, must have been for the readers : a contrivance more pcor 
bable than the supposition of a person behind (be scenes. If the 
msm pcMQpealed could have been heard, the actors themse^es might 
just as well have made use of their dwn voices. I have somewhere 
seen it suggested, that the Greek tragedies wck, probajbly^ recited 
with music, like the modem Italian operas} and I feel rather inclined 
to assent to this notion. 

The Ear of Dionysius, as it is called^ is, of all the Mmains of 
Syracuse^^the most famous ; but, it appears, that he had two .ears, 
both of which are still in existence ; which of the two to choose as 
the right <me, J confess myself unable to determine. One of them 
ipi still tolerably perfect, and is marvellously like an ass's ; the other 
hw suiBfered, as all tyrants' ears should suffer, a degree of. ci4prit 
deficiency. They are both excavations in th» two principal Latdmies^ 
g^, A Latomy is just a stone quarry. The bottom of one of the 
laige^t is now converted into a beautiful sequestered garden. Hi^ 
firagmenta,firom the precipice) overhang the pathways like tfaftsegmentii 
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6f broken arches^ and the olive trees are seen starting oat of tike 
t^cks, where there is not a particle of soil. This recluse paradise 
belongs to a Capuchin convent^ the chief of which^. a sensible well^^ 
bred man^ conducted me througb it^. In turning a corner^ I observed 
a monument inscription ; and, on approaching, was surprised to 
find it in the English language. It mentioned, that the body of an 
American midshipman was deposited in the rock behind. He had 
been killed in a duel,, and the monks^in charity, had permitted him 
to be buried there,. In the*ather great latomy there is a picturesque 
cavern, occupied by twinenspinners^ and a small manufsM^tory of 
nitre. 

Among other curiosities^ a street of tombs is shewn. In this 
street is the s^ulphre of Archimedes ; but all the marks by which 
Gicero discovered it'are .oblitecated> aad it is not now known^ In 
passing from this place to the catai:x)mbs, the entrance to whidi is 
about half a mile dbtant, we happened to cross the excavated aque** 
duet which anti^ntly su[^lied the aity with water. It is chiefly re* 
markable, on account of containing two canals^, one over the other. 
It is* supposed that this was a secret contrivance in case of siege, 
that if the enemy stof^ped up one, the other, beij^. concealed, might 
still furnish a sufficient supply of water. In* a neighbouring field, I 
saw a number of broken marbles lying, near which, not long before, 
a statue of Venus was discovered,, of very admirable workmanship* 
It wants, however, the head and right surm. It is the pr(^>erty of 
the king, otherwise it would have been bought by some of the 
Ei^lish travellers. It was standing, when I saw it, in the hoosA 
o£ a private gentleman, covened with an old green silk petticoat, ck* 
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posed to the ribaldry and carelessness of the servants* I dbouUt 
not be 'surprized to hear of its having been thrown down and 
broken. 

The catacombs may be described as a sabterranean city — the 
city of the dead. They are of great extent, and branch oat into an« 
numbered streets and labyrinths. The tombs appeared to be te* 
aantless ; — even the dead of Syracuse are gone. It is wonderful, 
considering the strong bdiief of great treasures being deposited in the 
catacombs, that no one has yet ^ndertaken to examine them tho- 
roughly. Without much labour, the apertures m the roof, by n^ich 
the light and air were formerly admitted, might be opened, and the 
passages seem to be all sufficiently clear. 

The Marmio, a principal harbour of Syracuse, is a natural bason, 
about six miles in circumference, and bordered with the luxuriant 
landscape of Hybla. It has, oipre than once, during the present 
war, received the British fleet ; l^ut, when I was there, it contained 
only one ship, and two or three boats ; — to such a desolate condition 
has this once busy port been reduced ! 

Syracuse is a place from which an enemy ought to meet with a 
formidable resistance. It is one of the very strongest fortresses in the 
kingdom. The garrison was a British regiment, consisting of about 
oix hundred men. In the town there were upwards of twelve hundred 
ecclesiastics ; therefose k was necessary to have a garrison of fo^ 
reigners. 

I ought to mention, that, although the person who acts aa 
Cicerone in Syracuse wears an order of knighthood, he was very 
thankful for a recompence of three dollars. Is it possible that rank 
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of the inn requested me to give him something in charity for a no- 
bleman, who was chiefly dependent on his family, and a small stipend 
of about six-pence a day from the Bishop* 

Many of the Sicilians consider themselves indebted to Mr; Leckie 
fer the agricultural projects that he has set afoot in the neighbour- 
hood of Syracuse. At the same time, few of them* have attempted 
to imitate his example; but, continuing insensible to the value of 
experimental alterations, which, in such a country as « theirs, are 
useful merely by breaking in upon old inoperose habits, they appear 
to have felt the tacit reproach of his activity, and seem invidiously 
disposed to ridicule the improvement which he endeavoured to intro- 
duce among his labourers. It is certainly to be lamented, that the 
usefulness of his example was so soon J^rustrated by the decisive cha- 
r£icter of his politics. The king, it is said, had, at one time, a high 
personal esteem* for Mr; Leckie. As far, perhaps> as inflividual, in- 
dependent of official weight, prevailed, there has not yet been any 
Englishman in Sicily who might have contributed so much as he 
to extend our national influence in that way which is most efficient ; 
ndmely, by the good manifestly resulting from commercial under- 
takings. Those who charge this gentleman with ingratitude to the 
court, should remember, that public benefits are the only le^timate 
returns for the favours of kings. 

SUBSTITUTE FOU GUNPOWBER; 

The festivals in honour of the saints, are, likie other occasions for 
demonstrating loyalty and^ attachment, celebrated with loud ex- 
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plosions of gunpowder. In the town 13I Noto^ a substitute for this 
effect hstt been contrived^ which. does gt^t honour to the ingenuity 
of the inhabttaats, and is iso very cheap^ that it otight to be recom* 
mended to our fleets and armies. Not that it would answer military 
purposes ; but for all the festd. . noises of gunpowder it would do 
perfectly welL It consists of persons^ in pairs^ clapping thin planks 
together in such a way as to produoe, at each stroke^ a smart re-^ 
souading culverin-like smack ! 

CAPE PASSER6. 

Ha\ing completed the inquiries which induced me to make the 
tour of Sicily, I hired a boat at Syracuse in order to proceed to 
Malta. Tlie distance is abovi^ a hundred miles. Tht winter being 
far advapcedy the voyage was entitled to the epithet of an efnterprize. 
We jailed on the fourteenth of December ; the wind came against 
us before we reached Ca^pe Passero, and . obliged us to put into the 
shore, where we lay seven days, in a tnost uncomfortable state. 

The country .near Cape Passero is rocky and uncultivated, pro- 
ducing chiefly the palmeta, a wild plant, the root of which is dug up 
by the peasants, and used by them, occasionally, for food. In the 
early part of summer, great quantities of tunny are caught off the 
Cape, and cured in public warehouses, built on purpose to promote 
the fishing. The tunny is much larger than any fish which we make 
use of. When fresh, it resembles salmon in flavour ; salted, it tastes 
exceedingly rich ; and would, probably, not be unpalatable to the 
English, were it more neatly prepared. It is the chief festival food 
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^thB lower order of the SiciUaas, who seldom obtain any batcher's 
meat. They allege, that It is salutary to dropsical constitutions. 

During the time that we were compelled to wait for the wind^ I 
made several excursions to the villages in the neighbourhood, and 
was a good deal amused by the peculiarities of the peasants. In a 
house, where I one day happened to apply for some refreshment, 
two old women were baking. They had the licence for supplying 
the village with bread. Bake-houses in Sicily are licensed like 
ale-houses among us, and the women were too much engaged to 
attend to my wants. 

In the same cottage was a shop, kept by the very prototype 
of Mrs. Madarty, of Glenbumie. Only, unlike the Scotch wife, 
she wore gold ear-rings, as large as a watch chain. * She was very 
busy, measuring wine from one cask into another, A ^rl coming 
in for a pennyworth of oil, the signora eliook the wine from her 
fingers, took down the oil flask, filled the girFa phial, put the pence 
into an old handless jug, wiped her fingers on her petticoat, and 
resumed the mensuration of the wine. I sat down, and gave a 
deep sigh. 

After cogitating^ about ten minutes, on what it was possible to 
get, which the signora might not touch, an unfortunate hen came 
pecking in at the door. I immediately thought of ^gs^ and inquired 
x>f my landlady if she could get me any. Making the afiirmative 
sign in reply, for the Sicilians never answer verbally, if a sign will 
serve, she went to the door, and gave a shrill unintelligible scream. 
A long-bearded slovenly peasant, with one hand in his waistcoat 
pocket, and the other holding a tobacco-pipe to hb mouth, made 

P 
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his appearance. He was her husband. She gave him a few coppers 
from the handless jug : he slowly withdrew^ and she resumed her 
occupation* In a short time^ he returned widi two eggs^ which the 
signora put into an earthen vessel^ and placed it on the fire. Looking 
round, she observed a piece of straw rope lying on the fioor^ and^ 
taking it up, after tugging at it a little> stufiPed it under the pot^ and 
blew with her mouth till a flame appeared. She then pdked a few 
small sticks into the fire, and returned to her labours. All this was 
done without one word passing her lips. The husband now began 
to address me, and the purport of his discourse was, to ask if I should 
not like to have a.fowl dressed. In an unguarded moment I assented; 
and the hen, that was pecking on the floor, was immediately put to 
death. He picked ofi^ the feathers out of doors, and, while I was 
eating the eggs, which were now ready, I heard him exclaim, '^ Che 
bella, che bella !*' in tne very tone and language of a Cicerone, 
directing the attention of a traveller to the beauties of a painting, or 
a statue ; and he immediately came in, shewing, first to me, and then 
to his wife, the fatness of the hen's ** postique parts." 

EDUCATION OF THE PEASANTRY. 

The church monopolizes the education of the peasantry, and, in 
some respects, follows the particular policy of the Jesuits, in selecting 
for priests, those pupils who appear to be possessed of superior 
endowments. I happened, one day, to observe a country boy, of 
about eight years old, with an ecclesiastical cravat about his neck. 
I inquired if he was destined for the church, and received for answer, 
that it was not yet known; but when he was grown up, if he shewed 
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that he had capacity ^ probably he would be made a priest. Tlie boy 
appeared to be uncommonly shrewdy and I did not wonder that he 
had attracted the notice of the clergy. 

A STATE PRISON. 

While we lay at Cape Passero, I went to an island which lies at 
a short distance from the shore, and on which there is a small castle, 
used as a state prison, and as a place of confinement for felons who 
have been condemned to perpetual imprisonment. The castle is a 
large square tower, on which ten or twelve pieces of cannon are 
mounted. The entrance is only capable of admitting one person at 
a time. On entering, I was almost intimidated by the scowling 
unshaven visages which met me ; till, advancing a little further, I 
discovered a woman spinning with a dista£P. On inquiring for the 
keeper, she shewed me into a clean apartment, and, presently, a very 
pretty young lady came from an inner room, and told me, in Italian, 
that her father would be with me presently. In a moment after, 
another appeared, who, I found, was her elder sister. They were 
dressed with dark brown calico, trimmed and ornamented with green 
ribbands, in a stile indicating gentility, and something like fashion. 
Before I had time to express my surprise, at meeting with two ladies 
in a place so distant from all society, the captain made his appear* 
ance. I told him the simple fact of my detention, and want of amuse- 
ment, and he immediately took me into an inner chamber. It seemed 
to be their principal room. In a little grated window, two flower 
pots were placed, and the other parts were neatly arranged. But 
the surprise of this unexpected scene, was very soon changed to a far 
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other feeling than that of pleasure. On the bed lay the mother, 
apparently dying ; and^ beside her, a little boy who had taken .refoge 
behind her at my approach. She had been ill above a month ; andl 
her family had no hope of her recovery. On my taking leave^ the 
captain requested me to give him a little rum from my stores ; and 
the soldier^ whom he sent to bring it^ informed me, that this unfor- 
tunate iamily were Neapolitans, and had only been in the castle thtee 
months. The lady, he said, was a delicate woman^ and their discon- 
solate situation, with the sharpness of the air^^ had brought on her 
disease. The captain was the governor. 

PUNISHMENTS^ 

Crimes, which in other countries are punished with deaths are 
commonly, in Sicily^ followed only by imprisonment. Owing to 
this peculiarity in the distribution of justice, the British are apt to 
sp^k of the laws as more kxly administered, than, perhaps^ the &ct 
would Justify. At least I felt myself^ as it were^. rebuked^ by an. 
observation of one of the judges, with whom I happened to converse 
on this subject. ^^ We do not punish,'^ said he ; ^^ we only make 
exampW He informed me, that the number of convicts throughout 
the island^ in the year 1809^ amounted to about four hundred persons^ 
who cost the state, on an average, three dollars a head per month ; 
and it was supposed, that their labour more than repaid the value of 
this expence. The torture, for extorting confession, if not abolished 
by law, is certainly not used in Sicily. It is true, that, both in 
Messina and Syracuse, there have been^ instances of suspected traitors 
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liaving been cruelly treated; but not by the order of any tribunal 
The Inquisition does not exist in Sicily, 

It is, perhaps, the case, that many members of the Sicilian 
tribunals of justice, are so far disciples of Beccaria, as to be governed 
in their awards by his principle of making example the end cS 
punishment; but the code of Sicily does not authorize such pro- 
cedure. Judges are not philosopherst It is their duty only tp 
administer the law according to its words. }f they find it imperfect 
for its purposes, they should point out the defects to the legislature ; 
but, of their own accord, to modify its provisions, is to undermine 
the very props of social security, and to destroy the utility of public 
law. The steady administration of bad laws, is better than the 
irregular use of the wisest. 

HISTORY. 

A regular narrative of the History of Sicily, written in a liberal 
and comprehensive stile, is a desideratum in the literature of JBurope. 
The unstable possession which the sovereigns, from the earliest 
times, appear to have held of the throne, has, undoubtedly, been 
the cause of the Blight attachment to the dynasties of their monarchs, 
which has marked the conduct of the Sicilians in all ages. 

The state of the island, before the foundation of Syracuse by the 
Heraclidse, is as obscure as that of Britain before tlie invasion of 
Julius Caesar : and we are informed only, that, for some time 
after, Sicily was chiefly occupied by colonies from Greece and 
A£rica^ and governed by provincial kings. Vfhen Xerxes invaded 
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£urope, Geloii, of Syracuse^ was solicited by the Grteekfli to jassist 
them ; but his attention was drawn to the defence of his olm state, 
against the Carthaginians, who, at that time, had settlements in 
the island, and were in alliance with the Persian Monarch. Soon 
gfiter the death of Gelon,' the Syracusans banished his family, and 
established a popular government In this revcdution, the charaeter 
of the age is dearly evident, A ri^blican spirit had manifested 
itself both in Italy and Greece ; and, about thirty years before, de- 
mocratic governments had beeii fertned in Roine and Athens. 

In the course of two hundred and sixty years, from the expulsion 
of royalty from Syracuse, a numerous and various ftuceession of petty 
tyrants acquired and lost the regal authority ; and the whole island 
was subdued to the dominion of Rome. Unlike the other Roman 
provinces, Sicily was allowed to retain her ancient laws and customs ; 
and^ in the local privileges of cfeveral cities, an antiquary may yet 
trace remains of the diiBPerent little states into which the country was 
anciently divided. 

In A. D. 475 the Vandals had conquered Sicily, and they re- 
signed it to Odoacer, who, at that time^ had made himself master of 
the western empire. 

In 550 it was taken by Totila the Goth ; but, next year, it was 
surrendered to the efnperor of Constantinople, and remained a de- 
pendency of the empire till 857> when it was attacked, and finally 
subdued, by the Saracens. 

In 1040 the Greeks and Normans recovered it to Christendom, 
and Roger established himself on the throne. It remained biit a 
short time undisturbed in his legitimate line; for, when William' IL 
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died, in 1190^ the crown was usurped by Tancred. ClIonstantiA^ the 
paternal sister of William, being married to the emperor Heni^ VI. 
the imperial power enabled her to regain the kingdom to her femily^ 
and her son, the emperor Frederick II. was established king*. Thus 
Sicily passed into the house of Suabia. 

Conradine, the grandson of Frederick, being left a minor, Man- 
fred, the bastard brother of Frederick, availing himself of the mi- 
nority, obtained possession of the throne. Pope Innocent IV. who 
was hostile to the pretensions and ambition of the Suabian family, 
with the common arrogance of the Popes, assigned the sovereignty 
to Edmund, the second son of Henry III. of England. But the 
English monarch, soon discovering that this honour only served to 
drain him of money, ordered it to be resigned» Charles, Count 
d'Anjou, being subsequently induced by Pope Urban IV. to accept 
the same pretended rights to the crown, defeated and kiJled Manired 
the Usurper. Conradine, with the Duke of Austria, then came 
to assert his rights ; but Charles vanquished them also, and cut off 
their heads. The crown, nevertheless, did not long remain in this 
dynasty. For Peter IIL of Arragon, the son-in-law of Manfred, 
was induced to undertake the conquest of the island, which he ef- 
fected by the result of the famous Sicilian vespers. 

Peter, by his will, bequeathed Sicily to his second son James, 
who resigned the crown to Charies, the son of him from whom his 
father had taken the island. A party of the Sicilians, attached to 
the house of Arragon, set up Frederick', the brother of James, in 
opposition to this Charles. After a bloody civil war, peace was con- 
cluded, by separating Sicily from Naples, and giving the latter to 
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Charles. The separation^ however, did not continue k»g ; fojr, at 
the death oi Charles, in 1309, the crowns were again united. In 
the course of the same century, the Arragon line was broken bj the 
crimes and indiscretions of Joanna, the Mary Stewart of Sicily ; who, 
in 1382, was executed by her cousin Charles Durazzo« In the 
fifteenth, the right to the throne was contested by the French, and 
gave rise to those famous Italian wars, of which Guicdardini has 
written the history. At the .be^nning of the sixteenth century, 
Lewis Xn. of France, was compelled to resign all pretensions to 
the Neapolitan dominions; and, from that time, Sicily remained 
a dependency of the Spanish monarchy, till tt was taken by Prince 
Eugene in l^O/* By the peace of Rastadt it was ceded to the em- 
peror, tin 1734, the Spaniards recovered it; and the eldest son of 
their king was placed on tl^Q.tJiirone. When he succeeded to the 
crown of Spain, his brother, the reigning sovereign, became king 
of Naples and Sicily : in his time, the island has been made, once 
more, a kingdom independent of Naples : and the aspect of the 
times seems to portend oew changes. 

THE CONSTITUTION. 

The political constitution of Sicily, like all others on which 
feudal institutions have been engrafted, is partly monarchical, partly 
ecclesiastical, partly aristocratical, and partly burgheral. I use the 
latter term as descriptive of that species of representation by which 
the corporations of towns ate allowed to send members to the Le* 
gislature : for there is not a town in the island which possesses an 
open elective charter. Sicily, indeed, to compare small things with 
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great^ feseAibles an empire^ con^sting of different provinces^ each 
with peculiar law3 and customs. The statutes, enacted by the states 
of the kingdom, maybe sufficiently comprehensive, in terms ; but they 
are never universal, in effect, owing to certain very ancient inde- 
pendent privileges which different cities enjoy, and which the su- 
preme legislature of the kingdom has never attempted to abrogate. 
The toleration 6f thesfe localities, in the execution of the laws, is one 
^ the great sources of the ^grievances of the people. Nor is it easy 
to concdive in what manner they can be removed, while the members 
of the parliament are personally interested in preserving them. The 
crown has not eilough of lawful power ; the nobility and clergy are 
destructively numerous ; and the people, by the constitutions of the 
ancient cities, are prevented from influencing the proceedings of 
the legislature and executive. 

THIB SICII.IAK t;HARACT£Il. 

Our knowledge of the characters of nations is derived from 
History; hot there are moral features «mong every people which 
History never describes. In estimating the character of the Si« 
ciUans, this consideration ought to be particularly borne in mind. 
The island has been so lofig connected with Naples, that the two 
countries, in opinion, have become almost inseparably blended; 
and much of that bloody colouring, which darkens the complexion of 
their general national character, may, properly, belong only to the 
Neapolitan. StiU, however, the circumstances of the Sicilian 
goveinment, from an early «era, serve to shew, that the polidcal 
attachments of the people have never been lasting ; nor have they, 
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in any epoch of their story, evinced that they possessed that resolute 
courage which has, often, enabled small communities to acquire 
immortal renown, in their opposition to superior powers. 

The Sicilians are rather a sly than a cunning race ; perhaps no 
nation in Europe possesses so much naivete. Loquacious and in- 
genious, they make more use of persuasion in their dealings than any 
other people. It is not enough that a Sicilian objects the high price 
of what he desires to purchase ; he expatiates on the inferiority of 
the quality ; recalls to recollection how long he has been a cus- 
tomer ; enumerates, one by one, counting them on his fingers, the 
circumstances of unlucky bargains that he has had ; flatteringly con- 
trasts the opulence of the English with the poverty of the Sicilians ; 
animadverts on the politics of the Government ; magnifies the value 
of his ready-money; insinuates that he may change his merchant; 
and often retires, and returns several times, before he ofiers his ulti- 
matum. Nor in selling does he practise less address. There is not 
a single point of his wares that does not possess something extraor- 
dinary, or beautiful : no other shop in the town has any thing like 
them ; so cheap, or so excellent. If the price be high. What will 
you give ? and it is seldom that a Sicilian refuses the ofier of an 
Englishman. 

The inhabitants of this island are, in the proper sense of the term, 
highly superstitious ; but the dicta of ignorance are so interwoven 
with the creeds of popery, that many notions of vulgar superstiticm 
are regarded as essentials of religion. The only exception is a belief 
in the effects of the influence of evil eyes ; and even over this, the 
priesthood have acquired jurisdiction. For they persuade the people 
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to boy bits of blessed lags and paper, which, when worn suspended 
round the neck, have the eifect, as they pretend, of neutralizing the 
malignancy. The influence of an evil look is instantaneous ; and the 
person who happens to glance it, may be unconscious of what he 
does : it smites the subject with sudden malady, or impresses his 
mind with lugubrious images, and unfits him for the prosecution of 
premeditated intentions. It is useless to speculate on the fantasies 
^f the human mind ; but, in this case, the constant flickering of 
electricity in this climate, and the occasional breathing of pestiferous 
exhalations, from the vegetable corruption in the bottoms of the 
valleys, afford a plausible reason for the sudden distempers and de- 
jections which are ascribed to th^ aspect of ungracious eyes. The 
same superstition is well known in Scotland ; but it is more gene- 
rally prevalent among the Sicilians than the Scotch. Whether it is, 
among us, an imported or indigenous belief, cannot now be ascer- 
tained. Over all the ancient extent of the papal empire, there is a 
great similarity in the topics of vulgar credulity. 

The Sicilians have, certainly, a very keen relish of humour; and, 
now and then, on» may perceive, in them, a strong trait of peculiarity, 
not individual but national, which, notwithstanding their ancient 
proficiency, is an assurance to think that they may yet attain some 
Eteiary superiority which shall be regarded as original. A de- 
scription of manners and customs, by a genuine Sicilian, otherwise 
pi^perly qualified, is^ould equally surprize and delight 
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MALTA. 

The entrance to the harbour of Valetta Is truly grand. On each 
side, and In front, the fortifications rise in stupendous masses^ with a 
watch-tower perched here and there on the comers. The buildings 
and domes above them have also a very noble appearance. Not a 
particle of smoke sullies the atmosphere ; and every edifice looks as. 
if it were only just finished. The internal appearance of the city 
corresponds to the mpignificence of its exterior. The landing-place 
is an extensive crescent f from which a gentle ascent, partly exca« 
vated in the rock, leads towards a gate. The one side of this way is 
occupied with the stalls of dealers in fish, fruits, and other ne- 
cessaries. Immediately in front of the drawbridge is a handsome 
fountain, ornamented with a bronze statue of Neptune ; and, on en- 
tering the gateway, the stairs, which conduct to the upper part of 
the town, immediately commence, making the entrance, in |9pme 
respects, more like the vestibule of a great mansion, than the portal 
of a city. Nothing can be more striking than the streets which are 
first ascended after passing this gateway. They are, in fact^ so many 
vast staircases; and the buildings that rise prospectively in the 
ascent, are ornamented with cornices and projections, so huge, that 
the architecture seems to have be^n designed to correspond in 
strength and durability with the fortifications. 

The domestic architecture of the Maltese cannot be considered as^ 
regulated by the established rules of good taste ; nevertheless, the 
picturesque effect is grand ; and one meets, occasionally, with vista» 
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IhsA seem moM Vike the ooDceptions of a paihter tbaa the fimited 
vealities of ai^ inhabited town* 



INN. 



There was no tolerable, hotel in Malta while I happened to be 
tbefe; butbne^ sufiicieiitlyepacioua, was pr^)aiingy andbas since^ 
I understand, been opened The house, in which I obtained lodgings, 
had formerly been a tavern;, but the owner was induced to give it 
up for a singular reason. ^^ Wheoi it was an inn/' said the waiter^ 
a Sidlian, who spoke English, ^^ it was. so full of noises, that there 
was no living in it The officers of the men oC war came making 
noises. Hiey went to the pl&y> and came back making noises^ Then 
liiere were the stranger gentlemen, all Bnglish, making noises — - 
sitting up in the n^ht, singing, roaring, jumping on the tfihh% 
breaking glasses. O, my God ! what terrible noises ! So we put 
down the sign from the wall ; and, if there be less money now, we 
have no noises.'^ 

M0N0P0I.Y OF GRAIN. 

The bread in Malta is the worst I ei;«r tasted; and I was not a 
. little surprized^ when I learnt the reason. Tlie government, as in 
the time of the knights, still monopolizes the sale of coin ; and the 
profit derived from the tra^ is one of the [nincipal sources of th^ 
revenue appropriated to defray the expence of the civil establishment. 
The simple statement of this fact^ is, certainly, not calculate to 
convey a very favourable impression of the wisdmn of the govei^nr 
ment. But there arepecufiacities in the eonditioii of Malta^. wliwk^ 
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perhaps, justify the monopoly, and raoder it necessary that the 
public sustenance should not, as in other countries, depend on the 
ordinary motives of private interest In an island, the produce of 
which is inadequa.te to support its population above a few months, 
though the land is cultivated to the utmost, and where the foreign 
supplies are liable to be intercepted, it might be hazardous to trust 
to mercantile speculation only. The govemm^it, therefore, considers 
it prudent to have always a large quantity of wheat in «tore, aad 
the oldest is regularly the first sold to the bakers. Hie granaries 
are not the least curiosities of the island. They are excavatiM>ns ia 
the rock, and are formed along the ramparts,, and, in some places 
under the streets. At the iiK>uthy they are not more than three oc 
four feet in diameter, widening, however, to the extent of twenty 
and upwards, at the bottom, each capable of containing four hundred 
to above a thousand quarters. 

CHARACTERISTICS. 

The Maltese, in their figure, are rather sinewy than muscular. 
They are, uniformly, more slenderly made than the EngUsh^ and 
have a certain columnar appearance in the body, which I have never 
observed in any other people. Their national features are ratiier 
regular than pleasant, and their complexion is much darker than that 
of the Sicilians. In their habits, they are singularly frugal : a little 
garlick, or fruit, with a small piece oi bread, is their common repast 
Butcher-meat is a luxury of which they sddom partake. Their 
language is a dialect of the Arabic ; but many speak Italian, and 
French. In Valetta, the young men, generally, understand English, 
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1^ wkich ihe sounds accord, in some degree, with those of their 
native language. 

The great amusement of the Maltese is the enjoyment of con- 
versation, sitting, in family psirties, at their doors^ after sunset. In 
speaking of national peculiarities, my observations chiefly refer to the 
practices and customs of the common people. There is but little 
diflference between the genteel manners of one Christian nation and 
those of another ; all well-educated Europeans having now a great 
wnilarity in their domestic halnts. 

When the magnitude of the Maltese public works, and the general 
character of the people, are considered, it is impossible not to draw 
a conclusion favourable to the government of the Knights ; who, 
whatever may have been the extent of their alleged licentiousness as 
individuals, must have ruled with wisdom, to form a people so. com- 
fortable and orderly, and, with their comparatively limited means, 
to construct works which rival the greatest monuments of the Roman 
empire. The population of the island, when the Knights, arrived, 
was reckoned only at twelve thousand ; when, it fell into the hands 
of the French, it exceeded a hundred thousand. I have been told, 
that the Maltese speak with regret of the reign of the Knights, or, 
as they call it, of the time of the Religion. This I was sorry to hear. 
The British have much difiiculty in fiaoniliarizing themselves to 
foreigners. The contempt with which we are accustomed to regard 
every other nation, enables the French, by the practice of their 
habitual politeness, often to acquire a superior influence, even in 
those countries which are the pensioners of Great Britain. There 
is no doubt that the French are, individually, a more accommodatmg 
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ftnd agreeable peb(>k than the Britisliy vAio^ lYMtead fnf coAdttctaiding 
to imitate their rivals in those little arts of address that xirin the 
afibctions, only th^ tnore vehemently despise such arts, for the sake 
«f those by ivh<!wH they are practised. The cox&mon consent wiA 
which the British tmdervalae the character and institutions of odier 
nations^, is strikingly exemplified in their mode of speaking of the 
Maltese ; aMl a considerable d^ee ^ ^aldusy seems td be enter- 
iained^ becaiise the goreinmefnt endeavours to conciliate the natrve 
inhabitants. Men who spend much o^ then* life abroad, espectaUy 
su<^ as ttre naturally of reserved dispOdiiiMid, like the generality of 
titfr cofuhtryoeien, ac^[frtre somewhait the diafticter of recluse students. 
They attain a more cotoprehetmve ^ay of diinking, thaA those wh6 
take a part in the waifsire of ojnnions ; but they are apt to mistake 
logic for reason, leaving out, in their syllc^sms, the fbost important 
of aU cdnsideratidna — peculiarities of habit and of feeling. Pre- 
judices afe the inductions of the heart ; atid the head is seldom able 
td form its estimates without being tRfflueneed by them. Whatever 
may be the prejodKces of the Mahe»e, we can have no right to bend 
them in conformity to ours. We may endeavour, hy the fairness, 
jnatice, and fempermce ^ nur conduct, to awaken their respect, and 
to ejtcite them to imitation.; bat I know not what tyranny can be, 
if it do not consist in iGompelfing men to act agidnst the convictions 
t£ their understanding. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

In the year 1800, I met with a singular literary curieisity in 
Malta. It was a narrative of the exploits of the Ein|ieror IsbcpolMn, 
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printed at Paris^ in Arabie characters^ for the purpose of ahewii^i 
that he is a man sent by heaven to alter the condition of the world. 
It was ordered, by the French government, to be distributed wherever 
the language in which it is written is supposed to be understood. If 
any proof were wanting, to shew how thoroughly and entirely the 
ruler of France understands all the various means of accomplishing 
his ends, this might be adduced as one. It is impossible not to regret 
the supine indifference with which our government affects to contemn 
such artifices. In Malta, whejne thousands of Greeks and Turks are 
in the practice of constantly trading, we may be said to possess a 
fulcrum, on which we might cpnstruct engines sufficient to move the 
whole Mahomedan world ; yet, so regardless are we of this advantage, 
that the press of Malta is of no public utility. The French publish 
a Greek and Italian newspaper at C!orft^ ; but neither in Zante nor in 
Malta, is there a periodical publication of any descriptioa whatever. 

ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY. 

The aspect of the country of Malta is^ perhaps, more wonderful 
to a stranger, particularly to one who has come from a land of verdant 
fields, groves, and hedge-rows, than the fortifications of Valetta, 
amazing as these are. The whole island appears to be subdivided, 
by walls, into innumerable little properties, of not more than an acre 
or two in extent. Nothing that approximates to the definition of a 
tree is to be descried within the whole range of view, from the highest 
watch-tower on the battlements of the city. The appearance of the 
landscape, so destitute -of refreshing green^ so intersected with stone 
walla, every where studded with churches crowned with domes, 
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and, with the flat-roofed and windowless cottages of the peasanti^^^ 
is not to be previously conceived. To me, it constantly suggested 
the idea of a great cemetery, subdivided into family portions, and 
crowded with tombs and mausoleums. Malta has, in fact, reached 
th&t point of cultivation and population, which a wrong-headed 
disciple of Malthus would be apt to consider as affording the most 
melancholy subject of reflection. Every inch is tilled, and yet the 
produce has long been inadequate to the maintenance of the inha- 
bitants ; notwithstanding which, the very labouring class of the 
people are still so inconsiderate as to marry and beget children, as 
merrily as if they had all sinecures. Cows were long ago expelled ; 
and the frugal-feeding goat supplied a c(Hnpetency of milk till the 
English came ; but these epicures had again recalled those huge 
y^;etable-devouring creatures; and, in the year 1809, I was told, 
that there were no fewer than three milch cows in the island of 
Malta ! As a compensation, however, for the provender of the oow8> 
our countrymen have introduced the cultivation of potatoes. 

MODE OF TRAVELLING. 

The common mode of travelling in Malta, is in single-horse close 
carriages, which hold two persons. They are called calishes, and 
are a very tolerable sort of vehicles. The driver never rides, but 
runs, all day, by the side of the horse or mule ; and the fatigue 
which he will sustain, even under the influence of the scirocco, is 
almost incredible. Nor is he extravagant in his chaiges: for a 
dollar, a calish may be hired bM the afternoon and evening. This 
carriage is the only thing in the shape of a machiBe,Hhat has struck me 
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t8 peculiar to the Maltese. They are not, I suspect, a people 
remarkable for inventions ; on the contrary, they seem to have 
reached a Chinese state of self-sufficient perfection, and are satisfied 
with their attainments. They have the most beautiful breed of asses 
in the world, and they keep them in a handsome sleeked condition. 

KITCHENS. 

For some time after my arrival, I was a good deal at a loss to 
account for the manner in %vhich dinners were prepared, and kept hot 
for l^ge parties. I saw no smoke from the chimnies, no fires ; nor 
fuel, in any place, sufficient for the supply even of a very frugal 
kitchen. Reflecting, also, on the excessive heat of the climate, I 
thought it impossible for the salamandrian constitution of the most 
veteran cook, to endure the additional fury of large kitchen fires, after 
our wasteful manner. I was informed, however, that ^e cooks made 
no complaints ; and that the stoves were so arranged, as to occasion 
no inconvenient heat, and to require very little fuel, I was, in con- 
sequence, induced to examine a kitchen, which I found constructed 
according to what are called the Rumford principles; and I was 
told, that all the kitchens in the city were similar. The cooking 
apparatus of the Siciiiaas and Italians, is, I understand, much like 
that of the Maltese. 

WATER. 

Although the island is but one great rock, thinly covered with 
8o3, the inhabitants are weU supplied with water. A small stream, 
which rises in the interior, is brought to Valetta, by an aqueduct, and 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



distril^itied.by public fountains. Every house in the eity^ as well 
as in the oountry^ has ako a eistem, capable of containing a quantity 
of water sufficient to serve the family six months. These cisterns are 
filled by the rain from the roofs of the houses. 

£NT£RTAINM£NTS. 

Of the diversions of the Maltese^ I observed none that I thought 
could be considered as national^ except a simple game, which differs 
very little, in principle, from qu<Mts, The players are each provided 
with a stone, of the size and shape of a four-pound cannon ball, 
which they throw towards a mark. The theatre is very neat. Like 
almost every Qther thing in the country, that is not actually alive, 
it is entirely pomposed of stone ; even the partitions of the boxes are 
of that material. I was first made sensible, in this house, that the 
Italian comic opera is not an absurdity. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS ANH INSTITUTIONS^ 

The cathedral pf St. John is celebrated for the beauty of its 
pavement, which consists of the monuments of the Knights, executed 
in mosaic, each ci. which appears like one large plate of enamel 
painting. Several of the altar-pieces are valuable ; but the riches 
of this church were sadly reduced by the French. When Buonaparte 
came to inspect it, for the pious purpose of reforming the luxuries 
of its service, it was observed, that he kept his hat on, to the great 
scandal of the priests. The portrait of the grand master, Pinto, in 
mosaic^ is a great curiosity. It is not, at first sight, distinguishable 
from painting. The menial who attended me through the cathedral^ 
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pointed out, on one of the altars, a picture of the Virgin, whom he 
immediately seemed to address with many interjections of devout 
admiration ; but, observing on her cheek the residue of the dinner of 
a sacrilegiotts fly, he suddenly expectorated in her face, in order to 
rub it the more easily clean. 

The palace of the grand master, in which the governor now 
resides, is a large plain building, equal to any of the royal monas- 
teries of England. The corridors and state apartments, are superior 
to those of St. James's, which, among other foolish flatteries, we 
are oft^n'told, at home, are equal to any in Europe* Contiguous to 
the palace, is the public lilnrary, the finest piece of ardiitecture in the 
town. It was undergoing some repairs, preparatory to receiving the 
books of the Maltese library ; a collection of nearly thirty thousand 
volumes, consisting of books which the members of the order had 
from time to time bequeathed. This institution had, formerly, a 
right to a copy of every book printed at the royal stampery of Paris, 
and possesses, in consequence, the best specimens of French typo- 
graphy and literature. 

The governor has a country-house near the village of St. Antonio, 
Like the palace, it contains a number of portraits, and a few 
respectable pictures ; but it is celebrated chiefly for the gardens, 
which are laid out in the Italian stile. They are of no great extent; 
yet, with all due deference to the manes of Kent and Brown, I 
find myself, in honesty, compelled to say, that, notwithstanding 
their trimness, fountains, and colonnades, I thought them both beau- 
tiful and appropriate. Where an extensive domain will admit, the 
imitation of rocks, woods, and lakes, may be introduced with 
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propriety ; but, in so small a spot as the gardens of St. Antonio, it 
would only be ridiculous. Besides, a flower-garden is a place 
dedicated to festivity ; and the mind is insensibly disposed to gaiety, 
by the sight of objects, evidently formed only for oruament. During 
the time of Sir Alexander Ball, bis lady held, weekly, a very stately 
and ceremonious public tea-drinking in these gardens. 

Su* Alexander Ball assigned to the merchants, the quadrangle of 
the building which was, formerly, the collie of the Jesuits ; and it 
has been fitted up as an exchange. It also contains apartments for 
a bank, and an insurance company, which were establbhed by 
subscription in 1809. There is a great disposition, in Malta, 
to imitate the commercial institutions of London, and to place 
business on as regular a footing, as the difference of circumstances 
will admit ; but the want of a legislature is a grpat drawback on 
this laudable ' public spirit. The tribunals of the country may, in 
courtesy, recc^ize the institutions of the merchants ; but the want 
of legality, cannot but greatly operate to their disadvantage. The ' 
claims of the bank, as a company, may be resisted in the courts of 
the United Kingdom, where, also, the subscribers may be, indi- 
vidually, prosecuted for the debts of the company. 

FARMING. 

In this island, the farmer begins to turn up the soil in September, 
and continues his labour for the different crops that he intends to 
raise, till the end of April; at which time, all the seeds are in the 
ground. Jle is obliged to chip the rock under the soil every six or 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



m 

seven years, in order to recruit the fertility of the earth. The vege- 
tables df Malta are excellent. The cotton, however, is inferior, and 
only fit for making sail-cloth and coarse checks, into which it is ma- 
nufactured in the island. Were the absurd restrictions on the trade 
between this central station, for selling colonial produce, and the 
West Indies, removed, the Maltese cotton sail-cloth might become 
aa article of return to the latter. All the small vessels in the Me- 
diterranean make use of cotton sail-cloth. 

THE PRIVILEGE OF SANCTUARY. 

We have had possession of Malta upwards of ten years ; and yet 
the public do not know whether it is to remain permanently ours, or 
to be resigned again, nominally to the knights, but virtually to the 
French. This uncertainty, and that defect of our foreign policy, in 
not having any definite plan for embracing into our empire such ac- 
quisitions as the events of war enable us to make, operate greatly to 
the disadvantage of this invaluable possession. An apprehension is 
felt, both by the natives and the British, that our statesmen will 
surrender Malta — one of the most important commercial and mi- 
litary stations tiiat we ever obtained. The administration of justice 
is affected by this uncertainty and apprehension ; and the greatest 
abuses are tolerated, merely because the existing government is only 
regarded as provisional during the war. It is still doubtfiil whether 
a British subject, in this part of the British dominions, may claim 
his birth-right — a trial by jury. It is indisputable, as far as prece- 
dent goes, that neither his person, nor his property, enjoy, here, that 
natural protection which it is the duty of all governments to afford, 
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and which^ elsewhere^ the British suhject has a right to demand ; 
and^ if refused, may prosecute the magistrate for the consciquences 
of the refusal. 

Some time before my arrival at Malta, in 1809, as an English 
soldier happened to be walking along the street, a pig, belonging to 
a Maltese butcher, ran against him. The lad, irritated by having 
his uniform soiled, gave the animal a kick. Almost instantly the 
owner mortally stabbed him with a knife, and fled to the cathedral. 
Owing to some diffidence in the governor, out of respect to the 
popular prejudices, if such gentle terms can be applied to the trans- 
action, the murderer was allowed to remain in the sanctuary ; and 
the bishop was only solicited to deliver him up to justice^ This in- 
judicious mildness was equivocally answered. The governor grew 
more firm, and demanded the culprit. The clergy perceived tlwt the 
sanctuary might, in the end, be forced; and they &cilitated the 
escape of the murderer. 

It will not be surprizing, if, out of this felonious aflair, circum- 
stances arise to exalt the bonis of the priesthood. Inferior delin- 
quents may take sanctuary with impunity ; and, should it becoaie 
necessary to violate the privilege of sanctuary, the disregard of 
ancient law and precedent may be plausibly complained of. In a 
case of such atrocious murder, as that which I have related, the go- 
vernor would have been supported by the sympathy of the people ; 
and, before the priests could have been able to poison their feelings, 
he might have draped the butcher even from the very arms of the 
bishop. One act of well-timed decision is worth a million of ex- 
pedients. Such procedure, as the governor ought to have ad<qpted, 
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would have abrogated in Malta the ecclesiastical power of harbouring 
criminals. 

It has been urged, in excuse for the indecision of the general, 
that the privilege of sanctuary formed a part ^f those ancient legal 
customs which we had engaged to respect. But an engagement to 
connive at the protection and escape of delinquents could never be 
obligatory, because it is contrary to the law of nature and nations. 
The man who subscribes to such a principle, becomes himself a cri- 
minal. There is, however, a better reason for the abolition of 
sanctuary in Malta than reason itself. I mean to the priests^ 
Henry VII. of England procured a bull from Rome to put an end to 
it in his dominions. Although his successors have renounced the 
supremacy of the Pope, the Papists must admit that the kings of 
England have inherited all the uncancelled privileges enjoyed by 
their ancestors ; and therefore, as the successors of Henry, they have 
a regular ecclesiastical right to abolish the privilege of sanctuary^ 
wherever their jurisdiction extends. From the moment that the 
island fell under the English^ crown^ the priestly privilege of de- 
frauding justice legally ceased to exist ^ 

HISTORY. 

Malta was first known to have been ruled by an African t>f the 
name of Battus, who was an enemy of queen Dido, and subdued 
by the Carthaginians. From them it fell into the hands of the 
Romans ; and the Saracens severed it from their empire. Roger the 
Norman^ king of Sicily, having, in his turn, expeUed them, it 
xemained attached to the Sicilian monarchy till the emperor 

s 
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Charles V. gave it to the knights of St, John^ after their expulsion 
from Rhodes. The French^ under Buonaparte, surreptitiously ob- 
tained the possession, during the last war, but were, soon after, com- 
pelled to surrender it to the British. 

TEAD£. 

i 

The effects also of that ruinous infirmity in our foreign policy, 
which has, hitherto, led us to make conquests in war, for the express 
purpose of afterwards resignhig them, is very visible in the state of 
the trade of this island. In the course of my voyages and travels, I 
found that all the countries to which the British have still access, 
were supplied with colonial produce by the Americans. With 
Sicily and Turkey the Americans were in the practice of holding 
direct intercourse, although neither the Sicilian nor Ottoman go- 
vernments are on any terms of correspondence with that of the 
United States. I found, also, that the coffee and sugar, in the 
market of Malta, was brought there by Americans, direct from 
Cuba and St DoiQingo. It seemed, that, without any diplomatic 
addres^ exerted in these parts, the citizens df the United States 
enjoyed, within the Mediterranean, as great privileges, and as ample 
protection, as the British, with all their fleets, armies, and ple- 
nipotentiaries. 

In Sicily, notwithstanding the state of relation in which we stand 
with that kingdom, the Americans were just as much respected as 
we were. In Tmkey they participated in all the privileges to which 
we could lay any claim ; and, in Malta, our own island, they shared, 
to the utmost, every immunity which the British possessed. It wilt. 
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be difficult to difloover^ either in the condttct of the United States to» 
wards us^ or in that regard which we owe to our own interests^ a 
satisfactory reason for permitting them to enjoy such lOivantages ^-^ 
advantages enjoyed at the expenoe of our West Indian planters and 
merchants. 

Whenever the traders of any nation attain pre-emifiency in a fo- 
reign market, it is either owing to some superiority of quality in dieSr 
articles, or to a superiority of privilege, or to their ability in sixp^ 
plying the same kind of articles, at a cheaper rate than othier 
merchants. It is to the latter of these causes, that the exclusive 
pre-eminence, .whi.ch the Americans have attained in the Medi«^ 
terranean, n|ust be ascribed. They load sugars and coffee in Cuba 
and St. DomingQ, and come directly into this sea. The expenses of 
the voyage are not greater than those on a voyage from the. West 
Indies to the United Kingdom. If the invoice price of their cargoes 
hp the same as the shipping value of our West Indian produce, they 
can a£ford to sell, in Malta, for example, at the same price that our 
planters can afford to sell in England. By our colonial system, we 
cannot carry colonial produce direct to Malta. It must be .first 
brought to the United Kingdom, there landed, there warehoused^ 
and there shipped again, for Malta ; and the expence of the voyage 
from England to. that island, independent of the landing, ware- 
housing, and shipping chaj^ges, is as great as that of a voyage finom 
Cuba, or St. Domingo, to Malta ; namely, the ordinary voyage of 
the Americans with colonial produce. If this expensi be twenty-five 
per cent it is, therefore, clear, that our colonial system has the effect 
of giving twenty-five per cent of advantage to the Americans over 
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OUT merchants^ on all colonial produce that is sold in Malta. For 
the Americans^ to reach the same destination, perform only one 
voyage, while we are, by law, obliged to perform two. 

If it be convenient to the great political concerns of the empire, 
that the colonies of the enemy should be conquered ; as ouf original 
plantations must suffer by the effects of this policy, it is but just 
that we should endeavour to lessen their sufferings. It may be ex- 
pedient to reduce the foreign possessions of the enemy, in order to 
procure certain equivalents when we shall come to negociate for 
peace; but it is not judicious that we should entail, upon those pos- 
sessions, which we do not mean to surrender, hardships that will, in 
the end, affect our own vital* interests, more than the temporary in- 
jury which we inflict on the enemy. If it be intended to retain the 
new acquisitions to the utmost, and to regard them as integral 
parts of the empire, then the obligation of considering the state of 
the consumption of colonial produce, within the Mediterranean, in 
addition to the different other plans proposed for the relief of the 
planters, is indispensable. The enemy, aware of our belligerent co- 
lonial system, has, by most unprecedented regulations, which have 
proved lamentably successful, endeavoured to lessen the consumption 
of colonial produce on the continent. This has diminished the loss 
to him of the colonies which we have taken, and reduced the value of 
property to us, in those which we previously possessed. Were the 
actual condition of the colonies, collectively, the same as at the com- 
mencement of the war, such has been the diminution in the con- 
sumption of colonial produce on the continent, that the general value 
of plantation property is now materially impaired. 
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The population of Sicily is- commonly reckoned at a miQion and 
a half. The quantity of sugar used in that island is^ perhaps, equal 
to the whole consumption of Scotland > and the quantity of co£Pee is^ 
undoubtedly, much greater. Would not the exclusive privilege of 
supplying the Sicilians with colonial produce be regarded as a boon 
by our planters ? Might not this privilege be obtained^ under the 
present circumstances of our connection with Sicily ? If we garrison 
the fortresses, and continue the subsidy to the courts by which the 
people are exempted from a large portion of the expenses of the war^ 
surely we could and ought to stipulate for some favour in return; and 
th(i privilege of selling colonial produce to the Sicilians might be a~ 
part of that &vour. But, in the existing state of our colonial system, 
the court of Palermo might object to concede this privilege, because 
it would, in fact, be obliging its subjects to pay twenty-five per cent. 
more to the British,, for the same kind of goods, which they obtain^ 
at present, from the Americans. Were we to obtain^ from the king 
of Sicily, the exclusive privilege of bringing colonial produce to his 
ports, and yet continue those existing restrictions, which oblige the 
planters to. send their articles first to the United Kingdom, we 
should, in fact, levy a tax of twenty-five per cent, on the sugar and 
coffee consumed by the Sicilians. I do: not say that we ought not to 
do this; but, were the point agitated in negociation, the king of 
Sicily has certainly a very solid ground of objection. Were we to 
grant our planters the freedom of direct intercourse with Malta, our 
own territory, and, it is to be hoped, an adopted and unalienable 
integral part of our empire, the objection, of the Sicilian government 
would be obviated; because, by the vicinity of that island jto Sicily, 
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we ccmld then afford to furnish the Sicilians with colonial produce^ 
on termSy at least equal to those of the Americans^ even if we did 
not take any steps to exclude the Americans from the Mediterranean. 
By extending to the colonies the right of direct intercourse with 
Malta^ we should secure a monopoly of the supply of Turkey with 
coffee and sugai* : of the former^ the Turks, in proportion to their 
number, consume more than any other people, and are daily becoming 
greater consumers of the latter. In the course of my travels in 
Turkey, I found, every where, that the coffee with which I was 
served, had either been brought from Malta or Smyrna. The colo- 
nial produce sold at Smyrna, had either come from Malta, ^ to 
which it had been^ brought by Americans, or been imported 
by the Americans themselves. It is only in the houses of the great, 
that the Mocha coffee is to be met with ; and, at present, not ofiten 
there, owing to the Wechabi, the reformers of the Mahomedan faith^ 
having interrupted the regular supplies. 

An important [^oportion of the produce of the colonies which 
we have taken from the enemy, is cofiee ; and the cultivation of that 
article, in our old plantations, is yearly increasing. To aspire to the 
monopoly of supplying Turkey with coffee, is impressed upon us by 
the state both of our old and new colonies. For excluding the 
Americans from Malta, even entirely, there can be no poUdcal com- 
plaint ; far less for denying to them, in future, the privilege of 
carrying colonial produce there. They are not permitted to bring it 
into the ports of the United Kingdom; and, all circumstances con- 
sidered, it is, certainly, very like n^ligence, if it be policy, to permit 
them to have, in a very great degree^ a monopoly of the sugar and 
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coffee trade, with the countries roundi the l^editerranepn ; particalarlj 
to allow them to enter Malta oh as free a footing as ourselves, and 
with those articles too, of which their sales opierate to the detriment 
and loss of a numerous class of our own subjects. I do not know, 
whether our situation with the Porte is such, that we might attempt 
to procure a monopoly of the coffee trade to Turkey, by any public 
treaty. The Turks, individually, esteem us more than they do any 
other people ; but our national influence is not, I am wdl convinced, 
by facts within my own knowledge, so great with the divan as that 
of the French, Wer6 we to attempt to obtain,, by treaty, any parti- 
cular commercial privilege in Turkey, the Frenclpwould immediately 
oppose us, and, I have no doubt, successfully. But, were we to relax 
our colonial system, and grant to our planters the right of direct 
intercourse with Malta, we should not require the dubious utility 
of diplomatic endeavours. The enterprise of our merchants would 
enable them to discover ways and means abundantly sufficient for 
securing the superiority and advantage which we ought to possess 
in the sale of colonial produce. 

We ought, also, as the masters of Malta, to consider, prospectively, 
the state of our relations with Turkey. It is scarcely to be doubted, 
that, sooner or later, France, one way or another, will contrive to 
expel, from the Ottoman dominions, the few inconsiderable remnants 
that still exist, of our Levant factories. We should, therefore, take 
some decisive way of fixing insular establishments in the Archipelago; 
establishments, which our navy enables us, effectually, to protect, 
and which,, even in the event of another war with Turkey, might be 
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rendered perfectly secore, if judiciously selected. It is only by 
extending the ramifications of our insular policy from Malta, that 
we shall be able to maintain our superiority in the Mediterranean. 

In proposing to grant the freedom of direct intercourse between 
the colonies and our Mediterranean possessions, an objection might 
be made by those mercantile houses at home, who hold mortgages 
on West Indian property : but this objection could only be of weight, 
against an argument for extending the freedom of intercourse to 
countries independent of our own. Nor can it be urged by those 
merchants, that any mortgages are held by them, on property in the 
newly-acquired plantations ; and, therefore, if for no other reason 
than for the interests of the planters in them, some alteration in our 
colonial regulations should be made. If there are objections of any 
validity, on the part of the mortgagees, against allowing a free 
intercourse between the old eolonies and our Mediterranean posses- 
sions, there can be none why that intercourse should not be granted 
to the new. Here we have a clear view of the absurdity of adhering, 
under the altered circumstances of the world, to those colonial 
regulations which were calculated for other times. 

Another objection, apparently of more importance, presents itself. 
By bringing the produce of the colonies to the mother country, and 
there re-shipping it for its ultimate destination, it may be said, tiiat a 
greater quantity of tonnage and number of seamen are employed, 
than would be were the produce at once sent from the colonies to 
the ultimate destination : but, it must be remembered, that, at 
present, only a small part, or, rather, none of our colonial produce 
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is conBum<ed in the Mediterranean ; so that the shipping and sailors 
that are supposed to be employed in this trade^ have^ in fact, no 
existence. 

It is chiefly with respect to the colonial interests^ that thie trade of 
Malta requires the early consideration of government. The obstruc- 
tionsy which it, at. present, suffers, may be obviated, by an act of the 
legislature, in the course of a few days, and without any investigation 
.of the circumstances of the island. But those things which regard 
the law and wfamnistration of justice, should be examined with care^ 
and proceeded in with caution. 



SERIGO. 

I LANDED on Serigo, at the small maritime village of Avlemsma, 
with a gentleman who had agreed to travel with me as fieur as 
Constantinople. The village consists of a few straggling hovels, 
situated near a creek, which opens into a spacious bay, where vessels, 
pasdii^ to and from the Levant, are often obliged to take shelter 
from the violent winds, whidi, occasionally, render the passage, 
between the Morea and Candia, difficult and dangerous. The creek 
is gcuuMied by a small castle^ in which we found an officer and a party 
of sbldiers> languishing for pastime. This military hermitage is 
dedicated to St. Nicolo. It has a tower in the middle, and is more 
like a bed^ibom candlestick than like any other article that I know, 
The officer was as hospitable to us, as his means, in so disconsolate a 

T 
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place, could afford, and sent a soldier, to procure asses to bear ns 
magnificently to the capital. 

Near Avlemana are several traces of the ancient town of Scandia i 
and the ruins of a Grecian fortress are still visible. It was near this 
village, that a vessel foundered, with a part of the Athenian marbles^ 
the i^oils of the temple of Minerva. The cases, though many were 
of a great weight, and sunk to the depth of fourteen fathoms, were, 
afterwards, raised by sponge divers, and have since been trans- 
ported to London. It is somewhat curious, that the vessel happened 
to bear the name of Mentor. The pillage of die Parthenon has 
been followed by a number of events, in the style of the miracles of 
the classics, almost, indeed, sufficient to reconvert the Greeks to the 
dread and adoration of their ancient deities. 

The road from Avlemana to the town of Serigo, is just such as 
any reasonable man would expect to find in a mountainous island, 
thinly inhabited, negligently cultivated, and offering but small 
inducements to labour. In point of picturesque beauty, the scenery 
haa some pretensions, and we passed through a valley, so green and 
goodly, that in any part of the world it would be considered a very 
pleasant one. It is well planted with vines and enlivened with 
neat white cottages. The sun was setting as we approached it, and 
the peasants, returned from labour, were reposing at their doors for the 
evening. After the monotony of a sea voyage, we felt the full 
pleasure of the effect of rural sights and sounds ; and regarded the 
aspect of the valley as an assuring omen of finding ourselves com« 
fortable in the town. 

It was dark before we reached the house of the Consul. He 
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^veceived us very kindly^ provided us with lod^ngs^ and with horses to 
send, in the morning, for our baggage. We found him a sensible, 
well-informed, hospitable man, much superior, both in condition and 
manners, to any of the British agents that I have met with in the 
islands of the Archipelago. He is considered, in point of property, 
the first person here. Next morning, we paid our respects to the 
governor, who pressed us to take up our abode in the castle. From 
him, as well as fiK>m the other officers of the garrison, we received 
the greatest attention during our stay in the island. 

The castle, by its situation, is, naturally, very strong; and, 
though the works are at present commanded by a hill, on the west, 
from which they were attacked by the British, it might easily be 
made a formidable station. It stands on the brow of a lofty, abrupt, 
precipitous promontory. Towards the town the walls make a respect- 
able shew. The mountains of Crete are seen from the windows of 
the governor's apartments; and, were corresponding signals esta- 
blished with Serigota, which lies about mid-way over, no vessels 
could pass^ during the day, undiscovered. Serigo may justly 
be called the Centinel of the Levant, and, as such, in these times, 
it certainly might, to us, be rendered a valuable possession. 

Serigo is about fifty English miles in circumference. It is dU 
vided into four districts, Potamo, Castrisso, Milopotamo, and Li- 
vadi ; and contains forty villages, besides the capital. The popu- 
lation is estimated at eight thousand souls ; of whom about twelve 
hundred are resident in the town. The face of the country is rocky 
and mountainous, the soil is stony, and, though rudely, the whole 
arable land is tilled. The cattle, of various kinds, are computed to 
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amount to fifteen hundred, the sheep to twa tifioutsand, and the goats 
to three iiiousand. The grain prpdticed, in ordinary times, is barefy 
sufficient for the inhabitants; and supplies are^ frequently wanted. 
The wine is all oonsuned in the island. It is of a weak watery qua- 
lity,, and is almost universally polluted with an infusion of lime. 
But for this ingredient^ it would be acetous, owing to mismanage- 
ment in the fermentation, and the too free admission of the at- 
mosphere. It may not be unwholesome, but it is, certainly, the 
most odious of mixtures. The oil is tolerable, and a small quantity 
is made, quite pellucid, and of the finest flavour^ from selected olives. 
The island abundantly supplies itself with fire-wood, and has many 
excellent springs, one of which discharges so copiously, that it serves 
to turn several mills. The revenue, which amounts to upwards of 
twelve hundred pounds sterling, is raised by imposts on cattle, 
land, exports and imports. The regular civil public expenditure 
is about eight hundred pounds ; so that there is a surplus for other 
purposes. Porphyry was anciently found here ; and the island, in 
consequence, was, sometimes, called Porphyrcisos. The material, 
however, is no longer known in Serigo. I have, somewhere, heard 
it alleged, that porphyry is an artificial composition. The modem 
Qreeks call it a paste. A good etymologist may discover something 
ccHToborative of this notion in the term porphyry. Perhaps the pe- 
trifactions in the grottos, which are numerous here, were employed 
in the manufacture. 

Notwithstanding the general sterility of the soil, the island 
abounds in churches, of which more than twenty are in the 
tomu The established religion is that of the Greek church. The 
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bishop is uHcter the jariBdiction of the Metropolitan of Malvasia; 
and^ in order to render his prayers the more efficacious^ he is al- 
lowed the privilege of garnishing himself like an archbishop. His 
place is worth about a hundred and fifty pounds a year, exclusive of 
vails and pei^uisites. 

A publk school has been some time established ; and, since ihe 
arrival of the British, it has been placed on a highly respectable 
footing. About ninety pounds sterfing per annum are allowed for 
the salaries of the masters ; a sum surprisingly liberal, considering 
the smallneas of the population. The children are taught the 
olassk and romaic Greek;, also Latin, French and Italian, with 
writing and arithmetic ; and they receive a sli^t tincture of ma- 
themarics. The house, appropriated to the academy, is an old 
Roman Catholic monastery — a most judicious conversion. 

Serigo furnishes so little to export, and the inhabitants are so 
frugal and contented with their native articles, that the small traf^ 
ficking upon its shcH^s hardly merits the name of commeree. They 
have twenty-four boats, and one square-rigged vessel ; and, it is 
supposed, that, at home and abroad, about two hundred and thirty 
men are employed in maritime affiiirs. 

There are only two ports in the island ; Avlemana, where we 
landed, and Capsalis, at the foot of the hill on whidai the Casde 
stands. Neither of them are good. (The climate is healthy, but 
rather too violently ventilated. In addition to -the garrison, a com- 
pany of militia has been formed. T)ie inhabitants have* been de- 
scribed to us as a simple honest race, who dance to the lyre ooca- 
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sionally^ eat^ drink^ and depart this life without often violating, hk 
any point, the golden rales of King Chatles. 

As I have already intimated, two or three relics of antiquity may 
he discovered in ike island. About the time of the taking of Santa 
Maura, a marble lion was found. In commemoration of that event, 
it has been placed on a pedestal in the castle, and is regarded by the 
Serigots as a very worshipful thing. The greatest curiosities, in the 
island, are rocks in which the bones of animals are found inclosed. 
Hiere are also several caverns of great extent, one of which we ex- 
plored, with two officers, to a depth not before attempted. 

We lefit the town in the morning for Milopotamo, in the vicinity 
of which the grotto lies. Our ride was over a bare and ra^ed 
country. We reached the village in safety, and left our horses at ia 
monastery near the source of the large spring already mentioned. 
Here we procured candles, and a friar, who is the common guide ; 
and, followed by a number of peasants, walked towards the en« 
trance. . In descending to that part of the coast^ where the cave is 
situftted, we passed a Venetian casde, which, by an inscription over 
the pojftal, appears to have been built in the year 1566. It stands 
at the head of a narrow shaggy glen, and reminded us of the feudal 
residences in our own country. From the castle, the path is, for the 
most part, over disagreeable harsh lava*like rocks. At the entrance 
l»f the grotto, we left our hats and coats, and bound our heads witiii 
bandkerchiefB to protect them from the innumerable protuberances of 
the roof and sides. The arborescent appearance of the interior of 
this extensive cavern may be compared to a subterranean forest of 
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petrified trees. The windings are intricate $ and tlie effect of the 
lights^ in many places^ was astonishingly fine. In passing a long 
narrow branching passage^ one of our companions heard a low mur* 
muring sound. We listened. It resembled the breathing of a living 
creature ; and we became curious to know what it was. Our friend 
entered the passage^ and proceeded about twenty yards, when his 
candle was suddenly blown out. He groped, in the dark, to discover 
the cause, and found a chink, through which the wind was issuing 
violently, but could see no light. No one, we were assured, by the 
traditionary historians, ever penetrated so tar before. There is some 
sort of glory in accomplishing what no other has done, if it should 
be only in exploring the recesses of a cave. We, therefore, returned 
to the town pleased with our exploit. 

The desire of perpetuity in mankind gave rise, among other 
practices, to the travelle/s custom of inscribing his name on thet 
remarkable objects that he has visited. In this cave we found, among 
others, that of the detestable wretch, Poerio. While this Cala* 
brian traitor was governor of the island, a number of ^banian 
labourers, driven from the Morea by the severity of the extortions 
there, took refuge in Serigo, where they were desirous of settling ; 
and, to obtain the privilege, paid Poerio a sum of money, lliey 
amounted to several hundreds. The island, at the time, happened 
to be scarce of com, and the inhabitants murmured at the intro- 
duction of so many new mouths. , Poerio, therefore, without re- 
paying the money, ordered the Albanians to quit the island. They 
complained of his injustice, but prepared to obey. The wind was 
against them : they were undecided about their voyage ; and, lingering 
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on tint shorn, were accused of intentionally delaying tb^ir departuKp. 
He resolved to get rid of them, and ordered the well which they 
frequented to be poiaoned. Three and twenty died before they ans- 
l^ected the atit^cious fact; the rest precipitately fled from the 
isku^. During the remainder of his government, the inhabitenis 
scarofly ventured to whisper on the subject. After his departure^ 
a wpy of a letter to his superior officer, giving an account of the 
crime, was discovered ainong his papers, and the whole circum* 
stances of the cas^ have since been fully ascertained. The odlective 
murderer hap since been taken prisoner, and sent to England, 
General Oswald would have been honourably justified, had he acfnt 
him^ at once, to a fitter place. 

The scorpions in this island are uncommonly iMige. I measured 
one, which was no less than five inches in length. The officers of 
the garrison told us, that they had often matched the scorpions 
against mice, and uniformly observed, in the onset of the ccfmbat, 
that the reptile bad the advantage of the animal ; but, afterwardi^ 
the mouse, by tearing out a part of the scorpion's back, and eatiD^ 
it, recovered new vigour, and, ultimately, became the victor. Esc* 
pecting to have had the gratification of seeing one of these contests^ 
I omitted to inquire more particularly into the circumstances^ If 
the fact be really as I understood, iand have described it, the ssfgacity 
of the incuse entitles it to the consideration of philosophers, as well 
as of cats. 

Serigo was first peopled by the Phoenicians, and ftt)m them it 
passed into the hands of the Lacedemonians. The Athenians sent a 
fleet against it during the Peloponesian war; and^ landin^p a party 
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of troops near Avlemana, eompelled the Lacedemonians to surrender. 
In the beginning of the thirteenth century, it was taken 4)y the ubited 
French and Venetians, from the emperor of Constantinople ; and, from 
the conclusion of the war, rested, with Zante and the other islands 
that form the Septinsular Republic, in the possession of the Venetians^ 
till the year 17^7$ when it was declared a part of the Cispadana 
Republic. By the treaty of Campo Fonnio, the Seven Islands were 
assigned to the French; but, in 1799, the combined Russian and 
Ottoman fleet retook Serigo. By the treaty of Amiens, the Eraperar 
of Russia was appointed protector of the independency of the Be* 
public. In 1807> however, he abandoned his trust to the French { 
from whom, in October 1809, Serigo was taken by the British. 

Serigo is the Cythera of the ancients, and was ven^ated l^ tha 
Greeks as the birth-place of V^tius. Her temple here was die oldest 
of all the temples raised to her in Greece^ and she was annually 
worshipped on the sea sbwe, by the young damsels, with the same 
immodest exposures as in Cyprus. 

The Asiatics, from time immemorial, have regarded the orbs of 
the sky as objects of adoration. It has been supposed, that, in 
Phoenicia, the jJanet which bean the name of Venus, was or^inally 
worshipped under that ci Astarte ; and, in consequence of the fables 
evidently wrought into the simple astrolc^cal superstition on which 
this worship was founded, it has also been supposed, that there was 
a queen of Phoenicia who bore, likewise, the name <^ Astarte j and 
that many of the human actions ascribed to the goddess, were, really, 
those cl£ the queen. 
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iRmGndmx ikUe of Venus rising from the sea, on the ^ores of 
^yth^ra^. i» capable of a. sadslactory explanation. The Phcehi* 
MMiSy whea they peopled the kland^ no doubt/ brought wrth tKem 
4Im adoiaiion of 90 favoitrit^ a goddess. The fiction of Her birtfa^ 
jamyiy thereiwe, have only reference to the importation of her 
WQohip. 

The adoration of the celestial bodies, originated, undoubtedly, in 
Hhe kkflueBoes which* the ancient astrologers ascribed to them. The 
'Gn^ka^ who were the greatest febuKsts, may be considered as the 
chifef corrupters of the te<^ologkal religidn; Those crimes arid 
dfieda.whkh fom the histories of thehr deities, were, probablyi 
perpetrated by^ human beings, who, like the I^centcian queen, hore 
celestial names. Ita the pcAytheism of the Grreeks, there is a pal- 
3paiUe mixture of reUgkws allegory aDid secular fact 
v; An island so thinly peojpled as Serigo, cannot produce, often, 
anuBenit men. The lyric poet Philosenes, was bom here. He visited 
the court of Syracuse in the time of Dionysius, who^ being also a 
oouetructar of Yerses, shewed sonie of his to Philosenes^, and desired 
him to. say what he thought of them. The critic t<4d ihe tyrant^ 
truly,. that they wem very bad. Dionysius, having been assured by 
kia sycophanta that be was a most incomparable banl, was exceed* 
ingly enraged at ik» impudenoe of Phifesenes, and threw him into 
prison. He made, soon after, ^^ an exeellent new song," and sent for 
the poet to hear it ^^ Now, Philosenes/' said he, ^^ what do you 
say to that : is it tkA a fine thing V' ^ Send me back to prisoto,^"" 
said Philosenes. 
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TURKEY. 

Ws took leave of our hospitabTe friends in the CMtle^ and of 4hfe^ 
consul^ from whom we did not part with dry oheeks. In the pathetic 
moment of separation^ be applied his mouth to them^ and, liiathoQt 
weepings we found it necessary to wipe then^ We then deseeiided 
to the port, where a boat was waiting, to oariy us tp Muathobeet. 
In order to protect us from the pirates on the sea^ and to pr6eure ui 
a fiimAurable reception from the robbers on the kbd, am arrangemeot 
had been made, with a Mainot ohi^ifeai*, wImi happened to be in 
Serigo, by which it was agreed, that we shoukl call at <lie village 
wfatfe he then was, and take him with us; asctared that, with him 
on board, ther« would he nothing to -fear* When We atfived on that 
part of the ooaat, n^r to wlra(« the village is titwited^ w^ sent a nam. 
to inform this chieftain; bi^t, after waiting upwardB of six hourt^ 
we grew impatient, and aailed without hktL A tedmia and tifain- 
twestkig passage ^ forty hours, brought w into iikk pert «f ' MaMv 
tbcmesk Bet, before ottrrating onr adventures, I ought to gite soqm 
account of the people among whom we wate about to tnot wmelfe*^ 

MAINA. 

Maina is m part of the ancieirt Lacedemonifein territory, and h- 
still merits the nawie^. The inhabitants wfere never, ax^tually, siib- 

* Lacedemonia signifies tbe country of the devils. 
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doed^ not even by the Romans. It is said^ indeed, that Augustus 
had delivered the maritime towns of the Peloponnesus from the domi« 
nion of Sparta ; but the inhabitants of this district were always 
known by the honourable title of t||e free Laconians. In the time of 
llicf imperial geographer, Constantine Porphyrogenitus, they had 
acquired the name of Mainots, which they still retain. Safe in the 
fisistnesses of their mountains, they have maintained their inde« 
pendenoe ; but with a various and troubled fortune. They make war, 
continually, with each other, chief against chief ; but, whenever the 
TWke threaten them with subjugation, they firmly unite. Consi« 
dering themselves, in some sort, as a nation allied to none, and their 
alliance by none sought, they commit those crimes, which, done 
with smaU and individual injury, provoke detestation; .but, with 
great and general calamity, call forth the applause and gratitude of 
kingdoms. The Mainots are considered as robbers, because they are 
not able to destroy states and desolate empires ; and pirates, because 
their cruisers are only boats* ^ 

In the year 177^9 ^^^ feuds had taken a decided turn. The 
nation was rent into two great factions. The Turks seized that op- 
portunity. By assisting one of the factions, they enabled it to attain 
the superiority, and procured, in recompence, a kind of acknow* 
ledgement of the sultan's sovereignty. There was still, however, a 
strong party in the country, which never, in feet, subnutted to the 
arrangement; the terms of which were broadly these: that the 
sultan should, have the nomination of the governor, who was to be 
always a Spartan ; for they call themselves^ by that famous name ; 
and, on condition that no Turks were allowed to enter the country, 
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the Maioot8, oa their part^ agreed to pay a small anniial sam^ 
which they raised by a tax on oil. From that period^ the ooiiditioii 
of the Mainots has rather improved : and the Turks have not at- 
tempt^ to infringe the terms of their agreem^t But, last year, 
(1609) an adventurer, of the name of Constantine, who had attached 
to himself a laige band of followers, formed the idea of getting 
himself appointed governor. With this view, he waited on Vilhi 
Pashawi the vizier of the Morea ; and, knowing Vilhi's hereditary 
love of moneys o£fered to pay him a large sum should he recdve the ap^ 
pointment by his influence. The vixier grasped at the project, pro* 
cured the commissioti, and Antonbey, who was then governor, and 
who had exercised his functions with much ability and beneficial 
dBfect^ vnis, in consequence, deposed. The country, owing to this 
&cti(ms project of ambition, has again fieillen into great disorder ; and 
the party of Antonbey is so strong, that Constantine is unable to 
fulfil his engagement to Vilhi Pkshaw, without bringing in a IVirkish 
force, the introduction of which, probably, will end the nominal 
aovereigiity of the sultan. The manners of these unconquered 
Greeks wiH best be described, by minutely relating the incidents 
which took jdace while we remained among them. 

MARATBONXSI. 

It was near sunset when we entered the harbour of Mamthonesi, 
formed, by Nature, in the bay, by a small rocky island, on which there 
is a little chapel, and a few trees.^ The town is placed at the bottom 
of a steep hill. A church, with a respectable steeple, stands on the 
side next the sea. At the foot of the hill, but overlooking the town, 
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there is a ieU square tower, rounded at the corners of the batdementsu: 
A- few isee% are interaungled with the houses. 

When we i^eacbed the ehore, aa old man, accompanied by a 
soldjer, inquired wl)^t we were^ and our business in Maina. Having 
iweived hi& answer, he desired us to remain in the boat while he 
mfonoed the comsaandant of the town, and went away. In a sliort 
time^e oetamed with seireral guards, who conducted us to the castle. 
We were led first into a kind of hall, where about a dozen war* 
riors, with aeiv^eral womea wad children, w«re idling away the time. 
From the hall they cDndocted us up a rude 4»taircase into an apart-, 
ibmit JMs dirty, but scarcely better Mulshed. Here we were intro^ 
dmoed to a cfaseftaan who wns sitting with sevwal others, evidetrtly 
ofiioenL The comanodaDt was not in the (own; but the chieftain^ 
acted for him ; and^ being satisfied of the innoceacy of the motives 
that had induced us. to land on their imfraqoented coeat^ he asanrsd' 
xt^ thatHve were in perfeet safety duriiig our abode in tbe OMBt^. ^ 

The dress (^ these men was pretty much like that of the common 
Greeks, but closer fitted^ and better calculated foreflbrts ofactiirity^^ 
Th?y aU wofe thiw hair lo^g and jkimng, a peoulmrity of the^ 
Spartans even so far bacfc as th^ gwat invasion of XfiixM, who umm 
exceedingly indignant when he saw the little band of Leonidas care- 
lessly combing theirs on the evening before the all-famous battle of 
Thermopylae^ Our examinsi:it>n fioishied, a Greeks from the interior 
<^ the Motq^,y informed us, that he would be very ghul to lend «a fass* 
house. This poor man had been a merchant in Mistra; but, harisg 
ofi^ded Vilhi Pashaw, he was fined in a sum greater than all hia^ 
meaW3 ^and obliged to take rtfvge here. We gladly aoeepted his- 
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iiSkT. One may admire a hardy atid intrepid ractf, who hfliV6^, fbr sb 
taany ages, retained theif national chdractferistifcs ; ' bu< tHeii* habi- 
tations are calculated rather to excite the opposite feeling. 

The dress of the women cotisistii of a petticoat of cotton cloth, a 
few inches from the bottom of whifeh a brbad stripe of blue or of red is 
the dnly ortiatnent. They wear a* shott' bed-gown for their upper 
dr6ss; 'and, on 'their heads, a handkerchief fixed to the little 
Greciati redcap. Ttltey appeared to be the chief labourers of the 
fields^ But the delicacy' jdf the "sex was never known among the 
Spaiftans. 'In one of theif eairFy Waris,' all the men happenect to be 
diawn fiiom the city. A^ they had sworn not' to return uritirthey 
accomplished their object^ the womien made a representation to the 
army,' that, unless some were sent back, the race must become ex- 
tihct. Fifty of tlie stoutest fellows were^ accordingly, ordered to 
S^artk. l!fie\r otfspring, 'finding themselves afterwards slighted) 
emigrated to Ttaly. •' ' . .^^ 

When we had taken somiei refreshment, we went out t(* walk. 
Several bdys foBowed' us, abd pointed out ah inscription, on a rocW, 
in very ' antieht* Greek characters. The doctor of the town, a 
tsalkative native of Corfu, fell in with us as we were returning home^ 
and told us, that he had not heard of any one that could read the 
inscription. We also met the commandant, attended hy half a 
dozen guards. He was handsomely dressed in the style of the 
country; and his personal appearance and manners struck us as 
transcendahtly elegant. My imagination, which, from the scene in 
the castle, had become full of the blue and^ white melahchftty of 
Ossian, was surprized with so distinct a vision of Os6ar. fle came 
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up to U8 very courteously ; aod, taking off the little red cap which 
covered his hair^ and which he wore somewhat doffed^ invited us to 
go with him to a shop-door^ where he treated us with a dram. 
There are but two other shops in the town^ the whole population, 
probably, not exceeding five hundred souls. Notwithstanding the 
homeliness of the entertainment, there was so much dignity about^ 
himself, and so much reverence in the treatment that he received 
from all around him, that we irresistibly felt ourselves highly* 
honoured guests. After a few slight inquiries, for he did not appear 
to be a man of many words, he repeated the assurances of security, 
and seemed rather hurt when we asked if he would furnish us with 
guards to Mistnu He requested the doctor, who acted as interpreter 
on the occasion, to say, that the Mainots never molest travellers ; 
addtne, that, even if we had killed the governor of Serigo, no 
Mainot would dare to ^ve us up. While we were sitting at the 
shop-door, a crowd gathered round. He wave4 his hand for them 
to keep off, and they instantly retir^. He then invited us to take a 
walk ; and, ordering his guards to remain where they were, he took 
with him a tall, awkward, humourous looking fellow, whom the 
doctor informed'us was a chieftain, that had a castle in the interior, 
from which he had lately been ^driven by a party of his enemies. 
The young commandant walked on in silence before us, till we 
reached the middle of a field, at some distance from the town. It 
was a retired place. He suddenly halted. Our fancies, in the mean 
time, were coming thickly. We looked at each other. The sun was 
down, aad the twilight was obscure. But he only inquired if we had 
any news. P^^cetving that he was anxious to get correct informa* 
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tion, we told him frankly and faithfully all that we knew of the wars 
in Christendom and TVirkey. Our conversation then turned upon 
those of M aina ; and he told us, with warmth, that all the inhabit- 
ants earnestly desired either the French or British to come among 
them. I was amused with the shrewd sense of his friend, in reply 
to a question of mine, respecting the martial disposition of the 
Mainots. " We just do,^' said he, " like the French and English, 
and cannot tell why." When we returned into the town, we saw a 
great number of additional soldiers in the street. They were sitting 
at the doors, but rose up as the commandant approached, and stood^ 
bending slightly forward, with their right hands on their breasts. 
Their gaunt looks, and uncouth figures, contrasted with the extra-^ 
ordinary gracefulness of their chief, seemed to me indescribably ludi- 
crous. They appeared, I thought, as if they had just finished a 
pulmonic cough, and were in the act of spitting.. . He conveyed us 
home, and bade us good night with infinitely more grace than a 
play-actor in the character of Norval. 

In the morning we were visited by two fnends of the com^ 
mandant. The £aither of one of them had once been governor of 
Maina ; and he himself held the rank of major in the Russian ser- 
vice. He spoke French and Italian fluently; and was, in other 
respects, a sedate, sensible man. 

BATHI. 

After breakfast, we embarked for Bathi, the residence of Anton* 
bey, to whom we were recommended. Bathi is about eight miled 
distant, by water, from Marathonesi. In sailing along the coast^ 
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we passed under the little town of Mavroyuni, which has also its 
protecting castle. The bay, between it and the residence of Antort- 
bey, affords agreeable prospects ; such, indeed, as are rarely to be 
met with in the Levant. Round the shore, a number of small 
green hills rise, successively, beyond each other : many of them are 
naturally decorated with trees, and several of them are crowned with 
castellated houses, and their vassal cottages. The back ground con- 
sists of lofty mountains, terminated on the North, and overlooked, 
by the stupendous summits of St Lea, the ancient Taygetus. Bathi 
stands on the brow of a small promontory, which is mantled with 
shaggy underwood. The appearance of the castle is similar to that 
of many of our lesser old baronial mansions. I have been always 
partial to descriptions of feudal manners; and the interior oeco- 
nomy of this fortified abode, instead of surprizing me by its no- 
velty, seemed more like a place with which I was already familiar^ 
than only the resemblance of an idea which had been derived from 
reading. 

We were met on the brow of the hill by a scout, who had been 
sent to inquire what we were ; and conducted by him into the castle. 
In the gateway, a number of retainers were slumbering away the 
tedium of unoccupied time. The court was dirty with rubbish, oflkl, 
and excrements. Hogs were confined in a corner ; but the poultry 
and ducks enjoyed the range of its whole extent. We ascended into 
the keep by a zigzag stair on the outside, evidently so contrived as 
to be defended* The landing-place was moveable, and served for a 
drawbridge. The door, narrow, opened into a hall, where a number 
of long-haired soldiers were sitting. They rose, as we entered, in 
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order to make way for us to ascend the stairs which led to the apart- 
ment of the prince. The walls of the presence-chamber were hung 
with bundles of arms, clokes, and petticoats. A bed occupied the 
farthest corner, under which I perceived a large, antique, carved 
coffer; but my eye searched in vain for a more common utensil. 
Along the sides of the room were benches, covered with cushions ; 
and, on a shelf, I saw several inverted coffee-cups, two or three 
bottles, and other articles of the cupboard. Antonbey, a strong hale 
carle, was sitting near the bed when we entered, and beside him an 
old priest. I think he appeared to be about sixty. The first glance 
of him, with what had been passing in my mind before, suggested 
the figure of Hardyknute. Opposite sat his lady, with large ring9 
on her fingers, but otherwise slovenly dressed. On her one side was 
a warlike relation, with a snuff-box in his hand ; and, on the other^ 
she had also her ghostly comforter. She was younger than the 
prince, and still possessed the remains of beauty. They all rose up 
as we entered ; and the old chieftain received us with a kiY)d of 
honest gladness — that military frankness, which gains at once the 
esteem of strangers. He expressed himself highly gratified by a 
visit from British subjects, having only once before enjoyed that 
pleasure. Like the governor of Marathonesi, he told us how much 
all the inhabitants desired the arrival of a Christian power. By the 
vicinity of Idra, they have leanit the benefits of commerce, and 
have acquired such a knowledge of the world, as to desire the termi- 
nation of their predatory practices. Antonbey himself was, in his 
youth^ a courageous and famous pirate. He told us that he had visited 
Venice, Trieste, and Ancona. When we had conversed with himE some 
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time^ he took us to see a statue which he had lately found. He said 
it was generally considered to be the eflSgy of Lycurgus ; but I think 
it is a Neptune. The worship of that deity, and of Venus, conti- 
pued in this country five hundred years after they were proscribed in 
the Roman world. He told us, also, that, if it would be accept* 
able, he would send it to London, to the King ; and was not a little 
diverted, when we assured him that Neptune was one of his Ma- 
jesty's favourite Gods. 

On returning to his room, we found the curtains of the bed 
down^ and perceived, through them, the princess asleep. 

A small repast, of broiled meat and cheese, fried with eggs, was 
prepared for us ; in addition to which, we had an excellent melon 
^nd a draught of wine, which was recommended to us under the name 
of Spartan ; certainly, it had no other quality to tempt us to drink it. 
But such, probably, was the &ure of Paris at the court of Mene* 
laus. Wi{h a feast so qlassical, who could not be pleased ? We 
were pressed to remain two or three days, and were promised 
the pleasure of successful hunting ; but, neither of us being sports- 
men, the inducement was not great, especially as we considered that 
we ran some risk of being ourselves shot at for rare game. It was 
not, however, without difficulty, that we resisted the pressing kind- 
ness of our host ; who, when he found we were fixed on setting o£f 
next morning from Marathonesi, gave us recommendatory letters to 
several of the Turkish governors, his friends. He also sent one of 
his men with us, to be landed at Mavroyuni, in order to procure 
horses to take us next day to Mistra. Mavroyuni was then a neutral* 
^tate ; but Marathonesi was belligerent, and adverse to Antonbey : 
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it was, therefore, necessary for us likewise to send a minister, in 
order to bring the answer, the Bathian envoy being afraid of ap- 
proaching Marathonesi. 

A FRENCH PROJECT. 

In the year l^^/^ the French government sent two Greeks on 
a private mission to these parts. The narrative of their voyage con- 
tains a great deal of information, relative to the islands which the 
British have since obtained in the Adriatic, and to the country of 
Maina. On this occasion Buonaparte, who was then in Italy^ wrote 
a letter to the Mainot governor, of which I have given a copy in the 
Appendix. 

The alterations in the French nation, since 1797> haye mate- 
rially diminished the esteem which its pretensions in the outset of 
the revolution had raised among the sanguine and theoretical ; but 
its solid accessions of power have rendered its influence^ to the fuli^ 
as dangerous and commanding as ever. Buonaparte has, not long 
since, with that masterly decision which has often almost antici- 
pated the necessity of other measures, declared that the Ionian 
islands, the very islands in our possession, are inseparable parts of 
the French empire. By this politick impudence^ he has revived^ in 
them, the courage of the partizans of France, and dismayed the con- 
fidence of our friends, who now look forward to become subjects of 
Napoleon, and necessarily, in consequence, regard our possession of 
the islands, only as the temporary occupancy of military posts during 
Ae war. 
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Much of the paralysis of our foreign policy is owing to the de- 
fective sources of our information. Government relies, for its know- 
ledge of the countries reduced hy our arms, chiefly on the reports of 
public officers ; persons, of all others, the least capable, from the 
peculiarities of their situations, to furnish that kind of information 
which is requisite to guide a government. Officers are only visited 
by those who give them interested representations; and they are 
themselves, commonly, not inclined to treat with much suavity 
others of a difi^erent description, more especially such as they are 
taught to believe averse to their schemes. There is a difficulty in the 
execution of erroneous measures, which, not unfirequently, attracts 
attention, and, sometimes, extorts amendment: hence, mistakes, 
arising from the want of previous knowledge in ruling new acquisi- 
tions, are rectified by experience : but in the outset of expeditions 
the consequences are different. The want of local details, as much 
as deficiency of judgment in the planning, has suUied our history 
with many unsuccessful enterprizes. The French act otherwise. 
The mission of the Greeks was expressly for the purpose of obtain- 
ing preliminary knowledge ; and, at this moment, there are other 
similar French agents abroad, of whom I may have occasion to 
speak elsewhere. 

A JOURNEY. 

Soon after we had landed again at Marathonesi, our servant 
returned, and told us that the horses would be ready very early 
next day, and that they would be attended by a guard of six 
men, to protect them back. Accordingly, about three o'clock in the 



.J^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



159 

morning, we were knocked up, and a band of six robber-'like fellows 
entered our apartment, and obstreperously urged us to make haste. 
Before we could get ourselves ready, our beds packed, and our bag- 
gage placed on the horses, the day began to dawn. Our danger was, 
probably, increased by this circumstance, but so was also our plea- 
-sure. We rode for several miles along the romantic shores of the 
Gulf; and it is not easy to imagine a more delightful landscape 
than was gradually brightening around. When we turned into the 
country, the road lay through fine valleys, tte sides of which are, 
naturally, so adorned with oaks, and other venerable and stately 
trees, that, in many places, we were reminded of the parks and 
pleasure-grounds of England. We passed the castles of several 
chieftains, and saw one of more than ordinary magnitude, which had 
been lately taken and burnt. " The blackness of ashes" was within 
the walls, and the trees on the outside had not recovered from the 
scorching of the flames. * 

After riding slowly for thi-ee hours, the baggage-horses being 
incapable of going fast, and our own equally provoking ani- 
mals, we found ourselves passing into a spacious valley, bounded, 
on the left, by the high mountains which run from Cape Matapan 
into the centre of the Morea, and, on the right, by the inferior pa- 
rallel chain which separates the plain country of Laconia from the 
Gulf of Argos. We halted at Daphnis, one of the most advanced 
Turkish border villages towards the frontiers of Maina. Having a 
letter for the governor, we went to the castle, a square embattled 
tower, placed in the middle of a court, inclosed with a wall, perfo- 
. rated for musquets. The governor had gone, the day before, to 
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Mistra ; but his servants^ who were all busy about the killing of a 
calf, took us in, and did their best to make us a dinner. The in-^ 
terior of this habitation was similar to that of the castle of Ma- 
rathonesi, but much more slovenly kept, and as defectively 
furnished. 

From Daphnis to Mistra the face of the country improves ; and 
the valley narrowing, the scenery, particularly on the left, becomes 
grandly alpine. The fields are tolerably well cultivated ; and the 
bright green of innunvsrable mulberry-trees is pleasantly diversified 
by the dark shades of many olives. In the course of our ride, we 
did not happen to approach the banks of the £urotos, but we crossed 
teveral of its tributary streams ; and our ears were refreshed with 
the sound of waters purling under bushes. The prattle of these 
little nereids was an agreeable solace after the hoarse roaring of 
Neptune. At sunset we had a view of Mistra picturesquely scat- 
tered down the side of a steep hillj and crowned with a castle so 
aerially high, that it seemed rather to have been intended to attack 
the Gods than to resist the invasions of men. Approaching Sparta, 
our heads teemed with recollections almost forgotten. Happening 
to observe* a singular flaky phenomenon of clouds, beautifully con- 
catenated along the sky, which was otherwise peifectly spotless, we 
were reminded of Jupiter's visits to the blameless race of Ethiopia, 
and fancied that it was the procession of his return to Olympus. 

MISTRA. 

A few miles before reaching the town, our guards left their 
musquets and pistols in the cottage of an Albanian, the ChristiaD 
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su^ecta not being allowed to cariy arms in the Tarkish dcmnniontf. 
It was dark before we arrived. At first, we were apprehensive of 
being obliged to disturb the govjernor, to whom Antonbey had par« 
tieulady recommended us, in order to obtain an abode for the night, 
and began, of course, to execrate, as «in irrational custom, the early 
hour at which the Turks go to bed. Our fears, however, were not 
of long duration. We were directed to a Greek house, usually fre- 
quent^ by the British travellers, where we got a very good apart- 
aie&t; and, if sycophancy and obse<|iiiousness were meat and drink, 
we might bave supped *most heartily. My companion, never having 
seen any Greeks, except the brief-speakiug Mainots, who scarcely, 
in any thing but in the words of their language, resemble the mo- 
dem Greeks, was .diarmed with the manners c^ our host ; but th6 
gilding of CQO^iment will not long p^iss for the substance of hos- 
pitality. We we]:e obligCKl, in the end, to drder our^wn servant to 
superintend the providing of our meals during the remainder of 
our stay. 

Mistra, though' generally described as the successor of the ancient 
Sparta, stands i^t the distance of two or three miles from extensive 
piles of ruins, which are properly considered as. the remains of that 
more fistmous city. Tbe .modern town itself is also fast becoming an 
object of 'Curiosity for the wandering . antiM|uaries. Not above the 
fourth part of it is iiihabii^; and churches, moschs and private 
houses, are tumUing to pieces, llie church, which the Greeks call 
Perileptos, and which, with their innate propensity tq exaggeration, 
they say was one of the most beautiful in the world, is far gone into 
decay, and never could have l>een an object of admiration, to any tra- 
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veller from the westward. Before the late Russian war^ in which 
the Morea was attacked^ the population of Mistra was reckoned at 
twelve thousand souls ; and^ from the apparent extent of the town, 
I should think this estimate not greatly beyond the truth. At pre- 
sent, the number of two thousand is sufficient to include every one in 
the town and suburbs. Among the ruinous buildings of Mistra, se- 
veral fragments of sculpture, the works of the classic ancients, are 
seen. We were shewn, a magnificent sarcophagus, adorned with 
figures, and the fruit and foliage of the vine. It servea as the trough 
to a fountain, and has been much defaced by the pitchers of the 
water-carriers. 

We called cm the governor,, a venerable looking old man, to 
whom we had letters from Antonbey. He received' us with much 
courtesy, and entertained us, according to the custom of the Turks, 
with pipes and coffee. He also gave orders to the postmaster to 
furnish us with horses, and ordered a guard to attend us as far as 
Tripolizza. The apartment in which he was sitting, in company with 
several other Turks, was a fair specimen of the condition of the town. 
The windows were falling from the sashes ; and the greatest part of 
the panes being broken, the vacancies were supplied with paper. 

In returning from the government-house, we passed the arch- 
bishop of Lacedemon coming from church. He stopped, and in- 
vited us to his residence, where he also entertained us with pipes and 
coffee. We dined with him next day, and received a substantial ec- 
clesiastical dinner. He is a respectable old man, and distinguished 
for the vigour with which he maintains his authority. He has a little 
humour, and afforded us some amusement; but I was much more 
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Averted by an accidental truth that escaped from his brother, who is 
still more lively than the archbishop. On inquiring what might be 
the amount of the atchiepisicopal income, he told us, that it was 
barely sufficient for the maintenance of the prelate ; adding^ if it 
pleased God to take away some of the priests and bishops of the 
province, the price of the new ones would enable him to live very 
comfortably. The 'situation of the palace (I do not know why a 
Greek archbishop's house may not be called a palace, and himself a 
Grace, as well as any other metrc^olitan) is singularly fine. It 
stands high, on the side of the hill on which the town is built, and 
commands a view of the whole lo^g hollow va^ey of Sparta, the 
most fertile and beautiful tract of the Morea* 

The archbishop kept two horses, both excellent and handsdme^ 
which Vilhi Pashaw hearing of, sent and took one of them aw^y* 
I ought not to omit mentioning my being told by his Grace's brother, 
that Melettio, lately an archbishop of Athens, has said, in his geo« 
graphical work, that Scotland, which, three centuries ago. Was one 
of the most barbarous nations of Christendom, was now become an 
example to alft the world. It is a curious instance of the vicissitudes 
of things, that the chief priest of Athens should have occasion to 
praise so highly the intellectual proficiency of any nation, while his 
own, that once so greatly excelled every other, has fallen into ex- 
treme ignorance^ 

After dinner, which was served about mid-day, we went to see 
the ruins of Sparta. The imagination> without much effort, in 
surveying the environs, may form an idea of an extensive town; 
though the remains are covered with grass. The city of the stem 
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imd warlike Spartatid^ had beiddine & walk for hamless sheep. The 
ruins which we examined, hiive been, originally, buildings constructed 
with the A^ments of more ancient and splendid edifices. We saw, 
Btioking in one of the walls, several broken pieces of elegant fluked 
tolumns, and part of a frize, ornamented with grapes and wheat ears, 
that, probably, once belonged to a temple of Ceres. Near these 
relicks there is a defaced inscription, which, had it been suffered to 
i^main, might have told us what they were. It was defaced, as we 
Were informed, by two Frenchmen, who, because they could not read 
it themselves, chipped it off out of spite to the British travellers. 
Perhdps these buiUings were built after the great earthquake in the 
time of Archidamus ; during which, the effect of the Spartan dis- 
cipline was displayed in so striking a manner, that I cannot conceive 
any thing more sublime. While the public games were perform- 
itig, and the theatre was crowded, the earth suddenly began 
to tremble, the walls of the buildings, opening and shaking, 
tUinbled to the ground, the mountains at the same time rocking 
tvith the general commotion threw down vast fragments from 
their summits. In the midst of these tremendous circumstances, 
tvhile the city was resounding with the shrieks of terror^ and the cries 
and lamentations of the wounded and despairing, the signal of alarm 
w6s heard, and every one, instantly, rushed with alacrity to his post. 
Archidamus, apprehending that the slaves might seize the moment 
of amazement to rise and massacre iheir masters, had ordered the 
signal to be sounded. Next to this event, may be reckoned the 
fitimiesi^i4ith^hich the Ephori received the news of the battle of 
Lifttictra, and the effect of the tidings on the city. They were sitting 
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ia the ^eatre, when the messengerd arrived with the account of the 
death of the king, Cleombrotus^ and the destruction of his army. 
Without appearing to have received any extraordinary intelligence^ 
they sent to the different families, to inform them of their loss, and 
the public diversions proceeded as if nothing had happened. The 
loss of the battle of Leuctra is the greatest stain on the fame <^ the 
Spartans ; but the joy of the parents who had lost their sons, and 
the grief and dejection of those whose sons had survived the disgrace, 
was a proof that the spirit of the institutions of Lycurgus had not 
declined* 

The laws of Lycurgus, so famous for the austere modes of life 
which they enforced, lose much of their peculiarity if we consider 
them as military institutes. We have only to regard the citizens of 
Sparta as forming a garrison, to perceive, that the regulations for our 
own soldiers are, in every respect, as severe in their enactments. 
Lycurgus had, certainly, in view, the formation of a conquering 
people. Alhong other means that he adopted, to accomplish his 
purpose, may be added the importation of the Iliad ; for he is said 
to have been the first that brought the works of Homer into Greece; 
and the Iliad will always be the Bible of Heroism. 

From the ruins of Sparta we passed into an adjoining field, in 
order to see a building which is called the house of Helen and 
Menelaus. It appears to have been a monastery. One of the tricks 
of the inhabitants of antiquarian regions is to give famous names to 
things, for the purpose of enhancing their importance. We after- 
wards were shewn the remains of a small square building, constructed 
with large wrought stones. It, of course, must also have an 
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interesting title ; and^ therefore, it is called the tomb of Agamemnon 
. and his two sons. It is certainly, however, really an ancient work ; 
and a scafiating antiquary mig;ht find liimself recompensed by digging 
it up. In returning to Mistra, we passed through a fitie grove of 
lofty trees, the foliage of which had all the lustre and freshness of 
spring. This year (1810) a remarkable irregularity was observed in 
the vegetation of these latitudes. In Malta, the orange trees had 
assumed, in June, an appearance like what they exhibit, ordinarily, 
in October, and afterwards recovered their seasonable beauty. 

The environs of Mistra abound in mulberry trees. Before the 
first Russian war, the silk produce was reckoned at seventy-five 
thousand pounds weight. Since that time, owing to the oppressions 
which the inhaibitants have suffered, in consequence of the ill-judged 
ambitious project of Catherine in then attempting to seize the Morea, 
the cultivation has been neglected ; and, at present, it does not 
amount to thirty thousand pounds. 

On returning to our lodgings, we were visited by twd physicians. 
One of them a Septinsularian, ignorant and impertinent ; the other, ' 
a lively German. He called himself Baron Stein, and said that he 
had been obliged to run away from Vienna, about nine years ago, 
for being concerned in a duel. We found him well bred, and ex- 
ceedingly facetious. The Septinsular doctor informed my companion, 
that he had the misfortune to be married to a devil ; and the German, 
at the same time, told me, that his wife was little inferior to an 
angel, and invited us to see her. In the evening we gave a ball 
and supper to the Ephori and their familie3. Our Spartan supper 
would have merited the approbation of Lycurgus himself* It con- 
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nsted of a pig and a leg of mutton, with other similar delicacies. 
Both the devil and the angel made their appearance at our hanquet 
The former had nothing infernal in her looks ; and I think the 
German was right in saying, that she was made savage by her brute 
of a husband. His own wife merited some of the praises that he so 
lavishly bestowed on her. He excused her slow movements in the 
dance, by whispering to me, that she was a month advanced in preg- 
nancy. His rival, the Septinsularian, soon after, took an opportunity 
of informing me, that she had been married from the haram of Vilhi 
Pashaw. We found ourselves speedily acquiring a knowledge of all 
the scandal of the town. 

TRIPOLIZZAv 

It was the afternoon when we left Mistra. We crossed the 
Eurotos, a clear and rapid stream ; and, ascending the hills which 
dose the north end of the valley of Mistra, had a pleasant ride through 
well-cultivated fields aad vineyards, till we reached the khan, wihere 
we resolved to rest for the night. Our apartment would not have 
discredited a Sicilian locanda. The floor was broken and frail, and 
in one comer a flock of poultry was at roost. Nevertheless, as the 
day had been very warm, and we ha4 taken a great deal of exercise, 
we slept, soundly till daylight, when we again proceeded on our 
journey. The country, as we approached the capital, is bare of wood, 
and the aspect of the scenery cheerless. 

On our arrival at Tripolizssa, we sent to the magistrate who takes 
cognizance of strangers^ to know where we should lodge ; the khan 
having been, a few days before, destroyed by fire. While waiting 
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(oft the return of our messeDger, a Frenchman^ whom I had khown 
before^ happened to paes, and proposed to accommodate us. We 
gladly accepted his offer. In a short time after^ the Kaimakam, or 
deputy of the vizier, for Vilhi Pashaw himself had departed to the 
war, sent his principal dragoman, to inquire how we were satisfied 
with our lodgings, and to offer us any thing that we wanted. He 
told us also, that the Vieier, prior to his departure, had left orders tb 
give Itts compliments to the Britiah travellers, and to furnish tlnem 
with passports, and every thing necessary for ih^kr accommodation ; 
but to request them not to go into aay of the fortresses, where they 
might be liable to insult from the new garrisons; the old ones, 
accustomed to them, being removed* 

The character of Vilhi Pashaw, of which I had only obtained a 
faint and imperfect account before, is one of the most extraordinary 
among the Turks. In his manners he is sii^ulaily agreeable^ and^ 
with a strong dash of humour, is eminently shrewd and cunning. 
He is a great admirer of European customs, and protases to have a 
high esteem for the British, to whom, on all occasions, he has shewn 
a marked and flattering partiality. He speaks several languages, and 
has some pretensions to taste* He has ordered Pausanias to be 
rendered into the romaic Grecit ; and, in passing to the war, visited 
the antiquities of Athens^ in order to see, as he declared, himself, 
those remains and monuments which attract so many Europeans so 
far from home. To individwl distress he is tender and generous ; 
he is a liberal and indulgent master ; and his residence in the Morea 
has been distinguished for vigour and impartiality in the administra- 
tion of public justice. But, opposed to these qualities, he is said to 
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be abandoned to the most licentious appetites. The extortions of 
his government have been carried to an incredible extent. It is 
related^ that^ on one occasion, when the Gteeks assured him that 
they could pay no more, he remarked^ that they had not yet brought 
in their perforated chequins/ meaning those which the women are 
in the practice of wearing round their necks, and as ornaments for 
their hair. , It is unnecessary to relate any of the many instances of 
sorrow and misery which have arisen from his unbridled appetite and 
remorseless extortion. 

Before his departure from Tripolizza, it was proposed to him, by 
several of the old Turks, to massacre a number of the Greeks, in 
revenge for those who are serving in the Russian armies.; but he 
rejected the atrocious proposition with the indignation that it deserved, 
and ordered the framers of it to accompany him to the war, with all 
their followers. I have heard this anecdote frequently mentioned, 
and I believe it is true. Hie has left the Morea entirely free of robbers, 
but he has also reduced it to a state of great poverty. Where nothing 
is left to be stolen, there is little merit in extirpating the few that 
would steal. Nor will the personal security of an occasional traveller, 
ever be valued as an equivalent for the extensive desolation that 
ensures it. 

The kaimakam having hurt his leg, by a fall from his horse, 
was confined to bed, and unable to receive us. Having, therefore, 
no inducement to remain another day in so dirty and beggarly a place 
as Tripolizza, we ordered horses early next morning* and bade 
it adieu. 
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Instead of taking the regular road to this city, we stmck off to 
the right, before leaving the mountains, in order to visit the Lemian 
lake ; which is situated on the margin of the gulf, opposite to the 
fortress of Napoli Romania. The destruction of the hydra which 
infested this place, was one of the greatest achievements of Hercules. 
Considering the whole polytheistical stories of the Greeks as a 
mixture of fact and allegory, I was desirous of seeing the lake, in 
Older to try if the labour of killing the hydra could be explained by 
any local circumstance. Hydra, I need not mention, signifies water, 
in Greek. This lake, except in one place, which is not twenty yards 
wide, but of an un&thomable depth, is an extensive rushy and pes- 
tiferous morass. Abandoning, therefore, as pure &ble, the stories 
respecting the venomous blood of the hydra, I think, as Hercules 
employed fire and iron in the destruction of the monster, we may 
conclude, that his labour consisted in burning away the rushes, and 
in opening a free passage to the water. The description of the 
heads growing again as fast as he cut them off, is exactly such as 
would be given of an attempt to eradicate the personification of a 
similar spring. 

The Lemian lake is, at present, on the one side, surrounded with 
a low wall, which serves to dam up the waters, which are now 
employed in turning several mills. A small village stands near it ; 
and, while we were there, a number of Turkish women, sitting on 
the shore, were amusing themselves in looking at the peasants loading 
and discharging boats with com. The evening was calm, and a 
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fireah fr^rancy rising firom the aquatic flowers and plants which 
covered the surfiaioe of the morass^ combined to repress the conviction 
in our minds, that the hydra still merited again the fire and iron of 
Heroines. 

Ordering our baggage to go on before, as I was acquainted with 
the road, we aft^wards proceeded to view the great spring of 
Eraciuos, wbi«h ruahes, at once a river, from a grattoiat the foot of 
a bare rocky mountstin. I imagine, that the waters of the Lerniah 
lake have some connexion with the same great reservoir from which 
the Eracinos flows :} and it k commonly believed to be the lake 
Stimphali. I do not. recollect of ever, being informed where the 
Hyperism spring is : situated; but, from the description ^ven by 
Homer, in the parting of Hector apd Andromadie, it seems not 
lailtogether unlikely that he me^t the Eracinos, from its vicinity to 
Argos*. The loom^of Argo$> which,: he also mentions, Were, till the 
twdfth century of the Christian. sera, famous for thdr tapestry, ar6 
now no l<H)ger eqaployed in such costly £Eibricks. Their richest pror 
dttctions,are striped sashes and tuil^ans. 

Greece was the first country of Christenijom which obtained the 
silk- worm; and Coiinjbh, Thebes, and Aigos, were the cities most 
celebrated, for the beauty of their tissues. After the sack of Corinth 
and Theb^, in the twelfth century, the art of cherishing the silk- 
worm, and the weaving of brocades, was introduced into Sicily, ' by 
prisoners carried from those cities. In the year 1314, Lucca enjoyed 
almost a monopoly of the trade in Italy. It was, soon after, introduced 
into France. In the year 1620 the broad silk manufacture was 
established in England; and, in the course of the last century 
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the manufacture dF ribbands, and the flimsy gauze, was carried into 
Scotland. 

Our deviations from the road made our arrival later than we ex- 
pected; but, having orders to the governor to provide us with a 
house, we thought that we should meet with no difficulty. We, 
therefore, rode at once to the Greek primate's, whose duty is to see 
these orders fxecuted. He received us with all the habitual and 
fraudulent sycophancy of his nation, and directed us to a house which 
he said was already prepared. When we knocked at the gate, (for 
the houses of Argos, and throughout Greece, are entered by courts,} 
we were refused admittance. We then returned again to the pri- 
mate, and begged him to accommodate us ; but he told us, in a rude 
manner, to go to the guard-house, and take men to force the door. 
Exce<^dingly exasperated at so singular a reply, we did not spare to 
treat him with the contempt that his conduct merited. It was now past 
ten o'clock, and the whole town was gone to sleep. Having no 
other alternative, we went to the government house, scarcely ven- 
turing to hope that we should find a Turk more accommodsHing than 
this execrable Christian. The governor was in bed, but he immedi- 
ately sent an officer, with orders not to return until he saw us pro- 
vided with lodgings. We begged that he would insist on the pri- 
mate himself receiving us; but, without a special command from 
Tripolizza, he said, it could not be done. He took us to another 
house, in which there were only women, and they also refused to 
admit us. . The night was now so far advanced that we began to be 
less scrupulous than we were at first ; but, reluctant to use force, we 
attempted to persuade them to open the door. While our interpreter 
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was using all the aigr.ments he could to, procure an amicable surren- 
der^ the officer went to the guard-house^ and brought about a dozen 
soldiers. In a moment the wall was scaled, the doors burst open^ 
and we had the glorious satisfaction of entering^ like other trium- 
phant heroes, amidst the cries and lamentations of terrified helpless 
women. The moment that we gained admission, like judicious con- 
querors, we endeavoured to pacify the fears of the vanquished, and 
succeeded without much difficulty. It was imagined that the hus- 
band was in the house, and that he had instigated the opposition 
to pur entrance; but it was not the case. AVhen the guard had re*^ 
tired, several of the neighbours came to condole with the women, 
and we found them useful in procuring materials for our supper. 
For, notwithstanding the shocking nature of the outrage, our na- 
tional name, and the apologies that we made, soon eflPectually re- 
moved all the terror of it from their minds. Early in the morning, 
the governor sent his compliments, and to inquire if we would stay 
to dinner. After breakfast we paid him a visit, and he entertained 
us with sherbet, in addition to the customary pipes and coffee ; he 
was, indeed, extremely disposed to indemnify us for the inconve- 
nience we had suffered. We complained to him of the conduct of 
the prisnate, and he told us that it was not in his power, in any way, 
to punish him. He ordered, however, the master of the first house to 
be brought before him, in our presence, and inquired whether we 
would have him flogged, or imprisoned, or fined. We had already 
occasioned a sufficient display of oppression, and, therefore, begged 
him off; not forgetting, however, to animadvert on the shame and 
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impropriety of exposing Christiaiiff to the risk of passing the night 
in the streets of a Turldsh town. 

There is little about Aigos to detain a stranger. The ancient 
ruins are trifling, and their form almost obliterated. A few sciilp* 
tures have lately been found ; but those that we saw were of ho 
value, the best having been sold to a British traveller, and shipped, 
a short tline before, to Malta. Near the government house there 
is a Turkish academy, the buildings of which are rather a &vourable 
^dmen of Ottoman architecture. The number, of students is not 
reckoned at more than thirty, for the main population of the town 
consists of Greeks anid Albanians. 

The celebrity of Aigos has, principally, arisen from its connec- 
tion with Agamemnon and Orestes, whose actions have so often fur- 
nished themear to the epic and tragic poets. Hamlet, in maay of its 
incidents, has^ a strong resemblajioe to the story of Orestes. Shake- 
spear has, perhaps, made more use of the classic authors than is 
generally thought; and a patient student might yet form an amusing 
esisay, by attempting to discover resemblances between his subjects 
and the stories of antiquity. In his time translations were not rare. 
Horace was translated into English in the reign of Henry or Mary* 



CORINTH. 



Owing to some misunderstanding with the postman, it was three 
o^clock in the afternoon before we got horses. We were; therefore, 
obliged to ride smartly, in order to arrive in time to obtain lodg- 
ings ; but, having the ruins of Mycense to inspect, it was so late 
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before we reached Corinth^ that we occasioned a transaction scarcely 
less disagreeable than what had taken place in Argos. We did not, 
indeed, actually storm the house, but we obliged the inhabitants to 
quit their beds, and find other lodgings. While we lamented the 
condition of a people exposed to such contumely, we could not well 
forgive ourselves for having delayed our journey so late, as to render 
US the cause of making any of them feel it. There is nothing to be 
seen at Mycenae, worth the trouble of going to see. The sight of 
two rudely-sculptured lions over the gate of a fortress, and a subter- 
ranean, hollow cone, that was commonly called, and believed to be, 
the tomb of Agamemnon, until Vilhi Pashaw, by digging for anti- 
quities lately, near it, discovered another of the same kind, dissolved 
entirely the charm of this opinion, — ^were all that we had to boast, 
afker riding over a rugged road, through a dangerous pass, in the 
night, and having been the cause of a gross and shameful outrage. 
By postponing our journey till the following morning, the disagree- 
able circumstances, might have been avoided; but would the sight 
have been aA^uivalent for the delay ? 

Corinth offers as little as Argos to the attention of the traveller. 
The famous towns of Greece are, indeed, rather to be considered as 
places where recollections and trains of thought are excited, than as 
affording spectacles deserving of notice. Those who are delighted 
with the sight of such fragments as Corinth and Mycenae exhibit, 
' appear, to me, to affect a sensibility that belies nature, ^.ntiquity is 
a wrinkled and aged dame ; and it is only by her tales she interests us. 

We remembered that, in Corinth, Xenophon, when banished 
from Athens, wrote his account of the retreat of the Greeks who 
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went to assist an Asiatic prince to dethrone his brother. This work 
of Xenophon is a remarkable instance how much the fame of literary 
is more permanent than that of military merit Nor could we forget 
the firatricide of Timoleou. His brother Timophanes had success- 
fully opposed him in s<mie political intrigue; he^ therefore^ per- 
suaded two of his friends to murder him. The crime of Hmoleon 
has been held forth as a splendid instance of public virtue. But, 
conceiving the Greeks to have been in no respect whatever more ex- 
cellent than the moderns, I do think the action of Hmoleon was 
neither more nor less than a detestable crime. Reasons may have 
been discovered tO/ extenuate its atrocity, but the dye of the deed 
remains unchanged. 

Of all the illustrious ancients that made Corinth their occasional 
residence, the apostle Paul has attained the greatest celebrity, and 
yet is the least remembered by travellers. After leaving Athens, he 
came here, and wrought as a tent-maker, not being paid for his 
preaching. In the history of his stay in Corinth, we have as singu- 
lar an instance of the tolerant spirit of the Roman jurisprudence, as 
is, perhaps, to be any where met with. One Gallius was then the gg- 
yemor ; and Paul was accused before him, by some pf the Jews, as 
a promulgator of heretical doctrines. ^^ If the matter of which you 
accuse Paul,'' said Gallius, ^^ were immoral, he might be punished ; 
but, as it is only opinions, I have nothing to do with it :'' and be 
pushed thejtt away from before the tribunal of justice. 
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A JOUBNEY. 

The want of iKM-ses at the post-housei and acme other little acci- 
dental delaya, kept ua at G>riDth till the af)»moon. We expected still, 
however, to haTe been able to readi Megara the same night. In 
passing the Isthnnis, we were greatly smprized by devastations, that 
iq^ared to have been made by fire, in the woods : those woo<b 
where Sinis is said to have tied wnfoitunate travellers to bended 
pines, which he suddenly liberated, and tore the victims into pieces. 

When we reached the Dervent, it was more than an hoar past 
sunset We, therefore, resolved, in conseqiienoe of idie fracas at 
Argos and Corinth, rather to remain in the khan there, than to oc- 
casion similar disturbances at M^ganu One of the men had occasion 
to rouse the captain t^ the guard, (for the Dervent is a sort of forti«* 
fied custom-house,) who inquired what we were: I recogniaed. 
him to be the same that had charge of the post when I happened t# 
pass the road in the course of a former journey. Makii^ myself 
known, after soaoie persuasioQ, he admitted us ; and we obtained, in 
consequence, a much better room than would have been found at 
M^anu 

At break of day, we were again mounted. Being now on the 
&buk>us land of Greece, and passing through delightful scenery, our 
ride to Athens was the most agreeable that we had yet enjoyed. We 
took some refreshment at Megara ; and, while the horses were bait* 
ing^ walked round the town, to see the antiquities, which con* 
sist of a few inscriptions, and statues, headless and limbless^ and 
almost all sbapdess. If we had not the satis^utkm to hear the stones 

A A 
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of the walls yielding those harmonious soum^s which they imbiberf 
from the lyre of Apollo, we had the pleasure of seeing a number of 
very pretty Greek girls, dancing to their own singing. 

In travelling to Megara from Lipsina, the ancient Eleusis, there iis 
,one part of the road which turns round a steep promontory; probably, 
.the precipice of Chelone, where the Sciron used to make the passen*- 
ger3 .wash his feet, and, while they were doing it, monstrously kicked 
them into the sea. On the temple of the Winds, at Athens, one.of the 
personifications is called Sciron; I think it is the North-west, which 
18 'particularly obnoxious to the Athenians. The alledged caprice 
.of the monster, in kicking down the passengers, I am, therefore, 
inclined to think, has originated from the violent and sudden gusts 
with which this wind blows round the promontory. The waves are, 
probably, the travellers; for, in .their passage at this place, the 
sudden burst of wind breaks their regularity, and drives them out, in 
the form of sprays, into the sea. 

Eleusis is so celebrated a place, and the remains of the temples 
still indicate so much magnificence, tliat it deserved more attention 
than we felt ourselves in the humour to bestow. The storj^ of Ceres, 
and her daughter Proserpine, stripped of those ornaments, with 
which the poets have entirely concealed the allegory, has so often 
been attempted to be analyzed, that I ought not to imagine that I 
shall succeed in throwing any light on the subject, having already 
made an attempt, when I was speaking of Etna. 

Regarding Ceres as cultivation personified, Proserpine may also 
be regarded as the personification o^ grain, and Pluto as that of fire. 
The rape will then be emblematic of the baking of bread, or of kiln- 



DigitizeC ^y^ jOOQIC 



1?9 

drying the' grain. The grief of the goddess may have reference td a 
famine^ in which all the com had been consumed ; and her wsAnder- 
ing, in quest of her daughter^ an allegory of a sedrch for new seed. 
The boon granted to Ceres by Jupiter, that Proserpine should spend 
one half of the year in Heaven, and di€f other in Hell, has, aciiord^ 
ing to these notions, reference to the dormant state^ and the growth, 
of the grain ^. Jupiter himself is, by some, considered as the per^ 
sonification of the air. 

Nothing remarkable excited our imaginations in passing frmn 
Lipsina to Athens. The view of Salamis suggested to consideration, 
the active prudence of the bustling Themistocles, and the circum- 
stances of the Persian defeat. The history of the invasion of Greece, 
by Xerxes, affords many interesting traits of that cunous mixture 
of savage simplicity and civilized wisdom^ which distinguish the 
character of the ancients from that of the moderns. The cpmman* 
ders, in many respects, acted like boys, and a degree of juvenility 
pervades the narrative of the hilstorians. Though time may not have 
augmented the tsdents of the world since the days of Xerxes, it ha§ 
modified the notions of mankind ; and taught us to slight, as deB* 
cient in propriety, many things which, in that age, would have been 
regarded as honourable and great. Tlie French, who have the least 

* The Greek word itittsy or, as writteu by Homer, cShg, signifies^ obscure, ' 
hidden, I e. buried. The JEuglish word hell has, primarily, the same signifiicatioiu 
In some parts of England, to heU over a thing,' is to cover it. See any of the' 
Lexicons. Is not the verb to hide a derivation from Homer*$ cSinit 
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driginality of any nation*, are the greatest apers of dasBie eualoms, 
and tlie dread of tlieir power secures a grave audience to tiieir {ret» 
and struts ; but the genera) sense of mankind despises their extrava- 
gance. The ranting tragedy of the Revolution^ and the solemn farce 
of the Emperor, are exhibitions equally ofiensive to good taste. 
IVansactionsy whether of nations or of individuals, which would, in 
a fictitious literary narrative, be regarded as extravagant incidents,, 
are all either the result of delirium or of a£Fectation.. 

What, in the ancients,, was the result of eariy simplicity, is, ia 
the French, ridiculous art. The insanity c^ the most distinguished 

* The presumption of tbe Fcench, ia speaking of the British as a nation not 
remarkably inyentive^ is exceedingly diverting. Almost all the greatest additions 
which the moderns have made to the faculties, the knowledge, the comfort, and 
the power of man, are of British origin ; while there is not one discovery,, or in- 
vention, of primary consequence, to which the French can lay claim. The art at 
philosopfaiaing ; the demonstration of the system of the universe ; the invention of 
logarithms; the discovery of the gases in chymistiy ; of the metaBtzation of the 
earths and alkalis ; of gunpowdw ; of the steam-engine ; and the inwntion of 
Hadley's quadrant ;— are all of British origm- The telegn^ph was first proposed 
as a machine for communication by an Engiishmanv The vaccine inoculation is 
British. Nor less beneficial, perhaps, to mankind, was the introduction of the'' 
pOtatoe. In jurisprudence we stand alone, as the inventors of the trial by jury.. 
In legislature^ our representative system had no precedent. The establishing of 
judges, independent of the contronl of government, is unknown but in our land 
Spinning and weaving by machinery ; the circular and the spherical saws ; are 
iBventions of the British. Bnt why extend the catalogue ? For, what have the 
French discovered, contrived, or introduced among mankind^ to compare with, 
the least of these ? 
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bedlamites of the TkuiUeriea^ may be traoed to Plutarch^ who haa had 
always more influence on the continent than among us. In French 
bic^raphy, he appears to be as indispensable to the mind^ as fathers 
and mothers are to children. 

Salamis is famous as the cradle of Solon and the grave of 
Demosthenes. The character of the law-giver is one of the few 
that may be studied without danger ; and there are circumstances 
in the life of the orator, that have never been adjusted in a satis* 
fectory manner. Though the laws of Solon no longer exist, in 
that particular form in which they were delivered to the Athenians, 
yet the principles developed in them continue to affect the happiness 
of mankind. They were the precursors, if not the elen»snts, of that 
general system of jurisprudence, which has been inherited from the 
Romans, and which, throughout £urope, constitutes the public law 
of almost every state. Solon may, therefore, be esteemed as one of 
the Great, althou^ it is only those men whose works immediately 
affect posterity, that are, properly, entitled to this honour. 

The most doubtful circumstance in the life of Demosthenes, is 
the conduct ascribed to him at the battle of Chasronea. He was 
charged by his enemies with having shewn a dastardly spirit on that 
occasion ; and yet it appears that, immediately after the battle, he 
was called, by the public, to the most important of all trusts. The 
dismay which he is said to have manifested in advancing to the 
charge, may be as justly ascribed to his distrust of the other generals, 
as to pusillanimity in himself. It should be remembered, that they 
were defeated ; and that, immediately after the battle, the people 
acquiesced in all the precautionary measures which he recommended 
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for the defence of the town. The accosadon, of being bribed by 
Harpalus^ is still more improbable! He was one of the orators who 
urged the prosecution of the corrupted; and, although he did not 
speak at their trial, excusing himself on account of indisposition, it 
does not follow that he also had been corrupted. Besides, when he 
was recalled from his exile for this problematic treason, the people, 
who are always sufficiently prone to believe the corruptibility of public 
ministers, met him with acclamations of joy ; and, in order that her 
might indemnify himself for the fine which he had been obliged to 
pay, they elected him superintendant of the public festivals. Iti 
this they acted magnanimously. Rather than violate the decision of 
the judicature, or allow Demosthenes to remain impoverished, they 
chose to submit to an abridgement of their own pleasure. 

From Lipsina to Athens, the road, for several miles, lies along 
the shore, passing two small lakes on the left, the streams from which 
serve to turn two mills. At present, there are no rivers in the 
Eleusinian plain; and I suspect, that the issues of the two mill- 
ponds are no less than the renowned streams of the Rhiti. The 
plain is about seven or eight miles in length, and, from the foot of 
the hills to the sea, about three in breadth. Though sparely culti- 
vated, it appears to be fertile. The peasants are Greeks and 
Albanians, and they have the reputation of being primitively honest 
and industrious. Not a robbery has been committed within their 
district, in the course of many years ; and the road, at all times, may. 
be travelled in perfect security. 

After passing the second mill, the road is conducted along the 
foot of the mountains, on the edge of the sea, and still retains some 
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traces of having been partly excavated, and . partly built Where it 
turns into a hollow between the hills, we observed a fluted marble 
column lying in a box, one of the remains of Grecian art of which 
Lord Elgin took possession. In this valley, at the foot of a hill 
.covered with pines, stands the monastery of Daphne, a picturesque 
edifice, fast verging into that uninhabitable condition, .which excites 
the. admiration of painters. Near the gate there is a well of excellent 
water ; and, on the rising ground, we saw an ancient . sepulchre, 
which had only been . recently opened. From the monastery, the 
level country gradually expands, and a fertile and extensive prospect 
opens in front, till the top of mount Hymettus is seen. The Acro- 
polis of Athens is soon after discovered, on. which the. eye of ,the 
traveUer rests with avidity, until the temple of. Theseus appears. 
A variety of indistinct and miscellaneous objects then press upon, the 
attention ; and the sentiments which the first view of Athens inspires, 
are nourished by the solemnity of the groves of olives, under the 
shade of which the road presently passes. 

The sun was setting on the ruins of this famous city, when we 
came in sight of the Acropolis ; and, before we reached the Roman 
propaganda monastery, it was dark. I lodged in this house during 
^.my first visit to Athens, and the friar received me again as an old 
friend. The news of travellers having arrived, brought inquirers to 
the gate j for, as of old, *^ all the Athenians, and strangers there, 
spend their time in nothing else, but either to tell or to hear some 
new thing.'* 

As I expect to have an opportunity of laying before the public 
the particular observations which I made on the antiquities of Athens 
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' during my first voyage to Greece, I ehall abstain from taking any 
farther notioe of them at present, than merely what carsorily occurred 
to my mind. 

I cannot describe the modern city of Athens in fewer words, than 
by saying that it looks as if three or four villages had been rudely swept 
together, at the foot of the north side of the Acropolis, and inclosed 
within a garden wall, between three or four miles in circumference. 
The buildings occupy about four-fifths of this indosure; the 
remainder consists of com fields and gardens. 

Hie common estimate of the population of Athens is ten tbousaDd 
souls ; and it a{^>ears not to be iar firom the truth : and yet the city 
contains no less than thirty-nine parochial churches^ besides the 
metropolitan, and upwards of eighty chapels. The metropolitan is 
sometimes sp<^en of as a parish church, and it b usual to say, in 
consequence, that the town is divided into forty parishes. 

Athens is the seat of an archbishop, whose jurisdicticm oompre** 
hends all on the east side of Salona, as far as Zeitun, and extends to 
Cape G>lonna. 

The femous University of Athens has dwindled into two {Htiful 
schools, where classic Greek is professedly taught. The students 
are few, and their proficiency is small. Degreee are not conferred^ 
and no litemry honours are now known in Athens. There are sevwal 
private schools; and the Athenians can, generally, read and write. 
The friar, in the Roman propaganda convent, instructs the children 
of the Catholics in the Italian language. Few of the Greeks can 
afford to allow their children to advance beyond the mere rudiments 
of instruction ; and books are not to be purchased here. 
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In Athens^ thete are eleveh plaxses of Mahomedap \vorship« The 
Turks have also three public schools, 'where. thdr youth reeetTe a 
slender species of education. . ) 

Adjmning to the parish churches- are sevenl mall houses, wbicb 
lire gtanted, free, by the bishop, to helpless womeh. Infitm old men 
retire to the monasteries, of whi<?h there are a great many in die 
territory of Atflca. . ;i . . . I . . : ; .: 'C 

Whtn I went to see th« ^rseits, there h<i^|ieiied'to be ^tfly two 
vessels in it* Grie destined to i^ceive part bf die spoils df ttie 
Parthenon; tiie other was deKveriiig axjargo-of htaman^beings iErohi 
the coasi of Africa. The only trade at'tllie Hrsetis, besides tlie;)i(tle 
dbne in the human commodity, is the exportation o^ "the |>rodiictiMy$ 
of the Atheman territory ; of t<rhich hbout tliirtyifive-thoustod (iai¥^^ 
iX oil are antiU^y shipped f)y^%heOPre&chtaercha^^ beM^ 

lihd from forty td<fi% Whe of r^itMeif tbdts: ^' <Th^ 6il is godd ; hai 
the madder is inferior to that of Smyrna. A small quantity of ditn 
h alMy*pi^pared ill )A.thMl^. -Cfonrsideritig the impfovement which 
hfete taken pkde ift the! liefigl^ourhig island«> and- particulairly ia 
ligina, it is probable that'tfal^ ^Krsfaiuft may again :be<5onve a frequented 
port. There is a tit<^ eottdrii raised in Attica; but the ground 
IS ^ cai^Ietoly tilled, that ^e grfdh harvest Purely siffords much fot 
exportation; ^ . . i . - , . , 

The temple of Jupiter OFympus, which was the largest fabric in 
Athens, presents nc^ only a few columns ; but they are of such 
majestic proportions, that they form a ' very •impressive spefttade. 
No just n6don of thfe figure 6r extent of the biii Wing can be con- 
ceived from them ; but' Ais obscurity, especially as tfiey are seefa 
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standing in an c^eta fields dnobstructed with rubbiah^ ^nhfetitces: the 
interest and the solemnity of their efect. The Turks, and the baser 
Greeks^ are in the practice of breaking down and burning the marbles 
of the ancients^ in order to make mortar. Owing to this^ all the 
rest of the hundred ao^d twenty pillars of which this goigeous edifioe 
consisted^ have entirely vanished aiway^ 

The temple of Minerva^ with the other buildings in the Acropolis^ 
are the most celebrated of all the Athenian edifices. In point of 
influence on the imagination^ aU the elaborate sculptures of the 
Fkuthenpny the Erectheum, the Pandros^um, and the Propylia^ fail 
infinitely short of the ivied cloisters of a monastery, or the ruder 
masses of. a feu^oJ castle. Artists may here find models ; but the 
cursory traveller^ who expects to be awed by the venerable aspect of 
ruin^ will wonder at th^ apathy of his own feelings* He must 
become a student, in order to (tppreciate the exjcellepce of the Grecian 
sculpture. 

Minerva, among the ancient Atheqi^s^ po^pessed nearly the 
same kind of pre-eminence, which the modem allow to the Viigin 
Mary. The worship of the Parthenia and the Panagia, differ only 
in ritual. Minerva is considered, by the mytholcgists, as the personi- 
fication of the! divine wisdom; and the fitble of her issuing perfect 
from the head of Jupiter, they say, is descriptive of this qotion. I 
have somewhere read^ that ; one of her statues or temples bore an 
inscription which implied this opinion. Her contest with Neptune, 
for the wardeuship of the city, is a very pretty allegory. The rival 
deities referred their respective pretensions to the twelve great gods, 
,who decided, that the wardenahip should be given to the one that 
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produced the mmt w^nk thing tQ tUe piti^^no. Neptune iostaptl^ 
created the horse; and Minerva rjiifie^ the plive. 3y the horoe, 
navigation is hieroglyphically represented; ships are,, also, often 
figuratively described as horses. The olivci which furnishes at onc^ 
the means of light, food, and cleanliness, was preferred. This fable 
is but an account of an ancient dispute among the inhabitants of the 
city of iCecrops, whether they ought to dexote theniselves to maridme 
affairs^ or to the cultivation of the soil. Tk$ qMies^on beikig referred 
to the twelve judges of the Areopagus, they decided in fiivoiir of the 
latter. The people, in consequence, preferred Minerva to Neptune*: 

The teqiple of Tlieseus M the n&xt object of admiration. It is an 
elegant Doric oblpng .(^c^^inpar. building, .with a pediment of six 
pillars at each end. It ihas suffered jkss &om time^ or antiquBrief, 
more destructive xhm tiqafi, th^n any /pther edifice in Athens. From 
the orpaments, it ipyppcsara tp haye beep. de^Ucated to Hercaln as well 
as to Theseus. The workmanship and architecture aSor^ m £&• 
youra^e specimen of the stiM^ of the ar4» in the. time of Pericles, by 
whofe orders, I. belf eve, , this t09ip|e wap raised* 

The character of Pericles hfui, more magnificence ahout it than that 
of almost any of the Atheni^ins^, He possessed a powerful and xsom-* 
manding eloquence, and t^re was a generous ambition in his prefects 
and actions, that makes him stand, in our imagination, more like a 
Roman thai^ a Greek. Plutarch aacribes to him An intentimi- of 
connecting the states of Greece under one head, in order to form a 
representative republic, pf which Athens should be the capital. His 
great rival, was Cimon, who courted popularity, like a candklate for 
pyr- parlianient, canvassing before an election. He clothed and fed 
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(iie^'poar^ lent monejf to the needy gentry^ laid dtot gardens for the 
•^y, arid built pdrtieds for the itidolerit. ' Ptticles, on the contrary, 
^Yidieavoured to adoita the state, and to ennoble the sentiments of his 
icoiintiymen. The tefnporary selfish expedients of CSmoti have 
'{ierished; but the remains of the structures of Pericles attract travellers, 
fnom the remotest landd, to Athens, even at this day. Cimon is said 
• t* have^ 'b^ft the" first ^ho- pknned cobversational porticos. Oh this 
keokMknt/ihis statue i^ouid he placed in tea-^gaidens and coffee-houses; 
fdt tlie*gardfen^ and porti<s6s of . the ancients were exactly places of 
thatJkfndl ''* - ->• 1 . ^ . • f .' -• - . - 

).; Ndxt in mnk^'perhapa^supcfiridr in beauty^ is the monument of 
Xiysicratea, ad|^inii^'to tl^ monastery in which we lodged. It is 
^nn^y known byi this ridiouldiis name of the Lantern of Demos- 
thenes, given 4x> it by son^ ignoiralit Greek CScerone, who, probably, 
beardi >o£ . Diogenes 4Mfd im 4atiteni ,- 'a«id ' confounded the orator with 
tbs ley^c* .» DiogeneB- had,^ €Orta|hly,[ a* vi^ correct opinion of the 
AJthenians^ of whom it may be €iaid, that, by their ostracism, they 
punished virtue as other 'nutions ^o "vice. The monmnent of^Lysi* 
crateaiaacitxmiar binldttig,«f<th^ Co^ ordar,* about six feet in 

diameter. The fiize is ornamented wi«h has relitffe^ representing the 
story of Bacchus and the Tyritilisnian pirates. It was built about 
tfafee hoodred and thirty years befinre the Christian ssra, in order to 
commemorate a triumph which' had been ^gained in the theatre by a 
ehorua of bdys* ' In^hat age^ it was fashionable, among the opulent 
Athenians, at their own expenoe, to entertain the public with 
theatrical exhibitions, ,and prices were adjudged to those who excelled. 
It is; tkeie£dre, probable^ that Lysiorate» bad given an' Entertainment 
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^ this kifid, atid had obtained tfcje prize by the eioging-boya who 
l&ppeared in the ep^eti^cle, Whiefa, from the decorations on the mo- 
nament^ doubtless refeired to the achievemeqts of Bacchus/ Thd- 
ttiistoeles gave an entertainment of this kind; and the inscription 
he erected, to commemorate the applause which he had obtained^ 
recorded, that the tragedy, represented at his expence, was composed 
by Pbryni(^»s, and got up by Adimantua. 

* Our ideas of the splendour of the antient nations are, for the 
most part, exceedingly erroneous, chiefly owing, I conceive, to l^eir 
being derired from descriptions c^temrples and 'palaces; 'wbrck which, 
of themselves, always charm up a number of gMgeous and unreal 
fencies. A painter, in giving a view of any oeeurrence whic^ took 
place in the streets oi ancient Athens, would be regarded as a man 
6f a niggardly imagination, if he attempted to delineate the appear-^ 
tifice of the town with historical fidelity. De Pauw, in his philoso- 
phical researches, informs us, on the authority of Aristotle, that the 
streets were narrow, obstructed with stairs, and the air darkened 
and confined by overhanging balconies. The houses were con^ 
structed with timber ; and, from the general poverty of the com- 
munity, we have no reason to imagine that they exhibited any extra- 
ordinary elegance of interior arrangement. Were we to judge of the 
domestic mansions of the English by the cathedrals and the remaii^s 
of Popish grandeur, we should conclude that the country has greatly 
declined in magnificence. 

The temple of the Winds is still one of the principal curiosities 
which travellers visit ; not, however, on account of its architectural 
beauty, for little of that can be seen, but as the mosch in which the 
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dancing dervishes exhibit thdr penitentiary gesticnktioiis. Whw 
we went to see this performancey we found preparations made for 
Lady Hester Stanhope, to be a spectator, as well as for the otha* 
British travellers ; a circumstance which shews the relaxed temper 
of Mahomedan bigotry. 

Tlie ceremony began by a number of young and old Turks 
seating themselves in a circle, the chief priest on the one side, and, 
opposite to him, on the other, three men, each with a small kettle* 
iirum, which was beat with a short stick, as the worshipers bent 
and bowed backward and forward, repeating ejaculations. When 
this had continued about twenty minutes, they all rose, and, formiog 
a ring, with their arms round each other's necks, slowly moved in a 
kind of hitching measure, the drums regulating tli^r steps, and 
timing their exclamations. Their devotion growing more fervent, 
two Bprui^ from the circle, and, entwining their arms together, be- 
gan to whirl about with an increasing velocity, till they emulated 
the swiftness of the fly of a roasting-jack. Their rapidity in- 
flamed the energy of the others, till the whole, pressing to the 
centre, formed a solid mass, heaving and sounding. The first and 
cooler parts of the ceremony were irresistibly laughable ; and, not- 
withstanding our utmost efforts to the contrary, not ope of the spec- 
tators could maintain their gravity : but, as the passion of the pe- 
nitentials warmed, the ludicrous impressions abated, and once or 
twice my ear was struck with a few pathetic accents. I could not, 
however, but remark two performers, evidently mere actors. One 
of them was a fat fellow, who seemed to have cherished the growth 
of his hair, in order that, when flying dishevelled as he whirled, it 
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might make the finer shew. The other was a dainty looking body, 
who dandled himself so prettily in the dance, that it was as im«» 
possible to believe that he did not think of the figure he was making, 
as to look at him with a grave face. We remained about an hour in 
the Temple, and, when we left it, the dancers were not tired. 

Passing from the height on whicK the court of the Areopagus 
was held, and of vidiick the form of seats and steps, cut out of the 
-solid rock, still remain, travellers, before ascending the Museum- 
hill, are conducted to see two small excavated chambers, said to 
have been the prison where Socrates was confined, and died. The 
death of this philosopher is justly held one of the greatest stains on 
the character of the ancient Athenians. But the sin is of daily oc- 
currence. The opinions which Socrates inculcated were at variance 
with the existing institutions of the nation ; and, to attack sub- 
versively what the laws hallow and support, whether good or bad, 
will ever be a political offence. Persecution is the natural re-action 
<>f reformation. Reformers should consider the martyrdom to which 
they expose themselves as part of the means by which the establish- 
ment of their doctrines is to be accomplished. 

Philosophers profess, in their very tide, not only to tolerate the 
opinions of others, but to consider discussion as the right and pri- 
vilege of man ; and it is commonly thought, tiiat only statesmen and 
ecclesiastics yield to the instigations of bigotry. The bringing of the 
Apostle Paul, however, before die tribunal that condemned Socrates, 
is a proof that there is something in the spirit of incorporation which 
destroys the very principle of philosophy. For Paul was not per- 
secuted at Athens by the clergy, who had their emoluments and im- 
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jaranities priit fo basardrby the proaKilgatioii 6f his doctriDes^' ihAt by 
the magistrates^ U^ho were bonod to protect the prieitboed m tbeir 
possessions and enjoyarantSy but by the Stoics and Epicureans, who 
ealled themselves lovers of truth. They accused him as a setter forth 
of new opinions; and, because they could not refute, they endesN 
▼onred tb destroy* 

Bat the philosophers themselves were, in the end, desdned to 
sttffer the retribution due to their intolesance. Athens, in the diiird 
tentury after the pn^aching of Paul, wats sacked by the :Qodis; and 
it was proposed to the Greneral tb bam the libraries. ^^ Ho/* said 
he, ^^ let us spare the books ; for, as long as the Greeks art devoted 
to them, they will not trouble us as solcfiers.'' The contemptuous 
liberality of the barba^h was followed, in die sixth century, by the 
suppression of the philosophical schodls. 

From that period a long oblivious' blank of seven hundred utt" 
marked and uninteresting years is found in the Athenian history. 

After the taking of Constantinople, by the Marquis of Monserrat, 
in the year 1204, the territory of Athens and Thebes, tmited, were 
erected into a dukedom, and given to Otho de la Roche, a nobleman 
of Burgundy, who had followed the standard of the Marquis. It 
remained in his family during the life-time of his son, and two 
grandsons. After their death, the ducal sovereignty Was transferred 
to the French family of Briennes, by the marriage of the heiress to 
the elder branch of that race. 

Walter de Brienne, the son of this marriage, succeeded to the 
duichy of Athens, and reduced above thirty of the neighbouring 
petty lords to his vassalage. In his time the Catalans, who, under 
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iSie name of tlie great compan]^/ had terrified the inha1»itaais of 
Constantinople, retiring froin Thrace, passed through Macedonia 
into Thessaly. Walter de Brienne, alarmed hy their approach^ 
and the itimour of their devastations, p'repared an army ; and ad- 
vanced against them to the banks of the Kephissus with seven 
hundred knights, six thousand four hundred cavalry, and eight 
thousand infantry; a force equal in number to the greatest efforts of 
the Athenian republic in the best days of its glory. The Catalans 
amounted only to three thousand cavalry, and four thousand ihlBsintry; 
but, notwithstanding the inferiority of their number, they so sur- 
prized him by stratagems, and assaulted him with their weapons, 
that his army was completely routed, and himself slain.^ Then, 
taking the city, they expelled his family. 

His son, the titular duke of Athens, constable of !]P*rance, fell, 
not long after, in the memorable battle of Poictiers. The Catalans 
married themselves to the wives and daughters of the slain ; and, 
for fourteen years, under their sway, Athens was once more the 
terror of all Greece. Falling into factious divisions, in order to 
ullay the consequent turbulences, they were induced to acknowledge 
the sovereignty of the house of Arragon ; and, during the fourteenth 
century, Attica was a province of the kings of Sicily, by whom it 
was bestowed on the Acciaoli, a family of Florentine extraction. 

By die Acciaoli, Athens regained a faint but ineffectual lustre. 
They embeUidied her with new edifices, and she became the capital: 
of a state whose jurisdiction extended over Thebes, Argos, CoriiiA, 
Delphi, and a part of Thessaly. In 1456, this temporary glory and 
independence was destroyed by Mahomet the Second, who strangled 

c c 
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the last of the dukes^ and educated his children in the religion and 
discipline of the seraglio. About the middle of the last century, the 
Athenians obtained for their superior the chief eunuch of Con- 
stantinople ; and, since that time, it continues to be governed by a 
Turk, who farms the revenue from that officer, and by eight pri- 
mates, distinguished for their empty pride and sinister principles. 
The remains of its antient splendour are still objects of admiration; 
and it will, probably, long be venerated as a sacred shrine, to which 
the votaries of science and knowledge make occasional pilgrimage. 

MARATHON. 

After resting a week at Athens, I grew anxious to resume my 
journey, and we bade it adieu. Our road lay along the west side of 
Mount Pentilicus ; and we saw, at a distance, in passing, the ruins 
of an aqueduct. 

Soon after, we entered a small shaggy plain, on which the re- 
mains of several mean buildings may be discovered ; but nothing 
aj^peared worth the trouble of stopping our horses to examine. The 
road, after turning behind Mount Pentilicus, lay, for some time, 
through a beautiful sylvan hollow ; from which, winding by a steep 
ascent, it led us to the heights which overlook the valley and. village 
of Marathon. 

It was our intention to have rested for the night at this celebrated 
spot, conceiving that the field of battle must have been near it ; but 
our information was incorrect. After making some inquiries, we 
proceeded down the dry channel of the Asopus to a small hamlet near 
the outlet of the passage which leads from the valley to the plain. 
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In the hamlet we bespoke lodgings for the night, and rode to the 
large barrow on the shore, w^here the slaughter of the Persian^ 
took place. 

The plain of Marathon lies between the bottom of the moun- 
tains and the sea ; and, in the broadest part, may be about three 
Bnglish miles. It is not easy to imagine a finer situation for the 
debarkation of troops. A long flat beach extends, for many miles, 
and the water, to the mark, is sufficiently deep to allow the close ap- 
proach of those kind of boats which are usually employed in such 
service. On the right, the hills, rising abruptly, extend, in various 
forms, to Cape Colonna ; and, on the left, the loftier mountains of the 
Negropont seem to balance the hills of Attica. We saw, in front, 
the blue and distant isles of the Cyclades, visible by the setting sun. 

The victory of Marathofi, from the accident of being early 
impressed on the mind, by the course of education, as one of the 
most splendid events in history, has acquired a moral effect, greater, 
perhaps, than the change that might have taken place, had the 
Persians been successful. The Athenians, innately prone to ex- 
aggeration, having completed this illustrious achievement, by their 
own means, represented it, on all occasions, as a victory w^hich 
had saved Greece ; and the classical student, embracing their sen- 
timents, exalts it into one of those epochal events which influence the 
fate of mankind. Bijt, when the condition of the neighbouring states 
is considered, particularly that of Sparta, the victory of Marathon 
does not appear to have been an event of so much importance. The 
institutions of Lycurgus were then flourishing in full vigour ; and, 
in the subsequent invasion by Xerxes, we find, after Athens had 
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been taken, that the spirit of Greece was neither intimidated^ nor her 
strength essentially impaired. 

When Swift contrasted the rewards which the British nation 
bestowed on the duke of Marlborough with those which the Romans 
gave to their generals, he might have adverted to the recompence 
which iMRltiades received, from the Athenians, after gaining the battle 
of Marathon* In reward for that immortal achievement, they re- 
quested him to sit for his picture to Folygnotus the painter ; and^ 
afterwards^ ^when he happened not to be successful in another en- 
terprise, they flung him into prison, where he died of his wounds^ 
Who can wonder, that Isocrates, the orator, was ten years in writing 
a panegyric on this people ! 

It was dusk when we returned to the hamlet. We found, in the 
cottage, in which we had bespoke room for the night, a supper 
ready, that would have done honour to a better mansion* The in« 
habitants of Bey, (for that was the name of the place,) were Alba* 
nian farmers : a small colony, settled by a Turk, who built their 
houses, in order to facilitate the cultivation of the plain. It is so 
rare a thing to hear of the professors of the Mahomedan faith em- 
barking in undertakings of this kind, that I regret exceedingly 
having omitted to inquire the name of so singular a person as the 
founder of Bey ; a place which, in time, by the advantages of its 
situation, may become opulent and femous* 

DBAMIS. 

In the morning, we retraced our steps in the Asopus ; and, pass- 
ing through Marathon, continued our route, still in the channel of 
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the dried river. After riding several miles^ we arrived in sight of a 
rural village, pleasantly situated on the swell of a rising ground. 
The cottages were covered with bright red tiles, and their walls 
neatly whitewashed ; the inclosures, and surrounding vineyards^ 
were all ia good order ; and a decent church stood, in sxt open field, 
at a little distance from the town. Our guide, being doubtful of the 
way, went to the village to inquire- He was long of returning, and 
we rode to. its skirts^ in order to hasten him. As we approached, 
we were surprized at not hearing the stir of a living creature; and 
yet, there was no appearance of waste or desolation. The guide,, 
returning, informed us that the village had, the week before, been 
deserted by all its inhabitants, except one old woman^ who, having 
no kindred to follow^ chose to remain alone. The people had fled, 
with, their catde ancL inovtey^ to avoid, an imposty beyond |dl their 
means of payment, which had been levied by Ali Pashaw. Not 
aware that the Jurisdiction of this inflexible potentate had extended 
so far,, we inquired how he had ha^ened to attack this village ; but 
were only informed, that he thought the inhabitants could pay. Leav- 
ing this melancholy monument of extortion, we turned into a dingle, 
where the path was frequently interrupted by underwood. The bushes, 
as we advanced^ gradually approximated to the size of trees ; and, 
when we had got out of the hollow, we found ourselves in a forest, 
the open glades o{ which presented occasional views, that rivalled, in 
l?eauty, the prospects of an English park. Hie whole country here 
i3, naturally, exceedingly beautifrd ; but the almost total solitude that 
prevails, had the effect, after the impression made on our minds by 
die Auburn of Attica, of rendering the ride very cheerless. Ascend- 
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ing from the woody vale, our road lay along the brows of the hills ; 
from which we saw extensive traets of the forest which had 
been desolated by fire, in order, as we were told, to destroy the 
wolves, by which it is infested. It was sunset when we dbcovered 
the fortress of Carrababa, at such a distance, that we resolved to 
remain, for the night, at Dramis, a small village on the shore. It 
had, also, been, in a great measure, deserted. Only one Greek 
£simily remained ; by whom we were admitted, and treated vnth their 
best means. It would have been an insult to human kindness, after 
what we had seen and heard, to have grumbled at far inferior ac- 
commodations and fare. 

NEGROPOKT. 

At break of day, we mounted our horses. The QppoAite shore of 
Eubea seemed to be well planted with olives, and respectably culti- 
vated. The town of Negropont, which gives the name now to the 
whole island, is situated on a p«int of land, projecting towards the 
coast of Boeotia, to which it is connected by a bridge. The strait is 
here so narrow, as to serve as a ditch to the fortifications. The water 
on the north side of the bridge, is the chief resort of the few small 
vessels that trade with the town. On the south side, there is a fine 
land-locked natural bason, which communicates with the outer har- 
bour, by a passage, perhaps not more than two hundred yards wide. 
The outer harbour is formed by two low points of land, projecting 
from the continent and the island. On the end of the insular point, 
a small white castle is placed, — the beacon and the sentinel of the 
port. The appearance of the city and fortifications, as we passed 
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below the walls of the fortress of Carrababa^ is pretty and inviting ; 
but, like every thing else in Turkey, the distant view is the best. 

As we crossed the bridge, the water was running to the south- 
ward. The irregularity of the flux and reflux of the sea here, has, 
from time immemorial, been regarded as a great curiosity. We 
were, therefore, particular in our inquiries, in order to ascertain if 
the phenomenon could be explained by any local circumstance. The 
flow, we were told, is-, in serene weather, as regularly alternate from 
the north to the south, and from the south to the north, as the tides 
of the ocean ; but, during winter, and storms, the alternation is dis- 
turbed and various, owing to the effect which the wind has on the 
waters of the narrow straits between the island and the continent* 

The fortifications of Negropont were constructed by the Vene- 
tians, and the arms of that state are still seen above one of the gates. 
They were, in their day, considered of great strength; but the 
Turkish fortress of Carrababa so completely commands them, that 
they must always be resigned to the masters of it. The town is dirty 
and miserable. The population does not exceed five thousand souls. 
The climate is unwholesome, and is often visited by pestilence. The 
number of tombs and cemeteries around, mark the Black Bridge as 
a place particularly noxious to life. Nor are the inhabitants more 
benevolent than their climate. They have the character of being the 
worst Turks in Europe, regardless alike of the property and blood of 
the wretches subjected to their caprice and cruelty. 

Not long before our arrival, a most detestable occurrence had 
taken place ; the circumstances of which serve to illustrate the state 
of society and of the judicature in Negropont. A beautiful girl, who 
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had acquired many accomplishments sup^or to the rest of her sex 
in Turkey, attracted the desires of a yopng Turk, who bribed her 
servant to decoy her to a sequestered place in the fortifications. 
Without any of those preliminary blandishments with which more 
refined seducers palliate iheir guilt to the victims, he gratified him- 
self, and then murdered her. The servant assisted him to dig her 
grave. After several days of general concern and anxiety, a la- 
bourer discovered her feet above the earth. The criminals were sus- 
pected and seized, but were soon after liberated. For the Pashaw, 
although the poor girl had, from her infancy, delighted him with her 
genius, commuted the punishment for a bribe. From the affections 
of a barbarian better justice might have been expected. But here 
crimes and deaths are so common, tbat they have ceased to produce 
their natural impression on the human heart. We only halted to 
breakfast, feeling no inclination to stay, without a firman, in a 
town where the greatest curiosities were the fields of the dead, 
and the most interesting information was the atrocities of the 
last crime. 

In Eubea there are fine forests of oak, and laige quantities of 
sumack may be collected. The valleys are well cultivated, and it 
exports several cargoes of grain. 

THEBES. 

After riding leisurely over the heights that overlook the straits 
of the Negropont, we descended upon a spacious treeless plain, 
across which the road lies to Thebes. It was two hours after sun- 
set before we arrived. The ramazan having commenced, during 
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which it is the custom of the Turks to illuminate the moschs and 
the tops of the minerets, the distant view of the town was showy 
and cheerful ; but we had scarcely passed the contemptible channels 
of the Ismenus or the Dirce, when we found all the usual circum- 
stances of the ruination and squalor that characterize the effects of 
Ottoman rule. Of the ancient walls of the city there are no traces. 
The remains of two towers, and a square castle, garrisoned by rooks, 
give some degree of dignity to the features of the town ; but the 
masonry is rude, and evidently of no great antiquity. 

The story of Hiebes is less splendid than that of Athens. Ex« 
cept Epaminondas and Pindar, she has produced no character who 
ranks very highly among the illustrious offspring of Greece. Of 
the genius and endowments of Pindar we have still the means of 
judging. Many ages have elapsed since his death, and yet he is 
still the greatest poet of his class. Of Epaminondas we have only 
the imperfect report of others ; but that report is so consistent, that, 
even under the full conviction of the unauthentic nature of Grecian 
biography, as well as history, it cannot but be entitled to some 
degree of credit. His resolution to retain the command of the army, 
contrary to the express laws of the state, is the most magnanimous 
incid^it in his memoirs. As an officer is bound to hazard his life in 
the service of his country, I think, under difficult circumstances, he 
may be justified in violating bis orders. But, even if successful, he 
ought not to escape without censure. The enemies of Epaminondas, 
it IS said, contrived, as a mortification, that he should be elected the 
city scavenger ; but he defeated their malice, by accepting the office 
with a good grace, and by performing the duty with unprecedented 
advantage to the public. When a British admiral was, some years 
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ago^ made a lord of the bedchamber^ the appointment was not 
ascribed to his enemies. 

The probable history of Thebes is not volaminous; but the fabu* 
loos equals, in extent, that of any other state of Grreeoe. Bacchus 
is said, by the mythologists, to have been born in this city ; but, 
when the circumstances of his achievements are taken into view, 
Egyptian Thebes seems better entitled to the honour. The Greeks 
wwe in the practice of adopting the heroes of oAer countries, and of 
setting them up for gods ; and, in this instance, it has been thought 
that Bacchus was no other than Moses. One of his names is stated 
in corrobimition of this opinion. He was called AGsas, because he 
had been saved by water ; and the name of the Hebrew ]aw-^v«r, 
which so neaiiy resraables it, had a similar origin. Nisa is the name 
of the mountain on which the god was educated ; and, the author of 
the Venetian ^^ Cognizione della Mitok^a" remarks, that it is only 
the anagram of Sinai. Bacchus, also, invaded India, virith a great 
multitude of men, women, and children ; and, it is perfectly ascer- 
tained, that the Greeks, by India, only meant that part of Asia 
which we call Palestine. 

The feasts of Bacchus, after the vintage, were cekbmted with 
jollity and junketings, like the diversions of an English wtike. But 
the or^es of the priestesses were more esteemed solemnities, and the 
god frequently vouchsafed to manifest his espeqial influence, durii^ 
their celebration. Penteus, of Thebes, having prdbibited the orgies, 
his mother was inspired, by the god, with such fury against him, 
that she tore him into pieces. The prince, I imagine, ashamed of 
the extravagances which she was in the practice of commit*- 
ting^ during the festivals, had suspended them on that account; 
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and she^ afterwardb^ hi^[q>ening to be in liquor^ destroyed him in 
revenge. 

The hideooa stoiy €f (Edipus naturallj presents itself to remem- 
brance, in passing throi:^h fiosotia. It is remariiable that such a dis- 
gustily subject should have so often been chosen by the tragic poets. 
For^ Hotwithstapding the dimial magnificence of the prodigies^ the 
horror^ whidi it inspires, arises more from the nature of the incidents 
than from any skill, or poetry, that can be employed- in the manage* 
ment The whole subject of CEdipus is repugnant to good taste, be« 
cause it is founded on unnatural circumstances. 

Thebes was preparing, while we wwe there, for the exhibition 
of a tragedy less atrocious. The inhabitants having privately aeoased 
the governor of oppressing them, by extortions, beyond endurance, 
the sultan had appointed the governor of Athens to investigate the 
diarge. A few days before our arrival, a prockmatioa had been 
made, tbroughoui the distiriet, that all who had matter of tsomplaint 
should oome and state their grievances ; and the gqvwnment home, 
when we paid our visit, was thronged with peasants, pressing to 
give vent to their imfignation. This proceeding serves to diew, that 
the Greeks, if they set properly about the representation ct eom* 
plaints, are not so destitute of protection as they are generally siip^- 
posed to be. The circumspection and steadiness, with which tfaf 
examination was conducted, afforded a favourable specimen of 
Turkish judicature. 

The taiitory of Thebes is fertile, and the grain harvest aflbrds a 
considerable surplus for exportation. Two or three small eai^aes of 
rosin are also shipped; and, annually, several larger vessels are 
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loaded with timber, at Negropont and M^ara, the two ports where 
the productions of Bceotia are embarked. 

It would be«unpardonable to omit mentioning^ that Thebes pos- 
sesses the distinguished wonder of a public clock. It was brought, 
»bout fifty years ago, from Venice to N^ropont, where an opulent 
Theban Turk, happening to hear it strike, was so pleased with its 
sagacity, that he bought it, and built a tower for it here. As in the 
epochs of antiquity, public works are executed, in Greece, at the ex* 
pence of individuals. 

In this town, we observed a small manufactory of buttons and 
inilitary instruments. The inhabitants wear the Albanian dress more 
commonly than in Attica. 

LIVADIA. 

We proceeded for die town of Livadia at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing. Ridhig leisurely along the arable tredess plairi, which I have al- 
ready mentioned, we arrived at a cavernous rock, on which a ruinous 
square tower is still conspicuous. Here we halted, to take some re- 
frei^ment from our stores. Having remounted, we passed, in less 
than an hour, the fragments of an ancient city. The outline of the 
walls is visible ; and, in several places, the sepulchres are sufficiently 
plain to excite the cupidity of a scafiating traveller. In the course 
of two hours more, we reached Livadia, the capital of a district of 
the same name, comprehending the greatest part, of Bceotia. It 
stands on the steep slope of a rocky hill, divided by a ru^ed chasm, 
Jthrongh which, in winter, a violent occasional torrent rages ; and, 
all the year, from the cave of Trephonius, and adjacent springs, a 
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plentifiil Btream of delightful water continually flows. Before the 
town lies a beautiful verdant valley^ watered by this stream ; and 
behind^ on a lofty^ precipitous and craggy corner of the mountain, 
stand the towers and pinnacles of a castle in ruins. 

The ancient Livadia stood at a considerable distance from the site 
of the modem. The existing town contains about five thousand in- 
habitants, who have grievously felt the oppressive sway of Ali 
Pashaw, of which the decaying aspects of their houses bear irre- 
futable testimony. Laige quantities of the coarse shaggy cloth, of 
which the clothes of the peasantry are made, ape brought here to be 
milled. The produce of the vicinity consists of wheat, Indian com, 
cotton, and a sort of wine^ which is a disgrace to the country that 
pretends to the honour of having given birth to Bacchus. 

CHiBSON£A. 

Being detained, by the want of horses suffident to enable us to 
proceed on our journey, we made an excursion to Chseronea, rendered 
famous by the battle which Philip, the father of Alexander, fought near 
it. The village consists of about half a dozen scattered cottages, and 
almost as many churches. The remains of a Grecian fortress, seen, 
' on the top of a hill, which commands the plain, and the form of a 
theatre, excavated, at the bottom, with several broken ^marbles, on 
one of which we saw the name of Philip and a wreath of victory, are 
the monumental memorials of the city. 

Having looked at the little that is to be seen at Chseronea, we 
went to Ocomenos, now called Scripou. But the many-peopled town 
of Homer exists no more. Thete are, however^ a few relics of 
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its andeat spkadoor vtaSk visible ; partieolarly the ndiis of a great 
darcular mraaoieiim, similar to those in the n^hbourhood of 
MyceMs ^ a mosaic paveinent^ of white and blue stones^ prettily 
arranged ; and^ in the court of a monastery^ built by one of th^ 
emperors^ a number ci inscriptions^ fragments of cornices^ and a 
eotloBsal body of a warrior^ tolerably well executed. The village of 
Scripou Stands on the banks of the stream that rises at liva^a. The 
situation is low and humid ; and^ the day being dull, we participated 
in the drowriness of fancy ascribed to the Boeotians. 

PABNASSUS. 

We leA: Liva(fia af^er breakfkst ; and^ in the course of the after- 
noon^ arrived at Castri, the ancient Delphi. Our ride^ for nearly 
half the way, was through a valley, wild, romantic, and magnificent, 
till we reached Rakova, and its fertile environs of cotton fields 
and vineyards. From Rakova to Castri the road, ascending and 
descending, aflFotds, at every turning, fhe finest views imaginaUe of 
savage scenery. Considering the impressions whkh the appearanoe 
of nature makes here, we could not but assent to the prc^riety of the 
ancients in regarding Parnassus as the peculiar region of the Muses. 

The ruins of Delphi consist of mutilated inscriptions, extensive 
t^TBces, and a few fragments of pillars. It seems no longer pes* 
aible, without scafiers, to discover the site of the great Temple of 
Apollo. It was, probably, where there is now a small monastery, in 
the midst oi an olive-grove. In that neighbourhood the niches in 
the rodcs, for votive offerings, are most numerous. It was, also, 
generally, the custom, after die ^establishment of Christianity, to 
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«mvo{Mriate the old oonseonrted groand to the «enrice of the oew 
religion. 

Thm Oastalian spiing still flows ; and we enjoyed a dran^t^ but 
without any efiectual inspiration. A sq[aare bason^ excarated in the 
rock from which it issues^ is still almost entire. Two wild fig-trees 
overhang the source^ and a drapery of ivy fiilk over a niche^ 
and partly conceals a smail chapel constructed in a hollow of the 
piedpice. While we were standing near it^ a goat approached, and 
oopped die herbs which grew at the root of the trees, llie virtues 
of the fountain are said to have been first discovered by goats. A 
badket-maker also came to turn a bundle <^ o^rs which were 
steepingin the bason, and crossed himsdf to the chapel or some of 
its contents. In a chann above the spring, the traces of the sturs 
remain, by which the priests peiformed their pantomimes, to 
overawe the pilgrim as he knelt at the fountain to drink. 

The scenery round Castri is solemn and grand. The village is 
overhung by lofty grey precipices ; a recluse valley is sem, verdant 
and rural, &t in the hollow below ; and the western prospect, di- 
versified by the gul{^ of Salona, comprehends a long remote range 
of the mountains of the Morea. 

TUBCO COEI. 

We left Castri for the village of Turco Cori, which stands near 
the site of the ancient Elatia, having given up a previous intention 
^ going to Salona and round the west side of the hill. On leaving 
Rakova^ we saw a shepherd-boy playing on a flageolet, the only 
symptom of the influence of ApoUo and die Muses that we had met 
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with; and we were followed by a crowd of beggars; but on P^ 
nassus such a sight was not surprizing. 

Keeping the mountain on our left, and gradually ascending a 
rising ground below the monastery of Jerusalem^ which overlooks^ 
towards the east, a great extent of country, we halted to water our 
horses at a small pool, which had been formed by the resort of cattle 
and travellers to the spring. Throughout Turkey, fountains are so 
common on the sides of the roads, that it was remarkable none 
should have been erected at this place. But the country is chiefly 
inhabited by Greeks, and the road is not often frequented by Turks. 
The Christians prefer building useless chapels, in the hope of future 
reward ; and sneer at the Mahomedans, who, from the same motive, 
are induced to provide the refreshment of cool water for the dumb 
animal and the thirsty stranger. 

From the pool to the village of Marianna the path is steep and 
rapid. When we had reached the bottom of the valley, the sun was 
on the edge of the horizon ; and the effect of his slaiiting light on 
the alpine features of Parnassus produced an awful and stupendous 
effect. The mountain, towards Turco Cori, appears like a cairn, 
composed of hills instead of stones. The detached form of the ten 
principal peaks probably gave rise to the fable of the Muses and 
Apollo having made it their seat : and the solemnity produced on 
the mind, by the impression of the surrounding scenery, tended, 
no doubt, to sanction the fiction. 

Having hired a Turk at Livadia to go with us as far as Salonika, 
he procured us a better apartment than we should otherwise have 
obtained. It was my wish to have travelled as independently as 
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possible ; but a Mahomedan guide was now become necessary for the 
rest of our journey; we, therefore, adopted the custom of other 
travellers, and followed the common and beaten track. Our host 
here was a ludicrous specimen of Grecian pride and ignorance. He 
strutted about his little huxtry affairs in the military array of the 
Albanians, like a king in a tragedy, and looked upon us ^s inferior 
barbarians. 

THEEMOPYLJB. 

At day -break \ve took our departure for Zeitun. Our road lay 
across a range of lofty hiUs, from which we saw, at a distance, si* 
tuated on the foot of Parnassus, the town of Dadi, a place of some 
fame, in these parts, for a manufactory of cotton canvass. The 
country round it appeared to be decently cultivated. But we were 
now in Thessaly, the vales of which are still, as anciently, more 
famous for their pastures than their harvests. From Turco Con our 
ascent had been steep and toilsomci. The road from the height gra- 
dually devolved into a deep, wild, and rugged pass, winding through 
a natural wood of trees and shrubbery. In the bottom of this glen 
there is a fountain, and a large tree, of ample shade, with a seat 
constructed round the trunk. We halted here. From a ruinoufl 
blackguard-looking house, situated on the cliff above, an Albanian 
came down, and demanded money. He belonged to a band of soldiers, 
appointed to guard the pass, and to extort money from the passengers. 
We resisted his demand; and, in consequence, were nearly immor- 
talized in the pass of Thefknopylee ; but, taking to flight, our Turk ended 
the war by paying eighteen pence, and joined us again at Molo, 

£ £ 
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iifhere we breakfasted on salt fish stewed with onions^ a coarse but 
savoury dish. We found here^ at last^ wine^ in which there was no 
turpentine. Over all the continent of Greece^ the wine is polluted 
with this unpalatable ingredient. 

Afola is pleasantly situated on the west side of the gulf of 
Zeitun. The number of the inhabitants does not exceed two 
hundred. Some years ago, it was a much more respectable place ; 
but the continued extortions of Ali Pashaw have compelled the people 
to emigrate. 

Seodii^ our ba^age on before, we deviated from the main road, 
in order to see the hot spring *, near which, it is supposed, the 
fiunous band of Leonidas was posted. If it was in this neighbour* 
hood, the features of the land must have i^nce materially altered^ 
for there is no longer any place capable of being defended in the 
way that it is described to have been. StiU, however, the where- 
about of an event which posterity still regards as the most illustrious 
example of patriotism and discipline can never be approached without 
emotion, nor consciously walked without the pleaisure of magna* 
nimous thoughts 

Returning to the great road, we crossed the river Alamana, by a 
handsome bridge, partly very andent. One of the piers was built 
of white marble. We were told, by our guide,, that there are two 

* The hot springs in this part of the country gave rise to the name of Ther- 
mopylee, Thermia signifying hot water, and pyle ground. In the island of Thermia, 
in the Archipelago, there are hot baths, similar in quality to the springs here. 
Those at Termini, in Sicily, are of the same Kiid. Termini is Thermia 
Italianized. 
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Other bridges in the country, of a similar form, built by the architect 
xvho constructed this ; arid that, before he could make any of them 
able to withstand the force of the torrents, he was obliged to sa- 
crifice a eunuch, and one of his own sisters, on each. In con- 
firmation of this legendary tradition, we were shewn on the bridge 
a large slab, which he assured us was the tomb-stone of the 
victims ! 

ZEIXUN4 

Just as the tops of the minerets were lighted, we arrived in 
Zeitun, and found excellent lodgings in the house of a merchant 
engaged in the corn-trade of the country, and who was also a farmer 
of the tithes of several of the neighbouring villages. 

The city stands on the side of a hill, at the entrance into a small- 
vale at the head of the gulf; but at some distance from the shore. 
Being interspersed with gardens and cypress-trees, the general 
aspect of the place is pleasant. A ruinous fortress, on the top of the 
hill, gives it also an air of dignity. The population does not exceed 
six thousand souls. Some years ago, a new* seraglio was built for 
the governor, at an expence of about twelve thousand pounds sterling ; 
but it was scarcely finished, when a fire took place, and destroyed it 
entirely. • There is here a trifling manufactory of cloth, and a con-, 
siderable. one of salt. The adjacent territory would be fertile ; but 
the oppression which dismays the whole country renders it neglected^ 
and almost desolate. 

Zeitun is the capital of a district, the governor of which is con* 
nected, by marriage and interest, with the family of Ali Pashaw, 
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a dai^hter of A^lhi Pashaw being contracted to the nephew of the 
governor. It is, therefore, considered as a part of the territory of 
old Ali ; and he directs the rule of it as such. 

We discovered nothing of the ruins of the ancient Heraclea ; but, 
in the walls of the castle, one very rude piece of sculpture, repre- 
senting Chiron the Centaur, playing on the lyre to one of his pupils. 
This accomplished and benevolent monster was the son of Philira, 
for whom Saturn assumed the form of a horse. The Marquis of 
Sligo found at Athens a curious lamp, exhibiting their amour in 
has relief. Chiron, in consequence of the shape that his father had 
taken, was biform, lialf man, half horse ; but the Gods compensated 
this deformity by the excellent talents with which they endowed him. 
He was the first who instructed men in the benefits of judicature, 
the utility of oaths, and the efficacy of worship and sacrifice. Diana 
taught him the arts of the chace ; and he was so skilful a musician, 
diat he cured diseases by the melody of his lyre. He was also 
learned in divination, and taught Hercules astrology; in ^ich 
science he was also the master of JSsculapius, Jason, Castor, and 
Pollux, Achilles, and other heroes. One day, happening to meddle 
with the arrows of Hercules, dipped in the blood of the hydra of the 
Lernian lake, one of them chanced to fall on his hoof, and occa* 
Noned such insupportable pain, that he implored the Gods to 
deprive him of his immortality. Jupiter granted his prayer, and 
raised him into the Zodiac, where he became the sign Sagittarius. 

A strange old character, a Septinsular physician, who had studied 
at Pisa,, paid us a visit. By him we were informed that the air of 
Zeitun wa^ unwholesome during the summer, owing to pestiferous 
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eKbalations from the neighboaring marshes ; and that the inhabitaDts 
were subject ta putrid fevers^ which he ascribed, however, as much 
to the grossness of their food, and an inordinate love of wine, as to 
the air. 

PHERSELA. 

We left Zeitun, with a special order from the governor to the 
di£Perent guards in the pass of Thaumacos, not to molest us for 
money ; but, on the contrary,^ in case of any banditti being in the 
woods, or any deserters, from Vilhi Pasha w's army, on the roads, to see 
us safely conducted to the open country. We were now gaining fast 
on the rear of the army, which, as it moved on, was augmented by 
the junction of the vassal bands of the districts through whidi it 
passed. Conceiving that a Turkic army, from the inorganized ma- 
terials of which it is composed, must be little better than a mob, we 
were surprized to find no marks of misdemeanors, but uniformly false 
the different accounts that we h&d received of spoliations and ravages 
committed on the march. The atrocities were always before us, 
flying as we advanced. 

On leaving the pass, we entered an extensive plain country, sur^ 
rounded with hills, and bounded, on the one side, by the lake Daodi. 
Keeping along the east side of the plain, we entered another narrow 
defile, from which we emeiged upon the spacious plain of Pharsalia, 
at the bottom of the hill, on which the little town of Thaumacos is 
situated. Before entering on the plain, we halted at a khan, to take 
some refreshment from our stores. In the court, a poor man was 
lying, who, a few days before, had broken his thigh in three places, 
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by a Ml from a horse. Two Greek priests came to visit him ; and 
they informed us^ that the surgeons of Thaumacos would not come 
to see him^ because he could not pay them. How wretched must 
be their condition^ when it was necessary to refuse an act of eminent 
humanity^ in order to oblige the compassionate to bribe them ! The 
poor man had, evidently, not long to live. 

On the road across the plain of Pharsalia, we observed the track 
of wheels, which were, to us, like the print of the human foot to 
Robinson Crusoe. Soon after, we fell in with several waggons, 
drawn by oxen. Their construction was clumsy, and their move- 
ments slow. They were rather fitted for the rude purposes of hus- 
bandry, to carry forth the manure, and to bring home the harvest, 
than to facilitate the operations of commerce. 

The theatres of all great transactions are haunted by solemn and 
sentimental genii ; and the pilgrim to the shrines of antiquity, as he 
passes over the silent and lonely arena of Pharsalia, feels the pre- 
siding influence, and sympathizes with the melancholy manes of that 
fatal field. We, however, had not the enjoyment of this pensive 
inspiration; for we did not approach the consecrated spot, being 
content with the visit that the genius paid us in a cottage of Pher- 
sela, where we halted for the night. 

The character of an age may be ascertained, with some degree 
of precision, by that of the cotemporary individual who acquires the 
greatest degree of distinction. TTie promiscuous sensuality; the ge- 
nerous ostentation; the magnanimous sensibility; and the literary 
accomplishments of C«sar, indicate the profligacy, the magnifi- 
cence, the gallantry, and the refinement of the Romans. Pompey 
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was the index of a period that had passed. Hb aristocratic di^ity^ 
and regular deportment, suited an age of method and precedent; 
hut, In a time when mankind had assumed a larger licence In action^ 
these respectable qualities were not calculated to overcome the effects 
of that masterful familiarity, and intrepid disregard of anoent cus- 
tom, which marked the conduct of Ctesar. 

A JOURNEY. 

As we approached the army, the difficulty of obtaining horses 
became inconvenient. The public messengers having always a pre- 
ference at the post-houses, we were never sure of the time of our de* 
parture from any stage, until actually mounted. Owing to this dis- 
agreeable state, it was past four o'clock in the afternoon, before we 
could get away from the little town of Phersela. 

Our horses proved very bad ; and we had scarcely advanced half 
an hour across the plain, when we foresaw that it would be hazard- 
ous to think of reaching Larissa that night. Travelling, in these 
countries, partakes of the nature of errantry. We were then in the 
rear of a large Ottoman army, from which many deserters were re- 
turning, and to which recruits, more desperate than deserters, were 
constantly going. To return, would have exposed us^to the chance 
of additional detention. We, therefore, resolved to apply for quar- 
ters in a village, which we saw at some distance from the main road. 

Having passed the dry channel of an occasional river, where it is 
crossed by a stately bridge of several arches, we approached the vil- 
lage, and were attacked by a number of baying and obstreperous 
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dogA* The inhabitants were all Turks^ and as inhospitable as their 
curs. They gruffly refused to lodge us; and obliged us to pursue 
our way, under a lowering and gloomy sky, with no very encourag- 
ing expectations. This was the first place in which we found only 
Mahomedans. 

On returning to the road, we fell in with a Greek, by whom we 
were informed, that, in the village of Bacratsi, which stood about 
two hours' walk off the highway, we should find a comfortable 
khan. As he knew a by-path across the fields, we induced him to 
guide us ; emd reached ihe door of the khan when the night was 
^ fiilly darkened, and just as the rain began to pour. 

This inn, a miserable hovel, ^' abundant in circumstances of no 
degant recitid," was already so full of native travellers, that we 
could not find a place to sit down. In this extremity, we resolved to 
apply to the Turkish magistrate of the village ; and, sending a mes- 
senger on before, rode to his house. Our wants were explained to 
him, and he admitted us with a cheerful invitation. On entering 
the lighted room where. he was sitting, with two Albanian soldiers, 
drinking coffee, we found him a Moor. He immediately ordered 
another room to be prepared for us. Our servant dressed a supper, 
which we ate unmolested, and early stretched ourselves out to sleep. 

All night the rain poured copiously, and the frequent blast laved 
it against the windows with such violence, that it often disturbed our 
repose. Before day light, I heard a cautious kind of noise stirring 
at the outside of the chamber dom-. I listened — my heart beat 
audibly — my companion was asleep. The noise subsided, and I 
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heard the sound of feet softly retreating. The Turks are early risers ; 
and the people of the house^ engaged with their domestip afiairs^ 
had^ in the neighbourhood of our room,, proceeded quietly, that they 
might not awaken us too early. 

lARISSA. 

At the dawn of day, the fury of the wind and the water abated ; 
but the appearance of the skies was dejectingly dulL As we ap* 
proached Larissa, the sun, however, broke out with a comfortable 
brightness, and the four and twenty spires of the city looked inviting* 
and cheerfuL Milton has alluded to the sentiment of gaiety which^ 
pervades the heart of a man, who, after having been long pent in 
populous cities, passes into the midst of rural scenery, and smells the . 
dairy and the dunghiU. Not less delightful are the emotions of the 
wayfaring traveUer, when, after smoky cottages, stinted meals^ 
sloughy roads, and sluggish horses, he sees the domes and gilded 
steeples of a crowded town, hears the cries of itinerant victuallers^ 
and scents the various fragrance of the plentiftil shambles and the 
savoury huxstry. 

The country, round the city, is very well cultivated, and we, 
observed several vineyards of a respectable extent. On the stubble 
fields a number of cattle were feeding on straw which had been 
scattered purposely for fodder. On entering the gate, a custom-house 
harpy pounced upon oyr luggage ; which, however, it surrendered, 
upon being paid, by our Turk, the magnificent fee of five paras, a 
sum equal to one penny and a half of British money. 

r F 
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Larissa is pleasantly situated on the right bank of the Peneus; 
which is here a large stream, flowing under a handsome stone bridge 
of many arches, near to which, opposite to the town^ stands the 
house of the governor, the best public residence that we had yet 
seen in Turkey. The air is insalubrious ; and, during autumn^ fevers 
are frequent and fatal. The public fountains are not numerous, but 
an abundant supply of water is brought from the river on horseback, 
in leather sacks, made of entire hides. One of the streets is occupied, 
almost wholly, by Jews, the descendants of Spanish refugees. 
Their houses are mean, and they are, themselves, considered as very 
poor. Several of the Turks here are opulent^ and inhabit large 
and gaudily painted mansions. The buildings, in genera], are, 
like the swallow's nest/ a composition of mud and straw, which, 
unless concealed by paint or whitening, has a mean and tempo- 
rary appearance. We had the unexpected pleasure of seeing a 
respectable curricle, and were informed, that similar vehicles, capable 
of going to Salonika, may be hired by the day. The season was 
too far advanced for us to make the experiment. 

No antiquities, of any traceable form, except a few trunks of 
pillars, and a female statue, which serves as a post at the comer 
of a street, struck our attention. In one of the pathways, in the 
great cemetery, I saw two pieces of a column resembling verd 
antique, and, in the pavement, fragments that seemed to be of the 
same rare and esteemed material. I also noticed, in another bury«p 
ing' ground, an ancient Greek tombstone, of which the epitaph had 
been obliterated, to make room for a Turiiish inscription. Several 
of the moschs are handsome edifices, crowned with domes. 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



215 

Larissa has puflFered severely in the general system of extortlbn 
which Ali Pashaw has, so long, remorselessly practised. Many of 
the Greek families have emigrated; and the manufactures of the 
place, wl^ich consist of neatly striped silk and cotton stuffs,^ calicoes, 
and coarse cloths, have, in consequence, greatly declined; for, in 
this part of the empire, and, indeed, throughout Greece and Mace- 
donia, the Turks are rather a military than a civil race. 

Vilhi Pashaw, a few days before our arrival, had rested his 
army here, consisting of upwards of eight thousand men, and we 
could not learn that the troops had committed any excesses, such 
as we had been led to believe, and were prepared to expect. 
On the contrary, we were told that the strictest discipline, as far as 
respected the deportment of the men, was enforced ; and that he had 
himself deviated from his usual tenderness of life, in order to maintain 
it One day, as he happened to be riding in the environs, he saw 
two soldiers in a vineyard, plundering the grapes, and immediately 
rode up to them, and shot them both on the spot. 

The bread in Larissa is better than in any part of the Turkish 
dominions which I have visited. Owing to the town having been, 
so lately before, the head quarters of a large military body, we found 
the price of every article of provision greatly enhanced. In ordinary 
times, the market is cheap and well supplied. 

The banks of the Peneus are overhung with stately beeches, 
and a fringe of elders ; and the adjacent fields consist, chiefly, of 
tobacco and cotton gardens, here and there interspersed with a bright 
display of printed calicoes on the green. In walking along the 
xnar^ii, the. day soft and grey, the air mild and balmy, insensibly 
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produced that agreeable submission of mind^ in which the memory 
becomes more predominant than the fancy. The gentle sense of past 
pleasure diffuses a satisfaction that approximates nearer to the idea 
of happiness than that emotion which springs from the expectations 
and encouragements of hope. Whilst ruminating amidst the placid 
scenery of these beautiful banks^ among other topics of thought and 
recollection, the story of Apollo and Daphne was insinuated. After 
a languid effort to unravel the allegory, I acquiesced in thinking, 
as Pausanias sagaciously did of this story, if I recollect rightly, 
that Daphne was more likely to have been the daughter of a human 
king of the name of Peneus, than of the natural river. I have a 
romance, in which the descent of Godfrey of Boulogne is indis- 
putably traced to a swan ; and I have seen, in a book of heraldry, 
that the first Earls of Northumberland were descended from a Nor- 
wegian damsel that had been ravished by a bear. It is true, that 
the heralds explain this, as having reference to the emblazons on 
shields. Perhaps the ancients had, also, similar mystical symbols, 
which, if known, would help to explain some of the absurdities of 
their mythological fables. 

THE VALE OF TEMPE. 

All the post-horses being in requisition for the public service, 
we were detained several hours before any could be procured to hire ; < 
and it was three o'clock in the afternoon when we left Larissa. 
We passed, on the plain, several large barrows, the uninscribed 
monuments of departed ambition. About sun-set we entered the 
Vale of Terop^, and had a delightful ride^ by moonlight, to tha 
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village of Baba, where we slept At break of day we were again 
on horseback. 

The scenery of this beautiful valley fully gratified our expect- 
ations. In some places it is sylvan, calm, and harmonious, and 
the sound of the waters of the Peneus' accords with the graciousness 
of the surrounding landscape ; in others it is savage, terrific, and 
abrupt, and the river roars with violence^ darkened by the frown of 
stupendous precipices, in whose gloomy recesses the traveller expects 
to see the gleam of the robber's eye, and passes on, overawed and 
silent. At a short distance below the cotton -manufacturing village 
of Amhelaki, the motion of the river is almost imperceptible ; not 
an air stirred a leaf of the trees which bent over it, dropping, in irre- 
gular festoons, the wild hop, the honeysuckle, and other woodbines. 
All was so perfectly serene and delightful, that it seemed just such 
a place as a poet would describe as the elysium of the innocent deaf 
and dumb. Near this enchanting spot, the sides of the vale begin 
to contract, the hills assume a tremendous appearance, and the road 
lies in the bottom of a dreadful chasm. The mind is excited, and 
fills with images of earthquakes and convulsions that rend the 
mountains asunder. The wars of the giants, with the huge array 
of the assault of heaven, agitate the imagination. The eye looks 
towards Olympus : clouds involve its heads ; and the mist on Pelion 
becomes the dust rising, as if Ossa had been newly broken from its 
summit. 

" Turn Pater Omnipotens misso perfregit Olympum 
Flumine et excussit subjecto Pelio Ossam.'* 
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It is impossible not to admire^ in this place, the correctness and 
judgment displayed in the conception of the local £ables. 

Passing the ruins of buildings anciently constructed for the defence 
of this formidable glen, the road ascends along the precipices, till 
it has gained a considerable height, from which there is a superb 
prospect of cultivated fields, and of the Peneus, winding through a 
level and beautiful country, beyond which the sea is seen at a great 
distance. Descending on this open and variegated plain, we had a 
pleasant ride to the bridge of Lycostomo, which crosses the river, 
with about twenty large and almost as many small arches. Here 
we were stopped to pay toll, and saw a party of Turkish cavalry, 
between forty and fifty, refreshing themselves. They had a banner 
and two penons planted on the green, and a kettle-drum, but no 
other music. The horses were gaudily caparisoned, and the men 
riclily dressed. The waterman of the troop was adorned, I thought, 
in a very tasteful and appropriate manner. He was dressed in black 
leather, ornamented with little white shells, with which the furniture 
of his horse was also decorated. The commander wished us a 
pleasant journey, as we passed, and we success and victory to his 
enterprize. 

A JOURNEY. 

Crossing the bridge, we rode through a country, which, in point 
of cultivation and appearance, would have been respectable in the 
best parts of England. The sides of the mountains, adorned with 
numerous villages, seemed to be in an equally prosperous state. The 
tops of Olympus were wrapped in clouds, and the foliage of Pelion, 
too remote for us to observe its shaking, exhibited all the tints of 
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autumn. The flourishing state of the country^ and the rich aspect of 
the views, were truly enlivening. 

About two o'clock we reached Platamo, a fortress seated on a 
promontory. We halted near the walls to take some refreshment ; 
for, without a firman, strangers are not permitted to enter the gates. 
The wall of a burying-ground served us for seats and table ; but an 
incident arose, while we were there, that would have made us con- 
tent with our condition, even though the place and fare had been 
w(M-se. A Turkish officer, who happened also to be baiting near a 
fountain, observing a Greek passing, rose, and rudely seized him 
by the collar. On inquiring the cause of this apparently wanton 
outrage, we were informed, that the Greek belonged to a district 
where the Turk commanded ; and, having been unable to pay a sum 
of money with which he had been taxed, removed secretly to this 
neighbourhood with his family. The female relations, and several 
of the neighbours, came round the Turk, and strongly intreated him 
to let the poor man go free ; but, regardless of their intreaties, he 
ordered his arms to be bound, and took him away as a culprit. 

No argument, nor contrast of circumstances, can deepen the 
impression that such occurrences make on the mind. The public 
expence of communities must be defrayed ; and where the members 
fraudulently evade the requisite taxes, they as justly merit punish- 
ment, as those who rob or steal from individuals. But there can 
exist no right in any government to oblige a man to pay that, which 
to pay, will oblige him to commit crimes. To tax beyond the means 
of paying, imposes a necessity to cheat or steal. Whenever the 
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extortions of a government reach this pointy the allegiance of the 
subject is at an end^ and rebellion becomes a duty. 

About sunset we reached a small village^ on the shore, where 
we expected to have found lodgings ; but the houses were all shut, 
the inhabitants having gone, for some purpose, secular or eccle- 
siastical, to a neighbouring town. We saw only two groupes of 
Greek fishermen : one playing at cards on the beach, and the other, 
round a fire, roasting a large eel on a stick. 

The eel-roasters told us, that we were only two hours' distance 
frokn Katrina ; we, therefore, left them, in the hope of reaching it in 
half the time by riding smartly ; but they neglected to tell us, that 
the road lay through a shallow lake of more than a mile in extent. 
The moon was now in all her glory ; and the still expanse of water 
that we had to pass, illuminated by her beams, was a more splendid 
than pleasant object. Our guide being acquainted with the road, 
and assuring us that there was no danger, we followed, with cautious 
steps ; but the idea of wading across such a sea, would, even in the 
light of noon, never have entered our heads. We got through, 
however, without much difficulty, but so slowly, that we were up- 
wards of four hours in traveDing a distance, that, in the dry season, is 
only computed at two. Fortunately, it was the Ramazan, and, on 
arriving at Katrina, the governor was not in bed; we, therefore, 
had no difficulty in obtaining a house, and our servant procured 
us excellent wine, which, with a stewed goose and onions, enabled us 
to enjoy a comfortable supper, after having been more than sixteen 
hours on horseback. 
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It was 6ar inteDtton^ previmisly^ to have ascaEided mount Olym- 
ptts^ in order to sit on it like gods ; hnt, in the mornings when we 
awoke^ it was eov^red with snow, and the undertaking appeared^ 
otherwise^ so laborious^ that we abandoned the design. 

At breakfesty oile of ufs happened to spill a little wine on the 
floor, which, we were assiA^, was a most auspicious omen ; but, 
had it been oil, Grod preserve us*! The spilling of wine, in the course 
of a journey, or undertaking, is held, among the Greeks, to betoken 
a prosperous issue ; but the dropping of oil is a fetal omen. 

Instead of going round the hesid of the gulf to Salonika, We rode 
to a place on the shore, where there is a custom-house and salt- 
works, in order to hire a boat to take us over. Here we fortunately 
found one, and agreed, with the maMer,.t6r be carried to the t^ty for 
fifteen piastres, he having leave to take dther passengers, of whom 
about half a dozen were then waiting. Amohg diem was a young 
Turk, going to the war, m4io, before embarking, spread his mantle 
on the beach, and, turning his face towards the south, implored the 
aid and protection of God and the Prophet. 

We had a speedy and ^(feasant passage; but the minerets wer^ 
illuminated, ^nd the gates were shut, before We arrived, so that w^ 
were obliged to take up our lodgings in a coffee-house on the wharf! 
The master civilly! furnished us witfi a private apartment The pub* 
lie room, in any part of the world, would be considered respectable. 

SAL.ONIKA. 

Salonika is about six English miles in circumference. By ancient 
marks, it appears to have been, formerly, larger. It is surrounded 

G o 



.A 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



926 

by a wall, flanked^ at short distances, by towers, and protected by 
fo]ur castles, which, though not capable of sustaining a siege against 
bombs and rockets, are, at least, sufficient to defend the town against 
sadden incursions ; and more, a large city should not be prepared to 
rettst. The streets are dirty, ill-paved, obscured and obstructed with 
prcgections from the houses. The bazars are also mean, for the ex- 
tent of the town ; but one or two of the khans, surmounted with 
domes, may claim, in Turkey, the epithet of elegant. 

. The number of the inhabitants is estimated, but grossly, at se- 
venty thousand ; of vtrhom thirty thousand are Jews, twenty thou- 
sand Turks, and^rom ten to fifteen thousand Greeks ; the remainder 
consists of Franks of various nations. 

The Jews enjoy here greater privileges than in any part of 
Christendom, unless it be in England, or, latterly, in France. They 
are descended from Spanish refugees, who negotiated for certain ad* 
vantages before their removal, and whicH they have since been al- 
lowed to enjoy. They are exempted from the capitation tax, on con- 
dition of furnishing a certain quantity of doth for the Janizaries; 
and they have the privilege of pre-emption or refusal, before any 
other purchasers, of a certain quantity of wool annually. This has 
evident reference to the cloth which they furnish to the Janizaries*. 
Although more numerous than the Greeks, they pay only one part 
of the taxes, while the Greeks pay two. Their synagogues are also 
allowed to be open to the streets, while the churches of the Chris- 

« Strabo says, that the Thessalians were the first of the Greeks who invented 
great coats, in imiution of the people of more northern latitudes. 
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tians are placed in obseare lanes and corners. They form, indeed, 
h/ft^, a kind of litde republic^ with judges, assessors, and a council, 
the head of which is the chief of tlieir religion. To defray the ex- 
penses of this organized community, they have taxed the provisions 
that they consume themselves ; and the proceeds are so liberal, that 
it enables them to assist the indigent, and to aid the insolvent. In 
their conduct, they have the reputation of being so orderly, that they 
are seldom involved in any dispute with the Turks. Formerly, they 
were considered very rich; but, having lent money to the Turks, 
who, by the war, and the decline of the empire, are no longer in a 
condition to pay, they have become generally very poor. They have 
an academy, which I visited, and in which, as I was told, about 
two thousand children are annually taught to read and write Hebrew. 

The Greeks and Franks inhabit the lower parts of the town, the 
Jews the middle, and the Turks the upper. There is one street chiefly 
occupied by workers in iron, who trace their origin from Egypt. 
They profess the Mahomedan faith, but the Turks do not esteem 
them as true believers. There is some diflerence between the M aho- 
medanism of this part of the world, and that of Africa; but I know 
not in what that difference consists. 

The city is governed by a bey and a mula. The bey also governs the 
province; and his jurisdiction extends over the civil and military powers. 
The mula judges, definitively, of criminal and civil disputes, except 
when the governor happens to have three tails, or is a vizier. There 
is an aga, or colonel of the Janizaries, who is also the special pro- 
tector of the Jews. These officers are usually changed annually, the old 
going out at one gate as the new enter at another. The Greeks have 
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&eir own magistrates^ who bommanicate. cm their afiairs directfy 
*ith the governor. 

The curiosities of Salonika consist of fragments of the magnifi- 
eenc^ of the andent Thessalonica. The most esteemed^ is a colon- 
nade of four Corinthian pillars^ supporting caryatides ;^ one of which 
l^resents JjQ^a, and the Swan ! The sculpture is good^ and the ruin 
la a favpur^le specimen of ancient architecture. I conceive that it 
must have been the facade to a palace^ or some other public edifice. 

The triumphal arch is the next qbject worthy of attendon* It is 
bmlt of brick^ encruMed with marble, on which the subject of thef 
triuibph was executed in bas^trelief* The greatest part of the marble, 
and the ornaments, have been removed ; but there is still enough of 
the sculpture remaining, to show, ihat, when it was entire, it must 
have been a very gorgeous structure — but the workmaoshipy though 
rich and striking in effect, has nothing, other fvi$e, to recommend it. 
It is said to have been erected in honour of a victory which Marcus 
Aurelius gained over the barbarians^ 

The church of St. Demetrius, the pride of Salofiika, is now used 
by the Turks as a mosch. It is a stately and spacious oatb/sdral, 
adorned with the finest and most valuable marbles ; among others, 
with two pillars of red porphyry, said, vulgarly, to be worth their 
weight in gold. But the symmetry of this architecture, does not cor* 
respond to the value of the materials. For the building seems to 
have been formed out of the remains and relics of other edifices ; aod> - 
after the effect of the first view, the eye is offended at the disord^ly 
rudeness witlv which shafts and capitals have been joined. 

^e \\ere shown a chamber, in which there is burning a lamp^ 
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over, a small platform^ where St. DemetiiiKr was killed. He was 
the po-consul of the city. How he suffered martyrdom^ I do 
Bot re<;oUect to have heard; hut^ when slain^ his Uood issued hi 
such a deluge, that, like the blood of the Ram of Derby, it carried 
away the butchers. The Turks maiutain the lamp burning over the 
tomb, to keep the saint quiet, as the Greeks say ; otherwise^ they 
fear that he would sally forth on horseback, ami drive them to the 
devil. But this is only a priestly fiction. Besides keeping the manes 
of Demetrius in good humour, the lamp also serves to show a plate, 
ia which.it; is customary to deposit a few small pieces of money. 

Passing from the Cathedral, we were conducted to the ancieot 
metropolitan, which has also been converted into a mosch. It is a 
lOtiinda, evidently of very great antiquity. The dome is ornamented 
with Mosaic pictures, of very elegant design, in a style of drawing, 
diat indicates the art to have been, at the Bme of their delineation, 
iii a respectable state. Near the principal poreh, there is a marble 
pulpit, formed of one entire piece, ornamented with effigies, and the 
symbols of the Eucharist ; but the workmanship has nothing to re- 
commend it* At one of the gates, there is a beautiful white marble 
bason, which now serves a fountain ; perhaps it was, formerly, the 
baptismal font. « 

We then went to the chiorch of St. Sophia. It is needless to say, 
that, t;hroughout Turkey, all the finest ecclesiastical fabrics have been 
cpn verted to the use of the state rdigion. It was public prayers when 
we arrived; and, with a strong impression of the jealousy with 
which the Turks judiciously regard intrusions into their temples, and 
upon their worship, we hesitated some time about entering ; at last, 
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however^ we dared to advance, passing along. the.waUs as demurely 
as possible. Like the St. Demetrius, the church of St. Sophia seems 
to have been constracted with the remains of other buildings, and 
not with marbles purposely prepared. Many of the pillars are consi* 
dered of great value ; but they are so obscured with dust, that they 
have no longer any remarkable beauty. 

What was anciently the Circus, is now an open place, planted 
with trees. Adjoining to it is a large dyery, in which we were 
shewn an extensive subterranean archway; in which, probably, the 
wild beasts and horses of the exhibitions were formerly kept Of all 
the spectacles of cruelty of which this place has been the scene, the 
most terrible was that which the Emperor Theodosius ordered to be 
performed, in the year 390 ; the cause and circumstances of which 
giv€f us a more correct notion of the licentious, morality of the an- 
cients, thati any other public event in the Romaxi history. The gover- 
nor of the city had a beautiful slave, of whom one of the actors in the 
hippodrome became odiously enamoured, and violated. The governor 
threw the miscreant into prison. The people, with whom he was a 
fieivourite, being disappointed of their amusement, rose in a tumult, 
and murdered the governor, with several of his officers. Theodosius, 
enraged at their criminality, resolved, as the offence was perpetrated 
by the public, that the punishment should also be inflicted on the 
public. The people, accordingly, in the name of the emperor, were 
invited to the hippodrome, to an entertainment. Private orders having 
been given for a massacre, the signal for the performance to begin was 
also that for the slaughter, and a vast multitude was slain ; not less, it 
has been said, than seven thousand persons. An event such as this, 
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ftom. any ' similar cause, seems, no longer a possible occorrence in 
Burope: Mankind are not perfectible, but they are- certainly im- 
provable beings. 

When the name of Thessalonica came to bejchanged to Salonika 
is ej|[treitiiely doubtful. It/ probably, arose out of a vulgar abbrevia- 
tion, and came to be established only by usage. The city was an* 
dently called Halis, and changed to Thessalonica by Philip, the 
father of Alexander, in commemoration of a victory which he gained, 
near it, over the Thessalians. Cedrenus mentions, that Salonika, was, 
at one time, intended by Constantine for the new capital, before he 
had fixed on Byzantium. 

The archbishops of Salonika always held a high rank in«the hier- 
archy of the Oriental church: Their authority extended over all the 
provinces to the westward, as far as. the Adriatic, and . southward to 
the shores of the Gulfs of Gorinth and Egina. Till the. capture of 
the city by the Turks, the schismatical dispute between, the Greek 
arid Roman churches was variously and fervently maintained by the 
prelates of this see. As the Greek cleigy could not get the better 
of the Roman by argument, they ministered to the admission of the 
infidels. 

The roost remarkable event in the ecclesiastical transactions 
which took place in this city, was the preaching of St. Paul. He 
mentions, in his letters from Athens, that, when he was here, pro- 
mulgating the revealed doctrines, he had worked at his trade, that 
he might not be chargeable. If the precepts of the apostles be obli- 
gatory on the priesthood, surely the principles by which they regu- 
lated their conduct ought also to be held of some authority. In no 
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part of die Gospels^ or of the EpiatlM^ afe we teld either of the wti- 
Iky or the expediency to Christiaaityy . of a& totdbUsbed politicd 
church. National churches, with their peculiar rites and infstitcusonsy 
may, thertfcnie, be regarded rather as the cokitrivaiieM of nteteMieiiy 
than as formed for carrying into operation .the princtf^es aad influ- 
ences.ef Christ's revelation*. 

When M aicedonia was subdued by the Hofpanfes, Thiissalonida be- 
came the residence of the {»*ocobsu1s of the proyi0ce« !!l^eodosia^ 
the emperor, after defeating the Goths a«id Huns, was opuv^rted to 
Christianity here ; and it was also from *thii» jtown, that h^ edicit^ 
proscribing Arianism, was issued. The barharidbns, niorethan ono^^ 
plundered Salonika. ' In the year 1180, it was taken' l^y WiUiatii the 
Norman,, king of Sicily, but so<m restored i^^n to the juriadictiifu 
of the emperors of Constantiaoplci la 1413^ Andronicus Paleolo- 
gos sold it to the Venetians ; — fortfaat^oqce opulent, active, com- 
mercia1> and great naval state, in supp^lying cpazed, corrupted^ and 
condemned courts^ with the ibeans of defence i^nd maintenance, did 
not deal in benevoletoQ^; but bought commodious parts of thos^ ter-^ 
litories which its illltesi themselves, were , unable to proteet; thw 
honestly and judiciously enlarging its own power and resources. 

* In the days of the Apostles, nothing existed like an iB^orJporation'of dif- 
ferent churches under territorial govemorg, like inoderti bishops. AIJ the ej^istle^ 
are written in such a manner as distinctly to mark this fact. Ail, to '^^ the church 
■of Corinth/' ^^ the.charch of the Thessalonians/* &€. But, when Christian con- 
gregations in a province are addressed, .the plural number is always employed; 
as, ^' the churches of Macedonia," (of which the congregation of Thessalonica 
was one,) " the seven churches in Asia,*' &c. And Paul, writing to the Colos- 
sians, desires his letter to be read also " in the church of the Laadiceihis.*' - 
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ISight years after the porcliafle^ Amiirath II. obliged the Venetians 
to surrender; and^ since that time, Salonika has remained in the 
hands of the Turks. In the projected partition of Turkey^ Austria 
may here be indemnified for the loss of Trieste. 

TRADE. 

Although the name of a British factory is still gi^nen to the. con* 
sular establishment^ I did not find a British merchant settled in 
Salonika. 

Grain is the great article of escportation from the fertile environs 
of the gulf; above five hundred thousand bushels of wheat alone are 
annually shipped. 

Cotton has^ latterly^ been much cultivated in the adjacent 
districts; and upwards of forty thousand loads, of three hundred 
weight each, are now yearly sent overland into Germany. The seed 
costs little more than a farthing of our money per pound. It is sown 
at the end of April ; the plants are weeded about the beginning of 
June ; and the harvest is collected in October. The seed is sepa- 
rated from the wool, by turning the pods in a machine, by a roller, 
against a sharp edge ; the cotton passing under the edge to the 
outside, and the seeds falling backward. As the climate here is sub- 
ject to heavy rains in the fall, it often happens that the pods are 
obliged to be dried in ovens, which frequently bakes them so much, 
that the material of the pod pulverizes in the separating process, 
and makes the cotton foul, and of inferior value. The cotton plant, 
judging from what I learnt here, might, probably, be cultivated, 
with success, in England. 

HH 
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The silk^ nimtially collected in the neighbourhood of Salonika, is 
estimated at upwards of sixty thousand pounds weight. ' It is of four 
different qualities. When the coarsest is worth about nine shillings 
sterling per pound, the finest brings double that price. 

Excellent wool was formerly exported, in large quantities, to 
France ; but the trade has entirely ceased. The Albanian agents 
buy it up in the interior, and it is sent overland into Germany, 
jHrincipally, I hare understood^ for the Aix-la*ChapeUe manu- 
fecturers. It is part of the new policy of France to encourage over- 
land intercourse in preference to maritime. The passiiig of caravans 
through regions, in which the spirit of industry has scarcely been 
awakened, tends to excite it to activity. The disbursement at- 
tending them, diffuses the means of procuring those new grati- 
fications which they bring along ; and they increase the value of 
local property, by facilitating the removal of the produce. 

Tobacco is still a considerable branch of trade in Salonika ; but 
it is no longer of the consequence that was once ascribed to it : per- 
haps, too, the increasing demand for cotton, and the culture being 
less laborious and more productive, has tended to diminish the cul- 
tivation of the former. The value of what was sold in this district, 
five years ago, was reckoned at eighty thousand pounds sterling; 
but it does not now amount to two thirds of that sum. 

In Macedonia tobacco is sown in the month of March, and ga- 
thered in the month of August. The small leaves, near the top, are 
the first collected. The leaves of ordinary size and appearance are 
spread out, and dried in the fields ; but the better kind are hung on 
cords, and more carefully attended. When they are dried, bales are 
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formed^ tvhich, about the beginning of the year^ STe ready for ex-^ 
portation. Egypt consumes the chief part of the Salonika tobacco. 
Considerable quantities were formerly sent into Italy ; and the fine 
might yet be profitably introduced into England. Grenerally, how-' 
ever, the use of the plant has declined, owing, perhaps, in some 
remote degree, to the extreme activity to which the minds of mea 
have been of late excited. The pipe is the minister of indolence and* 
reverie. Snuffing, like the wearing of, hair-powder, begins, also, 
to be regarded as a dirty practice. 

. STATE op SOCIETy. 

Several of the principal Frank femilies, in Salonika, are of Eng* 
lish descent ; but the pleasures • of society here, as in every other 
place to which the French and British have still access together,' is' 
greatly impaired by the minute points to which the French system of 
hostility is carried. . As it is dangerous for a Frenchman to visit the 
friends of the British, a restless corrosive spirit of intrigue consumes* 
the cordiality of former intimates. 

It being the ramazan, during which the Turks abstain all day 
from every kind of refreshment, converting the day into night, there 
were several nocturnal amusements : among others, we heard of a 
comedy ta be performed by puppets, and made arrangements with 
our acquaintance to see the exhibition. It was rude and most inde-. 
cent, equal in every respect to the rites and mysteries with which 
the ancients worshipped Priapus. 

The inhabitants begin again to have some slight notion of public 
amusements. They have built a pavilion, close to the sea side, within* 
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a short and pleasant walk from the western gate of the city, to which, 
doling the summer, they make excursions to smoke. Over the gate 
leading to this place, there is a rude piisture of the triumphal entry 
of the Mahomedans into the town, and several ancient defaced 
marble heads placed, like those of traitors, above it. Before the walls 
were lately repaired, other sculjptures, of Roman origin, were visible, 
but they are now concealed or destroyed. 

Salonika, after Athens, possesses the best remains of antiquity 
that we had met with ; but none of them are in so pure a taste, nor 
so well preserved, as to tempt the attention of artists. 

In the course of walking round this city, we had occasion to pass 
through one of the cemeteries; but the horrible effluvia from the 
graves obliged us to alter our couroe. The Turks do not make use 
of cc^his. Having deposited the dead, they place over the body a 
few thin pieces of wood, and then cover it with earth. Heavy rain has 
often the effect of opening passages down to the putrifying mass, oc- 
casioning that pernicious and terrible smell which we experienced^ 
and to which may, in some degree, be attributed the frequency of 
pestilential diseases in Turkey. 

ORFANO. 

We left Salonika with more regret, than the passing stranger 
generally feek when he leaves a mere haltiog-place. We had re- 
ceived much kindness and hospitality during our stay, and were only 
long enough there to taste the enjoyments of society, without becom« 
ing sensible of the restraints and jealousies which have lessened them 
to the inhabitants. Our ride to Clissali wa^ through an open coun* 
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try. The distance^ at the post rate^ is seven hours^ but we per- 
formed it in four and a half. The Tartar whom we had. engaged to 
provide us with horses, and to guard us to Constantinople, was a 
good faithful man. He bore an excellent character among all the 
consuls ; and we found he deserved it. Being very pious, he kept 
the fast of the ramazan with exemplary severity, and he never passed 
a be^ar on the road without bestowing ahns. We invited hiqn, 
sometimes, to taste our punch, or wine ; but he told us that, he 
wished to go, after death, into paradise, and steadily refused. . I 
scarcely remember ever to have seen a more decorous and. 8eda.te 
character. We paid him eight hundred piastres, . and, he provided tw 
with nine horses. The distance is computed at three hundred and 
sixty miles ; and his pro6t, after defraying the expenses of his return, 
would, the consul informed us, be from two, hundred, to two hundred 
and fifty piastres — about fifteen pounds sterling. For tliis sum, he 
had to travel, in all, seven hmidred and twenty miles ; and the time 
occupied, would be about sixteen days. 

The khan at Clissali was one of the meanest houses in which we 
had yet lodged. The village itself is but a poor place, A few days 
before our arrival, (for our stay at Salonika was prolonged on ac- 
count of the passing of troops,) Vilhi Pashaw inspected his army 
here, which had accumulated to nearly twenty thousand men, chiefly 
Albanians. Though the passing of so large a force, mostly cavalry, 
could not but be a great drain on the country, we heard of no ex- 
cesses, except in some of the soldiers carrying away the saddles 
and bridles of the post-horses. 
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NcytwithetandiDg the uncomfortable state of our abode, we slepC 
soundly. About two hours before day, the Tartar roused us ; and^ 
with the light of the moon, we proceeded on our journey. The 
morning was clear, but, the ground being covered with hoar fix>st,, 
the air blew pinchingly cold. At sun-rise we were on the banks of 
an extensive lake. The southern banks appeared to be rural and 
well cultivated; but the northern, along which our road lay, con-^ 
sisted of steep hills, covered, to their summits, with trees and bushes. 
Leaving the lake behind, we entered a spacious romantic pass, be-> 
tween the mountains, through which a fine stream runs from the 
lake. At the entrance, the ruins of a picturesque fortress, which 
formerly, doubtless, was the sentinel, crowns the rocks and precipices 
on the right. This pass leads to an open plain, bounded by the sea, 
where the appearance of the scenery reminded me of the neighbour- 
hood of Luss, on the banks of Lochlomond. We halted for a few 
minuted near a fountain, overshadowed by a drooping willow ; and 
there is a similar kind of tree not far from the inn at Luss. It is thuil 
that^general recollections are excited by the view of particular objects. 
These pleasant similarities, discovered utiexpectedly in remote coun- 
tries, awaken a pensive pleasure, which travellers alone can know 
and appreciate. The views, in the course of the ride from this spot, 
were agreeably diversified, and the country seemed to be in an im- 
proving state. We were ferried across the Stremon ; near to which, 
fee saw the walls of an ancient fortress. At Salonika, « we had been 
led to believe that our road lay through the ruins of Philippi ; but 
the mistake had arisen from a belief that these walls belonged to 
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that city. We were, of course, a little disappointed ; but we did not 
think that the sight of Philippi would repay us for the trouble of 
seeking it. We, therefore, pursued our journey, ascending the 
mountains, at the bottom of which the ancient fortification is situ- 
ated. From the brow of the hills we had a delightful view of the 
pleasant valley and town of Orfano, situated below, and which we 
reached a few minutes before sunset. In riding into the town, we 
saw, in the cemetery, an old Turk, disconsolately stretched on a 
new tombstone, with a child in his arms. These people, notwith- 
standing their general haughtiness and arrogance, are frequently 
found with gentle and affectionate hearts. It was evident^ firom thfe 
circumstances, that this meditator among the tombs, was mourning 
a recent loss. 

On alighting at the khan, an old Turkish gentleman invited us 
into his room, until that allotted for us coidd be prepared. Being 
the ramazan, he had, of coarse, taken no refreshment ail day, but, 
the sun was on the point of setting, and he was all in readiness to 
begin. A kettle, for his coffee, was boiling on the fire, his pipe was 
filled ready to be lighted, and he had a gold snuff-box in his hand, 
ready to rap, the moment that the sun should be out of sight He 
told us that he had been twelve years governor of Livadia, where he 
had frequently been visited by English travellers, and that he was on 
his way to Constantinople, on confidential business of the bey of Salo* 
nika. He was exceedingly curious, like all the Turks, for ^ news; 
and, though odd and droll in his.peculianties, was a shrewd, sensi- 
ble man. If the Turks happen to be travelling when the ramazan 
commences^ they do not condider themselves as bound to keep it; 
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but^ if they have begun the fast, and undertake a jouraey beifore 
it 18 endedy they continue the discipline. The Turk, after John 
Bull^ i8 the most knowing keeper of fasts. He abstains with 
drowsy patience all the livelong day, but, in the nighty amply in- 
demnifies his stomach. John reverentially distinguishes his fasts by 
a dish of salt fish, with egg-sauce, in addition to the custcHoary beef 
and pudding. 

PREVOSTO. 

We rose very early, and were again mounted folly two hours be- 
fore day-light The air was exceedingly cold ; but the prospect of 
the valley, through which our road lay, as the sun ascended above the 
mountains, recompensed us for our suffering under the chill influence 
of the moon of the morning. I had seen no tract of equal length, since 
my departure from England, more beautiful. Nor is there any part of 
England itself in a higher state of cultivation. The fields were planted 
with tobacco and cottoh, and the hedges were neat, and well kept. 

Prevosto, like other towns in this part of the country, is walled, 
but certainly not fortified, for the walls are built without mwtar, and 
not thicker than a common garden inclosure. It is situated at the 
entrance into an open country, at the bottom of a dull rocky glen. 
It has a little manufactory of printed callicoes and dyed stufiB, and 
several of the shops make a respectable show. A small stream flows 
cheerfully through the principal street ; and, in general, for its ex- 
tent, it must be called a lively town. The population may be about 
three thousand souls. . 

Although the post at Prevosto is furnished with no less than one 
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hundred and fifty luMrses, none were to be had when we arrived, 
Vilhi Pashaw having put them in reqaisition. We found, in the khan, 
among other disappointed travellers, the old governor of Livadia, with 
whom we ^newed acquaintance. He ha[^ened to observe a bottle 
of rum in our apartment, and, in the evening, sent for a glass of it« 
Our room was the worst that we had ever met with. The roof was 
broken in, and the unplastered waUs presented the dens and abodes, 
no doubt, of scorpions and reptiles. We, however, found the means 
of making a sociable fire ; which, with the help of a comfortable 
supper, enabled us to sleep several hours, unmolested, though db- 
fenceless. The Tartar roused us at two o'clodc, horses having 
arrived. On inquiring for the governor, we found he hetd set o£f at 
midnight. 

YENIGJE. 

After quitting the gates, cnr, more properly, the doors of Pre- 
vosto, we formed ourselves into doee squadron, and rode Imskly : 
for, the Pashaw's army being in the neighbourhood, we dreaded 
deserters. As the day dawned, we found ourselves on the rocky 
heights, which overlook the island of Thasos, the ancient iBthress, 
so famous, of old, for its gold mines and excellent wine. 

At sunrise we reached Cavallo, a handsome town, situated on a 
promontory, inclosed with an embattled wall, and crowned widi an 
infirm castle. We did not stop here ; but, passing under the lofiy 
aqueduct, which consists of a double row of arches, descended on the 
plain on the east side of the promontory. We noticed, however, not 

1 1 
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far from the aqueduct^ two majrble aareapbogi, wbidi aerre as troughs 
to a fbimtaio. 

Cavallo is cooaidared^ in some sbrt^ as one of the ports of Adri- 
anopk. While we were passing the aqueduct, we fell in with a 
great body of horses, loaded with merchandize, on their way to that 
city. The plain on the east of Cavallo, partioulafiy in the Ticinity of 
the towti, is very respectably cultirated. Iiideed, generally, from 
Larissa, we found Ae state of the country greatly superior to our 
expe€}tatiQQs : for the most part, it would not have been ^lisreputable 
to the best kingdoms of Christendom. 

Soon alier leaving Cavallo^ we met a pashaw and a party of ca- 
valrj^ going to join Vilhi J^uihaw's army. The solemn dociKty of 
the Asiatic countenance proved their origin. The dress of the men 
being diiFerent from any other that we had seen, we conceived that 
they must have come from a remote province. We turned o£F the 
main road, to make way for them ; on which the Pashaw oame up, 
and, inquiring of the Tartar what we were, complimented us as 
we passed. 

Having crossed a spacious shallow stwam, our ride lay through 
an open forest of faeautilul glades and stately treesy from winch we 
passed upon an uncultivated waste, 'and reached, at stmset^ the laige 
village of Yenigee. We found the old governor arrived before us j 
and had scarcely alighted, when a crassy Venetian doctor came 
to pay us a visit* The governor, fatigued with his journey, felt 
somewhat unwell, and gave his pulse to be examined by the doctor ; 
hut soon perceiving, from his bald disjointed chat, that something 
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Xwtmg with the doctm himself^ he signiftcantiy tottched his 
head, and woald have nothing to do with him. He preferred to 
participate in our punch, and in the evening, afterwards, sent for a 
second supply of rum. Happening to look at our map, he informed 
us, that Spain was the country of the Jews, and that we were then 
trtivelling in Rumali [RomaliaJ. 

JUMEAGSNA. 

The Turkish inhabitants of the country fiir out-number the 
Christians, and their military character is much less conspicuous. 
We found them, in all the little offices requisite at the khans, and 
the different places where we had occasion to halt, willing to oblige, 
Und respectful for their reoompence. In the forenoon, our ride was 
through a flourishing tract of country, till we passed the ivied ruins 
of an extensive fortress, situated near the sea-shore. From that place, 
the road lay across an open waste, over which we saw the town 
of Jumergena, situated in the midst of a grove of lofty trees, through 
the branches of which, the towars of a castle formed, with the mi- 
nerets, a pleasant prospect, reminding us of the view of some of the 
old substantial market-towns of England. Nor was the impression 
of the <fistant appearance lessened as we approached. On the skirts 
of the town, the road, well made and spacious, was shaded with 
trees, and lined with hedges ; and, on entering the gate, we were 
agreeably surprised with the opulent show in the streets. Many of the 
houses were new, the shops were numerous and well filled, and we 
passed a very considerable dyery of cloths and cotton stuiFs, which 
are manufectured in the town. The khan at which we halted was 
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also the best that we had seen^ and the postiUions aetiTe cfaeerfiij 
fellows ; indeed, every thing abont Jumergena was prosperous amL 
superior. 



FERRI. 

It was two o'clock in the afternoon when we mounted ; and, al- 
though we had been eight hours on the road, we had still a journey 
of ten more, of the post-rate, to perform ; but the Tartar informed 
us, that we might hope to do it in six. We had not proceeded far, 
when we met an express Tartar from Constantinople, which he had 
left only the day before. In less than thirty-six hours he had come 
fully two hundred miles, and would not rest till he reached Salonika. 
Our pOsdllions and Ts^rtar, after takii^ leave of him, for they halted 
to inquire the news, emulated his speed ; and, in less than the half 
of our journey, we found that we had gmned more than an hour 
and a half* 

We halted for a few minutes at a little coffee-house on the skirts 
of a village at the bottom of the ridges of Mount Rhodope. The road 
from Jumergena had been a gradual ascent ; and we were not aware 
of the height that we had attained, till, looking back on the plain, 
from the coffee-house, we found ourselves already greatly elevated. 
The mountains, rocky and steep, which we had still to ascend, were 
here and there shagged with brushwood, and afforded no pas- 
turage. The Tartar, finding by his watch, that the sun would 
still be some time above the horizon, instead of waiting for the 
setting, mounted, and took a burning stick in his hand to light 
his pipe. 
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When we reached the top of the mountaitis, the region beyond 
was afaready in shadow ; but, on looking back on the vast plain 
which we had travelled, the sun was Btill in sight, and presented a 
most magnificent spectacle. Tlie clouds around him shone like alps 
of solid fire, and his orb appeared only like a more intense spark in 
the midst of the burning. In the course of a few seconds he disap- 
peared; and, before we left the top of the ridge, the clouds had lost 
much of their splendour. 

The Tartar lighted his pipe ; and, beginning to sing, we pro- 
ceeded, with abated speed, to descend. 

For some time the road lay through bushes and briers ; but, as 
we advanced, we found oarselves entering among trees, and were, 
finally, involved in the labyrinths of a dose forest, the nodding 
horror of which was considerably enhanced by the shadows of the 
twilight The descent, along the side of a precipitous declivity, was 
every moment becoming steeper. 

The Tartar ceased to sing ; and we rode compactly and rapidly. 
The frequent turnings of the path induced the postillions, now 
and then, to halloo, in order to prepare other travellers for our ap- 
proach, and to keep up their own courage. In the intervals, we 
went on in silence. At length, a shrill whistle was heard at a 
distance. Without slackening our speed, we pressed forward, and 
hurried down the descent. 

In the thicket, as we passed, we observed two horsemen, dis- 
mounted, holding their horses. We went by them without speaking. 
Soon after, a spark happened to glance from the hoof of the 
Tartar's horse immediately before me, and shewed, through an 
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we were on the brink of a tremendous precipice. There was just 
enough of twilight to shew the trees which hung from the sides 
at a great depth below ; and a lower deep still opening. I turned 
iround to desire my friend to lock down. He was riding unguardedly 
on the very edge. 

From this place the descent was so rapid and headlong, that we 
could scarcely keep our saddles, till we reached the bed of an oc-^ 
casional torrent. Soon after, we arrived at a little coffee-house, 
kept by two Turkish hermits. We halted to let the horses breathe ; 
and the old men, who had a blazing fire, made coffee for us. 
While we were resting, our interpi?eter, who had gone to fetch water 
from a fountain which he had heard gushing behind the house, 
returned suddenly, with amazement in. his eyes. The Tartar, at the 
same moment, drew his sword; and one of the hermits, taking a 
brand from the fire, we all sallied forth to behold — a sumptuous 
fountain, with four laige well^scoured brass cocks, discharging a 
copious flow of the puifest water* The Tartar had drawn his sword 
to split a piece of pine which he lighted as we mcmnted, and carried 
as a torch to shew our ivay down the bed of the torrent, which we 
found was also our course. The heights from which we had de* 
acendc^ now beetled over us ; and, for more than an hour of smart 
riding, we found ourselves in the bottom of a dismal and terrific 
chasm, which fully realized all the ideas that I had formed of the 
rocks and caverns of Thrace. 

.Thei)imnes8 of the star-light, when we issued upon the open 
tx>untry, prevepted us from forming any idea of our situation ; but^ 
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from the long time that we had been m descending, we concluded 
that we had reac^d the foot of the mountains, till we discovered the 
illuminated minerets of the little town of Ferri far below. Never 
were travellers more sensible of the blessings of an inn than we were 
on reaching a small coffee-house, where we found a lively fire, and 
the old governor of Livadia asleep. 

KASSAR* 

In the morning the governor was again off befiH-e us* As usual, 
we had a rid^ before the dawn. When the sun roee, we found ourselvesr 
in an open pastoral country. At Maira, a town gone into decay, we 
changed horses. The remains of an aqueduct and fortifications 
are the Sionuments of its former importance. We were ferried across 
the Hebrus in a large square vessel, and it was dark b^ore we 
reached Kassah* As this town stands on very elevated gi*ound, we 
were long deceived by the lights of the minerets, which seemed to 
retreat as we approached. The gates were shut for the night before 
we arrived ; but the Tartar persuaded the guard to admit us. The 
khan we found almost entitled to the epithet of handsome. It 
was thronged vrith travellers; and we were but indiflferently ac* 
commodated. 

The late governor of Kaissah had his head struck off for ex- 
tortions which he had committed on the Christians, who form the 
major part of the inhabitants. Like the towns, in general, through- 
out Romatia, Kassah is surrounded by a wall of no strength. It is, 
however, flanked by a battalion of not less than fifty of Don Quixote's 
giants, \dio, as we left the town, were brandishing their arms^ 
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and gallantly fighting with the wiud for blowing in their faces. 
Our ride^ for the greatest part of the day^ was exceedingly dull ; 
for pastoral scenery, like pastoral poetry, always fills me with 
languid ideas. 

THE LAT£ HASSAN CAPTAIN PASHAW. 

We changed horses at Mulgara, a large town, smitten with 
decay. Several handsome moschs are the monuments of its departed 
opulence. It was our intention to reach Rhodosto that evening, but 
our horses proved Tery bad ; we, therefore, stopped at a village 
prettily situated in a rural valley, where we found a tolerable cofiee« 
house, the walls of which were decorated with a hideous hieroglyphic, 
' which, we were told, was the portrait of the fSunous Hassan Captain 
Pashaw, whom Le Chevalier says he has seen sitting, with a pipe 
in his mouth, and his elbow resting on a young lion, giving his 
orders at the arsenal of Constantinople, This extraordinary man 
Mras originally a waiter in a coffee-room in Gallipoli ; and, being of 
a surly nature, he quarrelled with one of his companions, and killed 
him. Obliged to fly, he went to Algiers, where, having distin- 
guished himself by his bravery, the dey made him a governor of a 
fortress, in which he was taken prisoner by the Spaniards, and 
carried a slave to Malaga. Some years after, obtaining his liberty, 
he went to Constantinople, where he was made a captain in the 
navy. In the battle of Tchesmai he boarded a Russian ship, blew 
her up with his own, and saved himself by swimming. On re- 
turning to the capital, he %vas made Captain Pashaw ; and he pro- 
posed to the Sultan to drive the Russians from the isle of Lemnos^ 
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which he accompfished with his characteristic intrepidity. When* 
ever any part of the empire revolted^ it was Hassan that punishedl 
He chastised the beys of Egypt^ atidkilkd^ with hisdwn hand^ a 
Pashaw of Syria, who had- dared to pretend to independence. But 
the most sigtial act of his vengeance, was the h<^blq slaughter 
which he made of the inhabitants of the Morea, who had ^embraced 
the cause of the^ Ruls^ans. Not^ ki his haram was he less inex* 
otable than in the business of the emph^. One of his women wu 
detected pilfering. Th^ first offetice he pardoned ;' but, after the se^^ 
cond, he chopped oflp her hands. 

We intended to have slept in the e^ee-hotxse, and had our beds 
made ; but, after supper, a number • of obstreperous Turkish peai» 
sants came in to spend the n^bt^ and began to mdie so much mirdi 
and noise that we were obliged to remove into the stable^ whfere we 
found a snug nook on a platform appropriated for merchandize, and 
slept soundly till four o'clock in the morning. At day-light we were 
delighted to find ourselves again in a cultivated country. It was our 
original intention only to. breakfast in Rhodosto; but we found a 
khan no way inferior t6 a good country inn in England, and the town 
much more considerable and interesting than we had been led 
to expect. 

RHODOSTO. 

The population of Rhodosto cannot, I think, be less liian twenty 
thousand souls. We were told that it contained fourteen thousand 
houses ; but this was certainly aix exaggeration. It isy however, a large 
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town* Several of the coffee-houses equal in neatness the ordinary 
ones of Lond<Mi. 

When the Turks and Russians are at peace, Rhodosto enjoys a 
brisk trade. It exports, annually, to the Black Sea, about fif);een 
hundred pipes of wine, part of which resembles white Lisbon ; but 
the red is weaker and inferior. This is the only wine-district in 
the Turkish dominions where I have found the tartar of the lees 
turned to any account. Here, though in a very impure state, it is 
in so much request, that the price is seldom under thirty shillings the 
hundred weight. A small quantity of madder is annually dug, of a 
quality not much inferior to that of Smyrna. Cotton, also, is culti- 
vated in the neighbourhood ; and provisions of all kinds are plentiful 
and cheap. The inhabitants appeared to be uncommonly tall, with 
very fair complexions. They have the reputation of being indus- 
trious and civil. 

SELIVRIA. 

We left our comfortable khan about two hours before day-light 
On leaving the town we passed a field in which a great number of 
waggons had been ranged in a circle for the night. Instead of 
horses, oxen and buffaloes are used, in carriages of all descriptions, 
in this part of Turkey. Those belonging to the waggons had been 
roaming all night. The carriers were calling aloud to them to return; 
and they were obeying, with all their habitual deliberation and gravity. 

Our. ride, for the greatest part of the way to Selivria, was along 
the shores of the Marmora. We passed nothing remarkable, till 
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we reached the neighbourhood of this town^ where there is a low 
ateiie bridge, of at least thirty arches, built across a marshy hollow. 
As the bridge has the appearance of being well stricken in years, I 
should not be surprised to hear it proved to have been a work of the 
emperors. The Turks consider temporary convenience more than 
durable utility, or permanent ornament, in their public works. 

Selivria stands on the western side of a promontory, overlooking 
a small bay. On our entrance into the town, we found the streets 
full of soldiers, and ^ large train of artillery — a present, as our in- 
terpreter sarcastically observed, to the Russians. The cannon were 
new, and uncommonly handsome ; and the waggons were as neatly 
and well-made as those of Woolwich. 

In order to arrive betimes in Constantinople, we were on the 
road before two o'clock in the morning ; so that we had not an op- 
portunity of examining if there are any remains of the long wall, 
which, anciently, reached from the Propontis to the Euxine. We 
passed, on the road, several large bands of soldiers returning tired 
from the Grrand Vizier's army, and met recruits going forth to join 
it. The Turkish army is composed of volunteers, who go and come 
from the war as they please. 

We crossed, by a chain of handsome stone bridges, a long shal- 
low arm of the sea, that extends several miles into the country, and 
rested at a khan in the village of Booyook-checkmej^ [Greatbridge]. 
While we were breakfasting, several of the deserters arrived. We 
inquired why they had left the war ; and one of them very sensibly 
said, because it was much harder work than to toil in the fields ; 
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adding^ ^^^ he wduld rather be a slave io die Rnssiaiis^ and sweat 
for them, than be so harassed and exposed to the loss of liodbs 
and^! 

Fsom Gieatbridge the road is carried up a steep hill^ on the brow 
of which there is a dim and distant view of Constantinople. The in- 
tervening conntiy appesired like an open wokAy stndded, however, 
here and there, with villages, but ^^ few and &r betwe^i/' The road 
was paved, and very rough. We halted, for a few minutes, at the 
town of Kootchook-checkme|i^ [Littlebridge], which stands on the 
side of another arm of the sea. On asc^iding the heights, the 
whole extejat of Constantinople appeared in sight, and seemed to 
increase in grandeur, as it did in greatness. 

The domes of the chief moschs were the fiist things that the 
eye detached &om the mass of olyects; then the grim castle of the 
seven towers ; and, finally^ the innumerable 'kniderets, interspersed 
among shapely cypresses, and other trees of m<Nre cheerful foliage^ 
But,, unlike the approach to London, where the gay variety of 
villus and gardens, and the lively emulation of innumerable chariots 
and horaepten, ead]iilarate the spirits, the traveller passes on to the 
very gates of Constantinople, irrei^tibly disposed to moralize on 
thfe vanity of human aflbirs. He hears nothing like that continuous 
sounds the voice of London, which is heard so far off; but all is 
melancholy and solemn. The road lies through fields of sepulchres ; 
the walls are covered with ivy ; the towers are nodding to their 
&I1 ; and the great upas tree, of Ottoman despotism^ is approached 
wiijji sadnciss and awe. As we entered the gates, the echoes mur* 
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^lnred so duoaajly^ and every obgect bore auch an aspect of de<* 
solation^ that I experienced something like an obtose feeling of 
apprehension *— 

'^ How these antique towers 
And vacant counts chill the suspended soul^ 
Till expectation wears the cast of fear^ 
And fear> half ready to become devotion^ 
Mumbles a kind of mental orison^ 
It blows not wherefore." 

HORACE WALPOLE. 



CX)NSTANnNOPLE. 

The extent and grandeur of this famous metropolis have been 
greatly ex^gerated. Instead of beings according to some travellers^ 
twenty English miles in circumference, I doubt if it be near twelve. 
Were the port, with the channel, of the Bosphorus, reduced to the 
breadth of the Thames, perhaps, with all Galata, Pera, and Scutari, 
Constantinople would not be equal to two-thirds of London; and it 
is not, like London, surrounded with a radiance of villages. 

In order not to give way, without some countenance of fact, to 
an opinion so contrary to the received, I left my lodgings near the 
Austrian palace, walked to the artillery barracks opposite to the 
seraglio point, and embarked, for the purpose ci making the circuit of 
the ci<y« I was rowed down. to the sultan's shamblesji below the 
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Castle of the Se^en TowetB; landed there; and/ walking, Idurarely^ 
along the outside of the walls, to the harbour, I embarked a second 
time, and wfe again put ashore at the Arsenal, from which I walked 
home* Deducting stoppages, it appeared, that the circuit of Con- 
stantinople, the seraglio, and gardens, with all that part of the har- 
bour which is occupied by the trading-vessels, the town of Galata, 
and a considerable part of Pera, was made in little more than three 
hours and a half. The boats were not rowed with any remarkable 
speed ; the wind was contrary, in going to the Seven Towers ; and the 
badness of the road and pavements obliged me to walk very slowly. 

POPULATION. 

The population of Constantinople has been as much ovor-rated 
as the dimensions. Those who visit only the bazars must fall into a 
great error ; for the appearance in them fully answers the ideas tliat 
are commonly entertained of the population. In the upper parts of 
the town, and in the streets not leading immediately to the markets 
of merchandize and provisions, there is no bustle, but, in many 
places, an air of desolation. 

In southern climates, as the handicraftsmen work in open shops, 
a greater proportion of the inhabitants are visible, than with us. In 
Constantinople, the workshops are generally open to the streets. 
Considering the stir in Palermo, the height of the buildings, and the 
huddling manner in which the major part of the inhabitants live 
there, and comparing them with the appearance, generally, of Con- 
stantinople, the structure of the houses, and the domestic economy 
of the Turks, I am almost inclined to think, that the capital of 
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Sicily contains ten times the number, to the square mile, that Constan- 
tinople, does. If there be a million in London and its suburbs, there 
certainly is not half that number in the whole of the Ottoman metro- 
polis, including Scutari, as well as Galata and Pera, with all the 
other little dependencies connected with them, but known to the injha- 
bitants by other names. 

APPEARANCE OF THE CITY. 

The superb distant prospect of Constantinople only serves to 
render more acute the disappointment, which arises from its interior 
wretchedness. The streets are filthy, narrow, and darkened by the 
overhanging houses. Few of the buildings are constructed of stone 
or bridl. The whole habitable town, indeed, may be described, as 
composed either of lath and plaster or of timber. The appearance of 
the houses is mean ; and many of them are much decayed. The 
state of the capital accords with the condition and decline of the 
empire. 

Constantinople, seen from the harbour, greatly resembles Lon- 
don, seen from the Thames. If it has no single feature comparable 
to St. Paul's cathedral, the great moschs are splendid edifices ; and 
the efiect of the whole view is greatly superior to any that can be 
taken of London. 

SEBA6I.IOS. 

The grand seraglio of the s\iltan presents a confused assemblage 
of objects, houses, domes, trees, and pavilions. Many of the domes are 
surmounted with gilded ornaments, and the view is very elegant; ^ 
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but there is do central pcant of grandeur for tlie eye to reist on. Hie 
spectacle^ however^ tends to fill the mind with the fictitious images 
of Oriental pomp. 

During my stay in Constantinople, no fcH:eign ambassador had' 
occasion to be presented to the svdtan ; I had not, therefore, an pp- 
portunity of seeing the state apartments ; and the ladies haying ppn^e 
in from the summer-palace, permission to see the other chambers of 
the inner court could not be procured. But a gentleman, who once 
obtained access into the interior of the seraglio, has described the 
haram to me as consisting of very ordinary apartments. The floor of 
the principal room was covered with four English Brussels carpets, of 
different patterns ; and, in another, he saw a number of Eqglish en- 
gravings. But nothing either ^^ rich or strange" seemed |0 have 
struck his fancy : I have, therefore, concluded, that it was about as 
consonant to the town, as the town is to the empire. 

The pavilion in which the sultan receives the public visits of the 
captain pashaw, is not difficult of access. It is a neat little square 
edifice, surrounded with a colonnade of unpolished marble, and 
crowned with a dome. It stands on the outside of the ancient em^ 
battled wall of the gardens, looking towards Pera. The cieling, be- 
tween the pillars and the inner building, is divided into quadi^tures, 
painted dark blue. The divisions ar^ gilded, and the walls are 
encrusted with porcelain and marble. Here the sultan reposes on a 
throne of silver, lulled by the murmur of the sea, the hum of the 
cities, and the sound of a fountain that pla^s at his feet — ^Notwith- 
standing all the glitter, and the costly splendour of the throne, few 
travellers would prefer this pavilion to the temples in the gardens of 
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Stowe. Nevertheless, it is. a work of taste, for it is consistent in all 
its parts, and the subordination of parts is well preserved ; but ther^ 
is no object presented to the imagination. The guards admitted us, 
on asking them, as we happened to pass in a boat« 

I vbited also, with a friend, a summer-palace op the banks of the 
Lycus, where there is a similar, but less splendid pavilion, and a haram, 
to which, as we were informed, tlie late sultan Selim sometimes carried 
his ladies. As the haram is no longer used, the servants, who had 
chai^ of the building, readily admitted us into the apartments. 
They are, no doubt, much inferior to those of the grand seraglio^ 
but they may be considered as furnishing a criterion by which to judge 
of them. The mansion itself is lath and plaster, fantastically painted.; 
and the rooms are arranged along the sides of galleries. The inte- 
rior has more the appearance of an extensive English inn, th|tn of a 
palace. The apartment, or, as it perhaps should be called, the 
drawing-room of the principal sultana, i6 only twenty-one feet long, 
fifteen broad, and about ten in height. The ornaments were in no 
other respect remarkable, except in being clumsily carved, and gaudily 
gilded. I was diverted by the design of a landscape in one of the 
other chambers. It represented a gulph opening to the ocean. The 
surfisice of the sea was covered with boats, and the land adorned 
with moschs and villages. In the foreground was a stately bridge, 
through which the waters of the ocean were seen flowing, and 
tumbling down in foaming cascades. The baths of the ladies are 
small closets, about ten £eet square, rudely paved with unpolished 
marble, and, so far from being elegant, they scarcely deserve to be 
called iieat * 
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The grounds roand this palace have great ^^capabilities;'' bat 
they are in a slovenly rude state. In the little adornment that art has 
attempted on them, a flagrant bad taste is evident. The waters of 
one of the branches of the Lycus are conducted into a straight canal^ 
where they form two cascades, by rushing over a number of marble 
basons, in the shape of laige sliells. At each side of the upper of 
these two waterfalls, stands a little temple, like a parrot's cage, in 
one of ^ whidi we saw a Turk, saying his prayers. Below the seoood 
cateract, opposite to the windows of the pavilion, four large copper 
eels, twisted together, seem to have started up in the middle of the 
stream for the express purpose of spouting water. A Frenchmaoy 
I ihave been told, was the designer of the cascades and the eels. 

There are several summer palaces on the banks of the Bosphoms* 
Taken ^together, the residences of the sultan form a truly imperial 
establishment : but the art of the landscape-gardener is unknown at 
Constandnople ; and the finest scenery in the wwld is nather 
valued nor adnttrod* 

BUILDINGS. 

The chief moschs are the great ornaments of this capital; but, 
though' stately structures, it is impossible to look at them long 
without being disposed to think of old-fashioned cupboards, where 
punch-bowls, turned upside-down, are surrounded with inverted 
tea-cups, pepper-boxes, and candlesticks. 

Mr. Canning having procured a firman, to allow the British 
travellers to visit the moschs, we assembled early in the morning, 
and, followed by a crowd of other curious strangers, who availed 
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themselves of the opportunity^ proceeded to the celebrated St. Sophia. 
I hfuji been there^ privately^ before ; for^ by paying five piastres to 
the door^keqiersy strangers may be admitted into the gallenes« 
Though it is pretended that the view from them is greatly inferior 
to what is seen from the area below, it is still sufficient to satisfy ail 
the common desires of curiosity. 

The present exterior of this building has no architectural sym- 
metry. It consists of clumsy buttresses, raised to preserve it from, 
the effects of the earthquakes that have so often threatened it with 
total ruin ; and they conceal the whole of its original form. 

The interior, however, is very grand. The dome being shallower 
than that of St. PauUs, has the appearance of being larger. The 
suf^rters of the dome are so arranged, as to make the general effect 
resemble, in some degree, a vast pavilion ; but, as a work of scientific 
art, the St. Sophia must be considered as a very clumsy structure^ 
The ornaments of the capitals of the columns seem designed ratheir 
to imitate feathers than the acanthus, and the native beauty of Ae 
marbles is not enriched by any shew of taste or skill. In point of 
workmanship, it is immensely inferior tg Westminster Abbey. Ten 
thousand men are said to have been employed in the construction of 
the St. Sophia, and nearly six years were consumed in completing 
it. The most remarkable of its ornaments are eight columns of red 
porphyry, which Aurelian placed, originally^ in the Temple of the 
Sun, and eight others of green porphyry, a gift from the magistrates 
of Ephesus. It is two hundred and sixtyi^nine feet long^ and two. 
hundred and forty*three brpad. 
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From the St, Sophia we went to the mosch of Sultan Acbmeti 
which occupies one side of the ancient hippodrome. In extgrnal 
appearance it greatly excels the other j and the effect of the dim 
religious light of the stained (not painted) windows, is very fine. 
We also visited three of the other great moschs ; but the uniformity 
which we found in them soon satiated our curiosity. There is little 
in these buildings that an artist would think it worth his while to 
study ; and their uniformity was, to me, exceedingly tiresome. At 
Sultan Soliman's we halted. It is famous for having been th^ 
theatre of a terrible uproar, occasioned by the insolence and folly 
of a Russian ambassador, and the drove that attended him. Pre* 
suming on their privilege and protection, without regarding the 
Turks, who happened, at the time, to be praying, they went about 
measuring and making a noise, which so provoked the disturbed 
worshippers, that they rose in a fury, chased them from the mosch, 
kicking and thrashing the disturbers with an indignation which 
religious zeal and political animosity combined to heighten. The 
sultan, on being informed of the affair, sent to the ambassador, and 
persuaded him to pocket the afiront with about fifteen hundred 
pounds sterling. 

SCHOOLS. 

As in Christendom during the dark ages, any learning that exists 
among the Turks, is possessed by the priesthood. The schools 
attached to the moschs founded by the sultans, may be regarded, as 
institutions similar to the colleges which were formerly connected 
with the Roman Catholic cathedrals. Several are supported by 
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revenues arising from certain villages or territorial endowments ; but 
they chiefly depend on allowances from the public income of the state. 
In the time of the late Selim, the academies were liberally main- 
tained, and the progress of instruction was rapid; biit since the 
revolution by which he was deposed, the necessities of the govern- 
ment have abridged the maintenance of the public instructors. In 
the time of Selim, a Switz mathematician, who had been recom- 
mended by a British minister, was paid at the rate of five and 
twenty pounds per month. His salary was afterwards augmented to 
thirty-five ; but the native teachers were never so munificently 
rewarded. The occasional encouragement of foreign professors df 
l^nowledge, seems requisite to the improvement of nations. 

HOSPITAL.S. 

There are two hospitals in Pera for the plague ; and, in Constan- 
tinople, several for ordinary invalids. Except one for the insane, I be- 
lieve that all the others are supported by the Christians. I visited the 
Turkish bedlam. The building, on the outside, is plain and simple ; 
but the court, around which the cells are constructed, is built of 
marble, and the arcades reseinble those of the Royal Exchange of 
London. Never having seen the interior of a 'mad-house, I was 
greatly shocked. Several of the patients, almost entirely naked, 
were fastened by chains fixed to iron collars round their necks, and 
sat M the grating of their windows, like savage animals in cages. 
The rooms were cleanly enough ; and I could not avoid noticing, that 
all the patients had learnt to ask money, except one, who appeared 
to be depraved beyond the power of description to delineate. In one 
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of the cells, a young man, who was in a state of stupid tqelaiicholy^ 
^d out his hand instinctively. His face was pale, and his featwes 
awuned a slight cast of curiosity when we entered ; but there was no 
speculation in his eyes. One of his friends, who had come to see 
hipi, was using a number of artij&ces to attract his attention ; but he 
continued, i^Bgardlessly, to glai?& In another cell, we met several 
ladies, with their slaves and children, diverting themselves at the 
expence of a merry madman. A young Turk, who was with tbem^ 
Qol|ected paras fw the ejitertainment. A more fecetious lunatic, as 
we passed the door of his room, invited us to enter. His couiite* 
nance was cheerful, and he professed to he contented. 

The physician of this hospital was an cdd, and, as &r as berad 
served, a venerable personage. He told us, that there were four 
great classes of insanity, distinguished by their causes : 

First, Madness, which c^une from fevers. 

Second, Melancholy, which came from the fires in the city, m 
other great misfortunes. 

Third, Phantasy, which oaque fix>m wroi^ conqeptions of thp 
ipiagination. 

Fourth, Fits of Delirium^ whidt were produced by the nwgjcal 
devices of enemies. 

The first kind of insanity, he assured us, was rarely cured ; but 
the second and third, often and easily. The fourth, however, was 
incurable, unless the enchanter could be discovered, and obliged to 
break up his spell ! 
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THE PliAGUE. 

When the great population of this town is considered, the 
narrowness of the streets, the quantity of patrid matter ccmstantly 
Ijifag in them, and the covered bazars excluding the fresh air, it is not 
siriprizing, in a climate subject, occasionaUy, to extreme heats, that 
the inhabitante should often be visited by pestilence. The nature of 
the plague, as fer as I am aUe to judge, is still very imperfectly knowif 
in Turkey. The terror wfaidli the very name inspires, is a sufficinit 
proof that few have hidi the courage to examine it attentively. The 
infixed are shunned with abhorrence, and the dread of the contagion 
seems to preclude the hope of its eflects being properly investigated. 
The substance of the information that I collected from a petson who 
had endured the disease, and attended the infected for some time, in 
one of the hospitals, is as follows : 

The symptom first perceived by the patient, is a painM sensation, 
resembling the pricking of a lancet, or the sting of an insect The 
sensation is so sharp, that, if it takes place, in sleqp, it never iails 
to awaken the person. Soon after, an obtuse pain is fid^t in the 
head, a fever ensues, and, in the course of four and twenty hours, 
tumours make their appearance in the groin and armpits. If the 
disease is to prove fatal, the patient never again falls asleep, but the 
fever and tumours increase till he dies : otherwise, the head-ache and 
fever abate at the end of the four and twenty hours, and he enjoys 
repose. Death generally takes place before the suppuration of the 
tumours : when the suppuration has arrived at maturity, death is noti 
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apprehended ; but it is a mistake to suppose that the patient, after 
recovery, is not agun liable to the disease. 

There are several kinds of the plague, and only one <^ them 
secures the patient from subsequent attacks. Perhaps it would be 
more correct, to consider this kind as the. full developement of the 
distemper. It is called the King of the Pest, from being attended 
with a remarkable eruption on the spot where the patient first felt 
the infection : this name is derived from the eruption, to which, 
indeed, it is particularly applied. The King makes its appearance at 
the same time as the tumours, and grows to maturity with them. 
After suppuration, it protrudes a quantity of corrupted fle3h, which is 
cut off, and which the Greeks preserve, dividing it among their 
friends, who believe that the wearing of it will secure them from 
infection. There is no instance of any one dying with the King of 
the Pest, or of being a second time infected. If ever the disease is 
to be prevented by inoculation » perhaps it is from the matter of this 
eruption. 

The great preventive of the contagion, is the interruption of 
intercourse ; bat there is a species of vinegar, which, when drawn 
up into the nostrils, is supposed to afford no small degree of security. 
It is called the vinegar of the four thieves, having been invented by 
four wretches of Marseilles, who, during the great plague there, 
entered and plundered the infected houses with impunity. This fact 
seems to be universally admitted, that strong odours are of great 
utility in the prevention of the disease ; the obvious inference from 
4l^hich is, that proper ftunigations would reduce its violence. Fruits 
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and humid sabsianoes, do not retain or communicate the infection ; 
but all dry substances^ and living animals, convey it ; and the latter 
are liable, themselves, to the disease, the symptoms and progress 
of which are similar to those which take place on the human subject. 
In the course of the malady, the patient must carefully abstain firom 
gross food of every kind, and also from crude fruits, living sparingly, 
on the most meagre diet 

BARRACKS, 

The barracks of the janizaries, and of the sailors, are large and 
handsome buildings, equal, both in appearance and neatness, to any 
in England. The arsenals are also worth seeing, although they do 
not furnish any thing for a descriptive pen. The dry dock waar 
constructed, in the reign of the late Selim, by a Swedish engineer, 
who was, at the time, liberally encouraged; but has since been 
neglected. In the dock-yard I saw a number of Russian prisoners 
employed on the public works. Would it not be more truly humane, 
for the nations of Christendom, instead of cooping up prisoners of 
war in caatles and guardships, to turn their strength to some account ; 
preserving in this a just respect for the differences of rank and station. 
I £d not hear that the Turks exacted from their prisoners any extra- 
ordinary hlbour; but, on the contrary, I was told, that, having 
divided them into bands, the divisions alternately relieved each other. 

THE BRITISH PALACE. 

Among the public buildings of this capital, the residence of the 
British minister is one of the most conspicuous. It stands in a 

M M 
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laige inj^losore, that might be ooDverted Into sooMthing like a 
pleasure ground ; and, both iu the external and internal arcytecture, 
resembles an &iglish manorial mansion. The chief expense of this 
edifice was defrayed by the Ottoman government, in commemoration * 
of the dekvery of Egypt It may, therefore, as such, be coneidcared 
as a monument of a splendid and magnanimous transaetkixu 

Among the many aggressions of the French, the seizure of Egypt 
is considered not the least. But, here, it is generally allowed, that 
they actually had permission for the invasion. Complaints had been 
made, by the DirecttMry, of insults and hardships which the French 
merchants had suffered from the governors of Egypt; and the 
gpvemment here excused itsdtf, by alleging the rebellious state of 
the province. It was not till after the battle of the Nile, that the 
Turks considered the invasion of Egypt as an aggression, or thought 
of war. 



BAZARS. 

Hie Bazacsare of great lengdi, commonly about twenty feet in 
widkh, lighted from* die roo^ vnth recesses on each side, in wlndbb 
the metchandiae is displayed. Each recess is a shop, and the hand-- 
are surmounted with little domes. The shopkeepers sit 
^legged, on platforms, in front of their goods. The platforms 
jcrve also for counters. In many of the bazars the shops have small 
ware-rooms behind. The Greek and Armenian merchants retire to 
their private houses before sunset; the Turks generally earlier; and 
the gatss are dosed before dark. 
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The bazars, for tke most part, are the property of companiee, 
who let out die shops to the merchants. Several belong to the go- 
vernment, and are farmed by individaals and oompsmies. 

The roofs of two or diree of the bazara are supported by piUars, 
the rdics of the ancient forum and porticos. In looking aloog these 
colonnades, I was reminded of the appearance of the long vistas of 
pillars which Wood and Dawkins have given in their views of 
Palmyra ; and which are, probably, die ruins of her bazars, and not 
the remains of temples and palaces. The capitid of Zenobta owed 
its magnificence to commeroe. Situated at m txmvenient distance, 
between the gulf of Persia and the Mediterranean^ it was the 
grand resort of the caravans which conveyed the oriental loxuiws to 
tihe Roman nations. 

In the midst of the deserts, and under a soorching sun, tfaer 
inhabitants of Palmyra mnst have had reeoune to artificial shades. 
Through all diese soudiem and eastern countries, the p pa cli ue of 
arranging the shops under i^ds, and in bazan, is so universal, dmt it 
cannot be doubted to have prevailed in Palmyra. 

Strangers, irom the appearance in the bazars, are apt to i)e as 
much deceived with reject to the ricjws of diis capital, as widi the 
populadon. A vast quantity of opened merchandize is at bnce 
presented to the eye ; for a bazar is a great ware-room, in which the 
stocks of many appear as t^e property of one. IVo{de accurtomed 
to the detaehed shops of London, large and opulent as they are, 
cannot pass, for the first time, dirough the bazars of Constantinople, 
without an emotion of surprize; but, when, in subsequent visits, 
the shops are considered individually, and the probable value of their 
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eontento is estimated^ with the number of persons apparently inte- 
rested in them, the stock will be found, comparatively very small. 

The bazar of the jewellers is one of the places where the erroneous 
impression of Ottoman wealth is most likely to be deepest made. 
On applying for a trinket, the stranger is immediately beset by a 
crowd, exhibiting their glittering temptations in so many various 
forms, that the visions of Aladdin seem realizing before him. Golden 
coffee cups, encrusted with diamonds and rubies, a whole spring of 
flowers made of the same gorgeous gems, and stars sufficient to 
furnish out another hemisphere, are displayed in rapid succession. 
If none of the patterns please, the Brazils and Golconda seem to 
'«hower their unset jewels for selection. But, though all this is 
much superior to the exhibition of any one shop in London, yet, 
when it is considered, that a single coffee cup, a star, and a flower, 
with two or three loose diamonds, constitute the whole stock of the 
most re^ctable lapidary, the delusion vanishes, and the stranger is 
more apt to wonder how so many people can live by the trade, than 
to admire the multitude of the riches. Constantinople has nothing 
comparable to the shops of the silversmiths in London. 

The bazar appropriated for the sale of military accoutrements is 
said to be the richest in the city ; and I was told, that the merchants 
belonging to it have certain special corporate privileges. When any 
of them die, the fortune of the deceased is given out at interest among 
the members of the society, until his children are capable of judging 
for themselves; and the society, as a body, is responsible for the 
capital, and payment of the interest. 
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ANTIQUITIES. 

In so great a dty as Constantinople^ and which'^as suffered less 
from its conquerors than is generally thought^ there cannot but be 
many curious remains, that travellers neither hear of nor have oppor- 
tunities of seeing. Without attempting to make discoveries, I con- 
tented myself with endeavouring to procure access to the most 
remarkable of those that are best known. 

Of the hippodrome, only three of the ornaments that decorated 
the middle of the area remain. The most eminent is the obelisk of 
granite, which still rests on four blocks of bronze, on a pedestal of 
white marble, adorned with l^s reliefs. The hieroglyphics on the 
obelisk, who shall explain ? The has reliefs seem to represent, or. 
rath», as it might be expressed, to reflect the appearance of the 
theatre when filled with spectators. On the basement of the pedi- 
ment, there is the representation of a spectacle of the circus. 

Near the obelisk stands the column of the brazen serpents, 
which anciently supported the golden tripod consecrated to the 
Oracle of Delphos after the defeat of Xerxes. When Mahomet the 
Second made his triumphal entry into Constantinople, it is said that, 
as he passed along under this well-authenticated fragment of anti- 
quity, he shattered, with his battle-axe, the jaw of one of the ser- 
pents. All their heads have since been broken off. 

About as &tr from the serpents as they are distant from the 
Egyptian obelisk, stands another obelisk, which was formerly co- 
vered with bas-reliefs in bronze. The apex overhangs the base; 
and it is evidently doomed to fall soon. In height and appearance 
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it resembles the obelisk, near the Circus, in St. Geoige's Fields,, 
liondon. 

Thit Burnt Coiunin stands on die spot where, during the siege 
of Byzantium, stood the tent of Constantine, the founder of the 
present city. The Forum, nhich anciently surrounded it, is de* 
scribed to have been elliptical, the porticos ornamented with images^ 
nnd the gates buUt in the form of triumphal arches : but not a ves- 
tige of this forum remains. The pillar, in a mutiJated state, still 
serves as a kind of central object to several streets. The base is 
concealed by mean buildings. It was originally surmounted with a 
statue of liie emperor Justinian, and covered with bronze, which the 
Turks melted down for cannon, by kindlii^ a fire round the shaft. 
Hence the origin of the present name. 

I have seen two of the great cisterns constructed for supplying 
the city antiently with water. The one, which the Turks call by a 
name descriptive of a thousand and one pillars, is dry, and occupied 
by ^Ik-twista:^. It is a vast subterranean building. The roof is 
sustained by a triple tier of pillars, as I was told ; but only the third, 
and part of the second tiers, are abovQ»the earth. The other cistern 
is more magnificent, but not so easy of access, as it is under the 
house and gardens of a Pbsho^ Although the vaulting, in se- 
veral places, has fallen in, it stiiCserves to collect the water from the 
aqueduct Many of the pillars that sup{)ort the roof have evidently 
been hewn for other purposes than to be sunk in water. They may 
be the relics of the ancient temples of Byzantium. 

The aqueduct, which brings the main supply of water to Con- 
stantinople, is a solid and stately fabric. It passejs through the <aty 
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proceed in ramifications like veins. It was ori^nally planned by 
Adrian, f<nr the use of Byzantinm, and bore his name till re- 
paired by Valens. Justinian took away part of the lead for other 
buildings; and, in the reign of Heraclius, it suffered still greater 
injuries. Soliman the Magnificent rebu% it almost entirely ; and, 
since his time, it has not been neglected. 

The ancients, from their preference to aqueducts over pipes, are 
thougbty by some, to have been ignorant that water rises as high 
«is its source. But this is an opinion entertained without reflection ; 
for, although they employed open aqueducts to convey water into 
their cities, yet, in the distribution, they, undoubtedly, made use 
of pi]^. We are told, that the air, in the amphitheatre of Titus, 
was frequently refreshed by the playing of fountains ; and that the 
baths of Nero were supplied by pipes of silver. It is ridiculous to 
imagine, that either pipes, or playing fountains, could have been in 
use, without the natural fact of the tendency of water being disco- 
vered and known. It was the difficulty of bringing an adequate 
supply, in any other way than by aqueducts, that gave rise to the 
practice of the ancients. What kind of pipe would serve to furnish 
Constantinople with water ? 

The fortifications of Constantinople are in ruins. The waHs may 
be described as ragged ; for, in several places, towards the sea, large 
holes are worn or washed in them. The walls, against which the 
atta<^ of Mahomet the Second was directed, still shew traces of 
Babylonish grandeur. Tliey consist of a ditch, and three successive 
platforms* The inner wall is a lolty curtain, with tall towers at 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



272 

m 

regular distances. In walking along the outside, when making the 
circuit of the city, its appearance suggested to me some idea of the 
wall of China, as it is described running over mountains and across 
valleys. As efforts of labour, or of skill, the works round Constan- 
tinople are but Liliputian undertakings compared' to those of Malta ; 
but, in point of picturesque effect, few will hesitate to prefer them. 
The fortifications of Constantinople, towards the land, may, with- 
out much stretch of fancy, be compared to an army of old giants 
drawn up in order of battle ; terrible in their aspect, but inefficient 
and frail. 

I went to the gate of the castle of the seven towers ; but, not 
having an order, could not obtain permission to enter. This grim 
and tremendous prison presented a very harmless appearance. ||^The 
portal was surrounded with a flck^k of impudent boys belonging to a 
school which is kept within the walls. Except when they find their 
tasks wearisome, no other captives at present languish there. 

ABTS AND MANUFACTURES. 

I have not' been able to learn that the Turks have any arts or 
manufactures which may be considered as peculiarly their own ; but, 
as every separate civilized community generally excel in the mani- 
pulation of some one particular thing at least, the Turks have, no 
doubt, also, their masterpiece. In the making of tobacco-pipes 
they certainly as much excel us, as they exceed us in the use of 
them ; but this is an excellence rather granted than the result of 
superior skill. The boring of a straight stick never can be con- 
sidered as a diflGicult process; fer less as one that our mechanics 
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would conceive it necessary to study. Many of their pipes are costly; 
and, as far as such simple instruments can be made elegant, are 
entitled to that epithet. The bowl, formed with much neatness; 
the mouth-piece, of amber, sometimes ornamented with jewels ; * 
and the shaft, varying from two to ten feet long, make up a utensil 
of some degree of beauty, and of which a correct enough notion may 
be formed by this description. 

The finest bowls of the pipes ate made of a natural kind of earth 
dug up near Konie, the ancient Iconium in Natolia. It is found in 
a fissure, six feet wide, and is of a grey calcareous appearance. It 
sweats if thrown into the firiC ; produces a foetid vapour; grows hard, 
and becomes perfectly white. The fresh earth dissolves ia no acid. 
When burnt, it can be acted upon only by nitrous acid ; but not 
until the solution has been continued a considerable time in heat, 
and then it loses nearly a third part of its weight. When water 
is poiured on the pure solution, it becomes a little muddy; and, 
when it is sufiered to evaporate entirely, a bitter salt, easy of 
solution, is obtained. The undissolved earth, fused in a strong 
fire, is converted into a brown slag. The £resh earth remains in 
water unchanged ; and, when it has been mixed with it, by shaking 
and istirring, falls again to the bottom, loses its cohesion, and 
cannot be again used. The earth, after being burnt, imbibes a laige 
quantity of water, throws out abundance of air bubbles, and 
becomes soft. 

The Turks perform their handicraft operations sitting. Their 
machinery is very rude ; but they make up, in knack and dexterity, 

. N N 
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for the want of more ingenious aids. At their turning-lathes^ they 
employ their toes to guide the chisel ; and, in these pedipulations^ 
shew to Europeans a diverting degree of address. 

The tints of the colours produced by the dyers of Constaotinopley 
have long been justly admired, and never yet excelled, by ours. 
Whether this superiority arises from any secret in the preparation of 
the colours, or only from possessing richer materials, I am not 
sufficiently instructed to determine. They have, however, one colour, 
which is not yet known, at least not made, by any of our dyers. 
It resembles, in brightness and beauty, the scarlet extracted from 
the cochineal. It differs from the well-known Turkey red/ in having 
a tendency rather towards yellow than to crimson, and it is much more 
brilliant. In producing this dye, the juice of lemons and citrons is, 
in some way, employed, in order, I imagine, to lower the common 
tinge of the madder. In what stage of the process the vegetable add 
b used, I did not learn ; possibly, before mixing the blood with the 
root, the root may be steeped in it To shew that, in producing the 
common Turkey I'ed, no such ingredi^it is employed, I have given, 
in the Appendix, all the published information relative to that dye. 

Hie Turkish dyers extract a beautiful orange tincture from a root, 
resembling ginger in its appearance ; the root, I believe, of the saf* 
flower. They obtain also a brown, from the wood of the walnut* 
tree, by a very simple process. The chips are steeped three days in 
water, which is then changed. The steeping is repeated three times ; 
and the chips and third water are boiled with the silk ot cotton. In 
proportion to the hue required, the boiling is shortened or prolonged. 
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By a similar process^ a golden yellow is extracted from the skin of 
the pomegranate ; and the peel of the onion also furnishes a beau- 
tiful but deeper degree of the same colour. 

We may surpass the Armenian chintz-printers in the patterns, 
but they are fully our masters in other respects. There is a softness 
in the effect of their blocks^ that I think more likely to be admired 
in competition, than the clear exact lines with which our designs are 
finished. They wash their printed calicoes in sea water, in-order to 
cleanse them from a gum which is used in the preparation of the 
colours, and which, they say, fresh water would not so effectuaUy 
remove. They have a method of painting muslins, by tracing them 
with the pencil over drawings, which produces an effect gready 
superior to that of printing. It is chiefly handkerchiefs that they 
ornament in this way ; and they render them of great value. I have 
seen squares of muslin not worth ten shillings, raised in value, by 
the labour of the painters, to upwards of a hundred. I believe we 
do not practise this art. The Armenians obtain their best patterns 
and blocks from France, or frt>m French artists. 

A manufactory of muslins has been established in G>nstantin6{ils4 
The yams, of late used, are, chiefly, the British cotton yarns. 
There is nothing to admire in the productions ; but the fact of the 
establishment is worth noticing. In their silk and cotton stufis, 
striped and clouded, the Ottoman subjects, I think, shew a great 
deal of taste, and the exceUence of their colours is seen in 
full efifect. 

The looms of Scutari produce several very rich and elaborate 
kinds of velvet for spphas and furniture; but, both in this article. 
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and in brocades^ the Turks are^ undoubtedly, inferior to the French 
and Itafians; less, however, in the beauty of the workmanship, than 
in the variety and character of the patterns. Though the Turks have 
declined from their military consequence, their progress in the arts 
of civil life has continued. Throughout the world, generally, the 
private condition of mankind has mende^ since the conquest of Con- 
stantinople. It is certain^ that the different countries of Europe are 
becoming more and more independent of the manufactures and pro** 
ductions of one another^ 



COFFEE HOUSES. 



When Henry Blount, one of our earliest publishing travellers, 
visited Constantinople in the year 1634, the coffee-houses, he 
observes, abounded more than alehouses and inns in England. At 
that time coffee was luknown iu the west of Europe. ^' It is thought,'^ 
says he, ^' to be the old Uadi: broth, used so much by the Lacede-^ 
monians, and dryeth ill humours in the stomacke, comforteth the 
brain, never causeth drunkennesse, or any other surfeit, and is a 
harmless entertainment <^ good fellowship.'' But, aa a Scotchman^ 
I am more inclined to believe that the Lacedemonian black broth 
was made of singed sheep^heads; because, even at this day, the 
Greeks are in the practice of singing their sheep*heads and feet ; a 
custom which does equal credit to their taste and oeconomy ! 

The descriptions and estimates of the Turkish character by 
Blount appear to me correct and just. He mixed with the people, 
and acquiied a familiar insight into their manners, which he has 
described with much felicitous brevity. Whatever he mentions aa 
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having observed himself, is still applicaBle to the nation. Hie 
coflfee^faouses have undergone little alteration since 1634 ; and his 
description of the way in which the Turks pass their time in them is 
still a faithful picture. ^^ There, upon scafiPolds, half a yard high, 
and covered with mats, they sit crosse-legg^d, many times two or 
three hundred together, talking, and likely with some powe musicke 
passing up and down/^ 

WOMEN. 

The state of the women in Turkey is one of the greatest curio- 
sities which tlie empire affords. Accustomed to hear and to read 
of their secluded apartments, and the danger and difficulty of ob- 
taining access to them, I was rather surprized to find, in fact, much 
less difference in their condition from that of oi^r owh females, than 
I thought reconcilable to the doctrines of Mahomet. 

It must always be held in mind, that the Turks are a singularly 
grave people; that they have no public amusements which the 
women frequent ; and that even then: meals are r^arded,' in some 
sort, with reli^ous solemnity. This sedate decorum is not fa- 
vourable to the liberty of the lighter sex ; and the institutes c^ the 
religion, by prescribing limits to those with whom the women may 
unveil their fisices, imposes a restraint apparently as strong as that 
which seems to be the result of the^atund taciturnity of the men^ 
Still, however^ considering the state of society in the country, the 
women cannot be regarded as stinted in their freedom ; and the uni- 
formity with which they dress, when they go abroad, furnishes the 
licentious with abundant ^opportunities of indulgence. No re- 
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strietion is laid on their intercoune widi each other; and I question 
if Scandal be less eloquently worshipped .in the haiams of Constan- 
tinople^ than in the boudoirs and drawing-rooms of Paris and 
London. The Turkish ladies fineely frequent the shops, and chat 
with the meroers, imdervaluing the gaudy commodities on which 
their hearts and eyes are set, with as many contemptuous tosses and 
accents as the best bargain-makers in Christendom* 

Nor are they without their due share of individual consequenoe 
and dignity, notwithstanding the polygamy which the husbands are 
allowed. The second person in the state, corresponding in rank 
to the Christian queens^ is the Sultana modiier. Her public officers 
are grandees of the first class ; and her annual revenue b fully eighty 
thousand pounds sterling. Next to her, in degree, are the sisters of 
the Sultan ; deriving this eminence frx>m the double consideration of 
being daughters and sisters of sovereigns. Next to them are the 
daughters of the Sultan, &c. The wives of the Grand Signior are 
not dignified with the title of Sultana ; nor, whatever may be their 
personal influence, are they considered of the same political conse- 
quence, unless they happen to be immediately of the imperial blood. 
The etiquette of the seraglio furnishes the rule for estimating the 
condition of the sex among the Turks. 

Turks may marry the sisters of their wives, but not more than 
one at a time. Younger brothers may marry the widows of their 
elder, but the elder are not permitted to marry those of the younger. 
Elder brothers enjoy a superior rank, approximating to that of 
fathers. They are permitted to see tiie faces of the wives of the 
younger. 
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Divorces in Turkey may take place, at any time, by mutual con- 
sent ; but, whenever the husband repudiates the wife, he is obliged 
to bestow on her a provision proportioned to his circumstances. 
Divorces are recorded in the same Chancery in which marriages are 
registered. Adultery is a capital offence. 

The women are not permitted to frequent the public moschs. 
But there are priestesses, who go from house to house on the pur-« 
poses of religion, and who serve, in all respects, the duties of male 
ecclesiastics ; an arrangement more delicate than that of the Roman 
and Greek churches. 

The separation of the women from the men in the temples is an 
ancient Asiatic custom. Mahomet only exalted tiie principle into a 
religious obligation. The ordinance is founded on a correct appre- 
hension of human nature. There can be no doubt tiiat the decorum 
of Christian congregations would be improved if the sexes were se- 
parated in the churches. 

The custom - of allotting to the women a separate part of the 
house, though now peculiar only to the professors of the principles 
of Mahomet, was general over all Europe, till the middle of the 
fifteenth century; and the ancient domestic arrangement of the 
Greeks differed in nothing from that of their present masters *. 

* ** UAsiatiqoe construit son harem comme rancien Grec son gyn6c6e, dans 
le lieu le plus recul^ de Tediiice, et le plus soustndt aux regards." 

Yillers' Coup d'oeil sur I'estat actuel de la litterature ancienne, 
et de THlstoire en Allemagne, page 10. 
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POLICE. 

One of the earliest observations tlmt I was led to make on the 
state of Turkey induced me to think^ that the great defect^ in thd 
Ottoman system of rule, arose £rom the excess of liberty which it 
allowed to individuals. Subseqiient information and experience have 
convinced me of the correctness of this notion. The laws of the 
state admit of too free a delegation of the sovereign power ; and the 
precepts of the reli^on of too great a scope to the passions and prq-. 
pensities of individuals. By the one, opportunities are afibrded for 
tampering with the administration of public justice ; and, by the 
other, crimes come to be r^arded rather as the effects of in-bom 
firailty than of moral reprobation; Hence there is both a laxity m 
the administration of public justice, : and a disposition to extenuate 
offences. It might be spud, that the former was. an effect qf the 
latter, were the Mahomedan law not as express, with respect to 
crimes, and punishments, as it is on the doctrine of predestination. 
The insufficient'state of the police of Turkey I regard as the effect of 
the military nature of the institutions of the empire. These insti- 
tutions are greatly fallen from their original vigour; and the police 
has, in the same degree, become impaired. 

As states improve in their domestic oeconomy, the generality of 
mankind are apt to imagine, from the number of criminals brought 
to punishment, that society grows worse. But the multitude of de- 
tected criminals is rather the proof of an improved police than of an 
increased moral depravity. In England we hear of more various de- 
scriptions of delin(][uents than in any other country ; but what man. 
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in his flenses, will say, that crimes, in more barbarous communities, 
are less numerous? Are the offences of Constantinople less nu^ 
merous than those of London, although fewer be heard of, udd still 
fewer punished ? The police of this metropolis may be described as 
fcHTPied rather for the pul^pose of restraining mobs, and quelling riots, 
than for bringing culprits to justice. It is a military police, calcu- 
lated to restrain offences against the government rather than against 
the individual members of society. 

SOCIETY, 

Of the general state of society, in so great a capital as Constan- 
tinople, it would be excessive presumption, in any traveller, from his 
own observations, to pretend to give an account ; and a British tra- 
veller, less than any other, can feel himself justified, by what he de« 
rives from the knowle<%e of his countrymen settled here, to speak^ 
with confidence, on the subject. It is matter of old and notorious fact, 
that the British, if they find companions of their own nation, will, 
in no country whatever, seek the society of the natives. The cha- 
racter of the present virar has stit^ngthened this peculiarity. The 
French, and the different subaltern subjects of their emperor, dare 
not, without incurring vexatious suspicions, mix with the British ; 
and the British are little disposed to condescend to mix with them; 
The whole varieties of the Frank society, w4th the exception of the 
half a dozen gentlemen who compose our Embassy and Levant 
factory, may be considered as under the snub and controul of the 
French minister. The British traveller, therefore, with respect td 
the Franks, finds himself an excluded beings 

o o 
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The habits aod modes of the Turks are so mach at varianoe wilfc 
ours, that we visit them with the same kind of sentiments that we 
go to an exhibition. As for the Greeks^ it is not possible for any 
Hian bred in Christendom , far less one bred in Britain^ to endure 
long thek interested obsequiousness^ their invidious strictures on 
omckk other, and tiieir still more intolerable assumption of superiority 
over sA the rest of mankind, under the most flagrant ignorance and 
credulity. 

But, undoubtedly, the society of this metropolis is more vicious 
than that of any in Christendom. Before the conquest, the inhabi*- 
tants of Constantinople consisted of the collected rubbish of a falling 
empife, destitute of public principle, and in the licentious practice 
of all the frauds and vices whidi disgrace capital cities. ^The pop- 
liiical infiariority, to which they were reduced by their conquerors, 
ivas not calculated to purify their manners, but, on the contrary^ to 
instigate them to attain additional dexterity in their crimes. Among 
the descendants of the ancient inhabitants we may, therefore, expect 
to find an hereditary laxky of private morality, and public feeling 
m a Btsite of rq^robation. . And that snidi is the £Mst, vi^o, that has 
•ver visited Constantinople, can deny ? Foreigners, early settled in 
the country^ cease to wonder at what is so commtm ; but strangecs 
9ie filled witli amaisement and disgust. There is not a Greek, 
not even one of those employed in tiie affairs of the state, that does 
fkot ds^ily utter sentiments, which, even in England, where opinion 
is so £reely tolerated, would be punished as the most dapgerous 
^ledition. Under a .despotic government this appears almost in*- 
credible; but there is another i^ct still mosBt extraor4iiiaryf and 
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which I assert with the most perfect assomnce. The great offioeqi 
and confidential persons of the state are in the practice of ^^qmbai*- 
nicating to merchants those secret movements of policy^ which^ 
when publicly divulged, afiect the price of commodities^ * expressly in 
order to obtain a share in the profit of the speculations undertaken 
in consequence. All the promotions to public. trusts, except those 
which originate immediately in the personal predilections of the 
sovereign, are obtained by the most corrupt means. So grossly and 
generally is this the case, that, perhaps, with the single exception 
of those provinces under the Albanian Ali Pashaw, there is no gOr 
vemorship in Turkey, of which the appointment may not he pro^- 
cured by money. The secret history of the Christian principalities 
of Wallachia and Moldavia, is a satire, from the publioatiqn of whiok 
human nature has been spared. 

THE SULTAN. 

Sultan Mahmoud is universally allowed to possess au inflexiUe 
mind ; and, though only about thirty years of age, to display a*^ 
much practical talent and knowledge of mankind as his couasellcMm 
His complexion is pale, his eye thoughtful and penetratio^, and his 
physiognomy indicates a reserved nature ; but tk»e is a melancholy 
cast, in die general expression of his countenance, that is iuteresting^ 
and radier, I think, conci&iting. 

Since his accession, his attention has been directed to, as hm 
conceives, the means of recovering die former authority and 
power of the Sultans. But the world is changed. Instead of seeking 
the restoration of that awful obedience^ with which the firmans of 
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his anoeston were executed like divine fiats, his ^orts might be 
more {raitfolly employed on some new plan of mle better adapted to 
the state of opinion among his subjects. To cure the corruptions of 
the government is impossible ; and the last of the Ottomans, by 
his individual attempts, is, perhaps, only accelerating his own 
doom« 

The original political system of the Turks was purely military. 
By the conquest of Constantinople, they were induced to accept into 
it some of the practices and rules of the rotten government which 
they had overthrown ; and being not only heterogeneous, but 
radically pernicious, they have tended, more than the operation of 
time, to impair the simplicity and vigour of the Ottoman insti- 
tutions. The Turks not only agreed to preserve and protect the 
Greek church, but endowed the patriarchs with a Juridical authority, 
which they did not possess under the emperon. The Greek church, 
as it affects men in their business and bosoms, is a cancer in the 
constitution of Turkey. The medium by which the government de- 
rives its knowledge of foreign politics, and of the disposition of 
seven eighths at least of. its European subjects, is formed by 
members of that bigoted, superstitious, and fraudulent comm\mity. 

The Turks can no longer be regarded as a military nation ; nor, 
by the nature of things, can the spirit which animated their sn^ 
cestors, be recalled. The system which the Sultan has adopted 
may be regarded not only as founded in an erroneous conception of 
the moral and political state of his own empire, but also of that of 
the world. To aim at the introduction of discipline among his troops 
cannot but be esteemed laudable; but, attempting to accomplish 
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thb by the espionnage of familiars, and the rapid and mysterious ex* 
eciition of orders for exile or death, deserves another name* 

Mahmoud is constitutionally religious. He is said to have an 
unsuspecting faith in the eternal and triumphant destiny which 
Mahomet promised to his successors. In the traditions and tales 
which he has heard, as the histories of his nation, it is not likely 
that he was informed, that his ancestors were neither descendants nor 
successors of the prophet ; although this notion seems to have ac* 
quired unimpairable credit in the minds of the Turks. 

About the end of the thirteenth century, Othman, a pastoral 
chieftain, with a camp of four hundred femilies, inhabited the banks 
of the Sangar, near Surgut. Situated so near the skirts of the Greek 
empire, then in helpless decrepitude,- he saw her weakness, and his 
religion sanctified an attack. On the twenty-ninth of July, in the 
year twelve hundred and ninety-nine, he invaded the territory of 
Nicomedia. From that epoch may be dated the commencement of 
his reign, which lasted twenty-seven years. Every day added some- 
thing to his fame or his power, and his career was closed with the 
conquest of Bru^, by his son Orchan. 

Ofichan instituted the office of grand vizier, decorated Brusa with 
magnificent edifices, and formed a regular body of infantry. He con- 
quered Nice, and the whole of the ancient kingdom of Bithynia, as 
far as the shares oi^ the Hellespont. The emperor of Constantinople 
was induced to give him his daughter in marriage; but notwith- 
standing that Orchan engaged, in asking her for his.haram, to 
fulfil the duties of a subject and a son, he shortly after passed the 
Hellespont, and took possession of the European fortresses. 
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nople his capital. In his time the famous corps of the ^^mizaries was 
instituted. He was assassinated while walking over a fidd of battle^ 
by H Sdavonian soldier, who started up from among the wounded 
and the dead, and stabbed him in the belly. 

His son^ the renowned Bajazet, surnamed^ by the rapidity and 
terror of his career, the Thunderbolt, was the first of the Ottoman 
line^ or the race of Othman, who received thcl title of sultan. 

It is needless to trace the genealogy further down. From him 
Mahmoud is descended. It is remarkable, that, notwithstanding 
the boundless polygamy allowed to the sultans, Mahmoud is the last 
of his family; and on the throne, at a time when the concurring 
opinion of tlie world is, that the Turks must speedily abandon their 
European empire. 

Among various anecdotes that I have heard of Mahmoud, the 
following, as tending to illustrate his character, and the condition of 
the state, are the most worthy of being repeated. When about to 
mount his horse, in 'order to be inaugurated, the chief of the ja- 
nizaries, according to the duty of his office, advanced to hold 
the stirrup. ^^ Let it alone,'' said the sultan, ^^ I ought rather to 
hold yours." 

Hearing lately that there was a seditious murmuring among the 
janizaries, he went secretly at night to the quarters of the officers, 
and calling them before him, said, that he was informed of their 
mutinous spirit, and to take care that he heard no more of it. For 
the time this decisive conduct produced the desired efFect.^ 

When the fleet returned last winter, from the Black sea, it came 
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ia unesBpectecDy. Hie fiuteui^ fearing that then had kema a battle^ 
wait at midnight in hid barge to satisfy himself. 

lliefe is another anecdote told of him of a different complexion. 
An itineiast showman had a buffoon^ whom he used to dress and 
exhibit to the Turks, as a speaking bear. The sultan, hearing of so 
surprising an animal, commanded it to be brought to the palaoe. 
He appeared highly amused, an4 requested the keeper to sell it ; 
this, however^ the keeper managed to refuse ; his majesty then de« 
sired that it might be left for a day or two for his amusement, and he 
ordered it to be placed in a cage among his other wild beasto, ii4iepe 
it was offered no food, but only raw heads and bloody bones^ for thMe 
days, at the end of which the bear was dismissed. 

JANIZARIES. 

From the time €£ Q«^n, the Ottoman chiefe wew persuaiisd 
that their military government required the support of a standing 
army ; and that the recruits ought to be drawn from the hardy ath- 
letic inhabitants of Europe. 

As by the Mahomedan law, the sovereign is entitled to the fifth 
part of die spoil and captives, Amurath I. by the possession of tibe 
fortresses of the Hellespont, was enabled to carry the opinion of 
Orchan into successful effect He stationed officers at Gullipoli, to 
intercept die Christian vessels, passing to and from Constantino{^, 
in order to take from them, the stoutest and handsomest youths. 

The captives were educated in the religion, and disciplined to the 
arms of the Turks. Those most conspicuous for talmts or beauty 
were drafted for the service of the imperial palaoe. The alert yven 
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taught the arts of honemaDship and nulitaiy tactics, while the stu* 
dious were instracted in the precepts of the Koran, and in the Persian 
and Arabic languages. As they advanced in seniority and merit, 
they were appointed to civil, military, and even to ecclesiastical em* 
ployments. At a mature period of experience and knowledge, they 
were admitted into the number of the forty Agas, that stand before 
the sultan ; and many of them, by caprice or esteem, were promoted 
to the government of provinces, and the highest offices in the empire. 

For maintaining the number and spirit of this corps, the most 
extraordinary and detestable species of tyranny was invented. When 
the i^al fifth of the prisoners was diminished, or inadequate to sup- 
ply the requisite number, an inhuman conscription of every fifth 
child, or in every fifth year, was levied on the christian families. At 
the age of twelve or fourteen, the most robust youths were impressed, 
considered as the slaves of the state, and disciplined for the public 
service. 

But, like every other part of the system and frame <^ the Turkish 
government, the constitution of the janizaries has become thoroughly 
and incurably corrupted. Instead of being considered as constituting 
a military corps, the janizaries ought now to be described, as an 
Older of rank in the state, vrith high exclusive privileges ; receiving 
pensions without rendering service, arrogating to themselves the 
power of dictating to the sovereign what measures of policy he ought 
to adopt, and of convincing him that he reigns but by their per* 
mission, It is only in the gradations of rank, and in the spirit of 
their incorporation, that they have any thing military about them. 
They practice no exercises; and by far the greater number are mer^ 
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civil citizens ; porauiDg their crafte and professions as soberly as the 
livery of London. It is no longer necessary to have recourse to the 
ancient means of recruiting. Fathers^ for the pay, are anxious to 
get their sons on the lists ; and the dignity of a janizary threatens to 
become hereditary. I haveT seen them lining the streets during the 
processions of the sultan ; a great proportion were boys, and many 
bad the crooked spine^ and squalid fece of sedentary industry. 

BRITISH LEGATION. 

Constantinople possesses one curiosity, interesting, above al] 
others, to the British traveller ; and that is, . the British Legation. 
In venturing to state my opinion of an institution that has existed so 
long, and which has been subject to the scrutiny of men, deservedly 
esteemed for their talents and public spirit, it is necessary to mention, 
plainly, that I hate the interference of foreigners of all descriptions 
and classes whatsoever, in any of those national aSuirs, which a£Fect 
the national character. In matters of policy, connected with other 
states, it is necessary to consult the ministers of those states, but 
only to consult. To submit any part of the British means to their 
oontroul and guidance, without some reason, by which an important 
o local advantage is gained, is an absurdity, so great, in my opinion, 
that I but feebly express my feeling, when I say that I view it 
with hatred. 

The British Legation at the Sublime Porte consists of two depart- 
ments^ which maj be called the Deliberative, and the Executive. 

pp 
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The Delibecative is composed of the minister and the seoretaries^ 
who come from England; and the Executive is formed of the 
interpreters, who are natives of the country, and subjects of the 
sultan. The former ccHisists of persons, almost, necessarily, ig- 
norant of the usages of the Ottoman government ; the latter, of 
persons both theoretically and practically ignorant of the British 
government; and, what is of more consequence, of the British spirit. 
There never was an interpreter employed by the British nation in 
Constantinople, that knew even what is meant by the term. From 
the time of the first mission, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, down 
to the period of the last appointment, possibly there may have been 
exceptions, in the qualifications of the ministers, to the full amount 
of what I have said about the Deliberative branch of the Legation. 
To this extent the statement may be qualified, but no farther. 

With the ministers of the sultan, the British minister can hold 
no direct intercourse. He cannot utter one syllable of representation, 
nor write one word of remonstrance ; and the interpreters, in fact, 
explain it as we will, are the representatives of the British nation in 
Constantinople. These interpreters belong to that inferior class of 
the Ottoman subjects who consider themselves as slaves. Their 
political condition is so vile, that we have not, in all the three king- 
doms, any class of persons in the same degree of degradation. But 
names are nothing in business, and we should consider the matter 
practically. 

It is true, that neither the grand signor, nor the grand vizier, 
will probably ever be so unpolite as to strike ofif the head of our prin- 
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cipal interpreter % for presenting to him the sense only of any re- 
monstrante which our Deliberative may have occasion to make ; and 
also, it is true, that a man so highly trusted as the head of our Exe- 
cutive in Constantinople, may be so well rewarded, that the inso- 
lence of property will overcome the pusillanimity of slavery ; all this 
may be true, but what is the fi^t ? The principal interpreter, that 
is, the operative representative of the king, had not, till lately, the 
income of the ambassador's valet. To Mr. Adair, the interpreters 
owe the improvement of their circumstances ; and a motive is no^ 
furnished, in the emoluments, to students of our own nation, to aspire 
to the situation, if they be not, at present, systematically excluded. 

THE BOSPHORUS. 

I made an excursion to Belgrade, Booyookderie, and Tarapia, ia 
order to see the aqueducts and the Bosphorus. The bridges fully 
equalled the description wUch we had received of their extent and 
grandeur ; the i^ole jaunt proved one of the pleasantest passages in 
my travels. The woody environs of Belgrade are full of reduie syl^ 
van retreats, bat the village has only its situation, and the embd^ 
lifiihmeiits of lady Mary Montague's fency, to recommend it. Boo« 
yookderie, Isowev^, is a Hvely and el^ant place. It stands on the 
banks of the Bosphorus, a few miles from the entrance to the Black 
sea ; and many of the houses having been buih by fordgn ministers, 
»ul Frank merchants, it has quite the aspect of a European 

* On the 2d of November, 1 708, the interpreter to the English embassy was 
condemned to death, by the grand vizier, on account of hb religious opinions, and 
was only saved from martyrdom by a recaatation. 
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town. Tarapia stands on the same place where the Pharmacia of 
die ancients was situated. It was here that Medea collected the 
herbs which she employed in her chemistry, and the air is still 
deemed favourable for the restoration of health. The adventures of 
Jason and Medea are well known ; but the feble of the golden fleece 
is still a mystery, that has baffled all literary explanation. Could 
the object of the Argonauts have been the Angora goats, the beau- 
tiful fleeces' of which, both by their value and natural colour, justify 
the appellation of golden ? 

KICOMEDIA. 

I made an excursion with a fiiend into Asia, as far as Kirpi, on 
the shores of the Black sea. We left G^nstantinople in a small 
vessel, belonging to Nicomedia, which city, after a pleasant sail, we 
reached on the following morning. The people belonging to the ves- 
sel were all Turks, who, in their conduct towards us, and in their 
behaviour to each other, presented a striking contrast to what we 
should have seen in Greeks. They treated us with the utmost re- 
spect, and did not seem to interest themselves, in any way, about 
our objects. Had they been Greeks, the very ship boy, in half the 
time, would have shewn that he was well aware of our barbarian 
inferiority ; and the whole crew, as far as replies to their questions 
served, would have conceived themselves circumstantially informed 
of every thing that concerned us. The Turks, among themselves, 
shewed all their national ceremonious gravity. Their cofiee was dis- 
tributed with as much regularity as at the audience of a vizier, al- 
though the vessel was, probably, not more than thirty tons burden* 
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For oursdi^es, three servants, and a Tartar, we paid about four 
guineas for ship^-room. East of Malta it is not the custom to pay for 
&re, so that although, in the outset of a voyage, the expense does 
not appear considerable, yet, travelling in Turkey, is much more 
expensive than in England. 

On our landing at Nicomedia, we were invited, by the &rmer of 
the customs, to drink coffee in the custom-house, while the Tartar 
went to the governor to exhibit our firmans, and to procure us an 
order for lodgings. This gentleman proved to us a polite and useful 
acquaintance. He invited us to stay in his house ; and on our de- 
clining, as we had sent to the governor, he ordered a dinner to be 
prepared, which he sent in the evening to our lodgings. He also 
gave us a letter to his son, who lived at Hagi-Ku, a village, wher^ 
he had his principal house. He was in Ismail when it was taken by 
Suworow. Altogether he was rather an extraordinary Turk ; and, in 
his manners, a well-bred man. In the evening we paid him a visit, 
and found his house as much superior, in point of neat elegance, to 
the common stvle of Turkish houses, as his own manners were to 
those of his countrymen. 

We met with no adventures in our journey to Kirpi. Our fir- 
mans secured us all the respect that we could desire, and we found 
the inhabitants of the country, who are Turks, an industrious 
and blameless people. The land^^was well cultivated and inclosed, 
and, here and there, the trees in the hedges, gave it a strong re- 
semblance to the face of England. The villages were numerous, the 
cottages were built of wood, and raised from the ground on piles, 
thie under part serving for the stable or cow house. The utensils for 
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the hosfaandry were fdao respectable. We saw ploughs, tm the low 

deep soils, with wheels, and drawn by six and eight oxen. Hie 

labour was neatly performed. The hay-stacks attracted our notice, 

as being ads^pted for the climate. A large pole was fixed upright, 

and the hay, loosely laid round it, was well thatched on the top. -t^ 

I conceive that tliis arrangement was for the purpose cf pre* 

venting it from heating ; and also to enable the stack to resist the 

violence of the winds. My friend, who had travelled a good deal, 

both in America and on the continent of Europe, said that he had 

never seen, out of qur own island, any tract of country of so pleasant 

an aspect. Both the inhabitants and the land appeared to be in a 

highly prosperous state. But, in Asia, the Turks are at home, 

$md are, both in their habits and maimers, very different from 

their European fellow-subjects. 

The land is still the property of the sovereign, or, as I am dis- 
posed to say, the fiefs have not yet become hereditary. Turkey in 
Europe furnishes an idea of something like omr notions of the feudal 
state of Christendom ; but hqre, every thing contributes to transport 
the imagination back to the epoch of Charlemagne. The govetwara 
of distidcts, w^ hold from the ,pashaw, are entitled to claim no 
more than the te.nth part of the agricultural produce : and a smaU 
regulated tax on the pastoral property, of ^bout one lEarthing per 
sheep. The operative rustics are at all the expense of the insftm- 
ments necessary for the labour of the soil ; and also for the CQn8triK>- 
jtion of their cottages and the inclosures. Ground tha^.^Ji0S heeo 
occupied and tilled, continues in the possession of the occupant^ as 
long as he pays the pplitical tithe ; jsind land whi^h isptill waste^ a 
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stnuiger- may occupy, and, by paying the customary rates, acquire' 
the same right. 

The priests are, generally, dependent on the gifts of the people. 
They wander from village to village, teaching those who wish to 
leam> such rudiments of knowledge as they themselves possess. 
They have no local stipend nor habitation, except when they happen 
to have families, and are concerned in the cultivation of the soil, 
imd then, except by the turban, they are not distinguishable from 
the other peasants. 

Besides their own labomr, the peasants, in this part of the country, 
are obliged to assist in <;utting timber, in the adjacent forests, for the 
navy. Their condition, as several of them told us, would be com- 
fortable enough^ if it were not for the occasional extortions which 
the beys practise, and the obligation, in time of war, to follow their 
chieftains to the camp at their own expense. At the camp, they are 
placed on the same footing as the other troops ; and, if inroUed 
among the janizaries, receive pay according to the rank that they 
may happen to hold : this pay is for life. 

In passing to Kirpi from Candros, a town where we slept one 
night, an officer of the governor, who went v^rith us, pointed out the 
hill,, where, according to tradition, stood the first castle which the 
Turks took. It is historically certain, that it was somewhere in this 
neighbourhood that they made their first attack. 

Kirpi is an inconsiderable hamlet on the shore, situated on the 
side of a small well-sheltered bay of the Black Sea. A good deal of 
timber is sent from the neighbourhood to Constantinople. It was our 
intention to have gone much farther to the eastward, but an error in 
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our firmans, and other considerations, induced us to terminate our 
journey at Kirpi, and to return by the road to Hagi-Ku, the country 
seat of our Nicomedian acquaintance. 

On leaving Candros, a number of women, on horseback, also 
came out of the town, all in high glee. One of the horses ran 
away with his screaming rider, and down she fell. The Tartar pre* 
vented us from lending her any assistance, and we were obliged to 
ride on, and leave her on the ground, apparently motionless. Our 
interpreter was, in fact, something to blame in the business ; for, 
lingering behind, he had &Jlen into conversation with the women, 
and, on being summoned to come up, rode off at the gallop, and 
madam's horse had thought proper to do the same. 

Hagi-Ku we found a pretty rural village, and the houses, for the 
most part, of a superior appearance. The mansion of our friend, 
the bey, was an extensive building, with a tower in the centre, and 
situated within a large walled court Memet, the young bey, a lad 
about fifteen, received us in his principal public room, surrounded 
by a number of armed retainers. Besides his tutor, a shrewd and 
sensible old man, another priest belonged to the domestic establish- 
ment. After the customary regale of pipes and coffee, Memet rose, 
and, telling us to consider the apartment, in which we then were, as 
our own, while we remained his guests, left the room with all his 
attendants, who stood upon the sdfas as he passed to the door. This 
was k custom that I had not before seen. We also met with another 
particular civility in this house : our dinner was prepared in the 
haram, and consisted, in addition to the common substantial articles, 
of several delicacies which, I suppose, are peculiar to the inhabitants. 
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ef that sanctified abode. Tbe bey had four wivee^ but only three 
children. One of the wives was with him in Nicomedia, and the 
other three, with the children and their women, were at Hagi-Ku. 

After dinner, we paid a visit to our host in his apartment, which 
we found, not quite so handsome as the one aUotted to us. The 
windows of our room were of plate, and those of this only of common 
glass. In the course of our vint, we picked up some information 
from one of the officers, whom we found more communicative than 
Turks generally are ; and an incident took place, which served to ' 
lead the conversation to a subject on which the Turks are shy of 
speaking. The officer immediately ^nder the bey came in^ and^ 
kneeling down, kissed his handx ^^^ retired without saying a word. 
Soon after, we beafd the sound of fire-arms ; and were told^ that the 
offiew was, thsMt evening, parried, and that the sound of the fire- 
arms announced his introduction to the bride. The communicative 
officer told i)9, that the Turks never see their wives before marriage, 
' except when they are chi]4iieQ> and that in childhood attachments 
am soinetifnes fmrned. The mothers ian$ the match-makers in 
Turkey. The marriage is celebrated by the bride being placed^ 
unveiJ^d, with the bridegroom, at a table, on which a feast, pur- 
poeely prepared, ia served to thep. Three days they are left uqmo- 
lerted, to try hpw they may like each other. On the third day^ the 
wedding jjuypl^ngs conMnence^ and are continued till the guests 
and the young couplp are tired* During the time of our visit, w^ 
overheard the dom.edtic priest saying prayers to the servants iq 
tbe hall. 
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Next morning our visit was returned. The retainers, entering 
the room before the bey, stood upon the sofiis as he waUsed to his 
seat at the upper end of the room. Soon after, we bade him fBirewelL, 

Nicomedia is a very laige town, situated near, the head of the 
gulf, on the steep side of the hiUs. The remains of an amphitheatre 
may be traced, and part of the walls of the ancient city are still 
visible ; but there is nothing to justify the exaggerations of the 
Constantinople writers, who say, that, in the time of Dioclesian, 
it vied in magnificence with Rome. A small square building of hewn 
stone is, perhaps, a relic of Dioclesian's palace ; but I do not think 
so, and yet can give no good reason why. 

The population of Nicomedia, probably, exceeds forty thousand 
souls. Here, as elsewhere, we met with a Septinsular practitioner in 
medicine, and were visited by several bigoted and stupid Greek 
priests. 

The chief manufacture carried on in this city, is red leather, ci 
which vast quantities are prepared for the capital. There is an 
arsenal, where timber for the navy is collected. During the months 
of August and September, it is often infected with pestilent vapours, 
which rise from extensive flat marshy lands at the head of the gulf. 

Nicomedia stands in the track of the caravans for Bagdat. By 
its proximity to Kirpi, and the communication by water with die 
capital, it might be rendered a good dep6t for merchandize, while 
the Bosphorus is shut, if neutral vessels were provided at Kirpi. 
The roads across the country are not bad ; waggons, for the trans- 
portation of goods, are easily procured ; and camels and horses are in 
abundance. 
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TRADE. 



I have a copy^ before me, of a memorial, which was some yean 
ago presented to the French government, pointing out the advantage 
that would arise to diat nation, by diligently exploring the coast of 
the Black Sea. It suggests, that, as the navigation was opened by 
the last treaty of peace with Turkey, the government should encou- 
rage the establishment of a central company at G>nstantinople, fron 
which agents and corresponding factors should emanate, to such ports, 
in the Blade Sea, as were likely to be of use to the commerce of 
France. In order to prepare fcnr this object, the memorialist recom- 
mends, that a vessel should be fitted out, with proper persons on 
board, accompanied by an officer of the sultan, to explore the 
coasts, and to correct the existing charts; and that this vessel should 
sell and buy, in each port, such commodities as were likely to serve 
in the business: the result of the information thus obtained, to be 
made available by the company. A copy of this paper will be 
found in the Appendix. 

The shutting of the Bo^horas during the present war between 
the Russians and Turks, has interrupted the navigation part of the 
project ; but consuls have been sent, from France, to different ports 
of the Black Sea ; and one, with a large retinue , passed through 
Nicomedia a shwt time before I was there, for the purpose of being 
established at Trebisond The project, also, has been altered, but 
not suspended, by the events of the war between the French and 
British. The blockading system has prevented, in a great measure, 
the importation of the Levant productions by the Greek and Ottoman 
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vessels, into France and Italy ; and France Eas been induced, in con- 
sequence^ to open an overland intercourse with Turkey. It is pro- 
bable,- indeed I have some reason to believe, that measures are now 
on foot, in order to open a comniunicatio& froib the Blaok Sea^ 
with the French territories, by means of die Danube, a stream^ 
comparatively^ little known to the merchants of any country^ and 
not at all to ours. By this liver, as may b« seen 5y a slight glante^ 
M the map, Fnuioe has obtained a direct, and almost immediattt,. 
communication with the ri<^ onental empire oi Persia ! And when 
the Tiirks and Russians motke peaee, it will be found, Anfess events 
arise, very different from what the present aspect of affairs in^eate, 
that the Danube becoming the boundary of the Ottooian empiie/ 
and of the intended new state of WaUachia, the neutrality df the 
navigation will be secured to France and Austria. While all these 
active measures are in process and intention, with one mi the meat est^ 
terprising and vigofous governments that the world ever saw, wh«t 
is Britain doing to facilitate the objects of her mefchanta, or to opmk 
new incitements to their industry, which has suffered sA severely froor 
the universal shutting of the continental ports i 

At present^ the commerce of Constantinople is in a very lan^ 
guishing state. The Britiah Factory is diminidbied to three or four 
persons. Many of the native merchants trade directly \yith Malta^ 
where they are furnished with the major part ot those articles^ which 
were, formerly, either imported direct from England or from Smyrna. 
This I regard, in some sort, as a change favourable to ou9 interests, 
though, perhaps, in the first instance, it cannot be considered 
as such. Our policy should be to have as few atations on the 
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contintnfc as pomble^ and to cultivate insular tstabUshteents. 
Hitherto, out oommerce has rather promoted tlie navy, than the 
navy our commerM* It is time that the service should be ren* 
dered reciprocal. Insular estabfishments, we are able efiisctually 
to protect, happen what may to continental connections : but 
there is not, yet, one in all Tni^ey, although the numeiou^ 
islands of the Ionian Seii affoid the greatest facilities for suols 
estabh^hm^Dfts. 

el 
■ 
■ 

The situation of this capital, has always been, justly, admired ; 
nor is it easy to imagine a more convenient station for the seat of a 
.government,- whose jurisdictions extend equally over Europe and 
Asia. The harbour, in a remote period, was cadled the Gc^den 
Horn ; an epithet, at once descriptive of its form, and expressive of 
the riches which were continually pouring into it. But Gibbon's 
excellent detail of its natural advantages, so agreeably adorned witibi 
those episodial allusions, which die names of the Hellespont, the 
Propontis, the Bosphorus, and the Euxine, suggest, supersedes 
the necessity of any other descript^. 

Six hundred and fifty-six years before the Christian sera, By^aa, 
who was styled the son of Neptune, probably from his skill as a 
navigator, transplanted a colony from Argos and Megara, and 
founded the city of Byzantium, which, after the defeat of Xerxes^ 
was fortified by the Spartan general Pausanias. By tantiimi was the 
rendezvous of adventurers from all the adjacent nations. It grew 
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formidable to the Mvereigns of Kthynia^ and even warred against 
Philip the Macedonian, by whom it was unflUGcessfully besieged. 
St^hen the Geographer, a native of Constantinople, says, that it was 
from an event in the course of this siege that the crescent and star 
were assumed as the armorial badge of the city. Philip, having un- 
dermined the walls, prepared to assault ; but the moon rose before his 
fprrangements were completed, and, by her light, the besi^ed were 
enabled to frustrate his design. In consequence they raised a statue 
to her as Hecate, and she was afterwards honoured as their pro- 
tecting goddess. 

It was not, however, until the Romans had stretched their au- 
thority so far to the eastward of Rome, as to induce an opinion that 
their maternal city was no longer a convenient station for the go- 
vernment, that the golden horn was to wax strong and great, and to 
be exalted above its fellows, like the little horn of prophecy. Julius 
Cffisar and Augustus are said to have entertained the project of trans- 
ferring the Roman government to Byzantium. Dioclesian, actuated 
by similar motives, embellished Nicomedia, and resided there some 
time. C!onstantine, at first, out of respect to the popular opinion of 
the origin of the Romans, laid the foundations of a new capital on the 
celebrated territory of Troy ; but the superior advantages of the si- 
tuation of Byzantium soon induced him to abandon that place ; and 
the stately remains of unfinished walls and towers, long after, 
attracted the eyes of all who passed through the Hellespont 

A decent mixture of prodigy and fable has, in every age, been 
supposed to refleet a becoming dignity on the origin of great cities *. 

* Gibbon. 
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Constatitine oould not relinquish his undertaking on the Trojan plain 
without some suitable reason. Accordingly, one nighty while hs 
Tiappened to be sleeping in Byzantium, he had a vision from heaven^ 
for dreams descend from Jove *, by which he was instructed to prefer 
Byzantium. In obedience to that celestial inspiration, as he after- 
wards told the world, he laid the everlasting foundations of ConstHI- 
tinople. It was not in sleep only that the special interference of 9|l« 
pematural ministers assisted in the planning of this city. On the 
day appointed to give it birth, the emperor, on foot, with a lance in 
his hand, headed a solemn procession, directing the line, which was 
traced as the boundary, till the growing circumference was observed 
with astonishment by the asnstants, who at length ventured to re« 
mark, that he had already exceeded the most ample measure for % 
great <nty. ^' I shall still advance,'' replied Constantine, ^^ tiU he^ 
the invisible guide who marches before me, thinks proper to stop.*' 
The assi^lints continued to follow him in reverential silence. 

Among the ceremonies, with which the ancients celebrated the 
establishment of a new city or colony, there was one somewhat like 
the feudal practice of giving a purchaser, or an heir, possession of 
an estate. A large hole, dug for the purpose, was filled up with 
handfiils of earth, which each of the new settlers brought from the 
place of his birth. 

In the course of a few years after the date of the foundation, 
Constantine deemed the magnificent undertaking so hr advanced, 
that he celebrated the dedication with much pomp. He ordered a 

• Homer. 
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marble pillar to be erected^ inBcribed with an edicts which gave to 
the new city the title of the second Rome.; but the name of the 
foander prevailed^ and after the lapse of ages, and the changes of 
many revolutions, it is still called the city of Constantine. 

The twenty-sixth day of September continued, tUl the extinction 
oi^the empire, to be held as the anniversary of the foundation. It 
was distinguished by a procession that deserves to be described. A 
statue of Constantine, bearing, in his right hand, an image of the 
genius of the place, was erected on a triumphal car. The imperial 
guards carrying tapers, and diothed in rich apparel, conveyed it 
round the Hippodrome. When it arrived opposite to the throne of 
the reigning emperor, he rose and bowed with reverence to the 
«ffigies. 

Till A. D. 668 Constantinople enjoyed the favour, and shared the 
fortune of the emperors; her alarms and her iacdons increasing as 
the glory of the Roman name declined and feded. Malfpnet, the 
impostor, incited his followers to undertake the siege, by an assur* 
ance, that the sins of the first army that attacked it should h» for^ 
given ; and forty-six years after the flight from Mecoa, they appeared 
under the walls. A desultory siege of seven years proved unsuco(S9S<- 
finl, and the expiring flame of Roman heroism emitted a feeble roy on 
their retreat. 

The eoei^ of the new conqueror, though repelled, was not re- 
pressed. About the year 716, Gonstantinqile was again invested, 
and again the Mabomedans were obliged to renounce the sii^. 

The deliverance of the city, at this time, was chiefly ascribed to 
the efiect of the chemical oil, which has excited so much curiosity, 
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under the name of the Greek fire. It was invented by Callimcus^ a na- 
tive of Syria, and when inflamed, eould only be extinguished by acids, 
or smothered by sand. It was discharged through long tubes of cop* 
per, and darted o» arrows, twisted with flax, which had been 
steeped ro the preparation. The prows of galleys were ornamented 
with bronze images of chimeras and monsters, from whose mouths 
the terrific and unquenchable combustion was belched, by mechanical 
contrivances within. For many years the names of the ingredients 
were carefully concealed by the government ; but, at last, the Sara- 
cens obtaine<l the secret, and used the fire in the holy wars mth 
great effect. Joinville describes its appearance so as to induce a fee- 
lief that it resembled the rockets employed by lord Cathcart in the 
siege of Copenhagen. It came flying through the air, says he, like 
a winged long-taited dragon, about the thickness of an hogshead, 
a«d with the noise of thunder, and the velocity of lightning. The 
British rockets only require to be made large enough to equal, in 
every respect, the destructive faculty of the Greek fire. 

In the year 1203 Constantinople underwent another siege, by the 
combined French and Venetians, by whom it \\^s taken. A truce 
having been concluded, tile city was restored ; but^ in the following 
year, the vmr broke out afresh, and tiie city was stormed. Among 
the crimes of the pillage, posterity has to lament the destruction of 
many admirablls works of art, and of manuscripts, which leave a 
lamentable blank in the records of human knowledge. 

In the year 1422 the empire was reduced to little more tiian the 
extfent of Constantinople, and Amurath the second resolved to make 
it his capital ; for which purpose he advanced against it with aa army 
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Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



306 

of two hundred thousand men; but a revolt among his own subjects, 
obliged him to raise the siege before he had made any effectual 
impression on the walls. This accidental respite could not, however, 
avert the end of the Roman empire, the catastrophe of which, 
though often descxibed, is one of those awful events which fascinate 
the imagination, as often as they are brought to remembrance. It 
took place on the twenty-ninth day of May, in the year 1453. 

Mahomet the second having determined to accomplish what 
Amurath had been obliged to abandon, prepared an army of horse 
and foot, that exceeded in number two hundred and fifty thousand ; 
and the epoch that he chose for the enterprize was marked by a con* 
currence of circumstances that demonstrated, as it were, the provi* 
dential preordination of the event. The powers of Christendom, 
who, in the much calumniated crusades, so long prevented the pro- 
gress of the Mahomedan arms, though still acknowledging the Ro- 
man pontiff as their head, were no longer, in fact, united into one 
body ; and the papal government itself, fallen from all pretensions to 
reli^on, regarded the infidels only as forming a political power. In 
the vast force cef the sultan no more than sixty thousand cavalry and 
twenty thousand infantry were reckoned of any value. But the whole 
population of the city was not supposed to exceed one hundred thou- 
sand souls ; and these consisted chiefly of mechanics, priests, women, 
and men devoid of that spirit, which even women have sometimes 
exerted for the common safety. 

By the commands of the emperor, G^nstantine Paleologos, a par- 
ticular inquiry had been made how many citizens were able, and 
willing, to bear arms. The lists were deposited with the minsiter 
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{%ranza ; wbo^ after a diligent examination^ informed his master, 
that only four thousand nine hundred and seventy men could be de- 
pended on to resist the vast battalions of the enemy. 

The Gospel^ promulgated to appease and subdue the spirit of 
hostility, unlike the Koran, offers no recompeuce to those who 
fall in battle j but, notwithstanding the religious temper of Paleolo- 
gos, he resolved, with a kind of magnanimous impiety, that the end 
of the empire shoidd not disgrace the mighty Roman name. The 
harbour being fortified with chains drawn across the entrance, the 
walls became the chief object of his vigilance ; as they were neces- 
sarily the theatre of the conflicts. Here the few and last of the 
Romans frankly displayed their valour ; but the tremendous artillery 
of Mahomet, though slowly served, and rudely managed, soon taught 
them to be more wary, improving their skill, and diminishing their ' 
hope. 

In this siege the respective powers of the ancient and modem 
artillery were exhibited. The cannon and engines for dischaiging 
stones and darts were intermingled, and balls and battering rams 
shook the fortifications at the same time. 

On the evening preceding the general assault, the Turkish camp 
resounded with shouts, the presages of victory ; and the sea and land 
illuminated with nocturnal fires, seemed, to the infidels, auspiciously 
brightened. Far different were the sounds and forebodings in the 
city ; but still the emperor endeavoured to rekindle the hope in the 
breasts of his generals, that had expired in his own. He could not 
remove, but he ennobled their despair ; and they took their stations 
on the ramparts, with sad, but firm hearts, while he, with a few 
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faithful friends, in die cathedral of St Sophia, received the Sacra* 
nient, the last administered there, and for the last time. He then re- 
tmned to.the palace, which resounded with cries and lamentations, 8o« 
licited the pardon of all whom he might have injured^ and mounting 
his horse, rode to the walls, to return no more. At the dawn of day the 
assault hegan. The Turks advanced in close and resolute order. The 
Sukan himself, on horseback, grasping an iron mace, surveyed them 
with stem satisfaction. The intervals between the peals of the 
artillery were filled with the sound of drums and clarions ; and the 
voice of the Sultan was occasionally heard, directing the movements 
of the phalanx and the engines. The emperor, seeing them bursting 
through the walls, threw away the purple robe, and, in the midst of 
a little band, that vainly surrounded him, fell by an unknown hand^ 
and lay buried 

— — ** in that red monument 
Which his good sword had digged.** 

Dryden. 

a journey. . 

Qn the 4th of January I left Constantinople. The day of my 
departure was uncommonly pleasant. I felt myself in good spirits ; 
and a variety of little occurrences, illustrative of the meanness, gra- 
vity, pride, and patience of the Turks, tended to divert me from 
thinking much of what I had left^ or might have to encounter. One 
incident appeared so truly ludicrous, as to be almost worthy of being 
painted as well as descrU)ed. Two old Turks, at a short distance 
£(om the gate^ were leading apd driving a horse loaded with panniers 
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filed witb v^tables. The road was sloughy, and the horse felL 
The attempt to raise him, with the panniers, after much deliberate 
whipping, proved abortive ; but, before engaging in the arduoud 
task of unloading, the conductors, instinctively, agreed to recruit 
their vigour with a pipe. One of them, accordingly, filled his pipe, 
struck a light, and began to smoke. As the filling of the pipe, the 
striking of the light, and the kindling, were processes of time, the 
other, who seemed to have come to the resolution of waiting until 
his neighbour had fairly kindled his tobacco, in order that he might 
obtain a light virithout the trouble of striking, sat down on his hams^ 
and, with the most immovable equanimity of countenance, looked at 
the horse weltering in the mire, and the vegetables fluttering and 
flying in all directions. 

When it is considered how universally the pipe is used among the 
Turks, and the indolence that their constant use of it inspires, it is 
not ridiculous to allege, that tobacco has tended as much to impair 
the Ottoman empire, as gunpowder contributed to establish it. 

It was my intention to rest at Kootchookcheckmej^ (Little 
Bridge) ; but, affer taking some refreshment, I resolved to go on ta 
Booyookcheckmej^ (Great Bridge), where the accommodations iu 
the khan are less comfortless, cold, and dicfy. Whifle the horses 
were getting ready, a troop of six or eight Tartars came gallantly 
riding into the stable. Surprized to see so great a number together,. 
I eagerly inquired for news, conceiving that they must have come 
from the armies. But they turned out to be Jews, who had 
equipped themselves in martial array, to pass with greater security 
cm the road. Of military aflhirs they were utterly ignorant^ and 
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seemed to take no interest in them : relative^ however, to the abi- 
lities, and pecuniary reputation of the merchants of Adrianqple^ thej 
were minutely, and, doubtless, correctly informed. 

In Turkey, the three great classes of the people, Mahomedans, 
Christians, and Jews, are as distinctly separated as the casts of 
Hindoostan. The first enjoys the highest employments, privileges, 
honours, and emoluments* From the second, the agentis are chosen, 
by whom the business of the atate with other nations is transacted. 
The third has only the privilege of tn^de and of handicrafts. Having 
no political influence, the passion of avarice possesses, among the 
Jews, the same kind of predominancy that ambition does among the 
Christians and the Mahomedans. The Greek half cast, is con- 
sidered as the most respectable of the Christian. Judging from 
the state of society in Turkey, of which the origin and history 
are so well known, it may be concluded, that the casts x)f Hin- 
doostan have derived their peculiarities from similar causes. The 
most honourable consists, probably, of the believers in the latest 
promulgated system of religious discipline established by force 
«of arms. 

In the present circumstances of the empire, menaced as it appears 
to be^ on aU sides, by irresistible enemies, the Mahomedans can 
expect only degradation, while the Christians aspire to share fully all 
the various modifications of honour and power. The Jews, regarding 
themselves as little likely to be affected by the inevitable change, 
see, with apathy, the disasters that are continually assailing the 
whole structure of the state ; and, instead of embarking in that kind 
of commerce, which b regulated by political events, they attadb 
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tliemselves to the traffic of money^ or of necessaries. Considering 
the peculiar nature of their expectations^ it is a curious fact, that 
they are the depositaries, the actual possessors, of the greatest part of 
the effective treasure of the country. 

Between Bo(m)okcheckmej^ and Selivria I found the weather 
gloomy and drizzling. The fields, wasted by the winter, afforded 
no pleasure to the sight ; nor did any occurrence arise to disperse the 
haze which sympathetically began to invest my own mind. I made 
an attempt to discover traces of the long wall which the pusilla- 
nimous descendants of the Romans constructed to protect their villas 
from the incursions of the Barbarians ; but the rain soon induced 
me to desist from a search dictated rather by a wish than by cu- 
riosity or hope. 

The road from Selivria to Adrianople lies across a vastopen plain, 
on which, if the expression may be used, the eye is palled by the 
monotony of smoothness. The weather continuing dull, the air 
moist, and the khans filled with returners from the army ; the 
journey was melancholy, and my lodgings, at the different stages, 
were often in hovels, which rather served to increase my chagrin, than 
to afford repose after the ride of the day. To add to my vexation, 
my janizary proved one of the most cowardly animals that ever car- 
ried pistols. He met only with difficulties, and heard only of dangers. 

Near Karistrang we fell in with several hundred horsemen from 
the grand vizier's quarters. Their commander was of a rank equiva- 
lent to a colonel with us. He was seated on a carpet by the roadside, 
smoking. The janizary alighted to kiss the hem of his garment 
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, I was also invited to alight^ and waa treated with coffee, prepwred 
like gipsy fare^ under the lea of an old wall. 

Not far from the spot where this janizary a^ was sitting, aa 
English traveller was, some years ago, murdered. The couufry, at 
the time, was in rebelKou. The eflFect of the ravages then eom- 
mitted is still visible, and will be long felt. .Tchorlo is almost en- 
tirely in ruins, and Burgaz and Babada retala miany scars of de})re- 
dations. Both the latter are pleasantly situated on the banks oi 
fine streams, crossed by handsome stone bridges. 

In Za-oof, a village in the neighbourhood of Burgaz, die inha- 
bitants, who are- chiefly Albanians, gather their midons green, and 
keep them till winter, about the middle of which they are found ripe^ 
when they sell them for more than double the current price of the: 
natural season. I met v^dth both the musk and water kinds,, excellent, 
and at less than sixpence each. 

At Hecapsa, a stage about four hours distant from Adrianople,, I 
experienced a remarkable instance, as it appeared to me,- of the be- 
nevolence, so heterogeneously mixed up in the Turkish character. 
The wind being exceedingly cold, and the rain violent, I stopped at 
a coffee house, where several old Turks were sitting round a sociable 
fire. Seeing me chilled and wet, they desired me to take off my 
boots, and to come into, their circle. When I had drank ray coflfee^ 
and recovered some degree of comfortable feeling, they changed their 
conduct, and eyeing me severely, inquired if I was not a Russian; 
Thiey seemed to have no idea, that I might have deemed it convenient 
to deny; and when ijifoxmed of the truth,, they belia^wed widiout. 
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scrapie, and resumed their placidity. In eeveral other places tibe 
same question had been put with as much simplicity, and frequently 
by the soldiers returning firom the army. On this occasion it was 
rendered more remarkable by the previous hospitality. 

The journey^ from the capital to Adrianople, is usually performed 

in four days. It afforded me no gratification, I saw only the signs 

of a falling empire ; towns sinking into ruin ; deserters from the 

armies ; the spot where one of my own countrymen had been mur* 

• dered ; and impaled criminals swinging on gibbets. 

ADRIANOPLB. 

In Adrianople I somewhat recovered my keify a disposition of 
mind and body which the Turks denominate by this term, and which 
answers pretty nearly to what we mean by being comfortable. I 
lodged with the Austrian consul, an agreeable and shrewd old man. 
He was our agent before the affair of the Dardanelles ; an affair, in 
which, the Turks say, we never intended to do them any harm ; and 
the Greeks, that our admiral and officers were bribed. For the latter 
of these ridiculous opinions, there are^ I dare say, Greeks who 
can give both the mark and number of the casks of money 
that were sent on-*board the fleet ; for I never yet found a Greek 
who was not more inclined to tell a lye than to confess his 
Ignorance. 

Adrianople is the second city of Turkey in Europe ; and, before 
the conquest of Constantinople, was the capital and residence of 
the Sultans. It is delightfully situated on the side of a gently rising 
ground, near the confluence of the Toona^ the Arda, and tha 

s s - 
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Maritza. The two former are spacious streams. The first is the 
ancient Hebros j and, by way of distinction, bears a name which, in 
the Turkish language, signifies The River. They form, to the west 
side of the city, three great fosses, as it were, and are crossed by 
three bridges. The bridge over the Arda, which runs next the 
town, is built of stone, in such an elegant and substantial manner, 
that it would do honour to any city. It is said to have been 
founded, and the piers built, by one pashaw; and that the arches and 
passages were constructed at the expense of another. - The bridges 
over the Hebros and Maritza are of timber. The one on the Hebros 
reminded me of Putney-bridge on the Thames. The flow of water 
beneath seemed to be as wide, though certainly not so deep. The 
waters of the three rivers of Adrianople, after their union, are only 
navigable for boats ; but by them a constant intercourse is main- 
tained with the port of Enos, about sixty miles distant, situated at 
the mouth of the river. 

The spaces of ground between the streams are formed into 
mulberry and vegetable gardens, which, when the weather is fine, 
even in winter, dispose the mind to gay and pleasant reflections. 
It is commonly understood, that the voluptuous perfume of the 
otto of roses is made at Adrianople ; but I was told that the 
distillations are performed in villages several hours distant ; and that 
the oil is brought here to be sent to tlie capital and other luxurious 
places. The mulberry-gardens produce, annually, about forty thou- 
sand pounds weight of silk, of two difierent qualities. The white 
is fine, and usually sold for about fifteen shillings sterling per 
pound 
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In walking down the banks of the Hebros, a monument of white 
marble^ the tomb of the English minister, Mr. Hussey, who a«« 
sisted at the making ]of the peace of Belgrade, was pointed out 
to me. 

The tomb of Mr. Hussey appears, by the inscription, to have 
been erected by his widow. I was shewn another similar proof of 
conjugal afiection to the memory of a Turkish minister (a Governor 
of the city), who, for some malversation in office, had lost his head. 
According to my European notions, there seemed to be something 
magnanimously honest in this poor woman's declaration of the regard 
that she cherished for the memory of her husband. It was not 
dictated by a £a.ctious spirit to excite popular sympathy by any 
alleged martyrdom (for such artifices have no effect in Turkey), but 
was the simple memorial of her love. " Whatever may have been the 
public crimes of my husband, I ever found him kind and good ; 
and, to evince the sense that I retain of that kindness and goodness, 
I have raised this humble testimonial/' Such should have been the 
epitaph. 

The distant appearance of Adrianople, crowned with the dome 
of the superb mosch of Sultan Selim, a building not inferior to those 
tyf the first class in Constantinople, leads the traveller to expect a 
magnificent town. But the delusion does not last long; a suc- 
cession of decaying and wasted buildings soon admonishes him to 
think that he is to see only the haggard old age of a capital city. 

Formerly Adrianople boasted that she possessed more moschs 
than there are days in the year ; but the number is greatly reduced ; 
and it is computed that there are not now two hundred ia existencoi 
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and many of them are hastening to ruin. The bazar of All Ptohaw 
10 a noble ^ifioe of its kind. It contains three hundred and sixty 
shops ; and, both in altitude and length, greatly surpasses any of 
the bazars in Constantinople. It presents the appearance of a stu- 
pendous vaulted gallery, perhaps not less than two thousand feet in 
length. In the neighbourhood of the mosch of Selim there is another 
bazar, which is also a very noble fabric. It is occupied entirely by 
the venders of boots and shoes. The uniformity of the commodities^ 
the variety of the colours, and the neat manner in which they are 
armnged, render the spectacle of this bazar almost entitled to the 
epithet of beautiful. The mosch of Sultan Selim is of the same form 
as the great moschs in Constantinople ; but it is not so rich in cu- 
rious marbles. Two columns of green porphyry bx the court at- 
tracted my attention, the weather having almost eradicated their 
green tincture. The interior of the dome resembles a vast china 
bowl, spacious and splendid. The minerets are surprisingly slender; 
and, in elegance, I think, superior to those attached to any of the ' 
Metropolitan moschs. I owed my permission to enter this building to 
the influence of the French consul. A traveller should not carry 
about his political animosities. His object is to see the curiosities of 
the countries through which he passes ; and those are his friends 
who assist him to attain that object. 

There is a tradition at Adrianople, that, when the Sultan gave 
orders for the construction of this mosch, he directed that it should 
contain a thousand and one doors and windows ; and that the ar- 
chitect made only nine hundred and ninety-nine, excusing himself 
for disobeying the imperial will, by alleging that nine hundred and 
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nmety-nine was a more magnifioeut mouthful than a thousand and 
one ; adding also, that no artist could contrive to put one door or 
one window more in the edifice without destroying its symmetry. I 
suspect that the Tuxiush j^rase, a thousand and one, is equivalent 
to numerous, many, or wonderful. For, in Salonika, the Turks say, 
that the St Demetrius contains a thousand and one piUars ; and, in 
Constantinople, I was told, that one of the ancient cisterns also 
contained a thousand and one pillars ; to say nothing of the thousand 
, and one nights' entertainment of the Arabian tales. 

The stationary population of Adrianople is estimated at eighty 
thousand souls; of whom twenty thousand are computed to be 
Greeks, two thousand five hundred, Jews, an equal number, Arme- 
nians, and about a hundred, Franks ; the remainder consists of Ma* 
homedans. At present, however, the population is supposed to ap- 
proximate to an hundred thousand souls, in consequence of the ar- 
rival of Turkish families that have retired from the seat of war, and 
the places and towns occupied by the Russians. 

The Frank, or, more properly, the French society, for the 
Franks are all of French origin, retain much of the courtesy of the 
old school of manners, and still possess the art of rendering trifles 
interesting. I was one evening r^raled with a supper which was 
served in a paved room set round with orange-trees ; which, by the 
way, I was told, had been cropped of all their blossoms to appease 
the longings of a neighbour's wife. The January air felt as chill 
as if it had never eiiyoyed the blandishments of a flame greater than 
that of the candles. But the fare was sumptuous, and the chattering 
of my teeth hastened the mastication. What chiefly amused me. 
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was the appearance of tliree little girls, the eldest not more than 
eight years old, with dressed hair decorated with flowers and tinsel, 
behaving themselves so prettily at table, that it would have done 
*^ X^ Vieille Cour's'* heart good to have seen them. 

The gentleman who had formerly been consul to the little re- 
public of Ragusa, gave a dinner to the different consuls and their 
families, and a ball in the evening to his neighbours in general. I 
had the pleasure to be invited. The dinner was just such as any 
similar feast would have been to thirty persons in France or England ; 
but the dancing was dismal. It was the common Greek pacing all 
in a row, hand in hand, of as many men, women, and children, as 
the floor would admit ; the leader, at every shriek of the fiddles, 
giving a hitch with one foot, and shaking a handkerchief over his 
•head. This is the self-same dance that the Athenians practice ; and 
which some of the Scribleri imagine to have been the labyrinthicai 
dance introduced by Theseus after his return from Crete. 

The Turks here, as in other places, smoke and drink coffee be- 
tween their scanty meditations ; and the Greeks keep their ecclesi- 
astical fasts strictly, and practise all manner of iniquity. The gross 
revenue of the Archbishop is estimated at upwards of five thousand 
pounds sterling ; but, as a large part of this goes to Constantinople, 
it is probable that his nett income does not amount to one thousand 
pounds a year. 

The Catholics have a monastery here, with a pair of friars in it, 
one of whom is setting up for a saint, although the season is evi- 
dently past. He walks about in the garden, with folded hands, 
or dozes over a book. He had the impudence to tell me, that God 
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had endowed turn with the faculty of ijpeaking any language^ that 
he learnt^ in such a manner that he could not be distinguished from 
the natives. The other is a good facetious citizen^ and treated me 
one morning with a glass of hot punch. He has built a house^ and 
almost a church, with small sums, as low, in many instances, as 
thirty shillings, which he borrowed from poor people at interest. 
The rent of the house not only pays the interest, but serves to li- 
quidate the principal. 

On the- left-hand side of the road, in going to the village of 
Caragash, the house in which Charles XII. was lodged is still 
shewn. Charles, like most of the heroes of their age, is now 
pretty well in the shades. Frederick succeeded him in the mouths 
of the vulgar; but Buonaparte has out-noised them all*. In 

* I was amused, in the course of my journey, with a story so much in point, 
that, although it is absolute nonsense, it is worthy of being repeated. It seems 
that the Turks shew here a huge pair of boots, and a vast sword ; the boots and 
the sword, as the Greeks say, of the great Marcus. This Marcus was, according 
to these classic historians, a renowned warrior in former times, who, by some 
insubordination or another, incurred the displeasure of the Sultan, and therefore 
was thrown into a dungeon, in order to be devoured by a dragon. When the 
dragon entered, the great Marcus offered his knee to it ; and, straightening his 
leg as the beast attempted to bite, rent its jaws asunder, and so killed it 
But the great Marcus, being a giant (it was from his size that he got the title), 
eating, at each meal, the whole contents of an oven, and drinking, at each 
draught, a whole barrel of wine, would soon have perished for want of sus-^ 
tenance, had not his nurse contrived to bring, every morning, a loaf and a 
bottle to the wicket of his prison. A single loaf, and but one bottle of wine. 
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passing through the r^ons <|^ancient glorj, it is almost impossible 
to avoid remarking the insignificancy of military and political 
renown^ compared with the fame which arises from excellence in art^ 
or discoveries in science. There are no men properly entitled to the 
epithet of Great^ but those who leave something which permanently 
a£Pect8 society. Homer still delights ; but the vestiges of the Ma- 
cedonian king remain only in the works of those who still 
amuse us with the tales of his exploits. How many worshipped 
queens and damsels^ orbs that cheered and decorated theifi4^spective 

only served to keep him alive, and he grew so weak and meagre, that he was 
almost quite dead. 

At this conjuncture came a great Moor, with white eyes, as big as the marble 

balls of the huge cannon of the castles of the Dardanelles ; and almost entirely 

destroyed the armies of the Saltan. Then it was that the Sultan repented him of 

what he had done to the great Marcus, and grieved bitterly for the loss of that 

famous warrior: whereupon the nurse went to the palace, and told him, that 

the great Marcus was still alive. The Sultan, in transports of joy, threw hit 

arms about the old woman's neck, and she thought herself ravished. He then 

commanded the great Marcus to be set free ; and all the bakers in the town, and 

all the vintners, were seven days and seven nights in baking bread, and drawing 

wine, to satisfy the hunger of the warrior. At the end of this time, the great 

Marcus, feeling his strength recruited, and his heart courageous, went forth, 

and vanquished the gigantic Moor, with the white eyes as big as the stone balls 

of the cannon of the castles of the Dardanelles. But, calling to mind, one 

night, as he sat in his tent, the indignity that he had suffered from the Sultan, 

he went out, leaving his boots and sword, and returned no more. Some say he 

wandered into Russia, where he still lives, lamenting the ingratitude of kings. 

Can this legend have any reference to Marcus Aurelius ? 
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Spheres, have been quenched in oblivion since the days of the 
ever-dehghting Sappho. 

PHILIPPOPOU* 

I left Adrianople on the fifteenth of January, passing through 
Mustar Pashaw, a town containing about fifteen hundred inhabitants. 
It is situated on the banks of the Hebros, which, till very lately, was 
crossed, at this place, by a magnificent stone bridge of nineteen arches. 
About two years ago, several of the arches were thrown down during 
a flood ; and the bridge is now in ruins. The town^ also, is much 
decayed. The principal mosch would, in England, be considered a 
handsome parish-church for a market town. The post-houses have 
been unusually fine ; but all is neglected,* falling, and ruinous. We 
were ferried across the river in flat square boats. 

I slept at Habipja, two hours, of the post-rate, farther from 
Adrianople than Mustar Pashaw. It is a poor village, and the 
post-house is, literally, a hovel. In the apartment allotted to us, as 
only one fire could be afforded, I found already a crazy old Turk 
and his servant. The servant shewed a waistcoat that he had made 
out of a pair of scailet pantaloons belonging to a Russian ofiicer 
whom he had himself killed at Roztuke. He told us, that, on the 
same day, he had caught a young Muscovite, which he sold to a 
pashaw for three hundred piasters. 

The campaign which Henry the Eighth, of England, fought in 
Picardy, when the Emperor Maximilian served as his vassal, is the 
last of the Western Christian wars in which the private soldiers were, 
individually, allowed the ransom of their prisoners. 

T T 
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. The following morning we passed, on the road, the form^ go- 
vernor of Philippopoli. He was returning to the capital, attended by 
a retinue of several hundred retainers, and four carriages with four 
horses each, in which were the ladies of his haram. His led horses 
were numerous and handsome. He himself, and his officers, formed 
the nucleus of this desultory train, preceded by a man, on horseback, 
beating a kettle-drum. The whole array was somewhat ludicrous, 
and much more disorderly than that of children parading to the sound 
of an old canister. 

In the evemng we rested at Kurootchesmai, in the semi^sub- 
terranean cabin of a peasant. The interior of this Thracian cottage, 
both in respect to furniture and neatness, was equal to any habi« 
tation of the same class ip Scotland, and much superior to those in 
the highlands of that country. The family were numerous, and of 
cheerful obliging dispositions. They prepared my supper expe- 
ditiously, and displayed, on the occasion, a variety of tin utensils, 
that would have served a more sumptuous banquet. Having made 
a large fire, to last for the nighty the females retired to a neighbour's 
house. My bed was spread in a snug comer, and I enjoyed a sleep 
that would have done credit to a London hotel to have produced. 
At break of day we were again on the road. We halted to drink 
coffee at Papas, a desolated village, and reached Philippopoli about 
four o'clock in the afternoon. The Governor billeted me on the 
Bishop, with whom I found good lodgings, ecclesiastical* fare, and 
an intelligent physician, who had studied in Italy ; and I was, in 
other respects, abundantly recompensed for the meagre enjoyments 
of the journey. 
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< It is a general costom of the Greeks to take a dfam before they 
sit down to their meals. The Bight Reverend Father in God^ his 
Lordship the Bishop, instead of being served with his in a glass, 
saluted the bottle personally. Whether this uncleanliness ori^nated 
in any intention to conceal the quantity that he took, or was only 
an iU custom, acquired by private practice, I did not inquire. With 
causes travellers have little to do ; it is enough for them to observe 
and describe. The Grreeks and Turks have two regular meals a day. 
Dinner is served at noon, and supper soon after sun^set. 

In approaching the town, I was alarmed at observing a pro^ 
digious number of the graves in the cemeteries apparently newly ds^ 
up, and concluded that some malignant and sweeping disease reigned 
in the places In Turkey the plague readily presents itself io the 
imagination ; I therefore fearfully set down this appalling spectacle 
to that account. But it is the practice of the Turks, during the 
Carbun biram, which was only just over, to stir the earth on their 
deceased friends ; and the unusually alarming appearance of the 
burying'-grounds was owing to this ceremony having only recently 
been performed. 

'* Mine host," the Bishop, was a grave ecclesiastical personage^ 
not overflowing with information. He was what, in any country, 
^vould be called a respectable man ; decorous in demeanour, if he 
wanted cordiality, and punctual in rites, if he wanted devotion. After 
supper we had a becoming despotical conversation on the affairs of the 
\^'orld in general, and of those of Europe in particular, in which his 
Liordship displayed as much knowledge of the oonstitution and 
people of England as any ordinary member of the English hierarchy 
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IS capable of ahewing^m the state and mannMs of the OttooMD nation. 
In using the term ^* despotical/' let it not be imagined that I am in- 
dulging any Presbyterian prejudice. The modem Greeks call their 
Bishops despots with the same kind of propriety that the ancient 
called their Kings tyrants. 

The doctor was poetically prone. He told me^ that he had at* 
tempted to imitate, in the Romaic, the style of Anacreon, and pro* 
mised me a c<^ of verses which he had made to a young damsel, 
offering her a couple of golden apples, &c. But, in spite of 
fab poetical filing, he was a sensible, well-informed man, and 
possessed an extensive knowledge of the names of the most cele* 
Wated authors of Christendom. He told me, that Demetrius Alez- 
andrides, a pbysidan in Temovo, in Thessaly, who had translated 
Goldsmith's history of Greece from the English into the Romaic, 
w«s still alive ; tlvit one Gobdelaa had lately finished a new trans* 
Iftljon oi Telemachus ; and that Anastasius G^igiades, a native of 
Philippopoli, had translated several books, on the medical science, 
with much ability. The revival of learning in Italy was promoted 
by translations from the Greeks. The revival of learning in Greece 
fecsas, in turn, to be promoted by translations from the languages of 
the West 

The doctor said, that the natives of Philippopoli were remarkable 
ibr their migratory spirit ; and that many of them made no scruple 
to leave their wives and fieuniliee, and retire into Christendom, where 
they enjoyed themselves, remitting only a scanty stipend to those 
who had the best claim to share their enjoyment. The Greeks have 
kss natural affection than any people who pretend to the name of 
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Chrittians. It is not easy to conceive how this should be ; but it is 
a charge alleged against them both by the Turks and Franks. 

Among the various evidences of the sagacity of the ancients may 
be reekooed the situations of their towns, in the choice of which 
they have generally shewn great judgment. The scite of Fhilippo-^ 
poll is remarkably happy. In the middle of a large plain, 
through which the Hebros meanders, three rocky hills rise to* 
gether; and, by their form and appearance over the surrounding 
level, suggest the idea of an island. At a short distance from their 
feet flows the river. On the hiDs, and the interrening space, the 
town is built. The houses, for the most part, are mean ; but the 
city is very large. The population is, apparently, not under forty 
thousand souls. 

Hie plain produces a vast quantity of rice, which ia conveyed by 
rafts of timber, also intended to be sold, and sent by the river to 
Adrianople and to Enos. From Enos the rice is shipped to other 
parts, particularly to the towns of the Phrygian coast, and to 
Constantinople. 

The plain is subject to frequent earthquakes, and I had the 
terrible pleasure of feeling two shocks on the evening of my arrival. 
The* Bishop's servants, who happened to be awake, said they felt 
three. The first of which I was sensible, tock place about mid«* 
night. The vibration continued nearly a minute, gradually in* 
creasing in strength, and subsiding in the same manner. It was ac- 
companied, or perhaps, rather, produced a heavy continuous sound^ 
and altogether resembled the noise and effect of a vast ponderous 
engine driven furioualy. The second shock was a sort of convulsive 
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twitch : coming after the firsts it ex<Hted no alarm. During the 
firsts the J^ahop and the servants started frpm their rooms^ and 
b^an to pray with all their might and main. I was certainly not 
less terrified than any of them; for, wrapping myself up in the 
bed-clothesy I lay in a cold sweat, with feelings such as probably 
affected the victims of the guillotine in the moment of execution* 
In the morning the doctor told me, that, within the last two yean, 
these terrific phenomena have become very frequent, and that they 
are felt, more or less, every week. It has been observed, since the 
frequency of the earthquakes, that the quantity of rain which 
oBually fell, has diminished* 

In Constantinople I was assured that an evident decrease in the 
waters of the Bosphorus is observable ; and I heard, also, that the 
giieat sonth^flowing rivers of Russia are less copious than formerly. 
The water of the lakes of Canada I was told, some years ago, had 
subsided, in the course of seven years, about six feet perpendicularly. 
To what cause are we to attribute this general diminution in the 
humidity of the globe ; and what may be the efiects ? 

BAZEBJEEK. 

. I left Philippopoli about mid-day, crossing the river «D a wcfoderi 
bridge, and reached Bazerjeek soon after five oVJock in the after* 
noon. The road lay along the banks of the river; and the air 
being temperate, the ride was pleasant. But, by some strange 
negligence of recollection, I forgot that my way lay across the field 
on which the fate of Brutus and of Rome had been decided. 

On my arrival, I halted at the Government-house^ to shew my 
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finnan^ and to request an order for lodgings. The usual practice is 
to send the janizary forv^^rd to arrange this business ; but mine, un* 
fortunately, was equally ignorant and reluctant in all the duties fot 
which I had taken him. In this case, however, there was no reason 
to regret his incapacity ; for, in consequence of applying myself at 
the palace, I was invited to stay there, and was very gorgeously and 
hospitably entertained. 

The establishment of the household seemed to be on a very su« 
perior scale, of which some idea may be formed by the number of the 
cooks. Besides those for the haram, I was told that eight were 
daily employed ; and that the other male domestics exceeded thirty 
in number. The quarters of the city -guard were also in the palace. 

The Governor, Hassan Bey, was a sensible well-informed man 
for a Turk. He told me, that I was the first British subject he had 
ever seen, never having been absent from that part of the country^ 
He paid our nation a great many compliments, and seemed to have 
a tolerably distinct idea of the character and disposition of the dif- 
ferent states of Europe. I ought not to omit mentioning an extraor- 
dinary act of condescension with which he honoured me when t 
entered his apartment, and which may be considered as a better 
proof of the liberality of his notions, than a minute report of his 
conversation. He rose from his sopha, and advanced to welcome me 
in a simple and polite manner. He is the eldest of three brothers, 
who farm Bazerjeek, and part of the adjacent district. One of 
them resides in the country to superintend their rural affairs ; and 
Hassan, with the younger, a lad about fifteen, transacts the business 
of the town. 
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Bazerjeek, in appearanoey resembles Larissa, in Thessaly; bat 
4he maiwioiis of the principal Turks are larger than those in Larissa^ 
and it has not so melancholy and impoverished an aspect. It 
reminded me of some of the large market-towns in the qprth 
of England. The population is estimated at more than twenty 
thousand souls ; and^ from the stir in the streets, and the extent dt 
the town, this estimate did not appear extravagant The most re^ 
markaUe things in the place are the minerets of the moschs, ' the 
style of which is unusually el^ant. They have the appearance of 
.well-proportioned Doric columns, and altogether have a kind of 
jdassical air, if that term dare be applied to minerets. Opposite to 
the windows of my room, which overlooked a trim and neatly-kept 
garden, stooil a public clock. 

About two hours after sun-set the household priest performed the 
evening service (I do not well know what other name to give it), 
to the domestics, in an open gallery, through which I took occasion 
to pass at the time. Three pieces of straw cloth, each about twenty 
feet long, were unrolled parallel to each other ; and on these the 
servants were kneeling while the chaplain was praying. In the 
morning again, before sun-rise, the same kind of religious exercise 
was repeated. The general economy, munificence, anff regularity 
of this house, would be respectable in the mansion of any Christian 
nobleman, of whatever nation. 

A JOURNEY. 

In riding from Bazerjeek, towards the pass which separates ^ 
ridges of Mount Hcemus frt>m those of Rhodope, we halted at a small 
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village, in order to warm our fingers, the air from the mountains, 
in the morning, having blown piercingly cold. To our astonish* 
ment, no one in the village was willing to admit us. Considering 
on what ground we were then treading, I might compare our sup- 
plications for entrance to those of Orpheus for the restoration of 
Eurydice j but the churlishness of the peasants was owing to an event 
that checks the levity of fancy. The village, about ten days before, 
had been plundered by a party of Asiatic troops, passing to join the 
army of Vilhi Pasha w, and all the women, except three, were either 
carried away, or murdered. It is the custom of the Asiatic troops, 
on coming into Europe, to practise, on their fellow-subjects, all 
those oulsrages and aggressions which they mean should distress and * 
afflict the enemy. Thrace and Bulgaria suffer as much from their 
defenders as from the actual ravages of war. Hassan Bey had, in 
case of any stragglers of the Asiatic banditti lurking in the recesses 
of the mountains, ordered a party of his guards to see us through 
the pass, and they recommended that we should stop, for the night, 
at Yengi'Ku,' a small town, of which the houses are only wattled 
huts plastered with mud. It stands on the brow of the rising ground 
over which the road from Philippopoli turns into the pass. 

While looking back from this height, on the extensive plain 
below, through which the Hebros was seen meandering until the eye 
could no longer trace its course, I could not avoid remembering, 
in the reflections which occurred to me, that, from Selivria to 
Yengi-Ku, no natural obstacle but the river intervenes to check the 
progress of an invading army, and that no artificial defence has 
been constructed* On the left the chain of Hsemus extends Jq a 
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straight line towards the east, and, on the right, the chain of 
Rhodope towards the south-east, leaving a vast triangular plain 
between. On this spacious theatre, European tactics are calculated 
to produce their greatest effect. It seems reasonable to think, that 
when a Christian army shall have reached Bazerjeek, nothing but a 
miracle on the one side, or infatuation on the other, can save the 
Ottoman state. 

While I was musing on the, apparently, inevitable fall of this 
hitherto deemed " powerful empire,*' an incident took place, opposite 
to the cottage, which would have disturbed more doleful reflections. 
A number of handsome young girls came from the adjacent cottages, 
as the sun was setting, and began to dance to their own singing. 
The magistrate of the town, a patriarchal personage, soon after, 
issued from his abode, leaning on his staff, and advanced towards them. 
At his approach their gaiety was suspended. Having harangued 
them in a solemn manner, he added an impressive argument from 
his staff, d postertor^i, and sent them all screaming to their homes. 
This vigilant governor was provoked, that they should so thought- 
lessly tempt their stars, while Turks and Franks were in the town. 

In the morning, at sun-rise, we were again on the road, and 
travelling in the pass. A quantity of snow had fallen during the 
pight. The wind happening, at the time, to be strong, the mountains 
and trees on the left received the whole fleece, and were white and 
dazzling, while those on the right presented a dark and frowning 
«hade. Though the native of a mountainous country, I had never 
Been any scenery so wild and dismal. The gloom of stupendous 
steeps^ increased by overhanging woods, and the horrors of winter. 
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enhanced by the dread of robbers^ produced a general silence as we 
passed along. The road, for the greatest part of the way, lies in the 
bottom of the glen. Tcfwards the west end it begins to ascend ; 
and, after winding for some time along the shaggy cornice of fearful 
precipices, passes through a Roman gateway, which serves to attest 
the ancient importance attached to the pass. A small dervent, or 
guard-house, at the same place, also shews that its consequence is 
not entirely unknown to the Turks. 

We halted at the dervent, and the soldiers treated us with 
coffee. 

Having warmed ourselves, we again mounted, and, leaving the 
, carriage road, descended by a more rapid and expeditious path to 
Ightiman. 

We were now within the range of the Turkish army, and I was 
advised to renew my guards here, and to take them on to Sophia. 
Half-way from Ightiman to Yengi-Khan, we stopped at a small 
coffee-house on a hill, near the ruins of a church, situated in the 
middle of a burying-ground, . in which the graves are marked with 
little upright stone crosses. The Turks do not, in general, allow 
the Christians to distinguish their graves in this manner. While we 
rested here, a number of peasants, men and women, came with a 
corpse, on a cart drawn by oxen ; and, having dug a hole, deposited 
their dead, with no other ceremonial than a slight silent token of 
resignation, as in Scotland. 

At Yengi-Khan I halted. It is rather a pleasant village. The 
khan appears to have been a handsome structure. It was burnt down 
about twenty years ago, in some commotion of the natives ; and it 
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has not since been repaired. I found a snug corner in a coffee-house^ 
where my bed was stretched, and the post-master sent me a tolerable 
supper. I had come to Adrianople with hired horses, but, for- 
tunately, was there persuaded to avail myself of my post orders ; 
otherwise, the hardships arising from the season, and the circum- 
stances in which I found the country, would, by this dme, have 
become almost insupportable. I came on expeditiously,, next mornings 
to Sophia, and was lodged with Theophanes, the bishop, a man of 
whose learning and genius I had received a high report in Philippo^- 
poli ; which, like few Greek reports, was not exaggerated. 

BISHOP THEOPHANES. 

Theophanes, the bishop, is considered, for his learning and the 
liberality of his sentiments, one of the most distinguished members 
of the Greek hierarchy. He was born in Smyrna, on the second of 
May 1751, where his father was a merchant. In the year 177^^ 
he passed into Europe, visited, in the course of his travels, several 
of the cities most celebrated for the learning and politeness of the 
inhabitants^ and resided some time in Vienna, Dresden, Paris^ 
Lyons^ Milan, Florence, &c. He had previously been in Constan- 
tinople, and had travelled in Wallachia and Moldavia. His style, 
in Latin and literary Greek, is said to be pure and classical. He 
writes French with fluency and elegance. He reads Italian and 
German. He has also some knowledge of the English language, 
and imderstands the different languages and dialects of the Ottoman 
subjects. His poetry is much admired, particularly his French 
verses. He has published several books, and one in that language ; 
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particularly ^^ A Refutation of the impious System of Occellos/' 
written originally in French^ but printed in literary Greek as well as 
in that language. In what way the bishop has refuted the argument 
for the eternity of the world, I cannot pretend to say ; but the title 
of his book is something in the style of the labours of the learned of 
the sixteenth century. He has now ready for publication, a philoso* 
phical work in Latin, on the systems of the different . cabinets oi 
Christendon# 

About twenty years ago> while he was stiU, comparatively, a 
young man, and in the full enjoyment of the superiority which he 
had derived from his knowledge of mankind, and when the society of 
Constantinople was much more opulent and refined than at present, 
he was summoned to his diocese by his flock, and quitted the world 
with reluctance. In his person, he is a short, fat. Doctor Slop-like 
figure, and in liis temper remarkably testy. This brittleness, how- 
ever, being evidently the eiFect of the irksomeness which he has so 
long felt, is often more diverting than disagreeable. His house 
never appears to have been put in order from the moment of his 
arrival. The stairs are encrusted with the dirt of a whole age. 
Under the cushions of the sofa on which he sits and sleeps, are 
stuck innumerable scraps of papers^ the accumulated notes and 
memoranda of twenty years. I requested him to shew me some of 
his poetry. Putting his hand beneath the cushion at his back, he 
pulled out an ancient manuscript, containing the draught of a sonnet 
which he had written at Adrianople, while on his way to Sophia. 
It was addressed to a Grecian princess of the name of Zephyria, 
whom he described to me as a young girl of exquisite beauty and 
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genius, although hy this time she must be pretty weU stricken in 
years. 

When I entered his room, I found a volume of the New Eloisa, 
with one of a new French translation of Clarissa Harlowe on his 
table — two very fit parlour companions for a bishop ! I did not 
distinctly understand what it was that he said he was particularly 
comparing in them ; but his general opinion of the two works, I 
think, was judicious. I met, also, here. Dr. Terianos, with whom 
I was formerly acquainted. To find two respectable literary cha- 
racters at the head quarters of a Turkish army, was an unexpected 
miracle. 

THE TURKISH ARMY. 

Vilhi Pashaw had with him, in Sophia, about fifteen thousand 
men. His army had been greatly augmented after he left the neigh- 
bourhood of Salonika, and it was now supposed, that, with the gar- 
rison of Sophia, and the troops cantoned in the neighbouring towns, 
he had not less than fifty thousand men under his command. At 
Adrianople, I was informed, from the best authority, that the grand 
vizier's great army was reduced to little more than the number of his 
own household ; and that, in less time than a week, he was not uble 
to muster twenty thousand men. The Russians had, it is true, 
retired from that part of Bulgaria ; but it is a historica} fact, which 
the Turks have never considered, that the Russians have always made 
their advances early in the spring, before the Ottoman armies were 
re-collected. I was assured, not only here, but along the whole 
track of my journey from Silivria, tliat, notwithstanding reports to 



Digitized by VnOO^ IC 



335 

the contrary, the Turks, in no part of the last campaign, had two 
hundred thousand men in the field, comprehending all within the 
scope of the war, from Widdin to Wama. Reckoning by the ban- 
nerets, they had a much greater number, for each banneret is supposed 
to be accompanied with an hundred and twenty men; and the strength 
of the force is reported to the sultan by the number of the bannerets. 

Tlie Turks have not the use of the bayonet, nor any weapon cal- 
culated to contend with it. The cavalry use a spear ; but the Alba- 
nians, and the other foot soldiers, only muskets, swords, and pistols. 
By the state of their weapons, they are greatly inferior to the troops 
of Christendom ; which, with the want of discipline, causes them, 
whatever may be their personal bravery, always to be defeated. In the 
whole of the war with Russia, down to the month of March last, 
they had not gained one single advantage. 

The idea of the head quarters of a vizier, had, hitherto, stood in 
my mind magnified with all " the pomp and circumstance of glorious 
war." 1 had fancied that I should hear the continual clashing of 
cymbals, the clangor of trumpets, and the neighing of chargers 
superbly caparisoned. I expected to see the idle state of innumerable 
banners mocking the air, and a restless throng of gorgeous agas. 
If I looked not for discipline, I counted on beholding an anarchy j 
and in approaching Sophia, actually began to patch together in my 
mind an imperfect recollection of that passage of the Paradise Lost, 
in which Milton describes the visit of Satan to Chaos, in order that 
I might have an apt and beautiful quotation when I came to describe 
80 magnificent a spectacle as a vizier's camp ; but my journey was 
ordained to chastise me with disappointments. I saw, in Sophia, 
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only a multitude of Albanians^ as wild as the goats on their native 
mountains. Nor were the pistols in their belts^ perhaps^ more 
formidable weapons than the horns on the heads of the comi)anion8 
of their youth. Their dress was ragged, and as dirty as the dust 
The clouts round their brows, as they walked, grinning, against the 
winter's wind, made them appear more like mad beggars than 
soldiers. Every thing about them indicated the tilth and misery of 
prisoners, rather than the pomp and insolence of soldiers. 

But it is not abroad only that the circumstances of this impaired 
and disordered empire are Msely represented. While I was here, a 
grand salute was fired from the five helpless field-pieces of which his 
highnesses park of artillery consisted, in honour of a great victory 
obtained, over the Russians, near the confines of Persia. In proof of 
this victory it was affirmed, that three thousand heads of the van- 
quished slain were brought to Constantinople. What surprised me 
most was, that Vilhi Pashaw should have given countenance to this 
tale, and attached to it all the importance of a fact 

He is a man neither unacquainted with the ways of the world, 
nor unskilled in human nature. When I saw him in the Morea^ he 
was then at his ease ; and he appeared facetious, shrewd, and greatly 
superior, in the general cast of his endowments, not only to any idea 
that I had formed of Turks in general, but in respect to a kind of dex- 
terous mode of extracting opinions, to most men that I had ever met 
with. When I visited him here, he was the same kind of person, but 
considerably altered. He still retained his disposition to jocularity; but 
the colour of his mind appeared to have become graver. He was, now 
and then, serious, and directly inquisitive ; a frame of temper which', 
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contrasted with his natural gaiety, denoted anxiety and fear. H0 
kept me tvith him above an hour. Though. his conversation was, 
occasionally^ enlivened with sly questions about the different English 
travellers who had visited Tripolizz^, he often reverted, with his 
natural address, to the state of Turkey in our estimation. He, 
evidently, seemed to think, that Turkey, aJone, was not capable of 
effectually prosecuting the war. Nothing escaped from him that 
distinctly conveyed this opinion ; but his manner, and the tendency 
of all his questions, warrants me in ascribing it to him. Nor could 
I forget, at the time, that he had himself said to me, twelve months 
before, in speaking about the Albanians taken into our- service, that 
they would not be found capable of contending with disciplined 
Christian troops. He is, unquestionably, a man of great natural 
talents ; but hi^ head is more political than military. It is no slight 
proof of the absurdity of the Turkish government, that he should be 
placed at the head of the main body of the army. He had never 
been in battle ; and, therefore, whatever may be the justness of his 
notions as to the mode of conducting war, he wants, entirely, that 
habitual readiness in comprehending the details of field operations, 
which is essential to success. 

Since the arrival of the flock of British travellers who are novf 
pervading every part of the Ottoman dominions, Vilhi Pashaw has 
begun to be an antiquary, and has regular bands of scafiers employed 
in different parts of the Morea. He told me that he had found thq 
armour of Epaminondas, which he valued at five thousand pounds, 
sterling ! Vilhi's taste for antiquities does not anpe from any respect 
for venerable relics, or curiosity for specimens ^f ancient skill, but 
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from a pure mercantile inclination to make as much money as he can 
hy those who entertain this respect and curiosity. He professes to 
be, decidedly, an admirer of our nation ; and the bishop, Theophanes, 
told me, that in a conversation which he had held with him on the 
subject, his highness had shewn himself well acquainted with the 
respective principles of the British and French governments. 

To counterbalance the ascendancy that France has obtained in 
the west, it is desirable that some great power should arise in 
the east. Russia seems formed to become that power. Both by her 
natural situation, and by her religion, which, in these parts, is an 
object of primary consideration, she is better calculated than any 
other to renew the equilibrium. In point of general civilization, 
the Russians may be inferior to the Turks ; but they are animated 
with an improving spirit, while the Turks are seized with incurable 
decay. The Greeks would be a valuable acquisition to Russia. They 
would serve to raise her, at once, into a rank approximating, in some 
degree, to the civilization of the other states of Europe ; or, rather, 
they would, speedily, realize to her that character which she has 
obtained by the talents and judicious measures of a series of extra- 
ordinary sovereigns, more than by her proficiency in civilization. The 
possession of Constantinople by Russia, would complete a vast bul- 
wark to the progress, eastward, of the French arms. 

With regard to the extensive realm under Ali Pashaw, there can 
be no hesitation as to what should be our conduct. It is already, in 
every thing but the name, a great kingdom. The . predominancy 
which the Albanians have acquired, mark it out as theirs. They are 
martial, hardy, and laborious j presenting, in their manners and 
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pursuits^ exactly those qualities which we are taught^ by historians, to 
expect in a nation on the point of emerging from barbarity* 



SOPHIA. 



Sophia is a mean dirty town, surrounded with a slight wall, 
which has lately been strengthened by digging a ditch on the 
outside, and throwing up the earth against it This is what is 
called a Turkish entrenched camp ! The houses, in general, am 
mere hovels ; and the mire in the streets was so deep, that it rendered 
them nearly impassable to foot passengers. It was not unusual to 
see a large^ plump, grave, gorgeous Turk, standing on the last 
stone of a crossing row, looking on all sides, with a disconsolate and 
piteous eye^ for another, till he saw a horseman come splashing 
along : then, indeed, he does make an effort, and gains the pathway 
in a surprising manner, from which he looks back, and growls. 

The ordinary population is estimated at ten thousand souls, 
chiefly Greeks, prone to jcnn the Servians against the Turks. I was 
not aware, before my arrival here^ that there was, actuall y, any 
schismatic difference between the Greek and Russian churches ; but 
I have been informed that there is a most important. -The Russian 
admits of secular controul, not only in doctrinal questions, but in 
the appointment of bishops and inferior clergy. The Greek is purely 
ecclesiastical, but not for that the more pure. The bishop, in reply 
to. a particular question, in which I intreated him to give me a 
candid answer, and as a man of the world, said, that the one half 
^of the Greek church had no religion, and that those who .had any, 
were worse than the others i 
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Hie only ancient building in the town, is the church of Saint 
Sophia, a considerable fabric, long since converted into a mosch. 
It was used as the powder magazine. The government-house has 
been an extensive building of its kind, but it is much decayed. In 
the court-yard I saw two coaches and a chariot, in the £nglish style ; 
aj^d about half an hour after, the head of a Russian, which had been 
0exkt to Vilhi Pashaw, wa^ stuck upon a pole as a trophy of victory. 
For this his highness, afterwards, paid dearly. 

A JOURNEY. 

During the day that I halted at Sophia, a heavy fall of snow 
commenced, and continued all night ; nor had it so much abated in 
the morning as to excite the least inclination to take the road ; but 
circumstances rendered it necessary to proceed rapidly, and my 
departure could not be delayed. As Widdin had been left out in my 
firmatn, .the. vizier gave me a Tartar, to secure a reception in that 
fortress ; and, also, orders to the governors of Belkofsa and Kaaralom, 
io famish me with what guards they might think necessary to ensure 
my^ safety. As tu^ therefore, as concerned the robbers that infest 
the greatBelkam, I had little to apprehend; indeed, the severity 
of the cold was such, that no other trav^ers were likely to be on 
the rt)ad, to tempt them from th^ dens. It happened, also, that an 
Austrian janizai*y ^had occasion to go the same way ; so that^ #hat 
with mie thing And another, I had a pretty fdrmickble company. 
But, as large bodies move alowly, what added to our strength im- 
peded our motion ; and though we had notiliing to ^ear from the two 
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or fbur-footed wolves in the pass, there wfts great reason to dread the 
effects of the snow aaid the intensity of the cold, which, as we ascended 
the higher regions of the mountains, exceeded the most intense that 
I had ever before experienced. 

The road from Sophia, lor about three hours ride, lay across the 
sp'^'^ious plain on wluoh the town is situated. Our horses were good^ 
and \v:3 '-ere enabled^ now and then, where the snow had been blown 
thin, ifi Vide fast eqough to keep ourselves warm. I remarked, that 
the Tartars tied handkerchiefs firmly over their ears ; and I found, 
that this manner of confining the insensible respiration by the ears, 
caused an agreeable warmth to be diffused over the -face. 

The carriage way being closed by the snow, the postillions 
resolved to take th^ footpath over the first and lower range of the 
hills. They pretended, also, that it would be shorter ; but we found 
it so bad, concealed by the snow, and broken, that, even when we 
had reached the height, we could only walk our horses — no trifling 
hardship, considering the state of the weather. At length we again 
found ourselves on the highway, which runs, for several miles, along' 
» the bottom of a valley, that is entered without descending from the 
hUls that we had passed. In this valley I saw several hamlets, of 
which the houses were partly excavated in the sides of the mountains; 
and several piles of cotton and merchandize, bound to be transported 
Qcross the Dftnube, but which the snow had arrested^ by rendering 
the roads impassable to laden horses. 

At the west end, a break in the mountains discloses a landscape 
of alpine scenery, that, in a more indulgent season, would have 
awakened admiration, and inspired delight . At the close oi a gloomy ' 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



34^ 

winter daj^ and as the pass by which I was to ascend to a r^on tfmt 
was wrapt in dismal clouds^ the view served only to fill me with r^tet 
and dismay. 

After two hours of cheerless and impatient riding, we reached a 
small hamlet of wattled huts^ at the foot of a stupendous and steep 
ridge, along the side of which our road^ for the next morning, was 
seen winding on the snow towards the summit, like the junction of two 
clouds in the sky. This hamlet was inhabited by Turks/ appointed 
for the purpose of facilitating the intercourse with the troops starioned 
on the northern side of the mountains. We found in the chief hut 
a comfortable fire, and a snug comer, in which I could stretch my 
whole length. The Turk, who had charge of the post, regaled us 
with sugarless coffee ; and, in the course of the evening, with the 
help of a fowl, he contrived, with beans, oil, and onions, with thei 
all-worshipful piUau, to furnish out no desjHcable supper. 

In the morning, by break of day, we were again on the road. 
The rigour of the cold had abated ; the snow had ceased to fall ; and a 
•thick mist enveloped the landscape, rather, however, in detached mass^ 
than universally. From several places, in ascending the lofty ridge ^ 
already mentioned, on looking down I saw breaks and openings in the 
clouds, which disclosed, far below, the track of a terrestrial stream in a 
vale, and other signs and evidences of the habitable region of men. 

The view from the brow of this sublime height, was unlike any 
prospect that I had ever before seen. A soft haze pervaded the 
atmosphere; all was white; but the haze so tempered the white, 
that the eye could look in every direction, unannoyed. A gentle air 
stirred the mist that lay along the side of the hills, occasionally 
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revealing and concealing the more sublunar scenery. The whole 
appearance of nature was soft, furry, and imperfectly defined ; and 
the effect on the spirits was correspondingly tranquil and com- 
placent. 

But our way led us to a still higher climate, above the haze and 
the clouds, and where the sun shone with almost insufferable splen- 
dour. On this higher tract, the road lies, for several miles, along a 
plain, gently inclined towards the north; here and there feathered 
with trees ; for, when I passed, the trees had all the appearance of 
white feathers. They gradually increased in magnitude and number, 
till we found ourselves beneath the branches of the forest that clothes 
the northern side of the mountains. The road, which winds down 
through this wood, was, in many places, so steep and slippery, that 
we were obliged to dismount, an^ lead our horses. 

About half way down, we fell in with one of those idiots which 
follow the armies of Christendom as well as of Turkey. He wore a 
turban made of a wolf's skin, and rode a horse which he had brought 
away from Belkofsa, to save himself and it from being starved to 
death. He was nearly unspeakably drunk, and it was with difficulty 
that what he said could be understood. 

Savage and gloomy places, such as the passes in this wood, per- 
haps, often tend, by some strange moral influence, to instigate the 
wretched inhabitants to the commission of those outrages, the dread 
olF which induces the traveller to quicken his pace, and to rouse his 
courage. Near a rude bridge of trees, across a ravine, the first that 
is passed in descending from the great ridge of the mountains, a 
French oflBcer of distinction, with his servants and three Tartars, 
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were> some years ago, robbed and murdered. Perhaps it id oot 
unworthy dF being noticed and reccM^ed, that, although robberies, 
in this part of Turkey, are not less frequent than formerly, they are 
now very rarely attended with murder. The commercial intercourse 
with Germany, through Hungary, has softened the spirit of outrage. 
The travdlers are more numerous; but they sddom carry more 
money with them than is absolutely necessary for their expenses ; 
deriving, by ihe extending circulation of bills of exchange, the 
megins of executing their business, for which, formerly, they were 
obliged to carry eflFective money. They have, therefore, now, com* 
paratively, but a slight motive for resistance ; and, unless they be 
indeed headstrong, they will always surrender at discretion. » 

When we had reached the lower part of the forest, we met a band 
of armed men, the chief of whom commanded us to halt and alight. 
It was the governor of Belkofsa and his guards, going to inspect a 
post in the neighbourhood. Vilhi Pashaw's Tartar immediately 
untied his portmanteau, and presented him with a ring from his 
master, and a letter, in which I was recommended to his protection* 
The governor had, in the mean time, seated himself on the ground^ 
Putting the ring on his little finger, he began to read the letter. 
Suddenly, a blast of wind came roaring through the wood, shaking 
the whole wintry weight from the trees, and covering us all so 
quickly and profusely, that I began to fear that we were involved in 
the beard or tail of an avalanche. The governor having disencum- 
bered himself from his pelisse of snow, and read the letter, after 
the usual Turkish salutations, took his inkstand from his girdle, and 
wrote instructions to his second in command, to furnish me with 
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goards as &r as Kaaralom^ to the commandant of which the Tartar 
had another ring and a letter. He then mounted^ and we alaio 
pursued our way. 

The Turkish phrases of compliment and salutation are the same 
on all occasions. The second, which is delivered after a visitor has 
been seated a short time on the sopha, is an inquiry if he be com- 
fortable. The Governor of Belkofsa was too polite a personage to 
omit it ; so, stroking down his breast, as he was sitting in the snow 
as high as his head, he mquired, with all possible gravity, in a 
tone of hope, if I was comfortable ? The snow was up to my middle. 

On the skirts of the forest we halted, for a short time, at a 
village situated on the uneven banks of a rapid stream. As the whole 
&ce of nature was deeply covered with snow, I found a cottage fire 
a much more agreeable object of sight than any in the landscape. Iii 
this village I was greeted with a new title. An ' old peasant came 
up to me as I had mounted, and inquired if the Domos would drink 
wine with him, which the Domos, of course, did. 

It was about two o'clock in the afternoon when we reached 
Belkofsa, a town of less extent than Sophia, but much better for* 
tified. The Russians, in one of their late incursions, having taken 
possession ci it, after they Retired, the government-house "Was 
formed into a little citadel, which, considered as a temporary work, 
reflects credit on Vilhi Pashaw's engineers. The town is situated in 
a hollow sweep in the lower range of the mountains. The houses 
generally are but hovels and sheds. The residence of the Governor 
is a new and respectable febric, and stands dignified, in my remein- 
ibrance, by a good dinner. On a neighbouring hill, overlooking the 

Yt 
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strengthened hy new works^ and a garrison of several hundred men. 
At Sophia I was told that the garrison of Belkofsa amounted to five 
thousand men. Half the number would have been more than 
the truth. 

No snow having fallen, on this side of the mountains, for seve- 
ral days, the road to Widdin was pretty well trodden. We 
reached Kootlofea before sun-set, distant from Belkofsa about four 
hours of the post-rate. Here, upon persuasion of being paid, a 
jGroody Blake consented to give me the use of her house for the night 
The commandant had allotted me a better habitation, but it had not 
been warmed by a fire for the Lord knows how long ; and there were 
two pieces of ice, in what had been pools of water, in the very 
chimney-nook. In ;this village we found it extremely difficult to 
.procure any thing either for man or beast. Indeed^ had it not been 
for the authoritative voice of th^e Tartar, I know not whi^t we shofdd 
have done. Having made a hearty dinper, supper, some comfortable 
critic, who has done the same, may think, was not very. necessary. 
But a ride, from day-break till the evening, through pools and 
snow, deserves more than one meal a day ; at least I thought so, 
especially as we were to depart, without breakfast, in the morning. 

From Kootlofsa to Kaaralom nothing worth noticing occurred. 
.Two wolves looked at us from a distance ; and the Tartars setting 
up a shout, they ran away. The villages appeared to be semi- 
^subterranean. The peasants, remarkably stout, tall, and well made, 
.were dressed in sheep-skins, of which the wool was worn in the 
inside. 
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Hie Govfemor of Kaaralom, a frank^ senfiifale Albanism, received 
me with muefa cordiality^ and provided me with lodging ia the houae 
of a Greeks whose humble habitation, though but a cottage, ex- 
hibited signs of an ^incipient taste for gentility. The hostess was 
active, and seemed superior to her class. It was situated, like the 
other houses of the town, within a small inclosure, which, however^ 
instead of being a receptacle for old shoes, bones, rags, and 
rubbish, had the appearance, even through the snow, of being neatly 
planted. My room had not glazed windows, but the wooden frame 
was covered with writing-paper, uniform, and all entire* The floor 
was earth. Round the walls was a small platform, in imitation 
of the sophas of the Turks. A stove, constructed of dies and mortar^ 
which the kitchen -fire served to heat, warmed this apartment My 
meal, though of homely materials, was dished in respectable earthioi- 
ware, and with a palatable degree of heat ; an ii^redi^it highly es- 
sential, in winter, to the simplest fare, as well as to the compounds 
of the most abstruse cookery. 

From Kaaralom to Widdin the road lies along the banks of the' 
Danube, that famous epic stream, whose waters have never .ceased 
to blush for the calamities that mankind bring upon themselves. 
The morning was thick and dull ; and the opposite shore was vot 
visible. The surface of the river was encrusted with floating, ice, 
hurling along with a harsh and continual crashing. 



A PASHAW. 



Every traveller is necessarily the hero of his own story, espe- 
cially if he happens to travel alobe. When he has the feKoity <$' a 
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companion, the onavoidable egotism i» ofascwed by the use of the 
aocial pronoup* llus remark is a n^oessary preface to the fcdlowmg^ 
adventure. 

Widdin had been left oot in my firman, and the omission, as it 
was pretended, could not be rectified. Bat, as this fortress was one 
of the chief points to which my journey was directed, in order to 
obviate the efiects of the omission, before reaching the gate, I sent 
forward Vilhi Pashaw's Tartar. This obtained, for me, leave to enter J 
and I reached, unmolested, the house inhabited by the Archbishop, 
to whom I had a letter. His regular habitation was, at the time, 
converted into barracks. Having only himself an apartment in a 
private house, he could not accommodate me with lodgings ; but the 
gates of the cijtadel were shut, for the nighty soon after J had ob« 
iaimd admission, so that 1 was 6bliged to remain with him. 

In j^he course of a shMt time after my arrival, the officer, who 
haathe superintendance of strangers, hid reported me to the pashaw, 
and the Bishop was immediately sent for to give an account of his 
guest The Turk who brought this message, having delivered it, 
spread hia mantle <m the floor, and said his prayers. 

In the room, when I arrived, the Pashaw's interpreter happened 
to^he sitting ; and, while the Archbishop was gone to the palace,'"^ 
we fell into c<mver3ation« He recommended himself to me in the 
.warmest manner, and also a notorious Greek, of whose mal- 
practices I had previously received some information. The in- 
terpreter had been brought up in the midst of that focus of rascality. 
the petty court of Bucarest,. and seemed to have an innate appetite 
for,ihtrigu,e. . H« was well acquainted with the vendible qualities of 
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'several ^B^ted pers6nage0 ia GonstaQtinapley and elsewhere; and I 
had aome reaaoDr to credit muoU of what'he very freely stated; Not- 
withstaadftug all my asswtions to the contrary, and the tenor of the 
letter to the ArdiUshop, with other strong proofs, he set me down 
as a military officer sent to spy the nakedness of the land. Had I 
worn a uniform, as the English travellers in Turkey commonly do, 
I should not have becai surprized at this^; but I had nothing more 
bloody about me than a red waistcoat. I have not even, for what 
may be ^considered a pusiUanimous reason, ever carried arms in 
the whole course of my travels, finding thyself at the mercy of in- 
terpreters, by whose blunders misunderstandings might arise, I re- 
solved not to have it in my power to precipitate quarrels. It seemed, 
also, to me, safer to he^ without arms, because harmless creatures 
are more hospitably dealt with th4d those which have stings and 
venom. The artful character of the interpreter's own mind, and the 
reputation of his friend, convinced me that I ought to have nothing 
to do with him. Acute and suspicious, he vras not long in observing 
that his offer had been mentally rejected* 

Next morning I went to the seraglio ; and I was fint introduced 
to the pashaw's secretary, a cunning clever old Turk. From his 
room I was conducted, through many a labyrinthical turning, to the 
chamber where sat the '* semi-virumque bovem" himself, holding a 
curio\isly-carved and knotched wooden sceptre in its paw, with which 
it occasionally scratched its neck. 

When the Turk is at his ease, he sits, as all the world knows, 
cross-legged; but, when his mind is excited, he elevates his sittii^ 
part, and, drawing his knees together, bends forward with an eager 
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countenance. Into this posture Mula Pashaw threw himself as I 
entered the room ; and I therefore concluded, that he felt himiself 
greatly interested in my visit. In the course of conversation it 
appeared, that the interpreter had been with him, and that my 
promotion had been very rapid, for his highness, more than once, 
aflBrmed his conviction that I was no less than a general. But 
while the solemn service of pipes and coffee is going on, his history 
may be introduced. 

The former governor of this district was one Passwan Oglu, 
whose name I recollected to have seen, some time ago, coupled, in 
the newspapers, with a great deal of nonsense, as there commonly 
is about Turkish afiairs. Passwan Oglu, by extortions, and frauds 
on the revenue that he had been entrusted to collect, acquired vast 
riches. It is said, that, in je|^s and money, he left to the value 
of more than two millions and a half sterling. Mula Pashaw was 
a low officer in his household ; but he had attracted the good graces 
of his master's favourite wife, who, after the death of her husband, 
contrived to surrender herself to him, with all the enormous hoard 
of tyranny and peculation. With so much wealth, his promotion 
at Constantinople was, of course, irresistible. He was soon appointed 
successor to his master, with all the titles and prerogatives usually 
given to the governors of this important fortress. In his mi^ners 
and mind, I found him a genuine Turk, of that stamp by which 
the Turkish character is best known in Christendom, ignorant, 
insolent, and as proud as Lucifer. However, our interview passed off 
tolerably well, and he seemed disposed, on his own part, to 
be civil. m^ 
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The town was so full of soldiers^ that he could not give me 
lodgings in any private house; but he ordered an apartment in one 
of the khans to be carpeted for me, into which I removed imme- 
diately after leaving the seraglio. In the mean time, the interpreter 
and the Greek to whom I have alluded, and whofn I must consider 
as the invisible machinery of my epic, had put their heads together, 
and were at work. 

Towards the evening, I received an intimation, by my janizary, 
that it was expected I would not stay more than three days in the 
town^ nor walk about the fortifications. This intelligence was not 
very ag^eable ; but happening, at the time, to be writing, it did 
not much trouble me. Before the gates were shut for the night, a 
message came from the Tartar aga of the garrison, to inform Vilhi 
Pashaw's Tartar, that horses were ready for him, and that he must 
depart immediately. Two days passed without any occurrence ; and 
a heavy feill of snow prevented me from having any desire to walk 

abroad. On the afternoon of the third day the weather cleared^ 

• » • 

when my janizary, who happened to be out in the street, came in, 
with great exultation in his looks, to call me to see the pashaw in a 
scarlet chariot, with about two hundred guards, going to the 
custom-house ; little thinking that all this magnificent array was on 
our account. In the course of a few minutes after, came a messenger, 
with a silver rod in his hand, and ordered the janizary to go to the 
pashaw. The janizary went, with fear and trembling, and returned^ 
with the tear in his eye, along with the messenger, to imjuire if I 
was not a Russian spy ; because, if I was, the pashaw had threatened 
to put his head in his hand, like a melon, for bringing me into the 



^\ Digitized by VnOOQy^ 



352 

fortress. This was accompanied with an order for my dragoman to 
attend examination: but the plot had now ihiickened to such a 
degree, that I thought it best to hasten the catastrophe, and therefore 
refused to allow him to leave the room. 

This answer bibught the pasha w's interpreter, with a consequen- 
tial aspect I recapitulated to him all the circumstances of the extra- 
ordinary course of proceeding that seemed to have been adopted 
towards me, and again affirmed that I had come on no other business 
than what was already known to him. He went away, and returned, 
soon after,, with an inquiry if I had any letters for the paahaw, in 
oixler to acooont for the omission cf Widdin in my firman. Wkh 
the 'natural answec to this he departed ; but almost immediately came 
back with a demasid for my papers. To this it was necessary, smce 
ihings had come to such an extremity, to ' put on a bold face. I 
therefore replied to the following effect. 

^^ My papers consist wholly of private letters, and passports, 
which I will certainly not deKver to you, nor to any one else. Nor 
do I know that all these impertinent messages really come from 
the pashaw ; but in case they do, you may tell him, that I will attend 
himself whenever he is pleased to call me, and satisfy him sufficiency 
that I am a British subject — that, as such, I claim his protection. 
if there be any complaint against me, I should be told what it is ; 
but do not endeavour to pick matter of suspicion out of my attend- 
ants. ' Finally, and once for all, say that I feel myself in the power 
of his highness ; but, at his peril, let him do me any injury.'^ 

Historical truth obliges me to confess,' that there was really very 
litdfi herasm in this magnanimous oration. I knew that, however 
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fairly and clearly Greek interpreters may reflect the acquiescences 
of peace and ceremony, they are almost non-conductors of indig- 
nant remonstrance. The fellow to whom I was speaking, would 
as soon have ventured to have tugged the pashaw by his black bu^hy 
beard, as to have repeated a moiety of the sense only of what I. said. 
My answer closed the affair. The pashaw sent to say, that^ as he 
could neither read nor write, he wished me to wait next day with 
my papers on his secretary, which I did ; and it is but justice to add, 
that I had no farther reason to complain during the remainder of 
my stay. 

I>uring this last visit of the inteipreter, my stupid janizary, un- 
derstanding that the pashaw was wanting my papers, and he, hap- 
pening to have a number of packets and trumpery in his portmanteau, 
must, forsooth, bring his also out, in order to strengthen the af- 
firmations of our purity and innocence. Among them, to my in- 
describable horror, was a parcel for Prince Kaminsky, the Russian 
Commander in Chief. I had but one way to take on this frightful 
discovery, which was to order him with it instantly to the pashaw. 
The three or four minutes which he was absent were truly exquisite. 
However, he soon returned, with a blithe countenance, saying, that 
the pashaw was in correspondence with the Russian General, and 
would transmit the packet, without delay, across the river, to the 
officer commanding there, and send the receipt when the bdat re- 
turned ; which was faithfully performed. 
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WIDDIN, 



Widdin is the only fortress that the Turk^ retain on the 
banks of the Danube. Between Christendom and Constantinople 
there is^ now^ no artificial impediment ; and I have described the most 
ISarmi(|able of the natural^ as seen and travelled under the incle- 
mencies of winter. 

The walls of Widdin are wdl built, in the European style of 
finlification ; or rather^ they are but little changed from die state in 
which they were when it was taken from the Austrians. It is said^i 
that no less than three hundred pieces of heavy brass ordnance are 
mounted on them. The number is certainly very considerable. The 
old castle, though almost in ruins, is still a stately and venerable 
pile. Seen from the river, it is a noble and picture8q[ue feature in 
the appearance of the town. By its vicinity to the new works, it 
serves to shew, that,' whatever the structures of the modem art of 
fortification may have gained in the means of defence, those of the 
ancient displayed more aspectable grandeur. The new citadel, built 
in the time of Passwan Oglu, I did not visit ; but it is considered 
here as a very redoubtable construction. On the east side of the 
^ty, a large suburb extends down the bank of the Danube ; and it 
has also been inclosed, lately, by a temporary wall and ditch. 

The population of the city and suburbs is estimated, at present, 
to amount to fifty thousand souls. Probably it is not less than thirty 
thousand. Every report of population, and of every thing else, in 
Turkey, must be received, not with caution only, but with doubt 
It is certain^ that the number of inhabitants ascribed to different 
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places in tius empire, hr exceeds what is weU knowa to exist in 
towas^ apparently mcich.larg^, and more populous, with us. 

Between the houses of the suburbs and the riVer, ther6 is an open 
space, about fifty yards wide, along which lie the vessels and boats 
employed in the navigation of the Danube. Owing to the jealousy 
with which I was treated, I did not choose to be very particular in 
my inquiries relative to atty thing about the town or river ; but, one 
afternoon, I counted upwards of seventy vessels at the wharf, of 
which the smallest seemed to be capable of carrying ten tons, and 
the largest at least thirty ; and there were many more which I did not 
reckon. Between Belgrade and the moiith of the river, upwards 
of six hundred boats and baiks are employed. The French are well 
acquainted with thii,^ and, no doubt, know their value. For, by the 
river, they have now a communication with the Black Sea, by which 
they may approach almost to the confines <^ Persia ; and they are^ 
at this moment, oi^nizing the means of intercourse. 

Widdin afforded an interesting and an extraordinary scene. In 
the heart of the war, on the one side exposed to the Servians in open 
union with the enemy ; on thtf other, to the troops of Vilhi Pashaw> 
supposed to be as hostile to the Governor as the public enemy, and, 
with the public enemy immediately in front — yet it was enjoying a 
profitable and flourishing commerce. The transit being interrupted by 
the ice in the river, the quantity of goods, particularly bales of 
.cotton, that had accumulated in the warehouses, sheds, and open 
streets, exceeded credibility. I have been told, that, in the course of 
last year, above a hundred thousand horse-loads of merchandize 
passed the river here ; and I believe this,, to a gjreat extent, from 
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nrliat I have had opportanities of othwwtse knowing* Tet^ notwith* 
standing, and though those employed in die transit tax and charge 
as they please^ there is not a consul in the town, not even an 
Austrian, or a public French agent or subject On each horse*]oad 
that passes, the Russian general receives f<»*ty piastres. The for*^ 
tifications of Widdin are defensible, but the houses are of wood ; 
and the whole town might, in the course oi a night's bombardment, 
be reduced, literally, to ashes. To .what cause are we to ascribe the 
respite Widdin has enjoyed ? 

Tte town was reported to have been weH stocked with provisions, 
which, however, owing to a continual dread of siege, were dealt 
.with so much frugality, that, without actually suffering famine, it 
presented often the tumults and scenes that accompany that i^amity. 
The bake*houses were only opened at certain hours, *and a guard was 
posted round them to keep the populace in order, who, nevertheless, 
frequently burst out into dangerous tumults. One day a man was 
shot at a bake-house almost opposite to my window. 

Of the state of society, in a Turkish frontier town, I had not, my- 
self, the means of acquiring any knowledge. But the pashaw's doctor 
dedared that the inhabitants are the most barbarous, vindictive, and ^ 
dishonest wretches on the face of the earth. He had cured many of ^ 
them, . and could not obtain a single fee, Tlie son of Passwan 
Oglu lately took a fancy to have a European curricle, and per- 
suaded a young German, who happened to be in the town, to order 
one for him, with a pair of bred horses, from Vienna. The German 
procured the carriage and cattle; but, when they arrived, they did 
not appear to please; and, above all, the price was exorbitant 
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StiU^ from daty to day, tbe enniged German was flatty i^ wil^, an^ 
imperfect hope, and the. horses, in the meantime, wc^e eating him 
out of house and halL At last,- young Qglu consented to tak|» 
them at a fourth part of the original cost. This was considered a 
very notable feat of jockeyship, hoth the carriage and horses haying* 
from the 6rst sight, won the heart and admiration of Bashaw 
Oglu* 

The vicinity of Christendom does not improve the Turks. G)n- 
cdving themselves to be the first dass of human beings, their prid^ 
is wounded, and their address shai^i^ened, by the,, necessary inter- 
course, with Europeans. They lose the complacency wbich^ in reo^ote 
'Countries, they derive and practise, from thefr imaginary supmoiity ; 
and they acquire a malicious cunning, which i|t once serves tq indem- 
nify and to revenge the loss of that deference which they expect and 
claim from Christians. W , 

The country round Widdin is fertile, and produces excellent 
wines, similar to those of Hungary. But what avails the liberality 
of Nature, under the rule of a Turkish viceroy : one, tpo, who 

* It is a slight error that most authors on Turkey commit, in writing Basbav^ 
and Pashaw as if they were titles of the same rank. The former means only 
Master^ in the sense in which it is used by us in addressing a gentleman. Aga, 
is not only a militaiy title, but is also a term of courtesy, precisely of the nature 
of Esquire ampng us. Bey is, exactly, Governor : it is also, in courtesy, similar 
to Lord^ as applied to the sons of the British Earls and higher nobility. A Pasbaw 
of two tails is a Governor with restricted powers ; and a Pasbaw of three tails has 
the title of Vizier or Viceroy, as he is the immediate deputy of the Sultan. The 
Grand Vizier is Viceroy over all. ' 
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pnotises the caprice of a tyrant towards the onlera of his sovereign, 
with as much impunity as upon the wretches whom Providence has 
mysterioisisly doomed to suffer beneath his oppression. 

While here, I obtained a few brief, but imperfect, notices of the 
state of the Servians; the sum and substance of which is, that 
although unanimous against their common foes, the Turks, they 
are factious and divided among themselves. The same spirit which 
they have exerted, has spread so rapidly and effectually throughout 
the whole of Bulgaria, that, if it were not for the presence of the 
armies, assembled on Account of the war, the whole province would, 
by this time, have been either free, or in triumphant rebellion. 

. Th6 diminution of lame that has happened to the great chess 
players of the war of 17^6, and the seven years' war in Germany, 
has lowered, the value of military celebrity, especially that kind of 
it which was in vogue during the greatest part of the last century. 
tt would appear, by the triumphal monuments which the Emperor 
Joseph caused to be erected to commemorate the campaign of Loudon 
in the year 1789, that the taking of Belgrade was, in those old 
times, a very great achieveipent ; because, in the year 1688, Maxi-> 
milian of Bavaria spent two months in the siege, and lost upwards 
q{ thirty thousand men ; and Prince Eugene, in 1717? ^^ ^o^y 
thousand men on the same ground. Belgrade was, undoubtedly, 
as Cardinal Wolsey called it, a propugnacious fortress ; but, in the 
year 1789, it could have been no great praise to an Austrian army, 
to vanquish the rabble rout of the Ottoman empire, if the Austrian 
army was ever half so fine a thing as our drill Serjeants would make 
us believe. In the seventeenth century the military tactics of 
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Chtistendpm and Turkey were nearly on a par; but, after the 
FmssiaB system came to be generally adopted -^ that system 
which made the soldier no more than a pieqe of the musket^ a 
mperiority was gained by the Christians, which the Turks are not 
'likely to attain. From ^ the period of the Duke of Marlborough's 
^campai^s against Louis XIV. down to the French Revolutioti, 
the perfection of the military art seems to have lain in taking away 
from the individaals of armies alLthe motives of personal glory, and 
of substituting a regimental spirit for heroism. The ambitious 
soldier felt, in some degree, promoted, when the corps to which h? 
belonged happened, by the players at the ^^ Royal Game,'' to be 
placed in a situation, where the habits which had been acquired by 
an implicit obedience to the word and sign of the adjutant and 
flugleman could be shewn to advantage. The war of the French 
Revolution reduced the mechanical, and repaired the sentimental, 
constitution of the military. All new systems of tactics seem to 
possess, in their first impression, a decisive advantage. The prowess 
of individuals came to be resisted by numbers ; numbers by corps ; 
and corps have, in their turn, been subjected to artillery. 

In Turiiey it is commonly thought, that the slow progress which 
the Russians makein the war, is owing to the dread of adinancing, 
and to the front that the Ottomans oppose. From all that I heard 
and observed in the course of my journey, it seemed to me that it 
would be just as reasonable to ascribe the delay to some settled prin* 
ciple of humane policy in the Russian government. For, the Turkish 
families, viewing the conquerors with the double animosity of political 
and religious enmity, universally retire as they approach, abandoning 
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their habitations, and retreating towards the focus of the empire ; 
and it might be said, that the Russian government wished to afford 
them time to remove. The respite which Russia gives to the SoHan, 
is owing to some other consideration than to any apprehension which 
she ought to entertain of the resistance that he, in- his present 
circumstances, is capable of making. It is insanity to talk of the 
power of the Ottoman nation in the way which is commonly done. 
It is like speaking of the strength of a man that dozes to death, 
stricken in every limb with the palsy. Yet much of the raw material 
of a great nation exists in Turkey ; but all the machinery for turning 
it into effect is falling' asunder. The great protector, at present, of 
this empire, is France. Her views and projects are not yet sufficiently 
matured, to induce her to act otherwise ; and, by the skilful admi- 
nistration of hope and fear to the cabinets of Constantinople and 
Petersburg, she deters the one and encourages the other. While 
fear continues to be the principle of ruling mankind, the British 
can have, in these times, but little real ascendancy in Constantinople. 
The divan is perfectly aware of the disposition of France ; but the 
renown of the French arms influences every member. The comfort 
of the Ottoman statesmen lies more in the unsettled frame of Christ- 
endom, than in the strength of Turkey. France also knows, 
that if she ui^e the Porte to declare against us, we shall then take 
possession of the Levant islands. It is this consideration that has 
induced her to be less peremptory on the subject, than some of our 
statesmen, in order to enhance their own consequence, pretend. 
While the numerous Ottoman islands remain in their present 
defenceless condition, let us not believe that it is British diplomatists 
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who prevent the Porte from embracing the continental system.- 
France is well informed of the true state of them all ; and she knows, 
that, if they fall into our hands, such is the feeling of their inha- 
bitants, that we shall soon be induced to organize them into a part 
of Qur dominions. I shall not be surprised, if, before peace be made, 
between the Turks and Russians, matters be so managed, as that the^ 
Turks shall appear to regain part of their lost territory, by force of 
arms. France will so menace Russia, as to induce her to diminish 
her army on the left bank of the Danube, and the Turks will then 
make head. It is melancholy to think how the fates and fortunes of 
thousands are disposed of, to preserve the consistency of a few despi- 
cable politicians ! 

RETURN TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 

The morning of the day on which I left Widdin, a rapid thaw 
had commenced, and it was twdve o'clock before I found myself 
ready to quit the town. The horses were not good, and the road, 
was deep and slippery. The picture of a man perishing in the 
snow has been drawn by Thomson : the dangers of a traveller, in a 
thaw at night, would not have been less impressive, by the same 
pencil. The tracks in the snow, which, during the frost, had 
been converted into highways, were now turned into canals of water; 
and we were obliged to seek new paths, at the risk that attended 
the first adventurers. The streams which had been frozen, but of 
which the ice, by the continual thoroughfare of passengers, had been^ 
in many places, broken, were full and rapid ; and the horses, in pass« 
ing, several times suddenly plunged up to the belly^ To all these 
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were added^ a lowering sky^ a wet night, and catde that we had 
much reason to fear would founder, atld leave ub on the road. 

It was past ten o'clock when we reached the khan, in Kaaralom, 
which I was agreeably surprised to find a liandsome new building. 
The apartment was much superior to the room in the cottage where I 
had formerly slept. It was also warmed by a stove ; and the Greek 
who had charge of it, notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, pro- 
cured us beans, stewed with oil; which, being hot, proved exceedingly 
savoury. 

Early next morning, we were again under weigh. The weather 
had changed in the night, and the morning was sharp and fine. We 
halted at a village to take some refireshment ; and, while the bread 
was baking, a young woman, of very ordinary structure, came and 
kissed our hands, beginning with a Tartar, whom I got firom the 
pasha of Widdin, to conduct me to Sophia. Her hair was hung full 
of paras, large massy bracelets of silver were on her arms^ and her 
^ fingers were loaded with Brobdingna^an rings of the same metal. She 
was a bride, adorned with all her dowry, which, independent of the 
paras in her hair, could not be less than several pounds weight of 
silver. 

At Koodoftsa we passed the night much in the same manner a» 
We had done before, but in a different cottage. In the morning, being 
sinxious to reach the summit of the mountains that day, we departed 
two hours before sun-rise ; but had scarcely proceeded half a mile, 
when a dreadful sleety shower came on, which wet me to the skin, 
and chilled me to the heart. Unable to continue the journey, we 
sought shelter, just as the day began to dawn^ in a cottage, on the 
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banks of a troubled and roaring torrent Owing to the vicdence 
of the thaw^ the roof was dropping a heavy slower j and the 
inhabitants^ shivering and cowering round their fire^ were scarcely 
more comfortable than ourselves. The scene only served to make 
the mind su£Fer as keenly as the frame. 

In the corner of the cottage a cask of wine was discovered^ which, 
with a little persuasion^ was broached. The wine was not yet weH 
thawed ; but a pan and the fire supplied what the backwardness of 
the season had denied. As the day advanced, the sleet became gra*- 
dually changed entirely to snow, and the cheerfulness insured 
t)y the hot wine induced us to take the road. We reached Bel- 
koftsa about nine o'clock in the morning ; where a warm room, and a 
blazing fire in the governor's house, induced me to remain for the 
day. In the afternoon the snow ceased to fall, and the evening set 
in clear and frosty. • 

At Belkoftsa we got good horses, and reached, earlier than I 
expected, the table-land above the forest of the mountains, which I 
have already described. Since my former journey, the snow had 
increased greatly. The road^ which the caravans for Widdin served 
to keep open, was contracted to a trench, and the snow, on each side, 
reached as high as the shoulders of ihe horses. The day, though 
excessively cold, was beautiful; and a smart breeze, which occa«- 
sionally rose, often changed the form of the landscape. In the course 
of the late fall, the snow, in many places, and on the sides of the 
precipices, had drifted to a great height. The wiud sometimes seized 
the high cm*ling crests of these fictitious hills, and dispersed them 
like smoke, opening new views as they disappeared. 
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At the post where we formerly slept, we halted to take coffee. Oar 
horses not appearing greatly tired, we resolved to proceed to Sophia, 
which we reached ahout eight o'clock at night. The distance from 
Belkoftsa is eighteen hours, of the post rate; but it is not an extraor- 
dinary ride, in good weather, to perform it in twelve. 

The old bishop was exceedingly dejected on account of the re- 
newal of hostilities, and the taking of Loftsa, with the whole flower 
of Vilhi Pashaw's army, amounting, as I was told, to thirteen thou- 
sand men. What a£9icted the bishop, and not him only, but all the 
other Christians, was an apprehension that the Turks might, in 
revenge for this loss, and to provide against the known disposition of 
the inhabitants, think of perpetrating a general massacre. Vilhi 
Pashaw himself, with his staff, had left the town. 

In the morning the snow again began to fall ; but, anxious to 
quicken my escape from the seat of war and from such fearful appre- 
hensions, I bade the bishop a final adieu. It was impossible, without 
a feeling of peculiar sorrow, to leave this interesting, accomplished, 
helpless old man, in a situation which, even in peace and summer, 
afforded him no pleasure ; but where he suffered a living death, with 
the fears of life and the infirmities of age. 

We halted for tl)e night at Yengi-Khan ; for the roads were so 
heavy, that we could make but slow progress* Next day we pro- 
ceeded, during a terrible wind and drifting snow, to Ightiman, our 
strength being reinforced by an additional Tartar, on his way to 
Constantinople. We only halted at Bazerjeek to change horses, and 
rode to Philippopoli in the dark, passing the monumental mounds of 
Brutus and Cassius. The night was gloomy, the ground covered 
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with snow ; and I began to think that my evil genius^ like that of 
Brutus^ had resolved to meet me at Philippi. 

On the ninth day after my departure from Widdin, having crossed 
the Hebros at Mustar Pashaw^ on the ice^ I again reached Adri- 
anople. It was my intention to have gone, by a boat^ to Enos, and 
thence to the Dardanelles ; but the uncommon rigour of the season 
had frozen the river, and I saw no chance of passing that way in any , 
reasonable time. 

Between Adrianople and the capital we met a band of several 
hundred Albanians, returning from an annual visit, which they had 
been paying to their friends and families. They were part of a 
numerous body of labourers in Constantinople, among whom there is 
an agreement, that the one half shall return home alternately, six 
months at a time. 

The rovings of this hardy and singular people seem to be the blind 
gropings of a military spirit. In their character they certainly re- 
semble the Turks more than the Greeks ; but what is solemn in the 
Turk, is stem in the Albanian. 

In reflecting on the circumstances of the extensive tract of coun- 
try through which I have passed, with my imperfect knowledge of 
its history, I am inclined to consider Bulgaria as a region which 
has never yet emerged from barbarism. Though, from the earliest 
times, the seat of wars, it exhibits none of those traces of perm^tneiit 
posts of defence, which are so common in other contested lands. The 
eye of the traveller searches in vain for the tower on the steep, and 
ihe beacon on the hill. It has nothing even similar to the little 
castles, of the chieftains, which are so numerous in Maina ; nor are 
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there to be seett^ entire or in rams^ any structures resembling die 
baronial residences in the west of Europe. The towns present a 
slovenly spectacle of hovels^ the hereditary abodes of poverty and 
ignorance. The churches are uniformly mean and neglected ; 
and the inhabitants have none of those little domestic imitations of 
superior elegance, which, in countries where society is found in a 
greater variety of forms and conditions, serve to embellish the fes- 
tivals of the peasantry. 

A VOYAGE. 

I left Constantinople on the fourth of March, in a small vessel 
bound for Scio. We had scarcely passed the castle of the Seven 
Towers, when the wind became so light, that we made very little 
way. In the morning we had anchored among the Prince's Islands, 
The appearance of these islands, from the sea, is flattering and 
inviting. The rocks are covered with bushes, and the face of the land 
is rural and luxuriant ; but it is not productive, nor does it adtnit of 
general cultivation. We lay here two days : on the third a slight 
breeze arose, and carried us as far as Marmara, where we again came 
to anchor, near a village sihiated on the shore. The fields round 
this village were well inclosed, and neatly cultivated. In the evening 
we again weighed anchor, and found ourselves, at day-light, oflF Gal- 
lipoli. As the wind promised to continue, we did Hot stop here : 
we had however only passed a few miles, when it fell calm. We 
landed at Ohardac, on the Asiatic side, a dirty straggling town ; but 
the vicinity is agreeably diversified with hill and dale, and is in a 
delightful state of cultivation. 
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I saw here several fragments of antiquity^ particttlarly a snoall 
white marble Corinthian capital^ not much the worse for the wvar, 
which serves as a seat at an old woman's door. 

THE HELLESPONT. 

The Hellespont, like the Bosphorus^ resembles a large river. 
The banks are picturesque^ and in several places alluring. The wind 
blew strong while we touched at the town of the Dardanelles ; and 
I saw no likelihood of being recompensed for the ducking that I 
might suffer in going and coming from the vessel : I therefore did 
not land. The captain having paid his dues, we again got under 
weigh ; and, about an hour before sun-set, were passing the all-celcr- 
brated coast of the Troad. 

There is more pleasure in the reflection of having resisted temp- 
tation, than there is glory in the attainment of any pleasure. I passed 
within hail of the Grecian camp, without desiring to be put on shore. 
It is true, that the wind was favourable for our voyage, and that the • 
captain, very likely, without some enormous inducement, would not 
have consented to land me : it is also no less true, that I was per- 
fectly convinced that I should see nothing. However^ it is as well, 
like the stoics, to ascribe that to one's own virtue, which is in a great 
measure owing to the necessity of circumstances. A Greek of Scio, 
who had been over the whole Troad, pointed out to me, on a rising 
ground to the south of that part of the coast which is opposite to 
Tenedos, what appeared to be the indistinct remains of walls and 
towers, perhaps those of the city which Constantine founded, before 
he fixed on the site of Byzantium. It is quite certain that there 
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can be no trace of Ilion remaining. A wooden town^ surrounded by 
a wall ten or twelve feet high^ and probably not more than two in 
thickness, is not likely to furnish many relics^ after a lapse of three 
thousand years. The (rreek had not read Homer, but he had read 
the Romaic translation of Telemachus, and was not ignorant of the 
main parts of the tale of Troy, which he totally and entirely disbe- 
lieved. " What lies/* said he, " these poets do write ! there never 
were any such gods as they describe." — ^Yet this man credited more 
extraordinary fictions than either Homer or Fenelon invented ! He 
appeared to be a devout believer in the legendary lore of the Greek 
church. 

*^ Stones have been known to move, and trees to talk,'' says 
Shakespear; but what are moving stones or talking trees, nay, 
even the creeping tripod itself, to those old teeth which have cured 
famines, and those chips of wood that have deterred the approach 
of pestilence ? 

T£N£DOS. 

In the course of coming down the Hellespont, I was led to reflect 
both on the circumstances and the derelict political motives of that 
disgraceful expedition, which our government sent, some years ago, 
against Constantinople. Unless it were with an insane hope of seizing 
the city, it is impossible even to imagine why the fleet was ordered 
on so hazardous a service as the passing of the castles ; because the 
possession of Tenedos would have enabled us to have shut the straits, 
while the Black Sea could have been as effectively closed by Russia, 
for whose ends and aims we rashly entered into that unprovoked. 
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most unjust and ignominious wan G^nstantinople, prevented from 
obtaining her usual supplies by the Bosphorus and the Hellespont, 
must, in a few days, have been compelled, by limine, to have assented 
to any terms that were intended to have been dictated. But the 
whdle measure, deservedly, proved abortive. 

The time is, perhaps, not distant, when we may have a real 
occasion for a squadron in the Archipelago ; it is, therefore, to be 
hoped that we shall then make ourselves masters of Tenedos, and fortify 
it, with the 6xed resolution of keeping it to the utmost. Tenedos 
is not only the key of the Dardanelles, but of the gulph of Enos, and 
also of the mouth of the river Hebros, by which the rice and grain, 
from the most fertile tract of European Turkey, are sent to the capital. 
With continental expeditions we have nothing, legitimately, to do ; 
our proper policy is insular ; and the utility of our operations depends 
on the points which we make of primary importance. 

As the evening closed, the wind became so strong, that the cap- 
tain, according to the classic practice, deemed it prudent to come to 
anchor, in a creek of the Phrygian shore, about twenty miles to the 
south of Troy. At day-break we again weighed anchor, and, passing 
along the outside of the island of Mytel^e, reached Scio in the even- 
ing. At Scio I next day hired a boat for Smyrna ; but the wind came 
against us before we were well clear of the harbour, and obliged us 
to put into one of the islands that lie at the northern mouth of the 
diannel. In the course of the night a violent gale came on, and 
forced us to run into a better sheltered creek, where we lay all the 
next day. On the following morning, the wind still continuing, 
several large vessels came in; and, among others, a ship from Leghorn 
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iiiMmd to Smyma. The uneomfoitableness of my situation in iht boat, 
with a slight indisposttiony the effect of cold^ induced me to apply to 
the ship from Leghorn to take me on bo»xl^ to which the captain 
readily consented. She was a Greek, belonging to Ipsera. The 
captain, who was a shrewd clever man, gave me a lamentable de- 
•cription of the state of Leghorn, and of the penury and ifistress 
wliich the inhabitants are suffering. 

After we had wearied, duriag three days, the weather began to mo- 
derate, and we put to aea. We were soon, however, again unfortunate ; 
icar the wind changed suddenly^ and compelled us to ran into pcM*t Dol- 
phin, in Scio, where we lay other three days ; in the course of which 
I made exeunsioiis round the port and through the interior of the island. 
Port Dolphin is either the crater of a tambled-in volcaiio, or has be^i 
formed by streams of lava ejected from the bottom of the sea, wr ftmm 
the mountains of the interior. The appearanoe of the land round it 
is n^ed and rocky in the extreme ; but, from the shore, a small 
valley runs a considerate way up into the island : it is cultivated by 
the spade. From a piece of lava^ like the stone which Moses 
tapped in the wilderness, a plentiM stream issues, which serves to 
turn a miU. The water is cool and lim{Md in its course, but tepid 
where it flows from the chink in the lava. When kept a day or two, 
it acquires a slight mineral flavour. 

The pathway, into the interior, lies through this valley ; and after 
winding, for a considerable way in the bottom, passes over a ru^ed 
steep and along a ridge of sharp and bare rocks. The view of the 
country, in advancing along this height^ becomes less dreary. Small 
inclosures are, here and there, discovered ; and now, and then, a ham- 
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let, with a cbitreh orm wiDdinflL At the foot of a precipitous conical 
mountain^ on wfaaeh an ancient watch-tower is airily stationed, and 
at die head of a valley, diversified with trees and gardens, stands the 
Uttle town of Cardanus. A small bridge, over a clear and rapid 
stream, leads to the town ; and the ruins of a castle, in the centre of 
the buildings, increases the picturesque efiect of the scene. The 
town itself has originally been walled ; but the houses have now 
extended beyond the ancient bounds, and the entire circumference is 
no longer visible from the heights. 

In Caidanus there are six churches, and about fifty persons dediw 
eated to their service ; poor and ignorant bodies, who labour more in 
the fields of the neighbourhood than in the Lord's vineyard. 1%6 
population of the town exceeds a thousand souls ; but probably doM 
not reach fifteen hundred. One of the priests keeps a school ; and 
the children, in general, are taught to read and write. They ard 
taught by lessons written on papers, which they learn to read and 
copy at tbe same time. When the pupil is master of a paper, the 
teacher is paid a shilling. Tlbe reward of the master, accordingly, 
keeps pace with the proficiency of the pupil. This is not only just, 
but the mode is ingenious, and the eflect of the instruction secure. — 
It is proper to add, that the Greeks do not understand that their 
little parochial seminaries, as they may be called, deserve the dRg- 
nified title of schools. To that epithet they attach the ideas that we 
have of a college ; and, therefore, in asking for their schools, it k 
necessary to describe what is meant. 

Scio, formerly, was said to consist of three parts, of which two 
were regarded as incurable stone ; but the island continuing to fiou* 
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rish, and the population to increase, it is now supposed that very 
nearly the half of the whole surface has been rendered productive. 
In many places the industry of the inhabitants even exceeds, if pos** 
sible, that of the Maltese. 

SMYRNA. 

After being no less than ten days from the city of Sdo, I reached 
Smyrna. During the short time that I staid here, my attention was 
directed to obtain a comparative view of the state of the British trade 
to this port, before and since the surrender of Malta, for the purpose 
of completing an estimate, which I was desirous of making, of the 
importance of our commercial relations with Turkey. But the result 
of my inquiries was not so full, nor so satisfactory, as I could have 
wished. The following general fects, however, will not be uQin- 
teresting. 

Before the surrender of Malta, from twenty-five to thirty ships 
came annually from London, loaded, chiefly, with refined sugar, shal- 
loons, cofiee, indigo, lead-shot, tin and tin plates, with dying woods, 
&c. Shalloons were then the chief article of the trade; and the 
annual importation of them, for the market of Smyrna alone, 
was, seldom, under thirty thousand pieces, and, frequently, amounted 
even to fifty thousand. At present, from one thousand to two thou- 
sand pieces are fully sufficient for the demand. The decline of the 
shalloon trade is owing to the improvement which the natives have 
made in the manufacture of that article. The shalloons of Asia 
Minor, particularly those of Angora, for surpass ours in the beauty 
of colours, and greatly indeed in the beauty of texture ; and they can 
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he brought to the market at a much lower rate. In dyes these 
oouDtries have always excelled ; and the materials for every species 
of common manu&ctures are indigenous. 

Since the surrender of Malta, the direct trade with London has 
been regularly declining. Last year only five or six ships arrivedL 
It may be asserted^ that there is not^ at present^ one regular trader 
between London and Smyrna. The Americans abundantly supply 
the market wi^ many articles^ which, since the French Revolution, 
^came from England ; and, prior to that event, irom Marseilles. One 
ship came last year direct from Rio Janeiro. 

Our cloths, which, in the early period of the Levant Company, 
formed an article of the very first cbnseq^uence of the trade, have, now, 
almost entirely ceased to be an ot^ect of any consideration. Thirty bales 
are fully sufficient for the annual consumption ; and even that smiedi 
quantity is so heavy in the disposal, that six and eight months' credit 
is necessary to entice purchasers — a circumstance, in itself, considering 
the uncertain state of our relations with Turkey, sufficient to deter 
the merchants from having any thing to do with cloths. Through- 
out the Levant, this trade has fidlen ofi* to an equal degree in every 
other port. In Constantinople, it may be said to have wholly ceased; 
in Aleppo it is not now known. The Aleppo trade depended on the 
demand from Peraia; but since the East-India Company, by their 
^ charter, have been obliged to take, yearly, a certain quantity 
of cloth, which they as regularly sell at a loss, the Persians have 
been supplied from Hindoostan, by the effects of this forced trade, 
cheaper than when they were obliged to have recourse to a natural 
market. The French cloths, which, about twenty years ago, were so 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



S74 

geiieraUy preferred in tlie Levant, hare also greatly (alien €ff. Tkut 
cloths^ both of England and France^ have been auperseded by thoM 
of Germany — ^particularly by the Aix-la-Qiapelle goods ; the dbwap*- 
ueaa of which^ thoogh the colours be not so dorabk aa thoae c^ the 
JPrenoh and English dyers, procures a decided preference. But if 
we have lost in one branch <^ trade, we have every prospect of being 
an^y indemnified in another. Our cotton goods are daily namg in 
raq«est and estimation. To those concerned in the tifade^ the rasnk^ 
however, has not yet been advantageons, owing to the article having 
been, in many respects, unsuitable to the nottrket. Since the peace 
with Turkey, in 1809, the value of British cottons, sold in Smyrna 
aloiie, has, probaUy, amounted to little less than one hundred and 
ei^ty thousand pounds sterlings Befiore the war, this was hot a v«iy 
trifling branch of the trade. 

To onr shipping interest, in what respects die lisvaat trade, the 
acquisition of Malta has not been advantageous ; for a great pert 
of the business is carried on in Greek bottoms. R^timatJTig by 
die voyages, collectively, it might be made to aj^pear, that the num- 
ber of British vessels employed in the trade was so fiir, perhapsi 
from being diminished, that it was increased; but the number 
of vessels, actually employed, is, beyond all question, reduced. Our 
trade with Turkey, I consider, as never having yet attained its maxi* 
mum« Many of the productions of these climates are but litde known . 
to our merchants ; and the restrictions and monopolies, which an 
infirm and corrupt government occasion, prevent the natives from 
attempting those speculations which might bring the richer of their 
eUmate into notice and use. We want a free insular estaUishment in 
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th|i. h&vUkU Msiiliiry that it may 1>e uiMbr the proteotioa of our 
ODirii men of war ; and free, that the enterprises of the merchants 
may not be tiamelled by the regulations of a geowal company. 

A VOYAGE. 

I left Smyrna, on the second of April, in a boat, for Scio, for 
which I pqid twenty-five piastres. The distance is abont a hundred 
miles. The wind was fiEur ; but, in the evening, it fell quite calm, 
and we rowed into a little port, on the south side of the gulph of 
Smyrna. Withm the port there is a small mole, the relic of some 
maritime power, before the conquest by the Turks. 

lo die morning, with a slight but iwoorable breen, we got 
under way. Aboiit hood the wind rose againet us ; and, blowing 
strongly, obliged us to take shelter io a nook, among the roeks^ 
near the southern Cape, at the entmnee of the gulf. Here we found 
several oth^ boats sheltering. A young Turk came from the hills, 
wkh a speculation of six eggs : two of the eggs he happened to 
bceak by the way, neverthelesa he inasted on having the same priee 
for the remaining four, that he had set on the six. The Turks in 
Asia I have uniformly found a simple and honest race. Bodle, 
industrious^ and courteous (it is necessary to add courteous, because 
a Turk always regards Christians as inferior beings), they seem not 
to be of the same nature as the fierce, idle, and arrogant tyrants of 
Romalia. Even the Greeks speak of the Turks of this part of the 
empire^ not with detestation, but only with contempt 
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Next momiag we nacfaied Sdo^ after having toadhed at the 
Goa^t op|M>8ite.to the city. In the coarse of diis little voyage, I 

•w 

* • observed several madlis of' that process by which we may conceive 
the distribution of pro|>ert)'«to have taken place in the early stages 
of civilization. When a fisherman has found a good fishing station, 
he fixes, in the presence of witnesses^ a small tree, lopped of its 
branches, in a cleft of the rock, and the adjacent water, as long as 
he preserves the tree, is considered as his property. Several of the 
trees are sanctified by the nests at sea-fowls ; an unquestionable sign 
of the spot . being peculiarly blessed, in the opinion of the Turks. 
Perhapa even a philosopher might think, that the sea-fowl had the 
^%^ same reason as the. fishermen for preferring the station. 

Although I was, several times, in the island of Scio, I never visited 
the ancient .fabric, which has received the name of Hbmer^s School. 
It is said that Hom» finished the Odyssey in Scio ; but it was in 
Smyrna that he kept his school ; whether, like Milton, for private 
students, or for the parish fry, the inventors of his biography' do 
not say. - Be this as it may, he was in no great repute as a schools 
master; probably the natural irascibility of a poet unfitted him 
for practising the patience necessary " to teach the young idea 
how to shoot.'^ 

IPRA. 

Idra, as far as my recollection serves, was not of any consequence 
in the brilliant periods of Grecian history. The present city origin- 
ated in a small colony of boatmen belonging to the Morea, who took 
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refage here from the tynoHiy of the Turks. About £Mrty years ago 
they had mtdtipKed to a considerable number; their little village 
began to assume the appearance of a town^ and they had vessels that ^ 
went as for as Constantinople. 

In their mercantile transactions,* the Idriots acquired the reputa- 
tion of greater integrity than the other Greeks as well as of being 
the most intrepid navigators in the Archipelago ; and they were, of 
course, regularly preferred. Their honesty and industry obtained its 
reward. When the French revolution broke out, dbey had several 
large ships, which they loaded with grain, and sent to France, 
during the scarcity which prevailed at the be^nning of the late 
war. The profit arising from these voyages enabled them4o increase 
the number of their shipping ; and they now possess eighty ships, oi 
more than two hundred and fifty tons, besides several hundreds of 
smaller vessels and wherries. They have two or three ships, not 
inferior, in strength and size, to frigates. At. Malta and Messina, 
I was told that the number of the Idriot sliipping was much greater ; 
but this was a mistake, arising from considering vessels belonging 
to the islands of Specia^ Paros, Myconi, and Ipsera, as Idriots. 
These islands resemble Idra in their institutions ; and the inhabitants 
possess the same character for commercial activity. 

In paying their sailors, Idra and its. sister islemds have a peculiar 
custom. The whole amount of the freight is conisidered as a common 
stock, from which the charges of victualling the ship are deducted. 
The remainder is then divided into two equal parts ; one is allotted 
to the crew, and equally shared among them, without reference to age 
or rank. The o^er part is appropriated to the ship and the captain. 

3 C 
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TIae CBfkd of the caiKa ift atittttf g^^ea to ijbe oaptwi aad,.^ 
em^ on eertaid fixed oonditioM* Fw aU voyages .to the lievtirty a 
{nrdfit -of tv^nty per cent* on tb<ftr leapeotiye «h^re«, ia allowed to 
the contributors of the capital^ and the same in voyages which do 
not extend to th^ westward beyond Malta and Sicily ; but in voyages 
to Ftance atld Spain^ wit^n the sttai^^ thirty per cent, is given. 
All the profit) bflbsr payfng the ca^itf^istSi is divided on the same 
piiikciiple, and by the same rufei as^ a fireight earned by. charter, 
liosses^ by aoeidento of navigation) are ifustahled by the capitalists ; 
but thoise arising from bad sales,, fail .on the oap|aiit and the crew| 
whb are obliged to make good the defieieticy. The .fii^t time that X 
visited this idbthd^ there was a vessel in the port) which) by an un« 
saceessiiil Voyage, had incarred a loss ai no less than four tfaoasand 
poQiids sterling ; and this sum the ci^w and captain weise than 
making good to the capitalists. 

The Iijfariots nevel- insnre their ships or cargoes. The vnseiS) 
generally, belong to a great nttfnber of persons, and some of th* 
cagjltaliBts have only five or ten pounds sterling embarked in cvie 
bdttoni. The value of their several shares is not of sufficient im^ 
pmtance to induce the ownen to think of insuring them. In the 
early period of their history, to purdiase a cargo of grain, for it is) 
chiefly, by their trade in that ardcfe that the idriots have acquired 
tbeir wealth, was, in some sort, a public undertaking. The whole 
Community was concerned in it 

The character and manners of the common Idriot sailors, firom 
the moral effect of these customs, is tttuch superior, in r^ularity, 
to the ideas that we are apt tb entertain of sailors. Tliey are sedate, 
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well dseend/ ^weJI^bnd^ (htkmdy iufenned^ and speeuktive. They 
seem to form a class^ in the orders of matikitid^ which hasiM existeMe 
among its. Bj their ' voyages, thfey aequire a- lib^ra&y af notion, 
whidi ure expect ^only atiaong gentitemeti ; while, in their domestic 
ciroamstftnoes, «heif conduct its suitafati to their condition. Th^ 
Greeks are all traditionary historians, and poidsess mncti oiF that kiiid 
of knowledge to which the term ^ ieamirig"": is usually apjdied- -llus, 
mingled with the other information of the Idriots, gives them that 
advantageous character of mind, which, I think, they possess. 

The town is, certi^inly, a veyy' extraordinary place. Thte Iroused 
rfse from Ifhe brirder of the port, which is in the form of a'ho^se-shoe, 
in successive tiers, to a great height, and many of them appear on the 
pinnacles of cflifls Which would make a Bath or an 'Edinburgh gar- 
reteer giddy to look froni. The buildings are all brightibf white- 
washed; and a nuinbef of windmills being, almost constandy, in 
motion on the heights, the etfect of the scene, with the addition of the 

r It f 

bustle on the wharfs below, is, at once, suiprieiii^, and uncommonly 

cheerful. '^' • * 

There are upwards of forty parochial thurchesiaihe town ; -and 

two of them are adorned with handsome steeples. Idra forms part 

of the diocese of Egina and Paros, one 6f rthe richest bishoprics of 

* .. . , ' ' ' ' • 

Greece. The 'nett income' is estimalfed' at upwards' of six hundred 

pounds sterling. Tlie episcopal residence is^ ih'£gitiat, but liie bishop 

visits Idra every yeaf:^ The population of the town is said to exceed 

twenty thousand souls ; atid^t think it is not exaggerated. 

'There were, when I was there, no- public schoola but thoae of the 

paroiihial priests. Eight of the prmcipal inhabitants' had procured' 
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an Italiaii mattarfor iJoieircUUreDy to v^hioai tbcy paid about aeventj^ 
five pounds steiling per anntim. 

Though die pooc are nuoierous, theie is no public provisicm for 
dien ; but the diarity of individuals is liberal ; and many allot the 
imifits of a share of their vessels^ and even Anttetimesanore^ to be 
rcgukdy distributed among the needful. 

All goods, I may say every thing that is neicessary for the sub** 
sistsnoe of man, as the island produces nothing, pay here a duty ef 
two and a half jtier cevU. This serves as a fund for public uses ; and 
for any exteaordinary demands, which the- exigencies of the sultan 
may requirp. In addition to this, every man capabk of bearing arms 
pays about three shillings sterlbg per annum of tribute. The Porte 
is contented with this moderate tax, in consequence of the Idriots 
funuahilig a- Qumb» of sailors for the Turkish navy. They fur- 
nish^ two hundred and fifty sailors last year, whom they paid at 
the rate of about fifty shillings per man monthly. On some 
occasions, a subscription has been raised, to help the insufficiency of 
the ordinary revenue. 

It can hardly be said that this little state, for such it desenrw to 
be considered, as it is governed by rulers of its own choosing, 
and is ratiier under the protection of the sliltan than subject to his 
immediate authority, has any laws ; but it has many usages, which 
have all tiie force ai laws. Litigated questions are decided by the 
magistrates collectively, whose awards are recorded in the chancery 
of the city, and become pecedents. Ordinary delinquents are pu« 
nished by die magbtrates ; but greater criminals, after conviction, are 
sent to Constantinople, with the audienticated evidence of their 
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offences. Property in houBea ie cKobaiiged by .docttineitii, of which 
o^ee are lodged in the chancery; thus giving ckamess and stafaHity 
to the rights of proprietors^ like that which is affiurded by the insti- 
tution of' the Register Office in Scotland. For the security of the 
rights cf property in vessels^ a book is kept by one of the owners, 
and in it all that relates to the ship is recorded— a common 
practice in the British dominions^ before the general Registry Act 
was passed. It is surprising, that in England, whero both persons 
and things possess greater security dian in any other country in. the 
wwld, the transfer of the perishaUe pn^erty of vessels is bettor 
regulated than the property of the soil itaelf. 

A JOUBKEY. 

From Idra I sailed, up the Gnlph of Aiges, passing the islaiid 
and town of Specia. The idand seemed to be green and pretty^ but 
not much cultivated: the town had a new and thriving appearance^ 
Like Idm^ as I have already said^ the inhabitants are entirely devoted^ 
to maritime trade ; and their houses^ like those of the Idriots, have 
a European aspect We passed also near the mouth. of the port of 
Bisati^ a capacious and well sheltered harbour on the east side of the 
gulph. How many excellent ports in these parts are but little known, 
and lesfl( frequented than they aro known ! . I had expected, the same 
day, to have reached Napoii Romania; but the wind fell cafan, and 
we put into Heili, or the eel-port, a shallow creek, which derives its^ 
name from the number of ihispe creatures that arefound in it 

While waiting until horses were procured, I walked a little way 
bbm the boat towards an old aroh, which I had observed. Not heed- 
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ingj vefy puticularly, at fifit^ ad i passed ak>ng, I was rarpiiseil U^ 
hnr^ on ail mids&, an incfeassng fauE and fiotn, so truly prodi^oiiSy 
that it acemed to me at last, as I proceeded/ to be only comparaUe to 
llie Dense of die Egyptian plague of fliea. On IcKiking round, I was 
still nore astonished to find myself in the midst of at least fire faao-' 
died bee^hives, coTered with ^rth, and forming several cities, towns, 
aiod viHages, the property of diiierent proprietors. Hie sides of die 
neigtubquruig hills are covered with flowers and blossoming shrubs; 
and it is the custom of the peasants of the country to bring their hivea 
from a considerable distance, for the bees to feed and collect here. 
Before we were ready to moMit, a boat arriv^, with upwards of a 
dozen additional hives. 

I did not pass through Napoli Romania, as it lay at some dis- 
tance on the left of the road whiich I took, qnd I was anxious to reach 
Argos intune to make another atage the same day. As Ivr as beau* 
tilbLBeeiwry and fine weather can render any journey agreeable to an 
impatient traveller, I had every reason, in coming across the couiHtry 
to. Vbi^taa, to be .pleased with miiie. 

Jkt a short divtanoe from Voztitsa, we encountered a patrol of 
Albanians, who have their trtation five hours distant from the town, 
ip onkr to guard the road, through an eictensive wood of olive-trees, 
near wild and Alpine breaks in the mountains, from which banditti 
frequantly issact on the passengers. In general, however, robberies 
are rare now iwithin the territories of Ali Pasha w^s iannly ; and" no 
country may be. travailed vwth more safety, at present, than ihe 
Morea. .1 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



383 

Among others that joined us, with the patrol, in passing through 
the wood, was a peasant, evidendy in an advanced stage of dropsy*. 
He told me, ^ that his father had died of a similar complaint, but 
differing from *hi$) in this remarkable i^peet — -the father's continued 
to gvowregularlywoTBe^ without any intervals of alleviation; but, 
at thechai^ of the moon, the son felt -comparatively much easier. 
As the. moon advanced to the full, the swelling enlarged ; imd as she 
waned, it again tesseoed. Still, however, though this alterikafion con* 
tinned, the disease was gaining ground ; and, for sev^^l years, he 
had not enjoyed the satisfaction of perspiration. The mooh has, or is 
believed, to have, moch more to say in the affairs of these parts, tha^ 
with us. The climate is more regular ; and if the air have tides, like 
the ocean, of course their effects are more perceptible. 

Not fer from Vostitsm, we passed iiie dry channel of an occasional 
torrent, between the ruins of two cfxtensive bridges. On my arrival^ 
I hired a boat for Patras*, where I was landed, after being rowed ten 
hburs^ We passed close under the walls of the castle on the souili 
side of the entrsmce into the gulph o( Corinth. It is a considerable 
and extensive fortification ; and might, without much trouble, be 
rendered, as formidable as any of the castles of die Dardanelles. 
With the' possession of this fortress, and the island of Porus, in 
the gulph of Egina, a naval power, mth a small force, to defend 
the isthmus of Corinth, might take and keep possession of the 
Morea. 
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MISOLOGIO. 



Hearing, at Patras, that there was a vessel loaded, at Misolpgio, 
for Messina, I crossed over, in order to avail myself of the opportu- 
nitf. Misologio is a town of ahout five thousand inhabitants, in the 
pashawate of Camia, of which Muctar Pashaw, the eldest son of Ali 
.FiBuibaw, is the nominal governor ; the &ther. being, in feet,, the 
sovereign of all Greece, except of Athens, and a portion of an* 
/dent Attica, which holds irom the chief ennach of the imperial 
seniglio in Constantinople. 

The situation of Misologio is exceedingly disagreeable^ beii^ on 
a swampy flat, scarcely above the ievfdl of the sea. The sea, except 
in a narrow channel, for about two miles from the shore^ is scarcely 
more than. twenty inches in depth. This extensive shallow. roaches 
along the coast for many miles, and is paled in for a wear. . I have 
been told that the paling extends upwards of forty Turkish miles, in 
length ; that it has existed from time immemorial ; and that; it is kept 
in repair by the faimers of the fishery. This year (1811) the fishery is 
fermed by^ forty persons, who pay to> the vizir, Ali Pashaw, upwards 
of three thousand , five hjindfed . pounds sterling. They sub-let 
this fi^t to the fishcirmen, who. pay as. much as they can, affprd, 
besides making a scanty and bare livelihood for themselves^ One 
young man told me that. he paid two hundred piastres, equal to 
ten pounds of our money. His father, who knew the ground. better, 
paid three hundred. There are others, who pay ^ high as five hun- 
dred for their individual permission. To them, it is not a profitable 
Insiness ; but they are the labourers ; and, in most professions, the 
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kiboiarers efi»i' but maintain their existence. Odiy those knen 
who contidve to ccdlect the surplus of die individuals^ grow rich. In 
Misolo^os* one of the priests teaches the literary Greek. The chil* 
dren, g^neraliy^ as ia the other parts of Grreece, are taught Romaic and 
wnting by^ the parochial clergy. 

The inhabitants wear the Albuiian dress ; and, though they cotn** 
plain grievously of the taxes, admit the justice and the vigour of AJi 
Pashaw'S' government I ought not to omit mentioning, that ther6 
10 a small fortifioation opposite to the town, about two miles distant 
from the shore, from which it might be approached by wading. It 
seems to have been intendied iso- protect the channel in the shallow ; 
but the openings for «ike guna are directed so much the wrong way, 
that it may be described as a squinting fort. The Turks have many 
fortresses that thtsy regard as useless ; but this, for a recent work, isi 
the most useless of sdl diat I have seen. The guns have not yet been 
mountedl 

The artidtes exported from Misologio are ^milar to those which 
are usually sent from Pktras and Lepanto. It has lately begun to 
isend wool to Sicily: the improving manufactures of that island 
beitig deprived of the supplies which were formerly procured from 
CcdiabriiL. The wool of Misologio, though low priced, is not so 
inferiopiii quality as might be supposed, from the rates at which it is 
usually soldi It is gathered from the fleeces without skill, and 
packed up for exportation as it is gathered. No care is bestowed to 
select the fine ; and the foul seems to be as much valued, by the 
gatherers, as the clean« All the productions of Turkey in Europe, 
perhaps it may be correedy added, of Turkey in general, are made 
up for exportation with less art, and certainly too with less* hooest^ 

3D 
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ifhsn those of any other country with which we are in habits of com- 
tnercial intercourse. The Greeks^ constantly aiming to over-reach, 
never think of securing a regular preference in the market, hut only 
for taking adviafiitage of momentary circumstances. The indolence of 
the Turks leads them to practise the same system. The moralist may 
discriminate hetween the culpability of the two ; but the merchant, 
who suffers the effects, will not be more contented in his dealings 
with the Turk than' with the Greek, although tlie carelessness of the 
one does not proceed from the same nefarious principles as the tricks 
of the other. 

While waiting at Misologio, until the paschal holidays were 
over, for the vessel in which I had engaged my passage to Messina 
would not depart sooner, nor could I persuade any of the boatmen to 
carry me to Zante, I was, naturally enough, led to contemplate the 
events and circumstances which had led the British nation to take 
possession of the islands immediately in view from the windows of 
X4y apartment. Accidental occurrences, in the course of the time 
that I had been absent fr'om England, induced me, as opportunity 
offered, to make a number of historical notes ; and happening to turn 
over my memorandum-book, I found, by a slight arrangement^ mo<* 
.dified by the reflections into which I had fallen, that one class 
aissumed the following form. They were not, certainly, made ori- 
ginally with any idea of being connected with this work ; but the 
general inference bore so fully upon many of the incidental remarks 
in the narrative, that they scarcely required any alteration of lan- 
guage, to become a very suitable conclusion to the present work. 
Ab such, I have therefore introduced them; but here I close 'my 
namtive. 
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POLITICAL KEFLECnONS. 

At no period since the breaking up of the universal jurisdiction 
to which the popes pretended, has the political state of Europe 
presented so simple a form as it does at this time. The whole 
directing influence has been acquired by one power ; and, whatever 
may be the number of nominal potentates, there is, in fact, only 
one ruler on the continent. But this ascendancy of France has been 
so coercively obtained, and is supported by such a disregard of indi- 
vidual interests, that, in the nat^re of things, it cannot last long. 

It IS not deniable, that the influence of France is less, at this 
time, than it was two years ago. It may still be as vigorously 
exercised over her vassal cabinets ; but it is not admitted, with the 
same implicit feeling, by the people of Europe ; and from this change 
in moral sentiment, a political alteration must, necessarily, proceed. 

Frismce, both from her situation and character, has long been the 
great influential nation of the continent. Her central situation makes 
her the natural barrier to the ambition of the other nations ; but her 
enterprizing character makes her more dangerous to them all than 
any other, while her position facilitates the execution of her schemes^ 
The rivalry, however, with which she is regarded by Britain, coun- 
teracts the eflfects that arise from her character. Britain, by her 
situation,' is enabled to become the ally of the enemies of France, 
in such a manner as greatly to impair the advantage which France 
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derives from her pla€e on the continent The weight of Britain, in 
the political scale, lessens so much the preponderancy of France, that 
the independence of other nations depends on the opposition which 
she is enabled to afford. There is, therefore, a natural predisposition 
in all the continental nations, arising wholly from political consider- 
a,tions, to connect themselves with Britain. 

France, by her central situation, is immediately interested in die 
movements of all the surrounding states ; and is necessitated to take 
a lively interest, and an active share, in all their intentions. Britain, 
by her insular position, not being immediately affected by the poli* 
tical fluctuations of the continent, is the natural arbiter of .the dis« 
putes among the continental nations. 

France has, under no change of circumstances, ever altered her 
settled purpose, to become the ruling nation of the continent. This 
ambition is the actuating principle of French policy ; and, in suc- 
cessive wars, during a course of upvirards of three hundred years, it 
has been so clearly manifested, that it cannot be ascribed to the fan- 
tasy of any individual, however extraordinary his fortunes or his 
measures. 

This national passion of France is of great antiquity ; though 
not observable, in any authentic form, earlier than the reigns of the 
Tudors in England *. Henry VII. of England could not pretend to 
(he inheritance of the crown of France, merely upon his right as a 

* Oharkmagne was succeeded by his son, Lewis I. who became Emperof of 
the West, and King.oC Ffance^ Bamardo, Ing of Italy, tesisted this uftarpation ; 
but, being iiajMe tacenteml against imperial {N>wer, sQbmttfced, md was brought 
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nioeesear of JEItmry VL ; but only by veviving the aii<^^ cham <tf 
thePktntageaets^ in ngbt of hk wife Elizabeth, the daogfater ef 
Edward fV. 'He was too much oceupted with the establishing o£ his 
own thfocK, 'to think of reviving so obsolete a claim. The French 
monarchs, being thu6 relieved from the ancient pretensions of the 
English kings, turqed their attention to the recovery of that grand 
pre*emineiioe which, they believed, they had inherited from Lewis L 
Charles VII. of France married the daughter of Lewis II. king 
of Naples, by whom he had 'Lewis XI. his successor on Ihe throne 
of France. Xhis Lewie, after a turbulent reign, was euicceeded by 
Us 40Q Chavks VIIL in whose time b^an those famous ItaHaa 
wars, of whidi Guicciardini has written the history. He pretended, 
tiMt Naples 4iad been ceded to his grandfather (although his father 
had never set forth this daim), and, on that pretence, demanded thi 
feudal subttmsion of the kingdom. He, collected an army, and pro- 
ceeded to Borne as rapidly as General Buonaparte, where he was -ac* 
knowledged, by Fope Alexander \^. to be Emperor of the West He 
then went 'forward to Naples, having subdued or iptimidated allihe 
principalities of Italy, and seated lumself on die throne; but the 
Itafian states recovering courage, the-Neapolitans rebelled ; and the 
Pbpe, vrith the Republic of Venice, and the Duke of Milan, leagued 

before the French emperor, who, being a quick-tempered personage, ordered 
Bamardo's eyes to be torn out This took place in the year 818 ; and, ever since 
that event, the Kings of France have never ceased to cherish the wish and hope 
of being Emperors of the West. Napoleon has exercised authorities, which he 
affirms that he inherited as a successor of Charlemagne. 
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to ifijteiroqpt hi$ xetiirii ta Ffasioe, and gave him battle at Twaovo^ 
whfrPy lipi^every thej woe defeated ; but be had D,at moch to boast 
qS by the victory. He . died in 149a Thw ended the. first direct 
atbempt of France to recover her andeat paeisended aupervHrity. ) 

Chairles VIIL vras succeeded by his cousin^ the Duke of Orleans, 
Jjiewis XIL who ^opted the pietensions of his predecessor on Italy; 
But Ma»milian^ the Gcerman empej:Qry who was fully as active, and 
no less ^aooibidous, greatly thwarted his schemes; .and the Italian 
states and princes, headedby the martial Pope Julius IL compre-* 
bending all the. pngect, opposed him with, unexpected vigour and 
success. IKsappointed of r^ucihg Italy bylibrce, France tetd recourse 
to fiaud ; and fostered that famous schism ia the church, which drew 
Henry VIII. of England to be a party in the war* The hoarded 
treasures of Henry's Either, enabled him to attack France with a force 
and superiority not unworthy of the Plantagenets.thep^iselves. The 
peace which Lewis adroitly concluded after the taking of Toumay, 
may be regarded as the failure of tlie second grand attempt of France 
to recover her supremacy. In the enterprize of Charles, »tfaere was 
only a rash Macedonian spirit of conquest ; but the schemes d Lewis 
embraced^ in the means of accom{dishment, all the artifices of diplo- 
matic ^dissimulation, and the pretensions of religion, as weU as the 
force of arms. Lewis died soon after the peace, and was succeeded 
by Francis I. 

Francis, on his accession, assumed, in addition to the ordinary 
titles x>f the French kings, that of Duke of Milan, which duchy he 
claimed on some pretence, as little valid as that of his predecessors 
to the kingdom of Naples. At the death of Maximilian, Francis 
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aspired to the empire of Grermany ; but was thrown oat in the 
election by Charles V, He then undertook to indemnify himself in 
Italy for the disappointment. The proceiedings of the rival poten- 
tates induced England to contrive that balance system, which sh^ 
maintained with so much glory and success till the epoch of the 
French Revolution. The groundwork of this system was laid in the 
treaty of Calais, most ably concluded by Cardinal Wolsey, in March 
]1522. In consequence of this great compact of nation^, Henry VIU. 
took the part of Charles V. tiU the evtot of the battle of Pavia 
threatened to render the house of Austria as dangerous as the Frendi 
nation to the freedom of the world. From the time of Fmncis I. till- 
the accession of the celebrated Henry IV. France was kept in such a 
state of turbulence, by religious factions, that she. had no leisure to 
plan foreign projects ; but Henry, the favourite of contending 
zealots, was no sooner seated on the throne, than the n8(tianal passion 
appeared, .in all i^ original vigour, in the famous scheme of universal 
peace ; a peace which was to be settled by subduing all independent 
states ! The fortunate death of Henry IV. rescued the world from 
the conflagration of hi^ flagitious purpose, and terminated the third 
regular design. He was succeeded by Lewis XUL 

In the reign of Lewis, the French, at home, were again occupied 
with murder and iniquity for the sake of Religion, as they were latdy 
for the sake of Liberty ; and the world had time to breathe* He 
died in 1643, and was succeeded by his son, Lewis XIV. 

The very name of Lewis XIV. is equivalent, in the history of 
Europe, for ambition. In his time, the ancient imperial pretension 
of France began to shew itself, and was, ay the former attempts. 
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tfttoi^y^nBintedi The peace of RyBwickr fiuled to procure lor SoMipd 
t&e re^M whidi should foUow a treaty of that kind^ It was a kidlow 
tMee^: ao' ej^^ment of the time, likeliie treaty of Amiens. The 
death of the Spanish Chwies 11. in 1700^ occasioned^ the Tirar of ^ 
suecessiom . Charles kft> by his will^ a French prince his heir, whom 
Lewk XIV; imtnediately on the deadly sent ta Madrid, where he was 
pmokiaied king, by the name (^ Philip V. The German emperor 
pat ia a cfeinr, m nglrt o€ lineage, &r one of the Austrian princes. 
ISiis beii^ opposed by fiWnce, a war ensued* Britain took the part 
of the eoQpiBMr. The events of the war form one of the BOMWt glorious 
perioda in Engikh' history ; but the treaty of peace, in 1710, was not 
8i:^h as' m%ht have been expected to fcdiow the achievements of 
MaiMhyrough. StiH, however, the original elects of the war were 
procured. PhdUp soltemnly renounced aU right and pretenrions to 
<lie, crown of Ftanee ; and the other French princes, on their partv aH 
right tO' the crown of Spain, which they might derive from thar 
rela4Jbnship to Vlhilip. Thus failed the fourth attempt of France to 
recover the sovereig^nty of Europe. 

France, disappointed in her ctfkreive means, with her natural inge«- 
nuity, had recourse to others^ unheard of, in the rivalry of nations; 
before ^ the age of Lewis XIV/' Tingling with the chastisement 
which she had received from Bn^nd^ she put forth new' pretensions. 
I%e set herself up as^ transcendant in the arts and sdences, as the 
paragon of civilization> and the mirror and example of all that was 
refiped and elegant in manners, philosophy, and dancing. By the 
bkzon which she made of her frivolous proficiency in. trifles, she 
acquired' no small ascendancy in the minds of the admiring vulgar. 
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It obtained for her more real power than all the political projecte of 
her prioeee ; and had not the quackery been exposed by the stnpoi* 
done crimes of Paris^ during the Revolution, we might still hate 
heard that Frenchmen were the models of social urbanity. 

After the death of Iiewis XIV. the intrigues> consequent to a 
regal minority, kept the French from molesting their oeighbours; 
but Voltaire, and others of his sdiool and class, with the Parisian 
milliners and dancing^masters, were still advancing the great nation 
to the superiority that it merited. The wat of 17^^ which began 
in movements among the continental nations, and was entered 
into by Britain from the necessity of her natural positicm, and as the 
guardian of the independence of states, furnished a more distinct 
view of the unquenchable ambition of Francci in the notorious fionilj 
compact of the Bourbons — a treaty which has served as the sub- 
stance and model of that system which Napoleon is endeavouring to 
carry into effect by his relatives. 

In the year 17^2$ France was actually united with Russia, 
Austria, the German Empire (Confederation of the Rhine}, Spaioi 
and Naples; and over Denmark she had great influence. At 
this time the war was raging between her and Britain, for cony 
tinental objects and the balance of power. Unable to make 
head against the genius of the great Pitt, and of Frederick oC 
Prussia, she contrived that measure, by which the whole race ci 
the Bourbons was incorporated into one political frame — the Family 
Compact By the 1st and 16th articles, the kings of France and 
^paia agreed to regard every poww as their enemy, which became an 
enia&y to either; and also, that their military operations should pro* 
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ceed bv common consent. By the 17th and ISth, the two kings 
engaged not to Hsten to any proposal of peace from their common 
enemies, but by mutual consent — resolving, in time of peace, as 
well as of war, each to consider the interests of the allied powers as 
iiis own — to compensate their several losses and advantages, and to 
act as if the two monarchies formed only one and the same powen 
The king of the Two Sicilies, grandfather to the present empress of 
France, was comprehended in this treaty. By the 23d and 24th 
•articles, their respective subjects are admitted to a mutual natura- 
lization, and to a participation of immunities and privileges, as if 
they were natural-born sutjects of the respective dominions of the 
contracting parties ; with only one exception, that of a direct trade 
to Spanish America. By the 25th article, the subjects of all the 
5ther crowns of Europe are excluded from any prospect of obtaining 
similar advantages ; and, by the 26th article, it is agreed, that the 
contracting parties shall disclose to each other all their alliance^ and 
negociations. This alliance for supremacy was ao sooner ratified, than 
it was acted on. 

On the 6th of March, 1/62, the French and Spanish Ambassa- 
dors, at the Court of Lisbon, presented a joint memorial to the king, 
in which they largely insisted on the tyranny exercised by Great 
Britain upon all powers, especially the maritime, and upon Portugal 
among the rest ! and on that affinity by which the monarchs of Spain 
and Portugal were as closely connected by the ties of blood, as all 
the powers are by common interest, to oppose the ambitious designs 
of the English. This memorial concluded with a declaration, that 
^^ as soon as his most faithful majesty had taken his resolution, 
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which the undersigned doubted not would be fovourable, a French 
and Spanish army would enter Portugal, in order to garrison the 
principal forts of that kingdom/' The King of Portugal, in reply, 
to this audacious paper, spoke and acted with a magnanimity which 
has merited that liberality of support which the British nation has 
shown to the fortunes of his successors. He considered, that the ties 
which united him to Great Britain, and to the crowns of France 
and Spain, rendered him as proper a mediator to them all, as they 
made it improper for him to declare himself an enemy to any of them ; 
that his alliance with England was ancient, and therefore could give 
no offence at this conjuncture; that it was purely defensive, and 
therefore innocent in all its circumstances. The French and Spanish 
ministers replied, that his alliance with England was not defensive, 
because the situations of the Portuguese dominions were such, that it 
necessarily became oflfensive ; for without having his ports occa- 
sionally to resort to, the British ships could not keep the seas ; and' 
finally, that all the riches of Portugal flowed, by commerce, into the 
hands of the islanders. The king answered — ^That the treaties of 
league and trade, which subsist between Portugal and Great Bri- 
tain, are such as the laws of God, of nature, and of nations, have 
always deemed innocent. He intreated their most Christian Majes- 
ties to open their eyes to the injustice of pursuing, against Portugal, 
the war which was kindled against Great Britain : he desired them 
to consider, that they were giving an example which would prove 
the destruction of society ; that there was an end of public safety, if 
neutral nations were to be attacked, because they have defensive 
treaties with belligerent powers, a maxim which would occasion 
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deaoktion to B«n>pe. That therefore^ if their troopls •hould ^Qter 
his nefthn^ he woiUd^ in defence of hia neutfality, endeayevr to 
repttlae them with all hie fcmses, and those of his alUes ; and he 
added, that it would afieot him kes, though reduced to the last 
eEttemity, of which the great Judge is the sok aihiter^ to let the 
last tik of his palace fall, and to see his faithful subjects »pill their 
kst bloody tlrnn to saerifice, together with the honour of his crown» 
all that Fdrtugal holds xoAirt dewr, and becone an unheard-<if exam- 
ple to all pacific powers, who will no longer be abk to enj4^ the 
benefit of neutrality, whenever a war shall be kindkd between other 
powei^Sy with which the former we connected by defensisre tseatks. 

On the Ogfih of April, 17^> passports were demanded by the 
i ^ mb aft sad prs, and w^r ensued. But the peace of the folkwing year 
again afforded a .pause to £un^; and Fmnce had suftred so mudi 
in the war, tb?t her fifth grand attemjrt to attain the empire of the 
west may be said to have then ended. 

By the Treaty of Utrecht, the onowns of France and Spain were 
as effectually separated as they could well be. The Family G>mpact 
was a contrivance to get rid of the obligations of that tiea^. The 
defeiit qf the peace of 1^63 was^ in not dissolving the Family 
Compact ; the dissplution of which ought to have been the fir»t 
article. 

The punishment which Franoe received in the ufar that termi* 
nated iq 1763^ repressed, for a while, her offensive energies. Bui 
on the breaking out of the rebellion laS the British American pro- 
vinces, she bcg^ao, anewj. to draw means and hopes of advancement. 
Th» provmces had fek^k^ i^jist tfa# nawpAtions of the mother 
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country^ and were straggling for freedom ; yet notwithstanding that 
fVanoe was herself under the foil jarisdiction and prerogatives of 
despotism^ she took a part in the cause of liberty. But it was not the 
Americans that she abetted. It was eomity against* Great Britain that 
instigated her ; and a hope, that by having an army in America, she 
might find a way of aggrandising herself. 

The elastic vigour of the British nation was rather lightened 
than impaired by the loss of the thirteen provinces. For a temperate 
and generous policy, such as never any government before evinced 
towards a rebellion successfol, secured all the commercial advantages 
which could have been derived from them as colonies, without the 
^pense of protecting them ; and France has hitherto foiled in every 
machination that she has tried to destroy the natural connection 
between the parent and the independently settled children. 

The French revolution brings the whdie system of France folly 
to view. The different foctions, which, during that great comtno-^ 
tion, so rapidly succeeded each other, have all shown themselves 
tetuated by one uniform spirit, with respect to other countries. What 
began with an intention to make slaves of all sovereigns, has ended 
in a resolution to make slaves of all people. The peace of Alliens 
was rather an event in the revolution, than the termination of the 
war: but it became an epoch. From the date of that event, the 
obsotete pretensions to thft sovereignty of Europe, in the person, of 
the French ruler, again became, evident to all the world. 

The various occurrmoea, «nce the renewal qf hostilities, have 
pkoed the anibitii» of France m its true light. But the nature 
of the interviewa whMi dn Frekich Bnperor held in. the dift* 
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ferent campaigns with the monarcha that he had subdued^ have 
never yet been communicated to the world. The conversations, on 
those occasions, consisted of strong representations, on his part, df 
the pernicious insubordinate spirit which reigned in the British 
islands* To this spirit, he endeavoured to shew that the whole of 
the doctrines so destructive td sovereigns and princes in the course of 
the Revolution, ought to be ascribed ; and to his representations he 
found a willing auditor in the emperor of Austria. Several months 
have elapsed since a regular plan has been arranged for the full 
establishment of one corporative despotism on the continent* The 
different sovereigns are to be allowed the free management of the 
domestic economy of their kingdoms ; but all treaties are to be com- 
municated to each member of this despotism ; and no measure of 
peace or war is to be undertaken, without being previously considered 
by the whole. From this incorporation the British nation is to be 
excluded ; and, in order to reduce that dangerous people, the mer- 
chants are to be obliged to deal only in ready money. The con- 
spiracy of kings against mankind, is supposed to have been arranged 
at Paris, on or before the 12th of January last. 

But the very nature of the policy of the British natioq, will, 
more than her arms, enable her to overcome this hydra. Her allies 
are, now, mankind; and the superiority <rf a commercial over a 
military system, begins to be acknowledged by the most fanatical 
worshippers of French glory. 

The aim of a commercial system is to maintain the existing state 
of things ; because security is essential to, the prosperity of commerce^ 
and, without some assurance of permanency in the circumst^iicen 
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Qnder which oommercial projects arc formed, diey are never prose- 
cuted with the activity requisite to ensure success. But the security 
necessary to commerce, does not imply that the existing state of 
things should be forcibly maintained : on the contrary, only this, that 
it should not be suddenly altered ; for the tendency of a commercial 
system is to improve the existing state of things; and improve- 
ment is not at variance with, but is the food of stability. The 
military system is illustrated by the situation of the inhabitants of 
Holland, Germany, Italy, Spain, and wherever the French armft 
have l>een carried. The commercial system is seen in Malta and 
iSicily, and is remembered wherever the British manufactures have 
had access. But that cruel coercion which has sent from the shores 
of so many states so many harmless and helpless beings, cannot long 
endure. £ach| individual victim of that bigotry which persecutes 
industry, even with fire and faggot, has his desire of comfort and of 
distinction, as strongly as the infatuated princes of the continent ; 
and it is not in the nature of things that this desire should not 
manifest itself. But it is not against the i<rretched disciplea of the 
prophet of oppression, that the wrath of mankind should be directed : 
it is against that nation, which, for a v£^in-glorious purpose, is the 
innate enemy of all that is just, venerable, and holy. Until France 
be reduced again to a moderate condition, there can be no moral 
advancement — no hope of prosperity — to the continent of Europe. 

But in what manner is Great Britain to render her present 
vantage ground available ? By what means are we to receive and 
embody with our own strength, those innumerable individuals over 
the continent, who long to embrace and to promote our cause? 
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How are tbe pbysical, mraaly and social qualities of maakind to be 
so amalgamated as to produce political effects ? Only by Gteat 
Britain pfodaiming her resolution to maintain an insular empm^ in. 
opposition to the €<mtioental system : to avow, ^t all the idand» 
OTer which her jmrisdiction has not yet been extended^ are oidy net 
hers because she has not foond it convenient to take. possessiMi of 
them ; and that what she does take posse s sion of^ she witt maintain 
to the utmost, and consider a» intend parts of her empire, never 
to be ceded by treaty, never to be separated but by the sword. Of 
the utility of such policy we have proof and experience in the state 
of our relations with Turkey. What protects the remnaiits of 
our Levant factmes in that paralyzed state from being expelled^ 
like our other merchants, from the rest of £urope, but tbe known con* 
viction on the mind of the French ruler, that the moment we are obliged 
to consider the sultan as ain enemy, separaties from the Ottoman 
empire the populous and fertile islands of the Ionian and Levant 
seas ? With this fact before our eyes, ou^t we not to carry our 
views still further, and to look forward to what would be the effect 
of a decisive avowal of our insular sovereignty, the natural, necessary^ 
cohsequence of our maritime power. Nations have not tribunals of 
justice like men in sodety. Power, among them, is the criterion of 
right ; and those who deny this principle, arraign the dispensations 
^f Providence. The circumBtances of the times, and of our afiairs, 
call on us to look boldly at principles, and to act with decision. 

We are to consider, that the whole of the ancient fabric of the 
Eurcqpean nations has b^n subverted ; that, by a coalition, voluntary 
and icoeroed, of all the states of the continent, we are regarded as a 
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proacribed Wkdom^ ftod our raia coDtrived, deoooneed, aad ander- 
taken ; that we are treated as au outcast from the eoomonity c£ 
uatioos ; tibat our laws and usages are held to be obnoxious to the 
new order of things; that our edforts to maintain otir independence, 
aad to avenge the insults diat we have received from our old, here* 
ditary, and particular foe, are represented, by the subjugated, 
degraded^ and, now> nominal princes of Europe, as measures incon*- 
sistent with their prosperity ; and that every modification of our 
industry and intelligence, even justice and self-defence, are held to be 
pernicious to the welfare of the ruling few, and, as such, the means 
of the subjected many are exerted to destroy them. I^ould we 
hesitate, then, io step forward with a bolder demeanour, both oi 
defiance and resolution? The continent has adopted its system; 
let the islands proclaim theirs. Upon the same principle that 
we have been expelled from the continent, let us drive firom the 
islands, and chase from the seas, all who retain any connection with 
the continent. Let those nations who yet pretend to claim insular^ 
possessions, know tlmt they only hold them by our forbearance, and 
that, unless they declare themselves, decidedly, our friends, they 
shall be deprived of these possessions. T^e prediction of the king 
of Portugal to the French and Spanish ministers has been realized. 
Self-defence, the first instinct derived from heaven, the first law of 
nature, the only valid reply to the complaints of justice, authorizes 
and necessitates the adoption of this principle. The guilt and sins 
of the consequence rest on the head of that presumptuous and prodigal 
people who have destroyed the codes of ancient usages, and torn into 
pieces the charters of states, in order to assert a false and fraudulent 
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daim to their politiGal property. Hie enemy and his hostile vassals, 
have, hitherto, seen our naval power employed only as a defensive 
instmment : they have yet to feel the weight of this great trident 
The kingdoms of Cyprus and of Candia, the great islands of Rhodes, 
of Scio, of Samos, of Mitilene, of Eubea, the Grecian and Adriatic 
archipelagos, the Minorcas, and the kingdoms of Corsica, of Sardinia, 
and of Sicily, may all be reduced to our subserviency and jurisdiction, 
by a smaller force than our gratuitous army now in the peninsula. 
In them we should find new vents to the overflowing products of our 
industry, and derive from them and their population, at once the 
sinews and the instruments of war. They are not like those countries 
which we have colonized from ourselves^ and which have never ceased 
to drain the means of the mother country : they are matured and 
settled communities, habituated to contribute to the support of their 
supreme governments, and eager to send forth their youth on enter- 
prizes in which they may renovate their ancient celebrity. They 
know that their long dilapidated means would replenish, and their 
much depressed genius would recover, and emulate its former great- 
ness, under the beneficent protection of the British flag. With 
Tenedos we should command the outlet of the Black Sea, the Bos- 
phorus, the gulph of Nicomedia, the Propontis, and the Hellespont. 
With Cyprus we might open an overland communication, through 
Egypt, to the Red Sea, and abbreviate the route to India no less 
than half its present Jength. By the Archipelago, we should com- 
mand the whole trade and intercourse of the greatest part of Turkey 
in il^urope with Asia Minor. By taking possession of the little island 
of Sasina, at the mouth of Yalona, opposite to Cape Otranto, we 
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should acquire one of the faoUest harboun in the worlds and 
command the Adriatic I omit to notice* the Minorcas, Corsica, 
Sardinia, and the flourishing kingdom of Sicily, and to point out 
in what manner they command the shores of Italy, of France, 
and of Spain ; and I mention Gibraltar only to say, that, by dis- 
playing the Herculean eneigies of the British nation, with a more 
frank and masterly arrogance, against the chimeras and hydras of 
Europe, the possession will become less the sentinel of a pass, th*a 
the guardian of a rich Hesperides. 
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APPENDIX- 



SICILY. 



A LIST OF THS PRODUCTIONS OF SICILY^ AiffD T£t£ "NAMSS OF TttS 
PLACES WHERE -IMeV A WB TO BE VKOCtK^: 

Agate. — ^In the neighbourhood of Girjgenti. 

Amber. — Catania. 

Almonds (sweet and bitter). — ^Arvola, Girgenti^ Siculano^ Palqfio^ SciaccSf 

Anqhovios.— Cefalu^.Melazzp^ X^rmini^ Trapan^ Sciacca.; all along the 

northern coast ; also^ in considerable quantities^ along the southern. , 
Brandy. — ^Marsala, Vittoria, Mascali, Melazzo. « 

Beans.~-Terranova, Girgenti, Licati^ Termini. 
Barley. — ^Terranova, Scoglietti^ Licati^^ Giigenti. ^ . 
Barrilla. — Catania^ Trapani, Marsala^ Terranova, Giigentir 
Bergamot. — ^Messina. . ^ 

Cantharides. — Little Catania, Pietraperzia, Cbrleon^, Sicara, Calatafimo* 
Carubies. — MazzareUi, Puzzallo, Vktoria, Comiso, Ragusa. 
Capers.-— Great quantities might be collected between Mazzara. and Sciacca. 
Charcoal. — Syracuse, Terranova, Coronia, and between Melazzo and Ce- 

falu, on the northern coast. 
Citrons.— Palermp and Messina* . , r. 

Cotton. — ^Terranova, and the country between Syracuse and Girgenti. 
Coral.^-Trapani. 

Chesnuts. — Catania, Mascali, along the foot of Etna. 
Dried Figs.— Chiefly imported from the Lipari islands^ Melazzo^ and 

Messina. 
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Essences (bergaoiot, lemoiiy and orange). — ^Measina. 

Flax* — Corleone^ and iu the interior, between GabAia and Termim. 

Flaxseed.— ^rleone^ Alcamo, Catania. 

Firewood.— Coronia and Syracuse. 

Grain. — ^The agents reside in Termini, CasteUamaie^ C&rgeati^ Sciaoca, 

Catania, and Licati. 
(Gum.-— Giigenti and (Palermo. 
Goat-skins.— ^atani^, Palerino> and-Messma. 
Granite. — Palermo, Messina (for shipping). 
Honey. — ^Anrola. 

Hare-skins. — Coronia. No care is taken in oolkctii^ this article. 
Hides.— 'Pidermo and Messinsi. 
H^mp.— Mascali, Taci, Franceforte, Militd^ Sicili^ Noto, Bitcari, vicinity 

of Agosta, Sjnracuse. 
Lemons. — Messina. 
Lupins. — ^Messina. 

Linseed oil. — ^Palermo, Castellamare, Mazztou 
Lemon-juice. — ^Messina. 
Manna. — Cefalu, Giraci^ Capare, Carini. 
Marble. — Toarmini. 
Myrtle. — Coronia. * 
Nuls.'— Cefiilu. 

OFanges.— Messina, Palermo. 
Orange-water. — ^Palermo. 
Olive-oil. — Palermo, Cattabellata, Licati, Pitteneo, St. Stephano, Cefalu^ 

Tuza, Torremuzza, Messina, Vittoria, Arvola. 
Ox-horns. — ^The Sicilian oxen have beautiful horns, but no care is taken 

in collecting them, or preparing them for exportation. 
Oil-cake. — Ciaitania, Termini, Trapani. 
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Pistachio-nuts. — Ravanusa^ Riesi, Pietrafezzia. 

Planks.-— Caronia, St. Maria, Terranova^ Biscari^ St Pietro^ Favara^ Sceri> 
Mazzarone, Granini, Tuedo, Nobile. 

Rice. — ^Rocilla, Rivela, Vittoria; Termini. 

Rum.*— District of Contidia — ^very little. 

Silk. — Catania^ Messina, Palermo. 

Soap. — ^Palermo, Melazzo, Termini, Marsala. 

Sumack. — Alcamo, Montreali, Carini, Trapani, Termini, Girgenti^ and 
Catania. 

Sulphur. — Somattino, Gallati, Trabria^ Pentellaria, Licati, Salato, Palmo, 
Tavara, Girgenti, Falconanu 

Salt. — Trapani, Agosta, Syracuse, Mazzamen^, and Venicani. 

Saffron,--St. Philippo— little. 

Sugar. — ^District of Contidia — ^produce still smaU. 

Starch. — ^Palermo. 

Tartar (white). — ^Palermo, Marsala, Catania. 

{red). — ^Mascali, Messina, Melazzo, Vittoria. 

Tunny — Agents at Palermo and Ce&lu. 

Umber (for building). — ^The woods of Coronia — ^the exportation is pro- 
hibited. 

Wool. — ^Marsala and Mistrella. 

Wolf-skins (few). — Coronia. 

Wines (white). — Syracuse, Marsala, Catania. 

(red). — ^Messina, Melazzo, Mascali, Vittoria. 

N. B. The silks manufactured in Messina, and the neighbourhood of that 
city, are allowed to be exported duty fifee— an immunity granted in con* 
sideration of the misfortunes whioh the city has sufiered from earth- 
quakes. 
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STATEMENT OF BRITISH COTTOV MANUFACTURES. SUITABLE 

FOR- SICIX4Y. 

Nankeens. — ^Consumption considerable. I4arge8t sales effected in tbo 

months of March and April. Clouds invoicad at is. $d. per yard^i TwiUi 

is. Gd. and Florentines at is. %d. are the kinds that suit. 
Dimities.^Saleable in the spring. Those invoiced at 1^. Sd. and 9Sf per 

yard syit. Tb^ finer }fxadB will not pay so well 
Muslinets. — ^When low invoiced, sell readily, in the spring months. The 

finer kinds not so mpch in demand. 
Quiltings. — ^The finer kinds seldom or never pay. The coarser, of gay 

colours, alone are saleable 
Printed Calicoes.— The fine qualities most saleable. Those of small designii 

are preferred. Coarse Calicoes quit^ ui^saleiible. 
Printed Muslins. — Sell readily# Small, patterns are mostly sought for. 
Book Muslins. — ^Will not serve unless low invoiced, 
TaipbQured Aluslins.— >[)eqiand inconsiderable. 
Japan Muslins. — Coloured and worked, seldom or never answer. 
Lappet Muslins. — Of the common kinds, tbq^e whjch are pomiiion^f 

invoiced at is. sd, per yard, of gay colours, calculated for the usQof the 

lower orders, go off to advantage. 
Cambrick Muslins. — Six^qu^rters wide^ invoiced at 2s. or 8^. 6d. per yard, 

will almost always sell readily. Those invoiced higher are less inquired 

for. Sales of nioe-eighths wide are sometimes made. 
Randkerchieft, ]^t)annia.-^a}eable.. 
Handkercbiefe, Madras. — ^Th^ coarser kinds pay best : viz. those inveyiced 

at iSs. or 20s. per dozen. 
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PuUicats.— -Generally in demand. 

Velverets. — Sell best in the months of September and October : the con- 
sumption very considerable. They are generally inToiced at £i. Sd. to 
3^ • per yard : blues are always most saleable. They should be assorted 
two-thirds blues and one-third blacks^ in chests. 

Velveteens.-^Black and blues sell readily. Blues^ however^ are always in 
the greatest request ; generally invoiced at 3«. 6d. to Ss. gd. per yard. 
Cords are always dull of sale^ and seldom pay. 

Thicksets. — ^The consumption very considerable. Best time for sale, Sep- 
tember and October. Those invoiced at 2s. are in greatest request. 
Blues, blacks, and bottle-greens, are the colours which suit. Genoa 
thicksets stand too high to answer well: the twilled ones are quite 
unsaleable at any price. 

Jeans. — Invoiced at 2s. sd. to 2s. 6d. : are in great demand in the spring 
months. They go off advantageously. Vast quantities are consumed in 
the summer. 

Jeanets. — Sell readily in the spring. 

Printed ditto.— Difficult of sale. 

Thread. — In hanks and boxes. The former invoiced at €s. to 12^. 4d. per 
pound. The latter, assorted colours, in small boxes of twelve balls each, 
at 33^. per dozen boxes, are the kinds which suit. 
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ISB NEW WRIGHTS AND MEASURES OV SICILY^ SUITSD TO THE 

ENGLISH STANDAR]>S. 

Almost every town in Sicily^ and ^ven various articles, had a di£^nt 
weight and measure, till his Sicilian Majesty, by a Decree dated the 31st 
December, 1809, ordered, that from the ist of January, 1811, there should 
be an uniformity of Weights and Measures, throughout the island, upon the 
following metrical system. 

1st. Long Measure.-^The basis is the Point or banning of a line, and 

divided as follows : 



1 inch, called Oncta. 
ISs 1 Vthn. 

24= 9= 1 Paflsetto , i e. a small pace. 
48= 4s 3= L Mezza Gaima ; i. e. one half cane. 
96s 8s 4s 2s iCenna. 
884s 33s 16s 8s 4s 1 Catena 5 i. «, a chain. 
921S76S 184d8s 1536s 138s 64s 33s 16s 4s 1 Chord 
9a53380s88944Os6913Os576O=^8880sl44Os730sl8Os45sl Mile. 

N.B. The diflference between a Sicilian and an English inch is as 
13 •• 10 ; SO that their palm is equal to 10 inches, and their cane to 80, or 
6t Sin. Therefore 720 x 6.66^4800 feet in a Sicilian mile. But an 
English mile is SSSof. therefore, the Sicilian mile is 48of. or 160 yards, 
shorter than the English mile. 



Poiots 




123 


iHne. 


144s 


18= 


17S8= 


144= 


S459S 


388= 


6918= 


676= 


lS8Sft= 


1153= 


55344= 


4608= 
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ad* Square Measure.— ^Its basis is the Quartiglio^ answering to a square 

cane. 

jQoardgli 

4=1 Quarto. 
ie=z 4= 1 Qurozzo. 
64= 16= 4= 1 Monddlo. 
1256ss 64tar 16:s 4= llHimolo. 
1024=: 956s 64s ia=: 4s 1 Bisaccia. 
4096==:10843256=64sl6s4sl Salma. 

N.B. A Salm of Land being equal to 4096 Quartigli^ or square canes^ 
4096 X 6.6&^9102.22'' square yards in a Salma of Land. — The English 
acre is 4840 square yards ; therefore^ the salm is 426S.22" square yards 
greater than the acre ; upwards of an acre and three quarters. 

3d. G>rn Measure. — Its basis is the Tumolo, equal to a cubic palm ; and 
its subdivisions are Uke those of the square measure^ and with the same 
denominations. Thus^ 

fiuartig^ 

4= 1 Quarto. 
16=: 4= iGarozao. 
64= 16= 4= 1 MondeUo. 
856= 64=: 16= 4=: 1 Tumolo, a cubic palm. 
1084= S56s 64=16= 4=1 Bisaccia. 
409e=1084e=^56=g4=16i=s4 r -= iSalma. 

N. B. Salma, or Sarma, probably derived from the Latin sarcina, a bur- 
den ; for it is supposed to be an exact burden for a mule to carry, in a 
mountainous country. Or from the Greek Sayfta, which signifies the same 
thing. 
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A cubic palm is ten cubic inches ; that is, 1000 inches ; which, multi- 
plied by 16, the number of tamolos in a salma, yields 16000 cubic inches 
for one salma. — ^The English quarter is 17300 cubic inches. The dif- 
ference between the salma and English quarter is 1200 cubic inches; 
about half a bushel in the quarter in favour of the English measure^ or seven 
and a half /^er cent. 

4th. Liquids. — The basis of this i^easure is a cubic palm, called Quartara, 

IKcchieri 

Sss 1 Caraffiu 
4= S= 1 Quartuccio. 
80t= 40=: 20= ] jQuartara^ a cabic palma. 
160e=: 80c= 40= ^fc= 1 Burile. 
18i0e= 640= 320=16= 8=1 Salma. 
4990e=^4eo=15280=64=32=4=l Botte, orbatt. 

N. B. A Barile being equal to two quartaras, that is^ to two cubic palms 
of 10 inches, make 2000 English cubic inches. An English wine-gallon is 
231 cubic inches ; therefore, as 231 : 1 gallon : : 2000 : 8.65 S English gal- 
lons in a barile, and 8.658 x 32=3277.056 gallons in a butt. An 
English tun being 252 gallons, the Sicilian butt is 25 gallons greater than 
the tun, 

5th. Weights.— The basis of the Sicilian Weights is taken firom the Quar- 
tuccio, filled with clear olive-oil ; and the weight of this oil answers to the 
rottolo. In the table of the liquids we have seen, that a quartuccio is 
the :^Oth part of a quartara (equal to a cubic palm) ; so that the quartuccio 
is also the 20th part of a cubic palm. 
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The lowest denomination of their weights is an Octave^ and the greatest 
a Cantar. 

Octaves » 

8= 1 Coccio, or Grain. 

160= 20:^ 1 Scruple. 

480= 60= 3= 1 Dram. 

960= 120= 6= 2= IjQuarte. 

1990= 240= 12= 4= 2= 1 HalfH)uncc. 

3840= 480= 24= 8= 4= 2= 1 Ounce: 

46080= 5760= 288= 96= 48= 24= \2= 1 Libra->Pound. 

115200= 14400= 730t= 240= 120e= 60= 30= 3'5=' 1 Rottolo* 
1152000O=144000O==79000=^2400O=12000=6000c==3000t==250t=lO^ Cantar. 

* The weight of a Qoartuccio of dear OHveOiL . 

N. B. Oil^ in Sicily, is sold by weight 

A Rottolo, of 30 Sicilian ounces, has been found to render, in England^ 
2S ounces avoirdupoise weight ; so that we may reckon, that a Sicilian 
Cantar is equal nearly to 1 75 pounds avoirdupoise. 
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THE SPANISH DOLLAR : 

AN SCLOGUS9 
ILLUSTBATIVE OJP THE OUABACTEB OF THE SICUUIAN PEASANTS. 



Behold a street in a Sicilian town. 
Which still retains some name of old renown. 
That red letica, near yon staUe plac'd, 
Denotes th' arrival of a stranger guest. 
But, lo ! the actors, peasants they appear ; 
Hear what they say, and reverence what you hear. 

." The solar blaze, my friend, Antonio, quit. 
And in the shadow of this chapel sit. 
Here, on my knees, lay thy unwater'd face. 
While through thy tangled locks I raise the chace. 
Thine be the reveries of the drowsy joy. 
And mine the bliss of seeking to destroy •** 
'* Ah, Ludivico, other thoughts excite 
My eager scratching, than that dear delight. 
An English traveller has arrived to-day. 
And how to serve him all my wits assay. 
Three prices, for our vile Sicilian trash, 
Th' Ingleses pay, and never grudge the cash ; 
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And this milord has given^ O best of men ^ 

That Spanish dollar for my leanest hen. 

The hen^ mjr wife> with salt and Indian spice, 

In water stewb ; but what should be the price 

With deep per|^xity. confounds my brainy 

And firm resolves. are re-resolv*d again: 

For, well you know^ if I too much require 

^or cooking, dishes, pepper, salt, and fire, 

(The thought appals my very heart with dread) 

Th* unruly Englishman will break my head : 

And if but what he freely pays, the loss. 

Till chance repair it, every joy will cross.** 

^* The case, Antonio, is somewhat new ; 

But let us take it in a double view. 

What ! salt, and spice, and fire, and wife to cook ! 

For a half-dollar, friend, you well may look/* 

*' But half a dollar, Ludivico ? ~ Oh f* 

'^ Nay, good Antonio, I said not so ; 

Hear but my counsel, and you yet may own 

Two dollars more, and still preserve your crown. 

In numerous parts, as lawyers diarges frame, 

Divide your costs, and still beforehand claim. 

The small half-dollar ne*er will raise a strife. 

For pepper, salt, and fire, and werk of wife. 

Therefore reserve it for the last demand. 

And humbly ask it with a stretched hand.** 

<^ Dear Ludivioo, so I mean to do ; 

But how shall I obtain the other two ?*" 
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^' Ay^ there^ Antonio^ there the puzzle lies. 

And plain it is> that ne'er the shining prize 

You by your own uiiaided wits could reach: 

But let me share^ and I that art will teach. 

Give me that dollar in your handj for fee^ 

And I will teach you hqw to gain still three/ 

'' Three ! Ludivico ? be the silver thine. 

O that I could obtain thy brains for mine P 

'^ Well> firsts you know^ the English must have wine 

To purchase that a dpllar boMly ask. 

And fill a bottle from the huckster's cask ; 

Which^ new and weak^ no Englishman will taste^ 

So in the cask it may be all replaced. 

Meanwhile^ your wife^ with skilful hand^ may make 

The «tew such as fto Englishman can take: 

And other fare you must, of course^ provide. 

Por eggs and bread he may be safely tried 

A full half-dollar ; and for fruity you know^ 

Another ask — why there^ you see, are two : 

And for the third, you need not fear to try 

If he antiquities or toys will buy: 

A worn tarri to sell as wondrous rare ; 

A Punic coin — nay, but the thing is fair. 

For our Sicilia was a Punic isle. 

And rare that coin is the reWard of toil.** 

'' Ah, reprobates T exclaim*d a voice behind. 
Aghast they turn; and see, with ear ind[in*d^ " 



\ 
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A full*fed monk look slyly from within : 

All he had heardj and thus reproved their sin : -— 

^' Ah, reprobates I to me that dollar give ; 

Such knaves^ as you^ are hardly fit to live. 

How now^ Antonio! to cheat so willing ! 

Your famished hen was not worth half a shilling. 

Go^ Ludivico^ sinner as thou art^ -— 

How durst thou counsels such as these impart ?-— 

€ro^ instantly, this shocking sin to mend^ 

With your best tales the-£nglish lord attend. 

For, true it is, without his nation's aidj 

Our holy church would drive a losing trade.** 

The peasants yield, and slink aviray ; the priest 
Seeks the refectory and savoury feast 



Cape Passero, 
20th December 1809. 
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TURKEY. 

Le G^niral en Chef de tArmde ^Italie mu Chtf da Pe^le libre de 

Maina. 

CiTOYEN, 

J*ai recu, de Trieste^ une lettxe, dans laqudle voi^ iqe ^moignez le 
d^ir d*dtre utile ^ la R^pu^liqt^e Fmnffaae^ en accueillaAt. aes b&tiinens sur 
vos ports. Je me plai9 ^ c^roir^..q);v6 vom tieodrez voire 'paroje avec oette 
fid^lit^ qui convient a un descendant des Spartiates. La R^publique Fran- 
9aise ne sera point ingp^ate a T^rd de yotee nation ; quant k moi^ je re* 
cevrai volontiers quiconque vieiidra me tr9uver de yotre |^rt, et ne souhaite 
rien tant que de voir r^ner une bonne harmonie entre deux nations ^gale- 
ment amies de la liberty. 

Je vous r^ommande les porteurs de cette lettre^ qui sont aussi des 
d^scendans des Spartiates. SHls n'ont pas fait jusqli'ici de grandes choses, 
e'^est quHls ne sont point trouv^s sur un grand th^tre. 

Salut et fratemit^^ 

BlTONAPART£. 
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MXTHODS EMPLOYED IN DYING TURBJSY-RED. 

Pirofessor Oettinger, at Tubingen, was the first chemist, in the west 
if Europe, wh6se experiments approximated to the discovery of the Oriental 
process of giving to cotton that beaiitiful red dye, which withstands the 
firo'ngest solvents. In 1 7(^49 he published a small work, in which he men- 
tioned, that by steeping the dyied Turkish yams in olive-oil, the colour may 
not oiily be extracted, but the material of it transferred to other thread. 
Hence it was inferred, that either the dye itself, or the preparing liquor, or 
birth, must be of a iat nature, and soluble in oil. 

TB£ PERSIAN METHOD. 

The process in use, at Astracan, for dying Turkey-red is nearly as 
follows : — ^The cotton is first washed exceedingly clean, in running water, 
and dried in bright weather. If it does not dry before the evening it is 
taken under cover, on account of the saline dews so remarkable in the 
country around Astracan, and again exposed to the air next morning. 
When it is thoroughly dry, it is laid in a tub, and fish-oil poured over it, 
till it is entirely covered. In this state it remains all night : in the morning 
it is hung up, and left till the' evening. This process is repeated seven 
successive times, in order that the cotton may fully imbibe the oil, and free 
itself from all air. The yam is then carried to a stream, cleaned as much as 
possible, and hung up on the poles to dry. 

After this preparation, a mordant is made of three materials, ^hich 
giffe the grounds of the red colour. The pulverized leaves of sumach are 
boiled in copper kettles ; and, when their colouring matter has been suf« 
ficiently extracted, some powdered galls are added, with which the colour 
must be again boiled ; and, by these means, it acquires a dark dirty colour. 
After it has been sufiiciently boiled, the fire is taken from under the kettle. 
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and alum put into the still hot liquor, where it is soon dissolved. The 
whole mordant must be strong, and of an astringent taste. 

As soon as the alum is dissolved, no time must be lost, in order thai; the 
mordant may not be suffered to cool. The yam is then put into smdl 
wooden vessels, into each of which a quantity of the mordant is poured, 
sufficient to moisten the yam. By this, it acquires only a pale 3rel- 
low colour, which, however, is durable. It is then hung up in the sun- 
shine to dry; again washed in the stream; and afterwards dried once 
more. 

The next part of the process is, to prepare the madder dye. The mad- 
der, ground to a fine powder, is spread out in lai^ troughs, and into each 
trough is poured a large cup-full of sheep's blood, the kind of blood easiest 
procured. The madder must be strongly mixed in it, by means of the 
hand, and then stand some hours, in order to be thoroughly soaked by it. 

After this process, water is made hot in large kettles ; and, as soon as 
it is warm, the preparation of madder is put into it, in the proportion of a 
pound to every pound of cotton. The dye is then sufiered to boil strongly ; 
and^ when it is boiled enough, which may be tried on cotton threads, the 
fire is removed from under the kettle. The dyer then dips the cotton yam, 
piece by piece, into the dye ; tum& it round, backwards and forwards ; 
presses it a little with his hands, and lap each piece into pails. As soon 
as all the cotton has received the first tint, it is hung up to dry. As the 
red, however, is still too dull, the yam, which has been already dyed cmce, 
and become dry, is put once more into the dying-kettle, and left to seeth, 
for three hours, over a strong fire, by which it acquires that dark red colour 
so much esteemed in the Turkey yams. After this process it is again 
dried, afterwards washed in the stream, and, when dry, is marketable. 

The feet disclosed by this process is, the animalization of the madder 
and cotton by blood and oil. 
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THE GRBBK METHOD OF DYINO TURKEY RED. 

The first process is, that of cleaning the cotton ; for which purpost 
three leys are employed ; one of soda, another of ashes, and a third of lime. 
The cotton is thrown into a tub, and moistened with the liquor of the three 
leys, in equal quantities ; it is then boiled in pure WAter, and washed in 
tanning water. 

The second bath given to the cotton is composed of soda and sheep^s 
dung, dissolved in water. To facilitate the solution, the soda and dung are 
pounded in a mortar. The proportion of these ingredients employed^ are^ 
one oke of dung,* six of soda, and forty of water. When the ingredients 
are well mized^ the liquor expressed from them is strained, and being 
poured into a tub, six okes of olive-oil are added to it, and the whole is 
well stirred, till it becomes of a whitish colour, like milk. TThe cotton 
is then sprinkled with this ; and when the skeins, are thoroughly 
moistened, they are wrung, pressed, and exposed to dry. The same bath 
must be repeated three or four times ; because it is this liquor which renders 
the cotton more or less fit for receiving the dye^, Each bath is given with the 
same liquor, and ought to continue five or six hours. It is to be observed, 
that the cotton, after each bath, must be dried without being washed, as it 
ought not to be rinced till after the last bath. The cotton is then as white 
as if it had been bleached in the fields. 

The galling is performed by immersing the cotton in a bath of warm 
water, in which five okes of pulverised gall-nuts have been boiled. Thia. 
operation renders the cotton more fit for being saturated with the colour, 
and gives to the dye more body and strength. 

After the galling comes aluming, which is performed twice, with an 
interval of two days ; and which consists in dipping the cotton into a batfai 
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of water, in which five okes of alum have been infused, mixed with five 
okes of water, alkalised by a ley of soda. Tbe.aluipipg must be performed 
with care, as it is this operation which makes the colouring matter combine 
best with the cotton, and which secures it in ^part frotn the destructive 
action or the air. When the second aluming is finished, the cotton is 
wrung. It is then pressed, and put to soak in running water, being 
inclosed in ^ bag of thin bldth. • 

The workmen then proceed to the dying. To compose th^ colotinr, 
they put in a kettle five okes of water, and thirty-five okes of madder-root : 
tlie madder having been pulverised, and moistened with one oke of ox or 
sheep*s blood. The blood strengdiens the colour ; and the ddse is increased 
or lessened, according to the shade of colour required. An equal heat is 
tfaaintained below the kettle, but not too violent; and when the liquor 
begins to grow warm, the skeins kre then gradually immersed, be* 
fore the liquor becomes too hot. They are then iied, with pack* 
thread, td small rods, placed crosswise above the kettle, for that pur{)08e ; 
and when the liquor boils well, and in an uniform manner, the rods from 
which the skeins are suspended are removed, and the cotton is sufiTered to 
fell into the kettle, where it remains until two thirds of the wafer is eva- 
porated. When one third only of the liquor remains, the cotton is taken 
out, and washed in pure water. 

The dye is afterwards brought to perfection by means of a bath, afca- 
lised with soda. This manipulation is the most difficult, and the most deli- 
cate of the whole ; because it is that which gives the colour its tone. The 
cotton is thrown into this new bath, and made to boil, over a steady fire, till 
the colour assumes the required tint. The whole art consists in catching 
the proper degree. 
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N. B. The peculiarity in the Greek process is, the use of dung. This sub- 
stance contains a large quantity of volatile alkali^ in a disengaged state^ 
which has the property of giving a rosy hue to the red. 

The chief manufactories for dying spun cotton red^ established in 
Greece, are in Thessaly. There are some at Baba^ Rapsani^ Tournavos^ 
Larissa, Pharsalia, and in all the villages situated on the sides of Ossa.and 
Pelion. Ambelaki^ in the vale of Temp^, is the most eminent* 

A GjpiMAN PROCESS FOR DYING TURKJBY-RED. 

Make a caustic ley of one part of good common pot-ash^ dissolved ia 
four parts of boiling water^ and half a jnnt of quick-lime slaked in it. Dif« 
solve one part of powdered alum in two parts of boiling water ; and while 
this solution of sulphate of alumine is still warm, to avoid re-crystallization^ 
pour intait siicoessively, always stirring it, the above-mentioned caustic \ey, 
till the alumine it had at first precipitated, after saturation, to excess, with 
sulphuric acid, has been rie-dissolved. Leave this solution to cool. Then 
mix a thirty- third part of linseed-oil, with which a saponaceous liquor is 
formed. The skeins of cotton or linen ought to be successively immersed 
in it, and equally pressed, that they may be then exposed to dry, on a pole^ 
in the order in which they are taken from the mixture.^ They must be 
dried under shelter from rain in summer, and in a warm place in winter^ 
and be left in that state for twenty-four hours : they must then be washed 
in very pure running water, and be again dried ; after which they are to be 
immersed in an alkaline ley, pressed and dried a second time, in the same 
manner as at first ; taking care, however, to re-commence the immersion in 
the ley with those skeins which have been last in the oily mixture, because 
the first never fails to carry away a larger portion than the last. It will be 
proper^ also, to consume the mixture each time. 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



4«4 

The intensity of the red proposed to be obtained will be in proportion to 
the quantity of the madder employed. By taking a quantity of madder^ 
equal in weight to that of the skeins^ the result will be a red^ which^ by 
clearing, will be changed to a rosy shade. On the other hand^ shades of 
crimson, more or less bright, will be obtained by employing two, three, 
and even four times the weight of madder, without ever foi^tting the 
addition of chalk, if the water employed does not contain some of it. 

The best method of obtaining shades lively as well as bright, is, Ui 
expose the dark reds for a considerable time, when they have been cleared, 
to the action of a ley of oxygenated muriate of potash, or of soda, with 
excess of alkaline carbonate, in order to have such a degree of shade as may 
be required. But it may readily be conceived, that this method would be 
expienstve. 

THS OliASGOW METHOP FOR DYING TURKEY RED. 

I. For 100 lbs. of cotton yam take 100 lbs, of barilla, SO lbs. of pearl- 
ashes, and 100 lbs, of quick-lime. — The barilla is mixed with soft water, 
in a deep tub, from which the ley is filtered through a hole, covered with 
cloth, at the bottom. The strongest 1^ required must float an egg.— Dis- 
solve the pearl-ashes in forty gallons of soft water, and the lime in fifly- 
six gallons. Let all the liquors stand till they become quite clear> and 
then mix forty gallons of each. Boil the cotton in the mixture five hours, 
then wash it in running water, and dry it. 

II. Take fifty gallons of the barilla ley, and dilute it in two four-gallon 
pails full of sheep's dung; then pour into it half a gallon of oil of vitriol, 
and one pound of gum-arabic, and one pound of sal-ammoniac, both pre- 
viously dissolved in a sufiicient quantity of weak barilla water ; and, lastly, 
twenty-five pounds of olive oil, which has been previously dissolved, or well 
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mixed with eight gallons of weaker barilla ley than that in which floats 
the egg. In this steep the cotton^ until it is thoroughly soaked ; let it lie 
twenty-four hours ; then wring it well^ and hang it up to dry. Repeat this 
process three times. 

III. Repeat the last process, except that the sheep's dung is to be 
omitted. 

IV. Boil twenty-five pounds of galls, bruised, in forty gallons of river- 
water, until four or five are boiled away ; strain the liquor into a tub, and 
pour cold water on the galls in the strainer, to wash out of them all their 
tincture. As soon as the liquor is become milk-warm, dip your cotton, hank 
by hank, handling it carefully all the time, and let it steep twenty*four 
hours. Then wring it carefuUy and equally, and dry it well, without 
washing. 

V. Dissolve twenty-five pounds of Roman alum in fourteen pails of 
warm water, without making it boil; skim the liquor well, and add two 
pails of strong barilla water, and then let it cool udtil it be luke-wafm. Dip 
your cotton, and handle it, hank by hank, and let it steep twenty-four 
hours ; wring it equally, and dry it well, without washing. 

VI. Repeat, in every particular, the last process ; but, after the cotton is 
dry, steep it six hours in running-water, and then dry it 

VII. The cotton is dyed in quantities of about ten pounds at a time ; for 
which take about two gallons and a half of ox-blood, and mix it in the cop- 
per with one hundred and twelve gallons of lukewarm water, and stir it 
well ; then add twenty-five pounds of madder, and stir all well together. 
Then, having previously put the ten pounds of yam on sticks, dip it into the 
liquor, and move and turn it constantly one hour ; during which, gradually 
increase the heat, until the liquors begin to boil, at the end of an hour. 
Then sink the cotton, and boil it gently one hour longer ; and, lastly, wash 
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it and dry iL Take out so much of the boiling liquor, that what remains 
may produce a lukewarm heat, with the fresh water with which the copper 
is again filled up ; and then proceed to make up a d3ring liquor, for the next 
ten pounds of the cotton. 

VIII. Mix equal parts of the second and third process-liquors, taking 
about twenty gallons of each ; tread down the cotton into this mixture, and 
let it steep six hours ; then wring it moderately and equally, and dry it 
without washing. 

IX* Ten pounds of white soap must be dissolved, most carefully and com- 
pletely, in sixteen or eighteen pails of warm water : if any little bits of the 
soap remain undissolved, they will make spots in the cotton. Add sixteen 
gallons of the strong barilla water, and stir it well. Sink the cotton in this 
liquor, keeping it down with cross-sticks, and cover it up ; boil it, gently, 
two hours ; then wash it and dry it, and the processes are finished. 

N. B. The Glasgow method is similar to the French. But in none of all 
these different methods does it appear that the juice of lemons or citrons 
are employed. It is from this circumstance that I have ventured to infer, 
that the scarlet colour of Scutari is obtained by the use of the vegetable 
acid, in some stage of the process. 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



m 



CONSIDERATIONS 

8UR 

LE COMMERCE ET LA NAVIGATION DE LA MER NOIRE. 

" Ce commerce^ fait avec prudence et ^onomie^ doit procurer de 
grand profits^ puisque les Turcs et les Grecs qui le font tr^8-nial y gagnent 
encore beaucoup^ malgr^ le change tr^s-fort qu'ils paient sur I'argent quails 
empruntent ordinairement k la grosse aventure^ pour se procurer des 
fonds. 

'^ Le moyen qui paroitroit le plus convenable pour tirer le mejUeur parti 
possible du commerce de la Mer Noire^ et de lui donner toute Tentendue 
dont il est susceptible, seroit de former une compagnie par actions, dont 
le comptoir principal seroit k Constantinople, et k laquelle tous les n^ 
gocians du Levant, et m£me de France, pourroient prendre part. 

^' Avant que d'ftablir cette compagnie et d*envoyer dans les diverses 
eschelles de la Mer Noire les facteurs n^cessaires, il conviendroit de choisir 
une personne entendue, accompagn^ d'un ing^nieur-g^graphe pour 
lever les plans, rectifier les cartes et la position des lieux; d'un ou de 
deux negocians au &it du commerce et ayant connoissance des marchan- 
dizes, avec deux drogmans qui poss^dassent bien Tes langues Francaise, 
Italienne, Grecque, Turque, Persane, et Arabe, auxquels on joindroit 
deux janissaires fiddles de la suite de Tambassadeur pour escorte, afin de 
faire le tour de cette mer dans la belle saison, examiner encore plus \ 
fond les diverses echelles, la nature du commerce en g^n^ral, le commerce 
respectif des echelles entr*elles, celui qu'y font les diverses nations voisines^ 
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let marchandises que Ton peut y vendre et acheter avec avantage^ les prix 
des unes et des autres qui peuvent varier^ . les difierens frais de commerce 
et autfes d^penses y relatives, les &cilit^ et les obstacles que Ton pour* 
roit troQver dans les ^tablissemens ; pour s'assurer, en un mot, plus 
parfaitement que Ton n'a pu faire jusqu'k pr^nt, de tout ce qui peut 
6tre relatif k off, objet, ef se convaincre par Texp^rience de la v^rit^ des 
choees. 

^^ La personne choisie pour cette commission devroit noliser & C9n- 
stantinople un gros b&timent Turc de 5 & 6,000 quintaux ou 300 ton- 
neaux, qui coiiteroit 3,000 piastres par mois ; T^uipage de ce batiment 
devToit dtre compost de trois ou quatre matelots Fran9ai8, «apables et gens 
d^termin^, ainsi que d'un pilote expert et d'un ^mvain en ^tat de tenir 
un journal exact: ind^pendamment d*un rels ou patron Turc et d'un 
nombre n^cessaire de matelots Turcs et Grecs dont on seroit s<^r. Ce 
b4timent porteroit quelques pi^s de canon et des pierriers, avec d'autres 
armes. 

^^ L*on porteroit dans chaque echelle un essai de toute9 sortes de mar- 
chandiaes d*entr^, et on acheteroit un peu de toutes celles de sortie: 
Ton pourroit ^lement, dans le cours de ce voyage, faire F^reuve n4- 
cessaire du commerce d*une Echelle k Tautre. Peut-£tre m£me les profits 
que Ton feroit dans cette toum^ en paieroient-ils toutes les d^penses, %insi 
que les preens qu'il faudroit &ire aux pachas, cadis, musseleims, gouver- 
heurs, commandans dans les divers lieux oil Ton passeroit. 

'^ Le commissaire charg^ de cette expedition, devroit ^re muni de 
firmans ou commandemans du grand-seigneur, enjoignant k tons les gouver- 
neurs et officiers de justice de lui donner toute la protection n^cessaire ponr 
Ntabfissement de ce commerce. On pourroit m£ine, pour plus grande 
sArete, le faire accompagner par un cbiaoux, ou tout autre officier de la 
Porte, qui feroit exdcuter les ordres de son souverain, en cas de refiis et de 
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d^sobeissance. Une pareiUe grace ne seroit peuMtre pas difficile k obtenir 
du ministere Ottoman, et un ambassadeur habile pourroit lui fme envisager 
plusieurs avant^^es capables de le determiner k Taccorder. Ce commissatre^ 
aide de ces n^gocians^ d'un ing^nieur^^graphe^ et d*un pilote experiments^ 
muni de bonnes cartes marines de la Mer Noire^ de boussoles eprouvSes et 
d'iilstrumens^ seroit en Stat^ en faisant un pareil voyage, de donner sur le 
commerce de la Mer Noire des lumieres plus Stendues, et des connoissancea 
encore plus precises que celles que Ton a pu foumir ici. Alors, avec de 
pareilles instructions, on pourroit proc6der k Fetablissement des facteurs, et 
travailler k leur procurer la protection et la liberty qui sont le fondement et 
la base de tout commerce ; et Ton ne seroit pas dans le cas de se laisser 
abuser par les discours de quelque aventuriers, dont les rapports inexacts ne 
peuvent qu'induire en erreur d'apr^s leur foibles lumieres. 

** Dans les echelles oil Ton ne pourroit pas Stablir des facteurs k demeure,' 
comme chez les Abazes et ailleurs, on se contenteroit de faire naviguer dea 
facteurs ambulans et des subrScargues. 

** Si ce commissaire Stoit obligS, suivaiit les occurrences, de passer en 
GSorgie, conjointement avec les nSgocians dont il seroit accompagnS, et 
d'aller jusqu'^ Tiflis aupr^s du prince Heraclius, ainsi qu'aupres du kaa 
et des vayvodes, de Valachie et de Moldavie, il faudroit qu'il fut muni de 
lettres de crSance et de recommandation du roi aupr^s de ces princes^ dont 
il feroit usage suivftnt les eireonstances et avec tx>ute la prudence possible ; U 
conviendroit de plus qu il fut porteur d'un ordre du grand seigneur aux deux* 
vayvodes, afin de lui faciliter Tobjet de sa mission. 

** Les perils de la navigation de la Mer Noire ont toujours. Spouvante^ 
avec quelque raison, le plupart de nos n^cians, il est vrai que cette mer 
est fort orageuse, que les port y sont rares, et que ne trouvant pas k ce faire 
assurer, on est obligS de courir tous les risques : mais Ton pent en m£me 
temps avaucer que les plus grands dangers sont causes par Tignorance et 
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I'inexp^rieiice des navigateurs, et leur mal-addresse dans la mani^re de 
charger les navires. Les patrons des vaisseaux n*ont point de cartes marines^ 
et n'oat qae de tr^a-mauvaises baussole^ : ils ne savent ni louvoyer^ ni se 
tenir 4 la cape : de quelque cdt^ que le vent tourne, ils mettent tout de suite 
en poupe^ et vont oi^le vent les conduit : d^s qu'ils perdent la terre de vue^ 
ik ne savent plus calculer leur route^ eonnottre le chemin que pent faire le 
bfttiment^ ni trouver le port^ k moins que le.hasard ou leur routine ne les y 
conduise ; sans cela^ ils vont tehouer infailliblemfint. Lorsqii'ils partent d*un 
endroit pour aller k un autre, ils ont coutume d*attendre un vent qu*ils 
jugent, d*une mani^ fort incertaine^ devoir leur faire faire tant de lieues par 
heure ; ils calculent de fa9on k pouvoir se trouver de jour devant le port 
quHls veulent aborder : si par hasard le vent renforce ou diminue, et que la 
nuit les surpr^nne .a Tatt^rage, ils vont k coup sur naufrager k la c6te. 
L'entr^ du canal de Constantinople^ ou du Bosphore de Thrace, est, surtout 
pcwr eux, un ^ueil dangereux, oil il en p^rit un grand nombre. 

'^ La fEUH>n de charger les navires est de mdme un grand inconvenient qui 
iait p^rir plusieurs b&timens, et cytuse de grands pertes. Quand le navire est 
en charge, alors, &ute de eonnottre Testivage des marchandises de volume, ils 
accumulent^ sans ordre et sans management, tout ce que les chargeurs ap- 
portent ; et, pour gagner un fort nolis, on chai^ souvent le b&timent outre 
mesure, et m£me presque jusqu'au milieu du m&t, de marchandises l^g^res ; 
de sorte que le vaisseau surcharge perd son assiette et son ^quilibre, et par 
cons^uent se trouve souvent expos^ k renverser et k p^rir au milieu de la 
mer, mais tr^s commun^ment surtout k iaire jet. Dans le dernier cas, il n'y 
a ni avarie ni repartition k esp^rer, et les propri^taires des marchandises qui 
se sont trouv^es k port^e d!£tre jet^es k la mer, essuient toute la perte, sans 
aucun espoir de d^dommagement. 

" Uon pourroit rem^dier aux incon v^niens qui procedent de Fignorance des 
navigateurs, en donnant aux rels ou patrons des b&timens que Ton noliseroit, 
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des pilotes FraQ9ai8> que ces patrons accepteroient avec grand plaisir ; aloni 
oes pilotes prendroient, bientdt une connoissance exact de la Mer Noire^ 
d^uvriroient certainement bien des ports^ des plages ou des rades qui sont 
peut-£tre exoellens et inconnus aux gens du pays; ils 6viteroient par de 
meilleures manoeuvres un nombre infini de dangers ; ils prendroient aussi^ 
pour charger les batimens^ les precautions et les mesures convenables ; et il 
ne seroit peut-Stre pas impossible d'enseigner aux patrons Turcs la mani^re 
de bien arrimer les merchandises. 

^' L'on s^est donn^ des mouvemens infinis dans diffi^rens temps^ pour 
obtenir de la Porte la liberty de la navigation dans la Mer Noire. M. Le 
Marquis de Villeneuve avoit eu la permission d*y faire naviguer deux tartanes^ 
permission dont on n*a jamais pu profiter^ parce qu*elle fut imm^iatement 
r^voqu^. 

^^ Pendant qu'Ali-Pacha-Hekim-Oglou ^toit gouvemeur h, Tr^bisonde, 
les Ragusais engag^rent ce pacha, par le canal de son m^ecin, k demander 
pour eux ce privilege un minist^re Ottoman, qui ^toit sur le point de le leur 
accorder ; mais ils furent d^ouverts et crois^s par des ministres ^trangers^ 
qui firent bientdt echouer leur n^ociation. 

^'On ne voudroit pas assurer que nous trouvassions grand avantage a 
introduire nos batimens dans la Mer Noire- Cest un point qui purott m^riter 
d!iltre bien r^fl^chir. On ose croire qu*il vaudroit mieux se servir des bati- 
mens du paysj tant parce qu'ils navigueroient k meilleur march^ que les 
notres, que parce que cela ne feroit pas un trop grand ^lat. L'apparition 
d'un pavillion Chretien dans cette mer, et la concurrence des autres ^trangers^ 
qui ne manqueroient pas de soUiciter, et mdme, s*il le fallait, d*acheter k grand 
frais le mSme privilege, feroit augmenter tout d'un coup le prix des merchan- 
dises de sortie, et tomber celui, des merchandises d^entr^e ; et Ton seroit 
bientdt priv^ de tons les profits de ce commerce. 

«« D'apr^s tout cecy, Ton doit presumer que la France^ pour conserver son 
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oommerce da Levant^ et pour Taugmenter par oelui de la Mer Noire, ne per- 
mettra jamais que Tempire Turc soit envahi ni d^membr^, ni que Ton chaase 
les princes Ottomans de leur trdne, parce qu*alors notre commerce du Levant 
seroit entierement ruin^ ou tout au moins r^uit k tr^s-peu de chose.** 

N. B. To this may be added^ the second and third articles of the last 
Treaty of Peace between France and Turkey. 

^^ IL Les traites ou capitulations qui, avant T^poque de la guerre, deter- 
minoient respectivement les rapports de toute esp^e qui existoient entre les 
deux puissances, sont en entier renouvel^. 

*' En cons^uence de ce renouvellement, et en execution des articles des 
anciennes capitulations, en vertu desquels les Fran9ais ont le droit de jouir 
dans les Etats de la Sublime Porte de tons les avantages qui ont ^t^ acconMs 
k d*autres puissances, la Sublime Porte consent k ce que les vaisseaux du 
commerce Fran9ais portant pavilion Franfais, jouissent d^sormais, sans 
aucune contestation, du droit d*entrer et de naviguer librement dans la 
Mer Noire. 

^^ La Sublime Port consent, de plus, a ce que les dits vaisseaux Fran^ais, 
* k leur entr^ et k leur sortie de cette mer, et pour tout ce qui pent favoriser 
leur libre navigation, soient entierement assimil^ aux vaisseaux marchands 
des nations qui naviguent dans la Mer Noine, &c. 

'* in. La R^publique Fran9aise jouira dans les pays Ottomans qui bor- 
dent ou avoisinent la Mar Noire, tant pour son commerce que pour les agens 
et commissaires des relations commerciales qui pourront 6tre ^tablis dans les 
lieux oil les besoins du commerce Fran9ais rendront cet ^tablissement n^es- 
saire, des mdmes droits, privileges et prerogatives dont la France jouissoit 
avant la guerre, dans les autres parties des etats de la Sublime Porte, en 
vertu des anciennes capitulations.** 
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A VIEW 



OF THE 



MERCHANDISE IMPORTED EROM CHRISTENDOM AND AMERICA, 

INTO THE 

PORT OF SMYRNA, 

Between the 15tb March 1809 and the 3l8t Augtut 1810 ; 

Beii^ the Cargoes of II7 Vessels. 



564 Casks Refined Sugar* 
1617 Casks Pewter-ware. 

309 Ingots Pewter. 

995 Casks Coffee. 
18814 Bags Coffee. 

358 Bags Almonds. 

S9d Casks Cochineal. 
1260 Casks Cochineal, 
2639 Cases Steel. 
32^6 Ingots Lead. 
5741 Cases clayed Sugar. 

602 Casks Muscovado Sugar* 
2968 Sacks Pease. 

624 Casks Seeds. 
1800 Cases Tin-plate« 



1759 Bales Paper. 

32 Casks Wax. 
979 Coaffes et BqiU Tayau. 
20} Bundles Jesuits* Bark. 

25 Casks Red Lead. 

132 Puncheons Rum. 

835 Serroons -I _ ,. 

_ > Indigo. 

318 Cases J 

1393 Bales Merchandise. 

5741 Quintals Sulphur. 

189 Cases -J 

> Cinnamon. 
3494 Packets J 

17 Casks Cloves. 

3 Cases Musk. 

575 Bags Ginger. 



3K 
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Lusunn. 



83 Casks Wire. 
1623 Bars Iron. 
S6IS Cakes 
66 Casks 
l83(; Pieces Fustic. 
245 Packages Manufactures. 
219 Ditto Muslins. 
164 Ditto Indianas. 
114 Ditto Handkerchiefs. 
18a Ditto Millinery. 
50 Ditto Silk Manufactures. 
8 Cases Aisac^es. 
S91 Packages Shawls. 
170 Bales Cloth. 
348 Cases Red Caps. 

30 Cases Nankins. 
22 Cases Hats. 

20 Tons Nigeragowood. 

17 Cases Cambric. 

20 Cases Satins. 
729 Loads Mocha Coffee. 
104 Cases Tobacco. 
763 Bags Pimento* 

31 Bags Pepper. 
62 Boxes Tea. 

3 Cases Garde Vin Bottles. 

7 Cases Watches and Time- 
keepers. 



> Logwood. 



6 Cases Wine. 

29 Casks Red IVurtar. 

18 Cases Velvet. 

5<?1 Bales English Cotton Yam. 
6^ Tons 
6789 JPieces. 
8 Cases CoraL 

1 Ditto Ivoiy Toys. 
10 Bales Packthread. 
66 Barrels Rocaw. 

2 Cases Cards. 

19 Ditto Mannes. 

1 Ditto Gauze Bologne. 

4 Ditto Sublimate. 

4 Ditto Liqueurs. 
100 Bundles Canes igid Sticks. 
250 Casks Snufil 

7 Cases Laxtrine. 
78 Cases Sundries. 
99 Cases Flint Glass. 

6% Cases Panes of Glass. 

57 Casks Porter. 
360 Paving Stones of Malta. 
206 Cases Oil of Vitriol. 
300 Barrels Powder. 
197 Regs Butter. 

50 Cases Cheese. 
140 Casks Potatoes. 
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25 Barrels Flour. 

73 Casks Verdigris. 
350 Quintals Dye-woods. 

32 Bundles Iron-hoops. 
S84 Iron Plates. 

21 Cases Saltpetre. 
855 Bun(UK Saltfish. 

29 Doeen Chairs. 

14 Elephants' T«eth. 





346 Pieces^ Canvas. 
18 Cases Cordage. 
745 Baskets. 
14062 Deals. 
10 Cases Glue, 
8 Cases Porcelain.. 
18 Casks Cenohre. 
14 Cases Drugs. 



FINIS. 



DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 

Plate f. Ruins of Agrigentum to front the Title. 

Bathi Castle PcLf^^ 
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